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PREFACE 

TiBis book covers the ten years during which I served 
the Standard as special correspondent in Russia. Count 
Peter Schouv&loff procured me the post ; on his death 
I gave it up ; in the interval we all but lived together ; 
he died in my arms. 

ICs opinions, statements and recollections are trans- 
cribed from my notes and records written at the time, 
corrections or elucidations, where necessary, being given, 
with I think one exception, in footnotes. 

One candid friend tells me that it is a fatal error to 
have mixed up sport and politics. My answer is that 
such was my life. Another, that no one cares the Duke 
of Wellington's '' twopenny dam " for Russia in the 
'eighties of last century. To that I reply — so much 
the worse for me ; but, after all, such criticism is aimed 
at history in general, not merely at my modest con- 
tribution to it. 

The materials used are my diaries, notebooks, letters 
home, and correspondence in the Standard. What their 
value may be it is not for me to say ; but such as they are 
they authorise, in most cases down to the minutest detail, 
every opinion, story or statement in the following pages. 

I have to thank, most cordially, my old friend Colonel 
E. St. C. Pemberton, R.E., for his kindness in reading 
through all my proofs and correcting many an error. 

JOHN F. BADDELEY. 

34 Bruton Strbst, W. i.' 
January, igzi. 
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'* What's done we partly may compute 

But know not what's resisted." 

Bwms, 
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RUSSIA AND GERMANY— SCHOUVALOFF AND 

BISMARCK. 

" At the time of the Crimean War he (Bismarck) advocated an 
alliance with Russia, and it was to a great extent owing to his 
advice that Prussia did not join the Western Powers." Encycl. 
Briian, Art. Bismarck. 

" At the Berlin Congress (Count Peter) Schouviloff did Russia J 
the greatest service in maintaining her interests as well as those 
of the Balkan nationalities. . . . Ten years more and all will 
be of this opinion. Meanwhile, before the open coffin of this 
great Russian Statesman, I feel it to be a debt to conscience and 
truth to give him his due, and acknowledge as wise what ten 
years ago I was ready, like the rest, to call treason to Russian 
interests." Prince Meshch^rsky in the Grajdanin, 23rd March, 
1889. 

" Germany having been connected with Russia for many years 
by the ties of a sincere and mutually profitable alliance, he for one 
would think twice before giving up the friendship of so great and 
powerful a State without real necessity." Prince Bismarck's 
declaration in the Reichstag, 1882, quoted with emphatic approval 
by Bime. de N6vikofi, who added " That real necessity has not 
arisen, and is not likely to arise." (See p. 150.) 

" Bismarck, though the Russians these twenty years refuse to 
acknowledge or even recognise it, is a true friend to Russia, and 
does more for us than for any nation save his own." Count P&ul 
Schouv^ofi in 1887. (See p. 350.) In June of that year he had 
signed in Berlin the " very secret " Protocol giving Russia a free 
hand in Bulgaria and the Straits. (See p. 324.) 

"The friendship between Germany and Russia lasted until 
1891. Bismarck was its inspirer. He sincerely fostered good 
relations with Russia." Milidkoff's statement, St. Petersburg. 
TthApril, I9i7- 



NOTE. 

The transliteration of Rnssian words into English presents various 
difficulties which I have attempted to solve at different times in 
different ways, none fully satisfactory. I have now so far given 
in to my friend Dr. Ch. Hagbery Wright as to use / instead of zh 
for the sound of French j ; but whereas mHIssl certain stmnbling- 
block to the average reader, it seems a pity to represent two 
different sounds by one letter. However, all I wish to beg of the 
said reader — not, of course, of the more learned — ^is to remember 
that, roughly, in these Russian words and names a is broad as 
in father ; a is a as in able ; i is e aa in be, never i as in child; 
and that m is oo as in booin, never 3^ as in bugle, I omit the 
unnecessary i before ch except in Gartchakdff and other names 
where it would now be missed. Finally, I have marked with a 
grave accent, where necessary, the one syllable in each Russiaii 
word upon which, in accordance with the genius of the language, 
strong emphasis ia laid. There are, of course, many points oi 
greater delicacy and dificulty as to which in such a notice as this 
it is better to say nothing. 
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CHAPTER I 

» 

The Crimean War — Author's birth — Russian friends — Count 
Peter Schouvilofif — ^A glass of wine— First visit to Russia — 
A lesson in Russian — Germany and Russia, a contrast — 
St. Petersburg — Mourino — Winter-shooting — Snow and 
snow-shoes — ^The raivdd — Caucasian body-guard — ^Moscow — 
Winchester, Mass, — Learning Russian — ^An Easter greeting — 
Ztizmo — In disgrace— Down the Volga — ^A rough journey — 
Home again — ^My Aunt Grace. 

In 18541 when France and England went to war with 
Russia, my father. Captain J. F. L. Baddeley, R.A., 
who held an appointment at Woolwich Arsenal, volun- 
teered for active service, and on the nth August started 
for the Crimea as adjutant to Lieut.-Colonel Noel T. 
Lake, R.A., commanding the artillery attached to the 
Light Division, leaving the present writer a weak and 
fretful infant, just a fortnight old. This bodily condition, 
which as near as possible put a premature end to my 
existence, was due to the anxiety caused my mother by 
the war. Thus my connection with Russia may be said 
to have begun at birth ; as it will only end with death. 

My father, who died young, could not of course know, 
as he shivered in the trenches before Sevastopol, that in 
the opposite bastions was a Russian guardsman, a little 
younger than himself, who would in after years befriend 
his son, invite him to Russia, and, while both lived, 
treat him with all a father's kindness. 

My mother was bom and brought up in France, and 
to the day of her death, when well over eighty, retained a 
passionate love for that country, for the French, and for 

B.B. A 
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2 RUSSIA IN THE ' EIGHTIES ' 

all their ways, save only their republicanism — ^to that she 
never grew reconciled ! She was of Irish and English 
blood, with a dose of Spanish ; but her Gallic upbringing 
was, apparently, the dominating factor; and next to 
the French she loved the Russians, many of whom she 
met in Paris, Nice and, later, in Homburg and Baden* 
Baden. As children we rejoiced in the great boxes of 
crystallised fruit my mother's Russian friends used to 
send over from Nice at Christmas and Easter time for 
'' les chickens et les boys " as one of them quaintly called 
us. They taught us to say BMgkis (Talce care 1) and a 
few more Russian words ; and in 1874 the new Russian 
Ambassador, Count Peter Schouv&loff, brought a letter of 
introduction to us in London from one of them and soon 
became an established favourite in our merry household. 

I remember well the crowd of 70,000 people, or there- 
abouts, that came together in Hyde Park one day, when 
Jingoism was at its height, to protest against the Treaty 
of San Stefano. They diouted and sang, to their 
hearts' content, " the Russians shall not have Constan- 
tinople "^or " pull " as they pronounced the last syllable, 
and in the exuberance of their spirits hurled dead cats 
and other objects high in air. Prince Teck, as he was then 
called,^ was bonneted in mistake for Schouv&lofi, but soon 
recognised and cheered, his battered hat brushed and 
handed back to him with profuse apologies. Schouvdloff 
himself, despite the remonstrances of the police told ofi 
to guard him, was present in the crowd, but, luckily, 
escaped recognition. He received at that time many 
hundreds of anonymous letters containing the vilest of 
threats, and, altogether, I retain a vivid sense of shame 
at the conduct of English men — ^and women — at that 
crisis. It would be pleasant to think that as a nation 
we had made some Uttle progress in decency since then, 
but the treatment accorded to certain people during the 
great war merely because they happened to bear German 

* Father of Her Gradoiie Majesty, Queen Mary. 
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names makes me doubt it. The meeting referred to took 
place in 1878, just before the Berlin Congress* 

Some months later, at dinner one night in Chesham 
Honse^ when the ladies had left the room, our host, 
poising his wine-glass, said, "What a nuisance it is; 
I must go to St. Petersburg at the end of this week I " 
and I said thoughtlessly, '' Wouldn't / like to go 1 " 
Schouvdloff turned to me quickly. *' Come ! Come to 
Russia with me! You shall see St. Petersburg and 
Moscow, perhaps shoot a bear, and I will bring you 
safe back within three weeks. I am going alone, and 
you will be doing me the greatest kindness." He spoke 
with such evident sincerity that I was moved to say 
'' yes." Yet the whole thing was so sudden, so totally 
unexpected, that, in fact, I only mumbled incoherently 
something to the effect of being unable to get leave. 
He said no more for the moment, but, later, renewed his 
proposal in all seriousness to my mother and other rela- 
tives and friends with such effect that, presently, all 
doubts and difficulties were overcome, and it was decided 
that I should make the journey with him, leaving London, 
I think, three days later. Thus an unpremeditated word 
spoken at a dinner-table led to my undertaking a distant 
journey fraught with incalculable results to my own life 
and, necessarily, though indirectly, to the lives of others. 

It was on or about the 20th February, 1879, that we 
started on this first of my many journeys to Russia. 
I think we took Paris on the way, but, as to that, memory 
and notes alike fail me. I remember, however, that we 
lodged at the Hotel Royal in Berlin, and that my com- 
panion left me pretty much to myself owing to visits he 
had to pay to Bismarck and other people of importance. 

There were no sleeping or restaurant cars then, and 
the journey from London to St. Petersburg took nearly 
f oiu: days and nights, but in Russia railway travelling was 
always the best in the world, save only in regard to 
speed, and in Germany one could travel with some d^ee 
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of comfort in certain yellow carriages with square com- 
partments if only they were not crowded, though more 
than once I had to sleep on the floor, glad to find room 
even there. With my present companion, of course, 
there was nothing of that sort to be feared. We were 
treated, indeed, like Royalty, but even Royalty cannot 
command flawless steel ; the night after leaving BerUn 
a t3n:^ of our engine cracked, and we were stranded far 
from human habitation for two hours and more until 
another locomotive came to take us on. 

The night was frostily clear ; the windless air keen ; 
the earth crisp underfoot as we two walked up and down 
in a field beside the railway-track, to stretch our legs and 
pass the time. Overhead the stars shone with rare 
brilliancy. Northwards a belt of fir-trees on a ridge 
showed black against the sky ; elsewhere the open 
country, whitened by the frost, faded mistily to the low 
horizon. I made some remark as to the beauty of the 
scene. " Beautiful indeed," said my friend ; then, point- 
ing to the Great Bear, " what do you caJl that ? " I 
named it, and he repeated my words, adding, " It is the 
same in Russian, bokhdya medviidUsa ; and that ? " 
" The Pole Star." " PoUdrnaya zviesdd." He made me 
say the Russian words after him, passing from one object 
to another, and expressed approval of my efforts at 
pronunciation. " But it is well-known," said he, " that 
the English, of all foreigners, have the greatest facility 
for speaking Russian; the German accent is horrible, 
while the French fail from their habit of distributing the 
stress equally, whereas with us every single word has one 
and only one strongly accented syllable. No Frenchman, 
for-instance, calls me Schouv^off, but always SchouvilSff 
Your Englishman with his Sh6vel-off is wrong, but he 
might be right ; the Frenchman never could be ! " * 

^ The Ambassadors in London from the Courts of Germany, Austria- 
Hungary and Russia were then Counts M&nster, Beustand Schouv&loff. 
The latter was much amused at the current joke which converted 
them into Monster, Beast and Shuffle-ofi ! 
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From stars, planets and constellations we passed to 
the words for night and morning, for day, dawn and 
darkness; then to things of the country — afield and 
hedgerow, grass and trees — and so by easy transition to 
the birds and beasts of moorland, marsh and forest. 
My companion's feelings kindled to enthusiasm as he 
spoke of the chase, for which hitherto in his busy life 
he had found scant leisure ; but he felt rather than knew 
that this would no longer be the case, for he had not yet 
realised that the whole obloquy for the Berlin Treaty 
would, most unjustly, be cast upon him ; that, in fact, 
his career as a statesman was even now ended. 

This two hours' walk and talk under the stars drew us 
nearer together than all our previous intercourse; it 
was my first Russian lesson and, looking back, it seems 
to form a fitting prelude to the ensuing yesis during which, 
in his enforced retirement, shooting was to be his one 
great solace, I his inseparable companion. 

Next day, before reaching the frontier, Schouv&loff 
donned his uniform of " General-aide-de-camp," which 
became him well; also some of his many orders and 
medals — ^he had enough of them, as he told me, with 
an expressive gesture, to plaster himself with all over, 
back and front ! He cared little for such things in 
general, but was rather proud of the St. Vladfmir of the 
1st Class, his highest Russian honour, and would assuredly 
have liked the St. Andrew, the Garter of Russia, the only 
Russian order of importance never given him. He had 
been greatly impressed by the fact that Lord Derby 
had refused the Garter becatise — according to him — ^he 
was going to speak against the Government next day.^ 

^ I leave, as always, Schouv61ofi's statement as I took it down at 
the time, but the facts as to this refusal are that Disraeli ofiexed the 
Garter to the colleague who had abandoned him on the szst March, 
1878. and the latter refused it next day. It was in July, after the 
signatoxe of the Berlin Treaty, that Lord Derby attacked the Govern- 
ment, revealing without permission the Cabinet secrets of March 27th. 
See Lifg of Binjamin Disraeli, etc., vol. vi. p. 270. 
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or rather a capacity for freedom that is by no means 
incompatible with a reverence for autocracy, paradoxical 
as this may sound. He is careless, fatalistic, essentially 
religious — ^friendly and winning when his evil passions 
are not roused, but cruel and brutal on occasion. The 
Russian is not, as for a time was chorused abroad, in 
allied countries, a sort of newly-discovered super-angeL 
He is Nothing of the sort ; but just a human being com- 
pounded like all others of good and evil — ^with this 
difference, as compared to his western neighbours, that 
his soul is more primitive, less trammelled by convention, 
less spoilt by " culture " spelt with or without a " K," 
less developed, and therefore more open to development 
than the soul of any Westerns, including the civilised 
peoples of America. It is difficult to conceive a western 
nation doing or becoming anything different in kind from 
what it has done or been before. But as we contemplate 
the Russians unknown possibilities open dimly on our 
view, vague and vast like some great cloudland wherein 
faint gleams of light and colour seem to promise fresh 
splendours — ^whether of calm or storm who shall say ? 
In any case, the future of the world must depend largely 
— ^perhaps mainly — on what the Slav race, under the 
spiritual if not poUtical hegemony of Russia, will do and 
become— a fact that many look upon with misgiving and 
even dread, but one that to me, personally, seems fraught 
with highest hope." * 

Meantime, the immediate effect of Russian scenery and 
Russian siuroundihgs upon me was distinctly depressing. 
My spirits sank below zero as we rumbled along through 
the white wilderness under leaden skies. But, though the 
weather, the dark woods, the tumble-down dwellings, 
broken fences and general air of poverty and neglect had 
their share in it, I believe my mood was due largely to 
shyness, to the fear of strangers, the uncomfortable 
knowledge that I should soon have to enter one after 

^ This was written in 1915. May it yet prove true 
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another strange drawing-rooms and converse with charm- 
ing but imknown ladies in French. 

I took refuge in my vocabularies, and marking first 
such words as bore resemblance to their equivalents in 
English, and were in fact cognate, such as mied — Phoney 
(mead), nos — ^nose, ftrwi— eyebrows, beet — ^to beat, buk 
— ^beech (our book, too), sir eld — arrow {sirael in Anglo* 
Saxon axid, still, in the Sussex dialect) ; next, words 
obviously derived from other European languages, of 
which in Russian there are many thousands, including 
whole categories such as the Greek words in religi<m, 
the Dutch in seafaring ; ^ and finally, not despising even 
the most fanciful mnemonic aids, I succeeded in acquiring 
a stock of some three hundred words before reaching 
St. Petersburg, a number, as Professor Marsh tells us, 
sufficient to furnish forth the Ubretto of an average 
Italian opera. 

I " did " the sights of St. Petersburg somewhat per- 
functorily in the course of a week or so, and called upon 
some of the people to whom I had brought introductions ; 
but social obligations have always lain heavily upon me, 
and as it never entered my mind that I should come 
back to Russia, to Uve, my conduct in this respect was 
less exemplary than it might have been. If I mention 
dinners to which Colonel Leopold Swaine,' military 
attach^, and Mr. Mast^man of Messrs. Thomson, Bonar. 
the bankers, invited me, it is only because they signalise 
my first contact with the British Embassy and British 
colony respectively, and with both of these during many 
years I enjoyed intimate and happy relations. 

Two episodes, during this first short visit of mine to 
St. Petersburg, seem worthy of mention for a similar 
reason, that is, their relation to future events and to 
my life and work in Russia* 

^ Dr. R. van der Menlen in his De HoUandsche Zee- &n Schespsiermen in 
ketRussisch, Amsterdam, Johannes MOller, 1909, gives 1369 snch words. 

* Now fiiajor-general Sir Leopold Swaine, K.C.B. 
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One day Schouv&loff, having paid his visits to the 
Emperor and Empress, and to Prince Gortchak6fi and 
others, said, " Now, Iv&n Iv&novich, I'm going to have 
a day off and take you shooting. We have no big game 
ringed just now — ^the weather has made tracking im- 
possible — ^but we will go to Mourino and drive the woods 
there on chance. We shall probably get a fox or two and 
a few hares, possibly some birds. At all events, you will 
have a traika-dxive and see something of the country. 
Be here at 8 a.m. sharp and breakfast with me before 
leaving." This was the first of hundreds of similar 
invitations. As a rule they were given orally, but now 
and then by written notes, many of which I still have. 
For instance, " Dear Iv&n Iv&novich, you are a lazy 
log — ^the sport will be good I think. Please be here at 
8 a.m. ready to start." The accusation — more or less 
deserved — is in English, the rest in Russian. Another 
runs, " Five wolves at Toksovo — ^be here at 7 sharp 
to-morrow morning. I have asked P61ovtsefi, Prince 
Golitsin, Astashdfi, von Schweinitz." Who these were 
will be evident later. 

We drove down to Mourino in a sleigh drawn by three 
alaahing chestnuts belonging to Schouv&loff's nephew, 
P&vel Pdvlovich (" Paul, son of Paul, "his only brother) 
a racing troika, in fact. The day was fine, the road in 
good order thanks to snow that had fallen in the night, 
and the rapid movement most exhilarating. Mourino 
is a village lying la miles north of St. Petersburg ; even 
now no railway goes near it, and the road with its breadth 
of badly-set cobble-stones, flanked in summer on either 
side, according to the weather, by quagmires or dust- 
heaps alternately, is an abomination save when the 
friendly snow Ues firm and even upon it. Yet over it 
for the better part of a century Englishmen have ridden, 
driven, walked and lately motored; for Mourino has 
for generations been the summer home of the Whishaws, 
Andersons, Cattle}rs and others, the core of the old 
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colony, and though now perforce abandoned by 
them and shorn of its former amenities, is still— or 
was lately — a centre of attraction as possessing the first 
and only golf-links in Russia. The place, however, had 
by degrees become little desirable as a residence owing to 
the drunken, over-grown village population, and to the 
fact that not only the broad belt of forest beyond the 
Okhta, but nearly all trees save those in the English 
gardens and the Russian churchyard had been long since 
cut down, leaving bare and wind-blown the Mourino of 
okl, whidb, with its river winding erratically between 
hilfy banks, had been, without doubt, one of the prettiest 
places within easy reach of the capital.^ 

We crossed the Okhta and drove some three versts 
beyond it to the edge of the Devi&tkina bogs, where for 
years I was destined to trudge each autunm after willow- 
grouse, duck, snipe, golden plover and other birds of 
the moorland and fen. But for the present the open 
country had no attractions ; the trackers on their Itji 
(French i and j) or ski, ringed section after section of the 
forest consisting of pine and spruce, with occasional 
aspen, birch and alder ; and the beaters, in turn, drove 
the game towards us. I shot a fox for the first time, 
but my mind was occupied by the novelty of the scene and 
the beauty of the winter woods rather tiian by the sport 
itself. Indeed, with a pretty full share of man's natural 
instinct to chase and kill, I was never quite free from 
reservations and qualms on the score of cruelty, and 
eventually, after shooting a great deal of game^ big and 
small, I dropped it, on Schouv&loff's death (1889), with- 
out regret and even with a sense of relief. Did not 

^ It has a name in histoty, too, or ahould have, for when Nicholas I., 
in 1842, issued an ukase by which, in a tentative way, landed pro- 
prietors were gradonsly permitted to free their seris, the first to take 
advantage ot it was Count Voronts6ff on this his estate of Monrino. 
His example was followed by two other noblemen. Prince Wittgenstein 
and Count Fotodd, neither of them Russians, but there the matter 
ended* 
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Oswell himself, the friend of Livingstone, acknowledge 
in the end that he was sorry sometimes for the grand 
old beasts he had killed ? and Oswell, surely, vras a king 
amongst hunters. I echo his compunction. But, mean- 
time, this first act of vulpicide had its use. I had been 
brought up with an average Englishman's prejudices, 
including that which made the killing of a fox by any 
means but one, however merciful, and whatever the 
circumstance of time and place, an abomination. I now 
debated the matter in my mind, came to the only reason* 
able conclusion, and this helped to confirm me in what 
was then an incipient habit only — ^for I was mentally 
of somewhat slow growth — ^the habit, namely, of think- 
ing things out for myself. 

As to the pleasure of the woods in winter it is none the 
less real that it is best described by negatives — ^no heat ; 
no wind; neither dust nor dirt; no insect pests; no 
noise I But everywhere virginal white purity and the 
stillness and silence that consecrate it : or if any sound 
there be — ^the rare twittering of a bird ; the flutter of 
a tree-grouse, perching ; the fall of crusted snow ; the 
muffled crackliog of ice over shnmken waters in ditch 
or pool — ^its volume is magnified and it strikes the ear 
with unwonted and even mysterious significance. But to 
enjoy the forest depth in fullest measure you must have 
struggled desperately on your ski against a blizzard on 
open hill-top or plateau till strength and endurance are 
strained to the utmost ; then from the windy brow glide 
swiftly down — down through the trees, till you draw 
breath in the heart of the woods, where only the rustle 
and sough in the branches overhead serve to remind you 
that the storm stiU rages. 

But there is more, much more, to be said for the northern 
winter. One may be frozen to death in Arctic regions ; 
one may die of heat in Central Africa ; but people who 
inhabit either very cold or very warm climates dress — 
or do not — accordingly ; so that, on the whole, the 
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sufferers from extremes of temperature are those who 
inhabit temperate cliilies. A Samoyed hardly knows 
what cold is, or a negro heat. That is one paradox it 
may be well to bear in voind when considering life in the 
far North ; another is that ice and snow which, between 
them, dislocate traffic, interrupt communication, and, in 
general, go far to make life unbearable in the temperate 
zone, have precisely the opposite effect in higher lati- 
tudes. Roads, there, being rare or unknown, progression 
in summer depends almost exclusively on the water- 
ways, on ways, that is to say, rigidly marked out by 
Nature. In spring the melting snow, in autunm heavy 
rainfalls, followed in either case by floods, are apt to 
make even the rivers of no avail. But when winter sets 
in, when the waters are frozen and deep snow covers 
the land, all locks are unfastened, all bars removed. Man, 
in so far as locomotion can give sovereignty, is, in very 
deed, " monarch of all he surveys." In sledges drawn 
by dog, horse or deer, he can go almost anjrwhere, do 
almost anything, while with snow-shoes strapped to his 
feet his range becomes practically unlimited, more espe- 
cially when, as with the northern tribes, the under sides 
of the shoes are covered with skins of seal or reindeer, 
with the hair set backwards to prevent slipping on a 
rise. The skin-dad shoe has, moreover, the yet greater 
advantage of being always " runnable," since the snow 
in the worst of thaws never balls on its hairy under- 
surface. In short, the snow-shoe, ski, or Uji, more espe- 
cially the long narrow glider of the ancient Finn — ^he of 
the Kilevala — ^who used, on his other foot, only a short 
plank to thrust with, may well have been that magic 
arrow of Abaris the Hyperborean, upon which — ^as he 
told Pythagoras — ^he could cross " streams, lakes, swamps, 
and mountains." ^ That is just what the snow-shoe enables 

^ The K^Uevala, one of the world's great poems— ^c is hardly the 
same for it — may best be read, in English, in the excellent version of 
Mi, J. M. Crawford (New York, 1889). The story of Abaris is in 
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us to do, and it is no exaggeration to say that for freedom 
of movement in every direction there is nothing on dry 
land to compare with the snow-covered surface of a 
northern country to the man who can use his ski. 

While the Emperor Alexander II. lived it was his 
custom, when in St. Petersburg during the brief social 
season from New Year's day to the beginning of Lent, 
to hold a razvdd, or review of the troops of the day, in 
the great Michael manige, or riding-school, each Sunday. 
The ceremony took place before luncheon and was a 
very brilliant affair, being largely attended by the Court 
and by the ambassadors and staGEs of the various em- 
bassies and legations with their wives and their daughters. 
Non-official foreigners had little chance of gaining admit- 
tance on these occasions ; but on the Sunday after our 
arrival in St. Petersburg SchouvdlofE took me in and I 
enjoyed a sight soon to be numbered with things of the 
past. There were squadrons and companies splendidly 
mounted and equipped, ChevaUers-gardes, Gardes-i-cheval, 
snub-nosed men of the Paul Regiment, Horse-grenadiers, 
Preobraj^nsky Guards and others,^ but the main interest 
lay in the presence of the Emperor's Caucasian body- 
guard, which in those dajrs was drawn from all the 
chief mountain tribes, including the Pshavs,' Tusheens 
and Khevsours. These wild riders performed various 

Iaiiiblichu3. De Vita PyihagoHca, I^psiae, 1815, chap. 28, p. 287. An 
aeroplane seems to be indicated, at firat reading, and Abaris is sumamed 
Aiikrobaies, but any shumaxL will endorse the view that this is merely 
hjTperbolical I 

^The ChevaUers-gardes and the Gardes-iL-cheval answered to onr 
Life Guards and Horse Guards. The Emperor Paul having himself 
a snub-nose raised a new guard-regiment in which snub-noses were 
de rigmur. The Preobraj6nsky foot-guards, the premier Russian 
regiment, had been formed by Peter the Great when a boy, at the village 
of Preobrajdnskoe near Moscow, at first as living toys. Their barracks 
were in the Milli6nnaya, opposite Schouvtioff's house, separated from 
the Imperial Hermitage and the Winter Palace by the narrow Winter 
Canal, but with access to both, by gallery-bridges, as a reward for their 
fidelity in 1825, at the time of the Decabrist rising. 
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manoeuvres and feats of horsemanship, cuhninating in 
a frantic charge up the centre of the tnanige to 
the very feet of the Emperor and his brilliant stafi. A 
little less than two years later, on the ist March, 1881, 
the razvdd was held as usual in spite of warning : the 
Emperor then lunched with the Grand Duchess Catherine 
at the Michael Palace, and on leaving it to return to the 
Winter Palace was cruelly assassinated.^ His successor, 
for reasons of economy, did away with the bodyguard 
as it then existed — ^formed of units from many tribes 
each dressed in its own costume — ^and instituted instead 
a force composed of Ossietines and Cossacks from the 
T^k and Kovthin rivers, all dressed alike in the blue 
cherkess for ordinary wear, the scarlet for special occar 
sioDS.* It was many years later that I paid a visit to 
the Khevsours in their mountain fastnesses, and had for 
guide, up a ten thousand-foot snow-covered pass, one 
of the tribe dad in hauberk of chain-mail, with iron 
shield, sword, dagger and rifle, and a bridle decorated 
alternately with cowrie-shells and beads of turquoise blue. 

I went on to Moscow fully intending to stay there at 
most four or five days. Friends in England had supplied 
me with letters of introduction to various people, of 
whom a Prince Shakhovsk6i and his wife, in particular, 
showed me warm hospitality — ^for a time. The Prince, 
however, had served with the Red Cross during the war, 
and he could not refrain from mentioning the sinister 
part played by England against Russia, including the 



^ See page 106. 

* Cherkess is the Russian form of the name from idiich Europe has 
derived the word Circassian. It belongs properly to the noble people 
who call themselves Adighe; but is loosely applied by travellers to 
almost any Caucasians. Ckerkess is also used for the long loose^sleeved 
garment which, with the silver-mounted belt and cartridge cases 
across the breast, forms a well-known and picturesque article of attire. 
In the form Chef has it was applied to the Little Russian Cossacks ; 
hence Novocherkask, on the Don. 
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supply of arms to the Turks. When I ventured to 
doubt this he went into another room and brought back 
a rifle, saying, " There ! I picked that up myself on the 
battle-field ; read the inscription on it." I read accord- 
ingly, " Winchester, Mass." and had no little difficulty 
in persuading him that " Mass." stood for Massachusetts ! 
Schouv^ofE had given me a letter to Prince DolgoriikofE, 
the octogenarian Governor-General of Moscow, a city 
founded by his ancestor, and he, too, treated me graciously 
—for a time I 

In a guide-book sense one can see Moscow comfortably 
enough in the course of very few dajrs, but the individual 
sights, beautiful and interesting as some of them are, 
count httle, to my mind, in comparison with the general 
aspect of the city as seen from various points of vantage ; 
or with the view of the citadel, the historic Kremlin, 
with its battlemented walls and towers, its palaces, 
monasteries and golden-domed churches.^ All this one 
can never tire of ; the dajrs may stretch to weeks, the 
weeks to years, and at the end of a life-time Moscow be 
more attractive than ever. One's first impression, how- 
ever, in all such cases is something apart ; and the spell 
was still upon me when one day in the reading-room 
of the Slavidnski Bazdr, then the chief hotel, I entered 
into casual conversation with a young Frenchman. We • 
had talked for some minutes on the theme my mind was 
filled with, when he rose, saying, " Pray excuse me, I 
must go back to my work." I ventured to ask, what 
work ? " I am learning Russian." " Learning Russian I 
But is not that very, very difficult ? " " Oh, no ; I am 
a doctor and wish to practise in Russia ; for that one 
must take one's degree in Russian. I have been studyin^^ 
four months and in fom* more hope to pass my examina- 
tion." I was astonished, incredulous. All the rest of 
that day, and indeed half the night, I could think of 

^ The Mosoovite's favomite epithets for hie beloved dty are bUUh- 
hdmsnnaya, Mio-gldvay^^whitb-walM., golden-headed. 
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Uttle dse. Next morning I saw my friend again and in 
less than an hour had arranged to stay in Moscow a month, 
take rooms with him in a pension, and work at Russian 
as if life itself depended on it. This programme we 
carried out rigorously. We worked twelve hours a day 
all that time, our only relaxation, as a rule, being half 
an hour's walk on the Kremlin terrace once or twice in 
the twenty-four hours. I used French-Russian dictionary 
and grammar, and both were worn to rags by the end of 
the month. I adopted the plan of marking with a pencil 
every word I looked out ; at the end of thirty days 
there were 7,000 marks in the dictionary — ^many words, 
of course, having half-a-dozen marks or more. To clear 
the brain I read a few pages of Don Quixote in Spanish 
each night before going to sleep. 

The knowledge my new friend had already acquired 
was, of course, very useful to me. We endeavoured from 
the beginning to talk Russian between ourselves and to 
exchange words and phrases with the servants, who 
entered into the game with true Russian intelligence and 
good-nature. This led to a characteristic incident. On 
Easter morning our red-shirted " boots " came into my 
room and presented me with a red egg saying, in Orthodox 
&»hion, Khristds voskriss (" Christ has arisen "). I was 
rather proud to be able to make the proper answer, Vo 
istinu voskr&s ("He has indeed arisen"), but some- 
what taken aback when the good fellow throwing his arms 
round my neck kissed me fervently on both cheeks 1 

I could soon read the telegrams from London and 
elsewhere in the Moscow Gazette and follow, fairly well, 
the daily column of abuse of Lord Beaconsfidd and his 
policy; I could recite whole poems of Pushkin and 
L^rmontoff ; but in r^^ard to speech very little progress 
could be claimed ; so, purchasing a couple of red cotton 
shirts, a pair of long boots and a leather belt, I procured 
an introduction to the widow of a priest who with her 
grown-up sons dwelt in the village of Ziizino, a few versts 
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south of Moscow, and, after a preliminary visit to make 
the necessary arrangements, transferred myself and my 
belongings thither. 

The old lady was just a peasant woman, but the men 
were educated and bad employment in some Moscow 
bank. Their hours were so easy, however, and hoUda3rs 
so frequent that they were able to devote a great deal 
of their time to teaching me Russian. I occupied an 
empty cottage, slept on a loose door supported by chairs, 
washed at a pump in the yard and let my beard grow. 
With the villagers I soon made friends, and f oUowed them 
in all their occupations, even to ploughing a furrow or 
two— very crookedly no doubt. I fed with the family, 
mostly on bread and butter, potatoes, cabbage-soup and 
buck-wheat porridge, with plenty of good milk ; and 
throve upon this homely fare. I continued to read, but 
devoted myself mainly to conversation, speaking to any- 
one and every one of these friendly folk from the youngest 
urchins to the village grandfathers. 

At the end of this second month I returned to Moscow 
filled with pleasurable anticipation of the renewed and 
warmer welcome my aristocratic friends would extend 
to the foreigner who in so short a time had learnt to 
read and even speak, however imperfectly, their beautiful 
language. I called at the Governor-General's palace — 
his " shiningness " {siySeUtvo) was in, but very much 
engaged. I left a card which was not returned. My 
next visit was to the Shakhovsk6is. They were said to 
be out — rafter an awkward pause. A certain General 

S who had been most anxious to take me to his 

country house on a long visit had, apparently, forgotten 
my existence, and so with others. Next day I found the 
Shakhovsk6is in, but met with a chilling reception. The 
princess especially, a rather pretty woman, showed no 
interest in my new accomplishment, though she had beeu 
one of the first to urge it, and would only talk French. 
It was some little tune before I discovered the meaning 
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of this puzzfing change ; but, finally, an acquaintance 
more frank than the rest let me into the secret. My 
conduct in dressing like the peasants and going to live 
amongst them was in itself highly reprehensible — ^sugges- 
tive, at least, of revoluticmary sympathies. The fact of 
my being an Englishman somewhat confused the issue, 
for whatever else might be charged against them no 
Englishmen, so far, had ever been known to indulge in 
revolutionary propaganda in Russia. What then could 
it mean? The solution arrived at after no very long 
cogitation was that I was in all probability neither more 
nor less than a spy — a secret agent of the arch-fiend 
Beaconsfidd; and though the credit attached to this 
theory never, perhaps, amounted to conviction, it sufficed 
to involve me in a cloud of suspicion and mistrust dense 
enough effectually to spoil the pleasure of any further 
stay in Moscow. Yet I was hardly angry; indeed, 
amusement had the upper hand even then ; and 90W, 
looking back, I am only astonished at the Idndness and 
courtesy shewn me by Russians, of all ranks, so soon after 
the Turkish war and bitter disillusionment of the Berlin 
Treaty. As some of them said later on: ''Think of 
it! We have gone to war for the Uberation of our 
brother Slavs: we had suffered heavy losses in men 
and money ; we had eventually fought our way to victory 
--and then, under the very walls of Constantinople-* 
Tsaigrad, the dty of our dreams — we were told, ' Enter 
at your peril ; one step further and England declares 
war/ " Tears stood in the eyes of bearded men, com- 
panions of Sk6beleff — I am thinking more particularly 
of my friend the late General Vereshchdgin, brother of 
the artist — as they told me this, even twenty years 
later. 

Another point against me in aristocratic circles in 
Moscow was that, through my French friend, I had 
made the acquaintance of certain medical students at 
the university. With one of these, who had just passed 
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his final examination, I now set off to visit an estate in 
the Government of Samdra, which had been granted to 
his ancestors, but never yet seen by any member of the 
family. It consisted of a stretch of open steppe near 
the confines of Asia, of no value in existing conditions, 
save for the crop of hay it produced. For this the owners 
had hitherto received but a nominal sum each 3^ear, by 
far the greater part of the rent going into the pocket of 
a rascally agent whom we were now to expose with 
highly satisfactory results. We went first to Nijni N6v- 
gorod and thence down the Volga to Khvalinsk, where 
we took horses to Nicolayevsk and beyond, passing one 
unhappy night in the felt tent of a rich Bashkir who fed 
us only too liberally on koumuis, mutton and rice. We 
found that, after all, the estate, tenanted only, as far 
as we could see, by great-bustards, was considerably 
nearer to Sam&ra than to Khvalinsk, so, having done our 
business, selling the crop for several hundred roubles to 
the Cossacks of Urilsk, we drove on to the first-named 
town, stopping but just long enough to change ponies 
every 50 versts. We arrived at Sam4ra thoroughly 
exhausted, and with every bone and muscle aching after 
a six dajrs' journey of 470 versts (313 miles) in an open 
springless cart — a compromise between the tdi^a and 
the tarantdss — during which we had rarely slept more 
than two hours at a stretch, never more than four, and 
had only once had what might fairly be called a meal. 
Moreover, we had been devoured by all manna: of flying, 
creeping and crawling things, exposed to a blazing sun 
by day and bitter cold at night with, always, clouds of 
dust. It was my first experience of roughing it in Russia 
and a useful one. On the whole I enjoyed it, in spite 
of discomfort ; and, of course, my knowledge of Russian 
grew apace. 

From Samira my companion returned to Moscow while 
I went leisurely on, in haphazard fashion, to Tsaritsin, 
to the Don and to the Crimea, and even crossed the 
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Strait of Yenik^S from Kertch on a flying visit to Ekate- 
rinodar in the Caucasus. Eventually, after visiting Con- 
stantinople, Naples, Ronae and Venice, I took ship at 
Trieste for Liverpool, and reached London early in 
October after an absence from home of a little more 
than seven months. 

Within this period I had expended all but sixpence, 
precisely, of what capital I possessed in the world. The 
total was not great, some £250, derived from a legacy of 
£100 left me, as a child, by an uncle by marriage, General 
\raiiam Eraser. His wife, my father's sister Grace, bom 
in the early years of the nineteenth century, had died 
childless long before the date of my birth. He, at death, 
left what little money he possessed to my mother and her 
children. 

I have a silhouette portrait in black of my aunt, taken 
in the twenties of last century, showing her a charmingly 
pretty creatiu'e, looking at whom I reflect with strangely 
mingled feelings that but for her attractions she would, 
in all probability, not have made that particular marriage ; 
the General would not have left me the sum of one hundred 
pounds sterling ; I should, perhaps, never have set foot 
on Russian soil ; and this book would not have been 
written. 

We are, howev^, alwa}^ and in all things the sport of 
circumstance. But for ^e war and the consequent rise 
in the price of paper, printing, binding and what else goes 
to the production of a book, I should have made this an 
Edition de luxe, profusely illustrated; and — to say 
nothing of birds, beasts, and fishes; diplomatists and 
statesmen ; nihilists and the bureaucrats who created 
them — I should not have failed to present to my readers 
the sUhauette of my aunt Grace. 



CHAPTER II 

Second invitation to Russia — I am rejected by the Times and 
Daily News — " Labby " intervenes — ^Engagement by the 
Standard — Second journey to Russia — Schouvdloff on the 
Russian Press — ^Lord Dufierin and Disraeli — A Hielan' 
poacher — Schouv^ofi as scapegoat — ^Arrival at St. Peters- 
burg — ^Russian friends and acquaintances — Peter and Paul — 
The corps diphmoHqus — Austrian friends — ^Attach6s, naval 
and military — ^The Silver Greyhound — ^The British Colony — 
Sports and pastimes — John Hughes, miner — Saints big 
and little — ^My colleagues. 

ScHOUVALOFF had, naturally enough, been much dis- 
turbed at my decision to remain in Moscow instead of 
returning to St. Petersburg and London with him, as 
agreed. His letter was quite pathetic : " How can I go 
back without you ? What shall I say to your people ? 
I promised faithfully to bring you home safe and sound 
in three weeks, and now they will reproach me with having 
left you in a savage country to be devoured by bears 
or wolves V I was really very sorry to put him in such 
a predicament, but it braced me to a supreme effort, 
for, obviously, nothing could justify me in anyone's eyes 
but success in the task I had undertaken. 

Schouvdlofi was away when I reached London, but, 
when we did meet, his delight at finding that I could 
really talk Russian after a fashion, and read it quite 
well, was good to see. '' UdivUdno (wonderful), Iv&n 
Iv&novich I Bravo 1 But now you must certainly come 
back to Russia with me and perfect yourself in the lan- 
guage. I am leaving England for good this time, and I 
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promise that you shall dioot bears and wolves and all 
sorts of things to jrour heart's content." " It is very 
tempting ; you are most kind ; but the truth is I have 
no more money to spend. I have to earn my own 
Uving!" "Well, why not in Russia?" "How can I? 
all I am fit for is to scribble for the newspapers 1 " His 
&oe lit up. "The very thing I You shall be Times 
correspondent in St. Petersburg I " " But/' I objected, 
" even if I could get the post, I don't know that I should 
be able to fill it. I have no experience." " Nonsense I 
leave that to me. Look here ; go to the Editor of the 
Times to-morrow and say that if he will be so good as 
to call at Chesham House I will undertake to satisfy 
him that you will be the best-inf ormed correspondent in 



$» 



Accordingly, having procured an introduction, I called 
upon Mr. Chenery and put the matter before him. He 
listened patiently, but said : " I quite see that your 
position would be exceptional, but we have, akeady, a 
correspondent there, and, really, we cannot turn him out 
to put you in." " Oh, not far the world ! I am quite 
ashamed of myself : it never entered my head that you 
had someone idready. How stupid of me I " 

Crestfallen, I took my leave, with little inclination to 
try elsewhere. A friend, however, put the matter before 
Henry Labouchere, who knew me personally and all 
about me, and was x>art jMxyprietor of the Daily News. 
That journal, it appeared, was also in the happy position 
of having a correspondoit in St. Peta:sburg who per- 
formed his difficult duty to the editor's entire satisfac- 
tion, but " Labby " sent me a letter from his friend 
Horace Voules to William Mudford of the Standard, 
which letter I presented in person soon afterwards. The 
effect was remarkable. Mudford, a man of great eneigy, 
talent and decision, had complete control of the Standard, 
being not merely editor but trustee for the widow and 
children of the defunct proprietor. He had already 
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made the paper a startlinsf success, and with a view to 
improving the position still more was bent upon securing 
the lead over all competitors in foreign correspondence. 
He had done much already ; Russia alone baffled him. 
The then well-known Standard correspondent, Frederick 
Boyle,^ had been expelled by die Russian authorities at 
the close of the war and no efficient substitute found. 
My viait came pat. " Can you write ?" " Plain Eng- 
lish, yes : I am on the Observer." " Oh I one of Dicey's 
young men ; that's good enough.* You know French ? " 
"Well." "How about Russian? Do you think you 
could learn enough of it to read the papers ? " "I 
already read and to some extent speak it." " Capital I 
Tell Count SchouvdloS that I will be with him at lo 
o'clock to-morrow morning. Come and see me after- 
wards — at 12." The interview may have lasted two 
minutes, or three at most 

Next morning I was in Shoe Lane at the appointed 
time, to be greeted with, " I have seen Cotmt Schouv&lofE 
and am quite satisfied. When can you start for St. 
Petersburg ? " " To-morrow." " Well, there's no such 
hurry as that ; but go soon. You must understand that 
I expect the Standard to be first, or at least not second, 
with any news of importance. You need not write 
letters, unless on special occasions. Get all you can 
through by telegraph and as quickly as possible. Now 
as to terms. You can go out for three months on trial ; 
if you succeed jrou can then have a two or three years' 
engagement. How much do you want to begin with ? " 
" Well, it is an expensive place. I must Uve in one of 
the best hotels and keep good company. Two pounds 
a day will only cover expenses." " We will say £75 
a month, the journey out, and, of course, all telegraphic 
outlay. You will want something to start with. I 

^ Author of NarroHvB of an exp$lM correspondent, 1887 ; Adventures 
among the Dydhs, 1865 ; and several other books. 

* Edward Dicey was at that time Editor of the Obsefver, 
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wi]l write you a dieque for £150, on accotmt." He did 
so, shook hands, and a minute later I was in Fleet Street 
on my way home — ^very much astonished, but, as a matter 
of fact, not very jubilant, for the responsibility I had just 
incurred lay somewhat heavy upon me. The interview 
had lasted ten minutes. 

I left London for St. Petersbuig the second time on 
ber 5th, 1879, and passed the night at the Hotel 



Christol, Boulogne, the line to Paris being blocked by 
snow. Schouv&lofE had gone to Cannes — ^I think to 
confer with Gottchak6ff — and was similarly delayed so 
that it was only on the nth that he joined me in Berlin 
after a journey involving, for him, no little hardship. 
Next day he was to go to Varzin to see Bismarck, but 
postponed his visit, being unwell. 

We lodged again at the Hotel Ro3ral. At limch he 1 
said, " In regaid to the press the Russian Government 
is worse off than any other in Europe. Every paper 
opposes it. If one of them is fined, or suppressed for a 
time, its editor waits to see whether or not the con- 
sequent popularity is likely to compensate for the loss 
and acts accordingly. If yes, after a short interval of 
mildness, bang he goes again I If no, he promises to 
behave better— and for a time does so, but only for a 
time 1 No Russian paper is ' inspired,' though some, of 
coarse, are purely official. The effect in Russia of General 
Roberts' drastic treatment of war-correspondents in India 
is that the authorities say, * See what the English do, 
with difru press ; surely we may do at least as much.' " ^.j 

"The Standard wants me to accompany the Merv 
expeditionary force." " I don't think there is the least 
chance of your being allowed to do so." " In that case 

^ Lord Roberts had expelled the correspondent of a London paper 
from his camp for gross breach of trust in December, 1878. He took 
caie that thine should be nothing of the sort next year. Forty-om 
Y$ars in India, chap, xlvii. 
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1 think of going to the Caucasus or even Persia to get 
as near as possible to the scene of action." " Probably 
you will do better by far to remain in St. Petersburg, 
where it will be possible to learn what happens sooner 
and convey it to England quicker; but we will talk 
about this later on/' Eventually I decided that this was 
in fact the more reasonable course, but it was only with 
extreme reluctance that I gave up the adventure. 

'* The English/' he went on, *' are extraordmarily care- 
less and indi£Eerent in public affairs. Lord Dufferin was 
actually returning to his post (St. Petersburg) without 
seeing either Beaconsfield or Salisbury, till I persuaded him 
to have a conversation with, at least, one of them. 

Presently he said, " While Dizzy was still a commoner, 
and not in office, the great difficulty when he came to 
dinner was to arrange matters so that he should not be, 
too obviously, the least important person present." ^ 

*' I found, however, I could always make him happy 
by saying, ' My dear Ifr. DisraeU, will you take in that 
very pretty lady ? ' and you know my dinners were 
famous for pretty women. 

" He lias on his table, when he receives people, three 
copies of the Morning Post — ^no other papers. Yet if 
that journal publishes, as it does, insults to Russia, he 
says, taking my right hand in both of his, ' Oh, my dear 
Count Schouv&loff, the Morning Post is an independent 
paper ; ours is a free press, you know ; quite impossible 
to control it ! ' On the other hand if, say, even the 
Gdlos, an opposition paper, speaks a word against Eng- 
land, it is at once fathered on the Russian Government 1 " 

^This is borne out by a passage in a letter addressed by Disraeli to 
Lady Chesterfield, Jnly 25, 1875 : " Yesterday I dined at Holland 
House, a banquet, 4 and 20 at least. As they were all grandees, I went 
out, as usual, last, and feared I should be as badly off as at ' Lady A's 
[Aylesbury's] and dine, as I did there, between two men ; but, as I 
entered, a faithful groom of the chamber took me under his care, and 
deposited me, by the instructions of the lady of the house, next to 
S. [his adored Selina, Lady Bradford]." Life of Benjamin Disraeli, 
first Earl ofBeaconsfiM, vol. v. p. 390. 
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This was true but specious; for the Russian press^ 
thouc^ not "inspired/' was mercilessly dealt with for 
its misdemeanours against its own Government, which 
must be held to have approved what it failed to 
punish. This Schouv&lofi acknowledged on another 
occasion.^ 

Count Khrept6vich» Grand Chamberlain at the Russian 
Court, who was passing through Berlin the reverse way, 
dined with us. He was Russian Ambassador in London 
after the Crimean War, and told us that his predecessor. 
Baron Brunnow, was held, in England, to have caused 
it. '* And indirectly he did so ; for, had hje told oiur 
Govemment the plain truth the Emperor Nicholas would, 
to say the least of it, have acted more prudently, and 
in all probability a rupture would have been averted/' 
Lord Pafanerston he had found charming in the rdle of 
English gentleman; but as minister very rude {tout 
simplement grossier). 

Khzept6vich first went to London in company with 
Pozzo di Borgo (Russian Ambassador there in the 'thirties). 
Queen Victoria once paid him a great compliment, as the 
old gentleman told us with much complacency. He had 
been shooting at Drummond Castle with Lord Willoughby 
(7 Aveland). The Queen stayed there shortly afterwards. 
When Khreptdvich was presented to her Majesty at 
Buckingham Palace, she told him that he had left a very 
bad reputation behind him in Scotland. " Would your 
Majesty graciously deign to say why?" The Queen, 
smiling, " Lord Willoughby asked his head*keeper how 
the Russian ambassador shot. The answer was that he 
had never seen him. ' Why, man, the gentleman I sent 

^ See p. iSo. Lord Beaconsfield had a great liking for Schouv^fi, 
" Schou/' as he geneiaUy calls him. Writing to Bismarck on Joly X3th, 
1879, he sa3rB : " I can't make out about our good friend SchouvAloff, 
who is most popular with all of us. Will he return here ? I hope so, 
for the sake of his society, though, for public reasons, many would be 
glad to see him in the first place [i,e, as Chancellor of the Russian 
" lAfs, vol. vi. p. 341, and my p. 305 note. 
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out with you yesterday ? ' ' Indeed ! thai the Russian 
ambassador 1 She michi just hoe been a Hielan' poacher! ' " 

Schouvdloff : " All the English ministers on my taking 
leave thanked me for having told the truth on both sides. 
At home I am accused of having prevented the Russians 
entering Constantinople, whereas it was I who urged it 
while it was reasonably safe, and afterwards merely 
pointed out the inevitable consequences." ^ 

Khreptdvich : " Well, we hope soon to see you back 
at the interior. You must put down all this ferment — 
il/aui montrer tes dents . . /' 

Schouvdloff: " II faut plus que cela ; U faut les guMr . 
Nan ; je vats cuMver mes choux ! ** 

KhrefMvich : *' Vous ne les mangerez pas f " with a 
flattering smile. 

Schouv&loff warned me that in all political matters 
I must be very prudent. " I have already spoken to 
Dufferin about you, and explained my idea of what may 
be done to improve relations between the two cotmtries 
by having in St. Petersburg at least one thoroughly 
well-informed English coixespondent. He professed him- 
self delighted, saying, ' Wonderful, wonderful I ' but one 
must not forget his habit of exaggeration *' — ^alluding, of 
course, to the exquisite ''blarney" which led many 
foreigners, and certainly Schouv&loff himself, to under- 
estimate X^rd Dufierin's real force of character. 

On the 14th December Schouv&loff started very early 
for Varzin, and I left at 9.30 a.m. for Russia. He re- 
joined me at Dirschau at 5.30 p.m., after visiting Bismarck, 
and gave me the huge pencil the Chancellor had used. 
We were delayed at night for four homs at Koenigsberg, 
there being no through connection. Schouv&loff said, 
'' I had an amusing encounter with the Jews here last 
year. I was passing through after getting Bismarck's 
consent to call the Congress. A Jewish deputation came 
clamouring along the platform, * Wit wUnschen den 

was folly cdnfinned by de BJowiti later on. Sae p. 300. 
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Schouvdloff ZH sehen 1 Wo isi der Schauvdloff ? ' Sedng 
me, they all cried in chorus, ' Will there be a Congress ? 
will there be a Congress ? ' When I told them I believed 
there wotdd, they brought out a huge bouquet of flowers 
and presented it to me ; they wouldn't risk it till they 
had the answer they wanted ! '' 

As on our first journey together, in the spring, Schou- 
vilofE donned uniform before reaching the frontier, where, 
again, he was received with much ceremony ; but he knew 
well that he was, now, the most unpopular man in Russia, 
pointed at everywhere as one who had '' betrayed his 
country/' He accepted without a murmur the rdle of 
scapegoat thus wantonly assigned him, and played it 
with fine heroism to the end. Ever a Russian first, he 
loved England and the English, and his stay there un- 
doubtedly brought about a very considerable change in 
his political convictions, he became much more Uberal. 
The French, too, appealed to him in many wa)^ ; indeed, 
he sometimes reminded me of the French aristocrat of 
revolutionary times — ^at its best a splendid type, v^t* 
ever its shortcomings. But the Republican Government 
shocked him, and to the end of his days he never grew 
reconciled to the men who composed it. He had been 
brought up at the Russian Court, where his father was 
Grand Chamberlain, in close intimacy with the Imperial 
family, and all his leanings and prejudices were aristo- 
cratic. He knew and felt great sjnoipathy for Napoleon 
III., but had little else than contempt and mistrust for 
the rabble — as he considered them — ^who had taken his 
place. As to the Germans he disliked them ; but his 
faith in Bismarck's loyalty to himself personally, and in 
the sincerity of his expressed desire to maintain and 
strengthen the old friendship between Prussia, that is — 
with a qualification I shall give later on — ^between Ger- 
many and Russia, was absolute. In this he was entirely 
at one with his Imperial friend and master Alexander II. ; 
and to blame the one and not the other on this account, 
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supposing them to have been wrong, is the height of 
injustice. But of this elsewhere.^ 

We reached St. Petersburg on December i6th at ii 
a.m. I took up my quarters at the Hotel d'Angleterre^ 
and from that day, ahnost, became involved in questions 
of internal and external policy of absozbing interest. But 
before embarking on the record of my ten years' life 
and work as correspondent of the Standard in Russia^ 
I must sketch very briefly the world in which I found 
myseli, the social environment that made life so agree- 
able to me, and some few of the actors in the tragi- ^ 
comedy of diplomacy and politics carried on before my 
eyes which it was my business to follow and record in so 
far as knowledge and abiUty might serve me. 

To begin with the Russians. Schouv&lofi set to work 
in earnest and without loss of time to make good his 
promise to Mudfbrd. I had access to him in his own 
house, at first on the Fontanka, later at the comer of the 
Millidnnaya and the Winter Canal, day and night at any 
hour ; but, as a rule, called upon him before he settled down 
for his cherished " forty winks " — or rather forty good 
minutes sleep, in bed, before dressing for dinner. That 
once secured, he would sit up till the small hours of the 
morning, if necessary, charming everyone by his noble 
presence, ready wit, inexhaustible store of anecdote, and 
that genuine kindness and grace of manner which even 
his enemies found it difficult to resist. For the term 
faux-bonhomme, applied to him by certain disappointed 
journalists and smaller diplomatists, was an entire mis- 
nomer, drawn from them by their chagrin on finding 
that his geniality, which was part of his very being, 
covered but thinly an intelligence proof against their 
feeble attempts at cajolery and deception. He intro- 
duced me to his friend Admiral Greig, Minister of Finance, 
an amiable man whose grandfather, a Scot, had borne 
a chief part in the battle of ChesmS (1770), setting fire 

^ See the passages already quoted, p. xv. 
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to the Turkish ships in the harbour ; to Count ValAye£f , 
Minister of Domains, soon after President of the Council 
of Ministers ; M. P61ovtseff, Secretaiy of State ; General 
Astashdff, whose wealth, derived from Siberian gold- 
mines, and the good sport it enabled him to show, gained 
him a quasi-tolerance in aristocratic circles; to other 
persons occupying high stations in official life, and to the 
members of his own family circle — SchouvilofEs, B6brin- 
skys, Bariitinskys,^ Stackelbergs, etc. — ^the crime de la 
crime of Russian society. Of all these it was his brother 
Paul, then commanding the troops in Moscow, afterwards 
commander of the Imperial Russian Guard in St. Peters- 
buig, and finally Russian ambassador in Berlin, he loved 
the best ; a dear, good fellow, with less ability but even 
more bonhomie, than Peter himself. 

In the Turkish war, as Peter told me, at the important 
battle of Gomy Dubniak, which enabled the Russians to 
complete the investment of Plevna, when more than one 
assault on the Turkish central position had failed with 
very heavy losses, and the troops, even the Guards, 
beaten and hungry — ^the supply column being still 
far away — ^were so out of heart that it was doubted 
if any further effort could be got from them that 
day, Paul had all the non-commissioned officers of his 
Guard regiments called to the front, and what food there 
was — ^it was only boiled rice — distributed among them. 
While they fed he nodded to the starving rank and file, 
licking his Ups, his eyes twinkling, as much as to say« 
*' Isn't it good, just 1 '* then, riding down the front, he 
called out, still smiling, '' Children (rehyiia) 1 When the 
non-coms' tummies are full so are ours 1 Now we'll give 
the Turks what for 1 Forrard 1 mar-r-rch I Hurrah 1 *' 

^The Bdbrinskys derive from Alexis B6briii8ky, natural son of 
Catherine the Great by Prince Gregory Orloff. The BaruMnskys are 
amongst the most illustrious of the descendants of Rurik tluou^ 
St. Ifichael, Prince of Chemigoff, martyred by the Mongols in 1247. 
One of Schouvdloff's stepdaughten (Nellie) became Princess Bari&tinsl^ 
and a great lady at the Court. 
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The men laughed and cheered, rushed to the assault, 
and in a few minutes the position was won. For this he 
got the St. George of the 3rd Class (the ist being reserved 
almost exclusively for Royalty 1), the white enamel cross 
of which he wore round his neck. But he was not only 
brave and htmiorous. Once, after a day's shooting at 
Vartemiaki, his estate twenty miles by road from St. 
Petersburg, when the other guests were leaving he per- 
suaded me to remain for the night, saying that we would 
shoot again next day and get to town in the evening, 
" which will be soon enough for you, Ivdn Iv&novich ! " 
Peter added his persuasions, promising to let me have 
any news there might be on arrival, and I, nothing loth, 
gave in. We sat late and my host, who was a little too 
fond of his wine, went to bed a good deal fuddled. About 
five a.m. I awoke astonished to see him standing by my 
bedside. "' I'm sorry, Ivdn Iv4novich ; you must for- 
give me, but I forgot something yesterday. I have to 
lecture at the Stafi College this morning, at. 9.30, on 
Suv6roff's tactics at the battle of the Rymnik, and I 
haven't even read it up 1 I've ordered coffee — ^you can 
breakfast in town — ^and the horses will be here in ten 
minutes, so hurry up. We'll come back another day." 
We drove to St. Petersburg accordingly, and I heard 
afterwards that the lecture was quite a success 1 

Schouvilofi introduced me, also, to Arthur Rafi^6vich, 
who had been his private secretary at the Berlin Congress, 
and begged that brilliant but lazy young pubUcist to 
help me in any way he could. Ra&Ll6vich wrote for the 
Journal des Dibats and the Journal de St. PAersbourg, 
and a cleverer pen hardly existed in Europe. He was 
afterwards for many years financial agent for the Russian 
Government in Paris. He supplied me once with a neat 
reply to a somewhat rough note I had received from the 
chirf of the Russian Telegraph Service, viz. : " Monsieur, 
Voire lettre d'hier aurait pu itre moins courte et plus polie. 
Agr&z, etc." My relations with the department in 
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question, which had been somewhat strained, improved 
from that moment.^ 

I had introductions from home to Lord Dufferin, firom 
a distant connection of my own. Sir William Eraser, an 
original member of I^rd Dufferin's famous Pythic Club 
at Oxford ; and to von Stimun, Councillor of the German 
Embassy, who had a charming American wife, from 
Baron Emile d'Erlanger. At her house I met Count 
Eafaioky, Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, afterwards 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and began those pleasant 
relations with the representatives of the Dual Monarchy 
in St. Petersburg which continued uninterruptedly during 
many years — ^with Count Wolkenstein, Baron Aehrenthal 
— ^also, in turn. Minister for Foreign Affairs, who by his 
annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina did more than 
anyone else to bring about the Great War; with Dr. 
Constantine Dumba, Count Esterhazy, Count Sczechen, 
and others, names, some of them, now of sinister repute ; 
but, while I have not a word to say in defence of 
Austrian policy or conduct to weaker States, I cannot 
refrain from emphasising the marked difference between 
the Austrians themselves, those I met, at least, and 
their German colleagues. In all my e3cperience there 
was never any real cordiality between the English 
and the Germans, with the solitary reception, in my 
own case, of Count Alexander Miinster, whose father 
had been German Ambassador in London, and who 
would have passed anywhere as an Englishman. With 
the Austrian Embassy, on the other hand, our own 
representatives and I myself were invariably on 
friendly terms ; and I believe it to be a fact, though 
it is only of St. Petersburg that I can speak from 
personal observation that, with the possible exception 



^ M. Hanotanx's artida on the Berlin Congress in the Rsim$ das D$um 
Mondes, Sept. 1908, is based partly on an unpublished account of the 
proceedings {Souvenirs inddits), written by Schouv&ioff and commnnl- 
cated by Baffal6vich. 
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of the Dutch and Scandinavians, the official British 
got on better with the Austrians than with men of any 
other nationality, and with the Austrians may be coupled 
the Hungarians. 

I am not, of course, discussing the Americans. It is 
difficult — ^for me impossible — ^to look upon them as 
foreigners. During the period I am writing of, American 
ministers, secretaries and attach^, naval and military, 
followed one another in rather rapid succession — ^men, 
some of them, of distinction ; men and women, often, 
of great charm and full of human kindness — Lothrops, 
Taf ts, Hitchcocks, Andrew White, Emery Smith, Captain 
Buckingham, U.S.N., and others, besides the American 
ladies married to foreign diplomatists of whom there 
were at one time as many as half-a-dozen in the Russian 
capital. Last but not least there was Wurts, the chief 
secretary, who for years managed to keep his post, who- 
ever else might come and go, through all changes of 
administration at home or of its titular representatives 
abroad. Wurts' handsome apartment on the Palace Quay 
was noted for pleasant hospitality — ^lundbeons, teas, but 
above all dinners and whist-parties. His faults were 
very patent, but his kindness was shown to me in many 
ways, and never failed in all those years. My circle of 
acquaintance soon embraced the whole diplomatic corps 
which formed a society in itself ; for the Russian aristo- 
crats rarely admitted to their houses, save on the occasion 
of ceremonious receptions and balls, the official foreigner, 
however exalted his position, unless he had the greater 
recommendation, in their eyes, of high birth combined 
with social talents. On the other hand, it was beneath 
the dignity of the said foreigner to have relations with 
the non-aristocratic elements. This was where the mere 
correspondent, such as I, with good introductions, scored 
heavily. It was my duty — ^and my pleasure — ^to know 
people of all sorts, ranks and classes ; that was an under- 
stood thing, and I could now hob-nob even with medical 
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students without running the risk of having aristocratic 
doors shut in my face as in Moscow. 

I have mentioned Colonel Leopold Swaine ; and others 
of our military attaches will make brief appearances in 
these pages. Their naval colleagues were mostly men of 
note, who afterwards attained high rank in their profes- 
sion, and with one and all I was lucky enough to be on 
more or less intimate terms. Amongst them I may 
mention here Captain (now Admiral Sir Lewis) Beaumont, 
with whom, lately, I sat on the Council of the Royal 
Geographical Society ; and Captam (now Admiral of the 
Fleet, Sir William) May, whose extremely youthful 
appearance when he came to Kronstadt in command of 
the Osborne, coupled with the nature of that vessel, so 
misled the Russians that they took him quite carel^sly 
over forts, ships, and mining defences, to be horrified 
next day on making the discovery that he had recently 
been in command of the " mystery ship " Potyphetnus ! 
During 1891-3 Captain May came back to St. Petersburg 
from time to time as naval attach6.^ Captain Kane — 
Kvnkane — ^who took the Calliope out of Apia Bay * I 
first met on the tower of the English church at Kronstadt, 
where at the invitation of the jovial parson Riddle, a 
modem Friar Tuck in appearance, some of us had 
assembled to watch the Russian fleet manoeuvring. 
Presently Kane asked, " Why doesn't that ship join ? " 
pointing to a certain vessel. We had not yet been intro- 
duced, but I happened to be next him, and I answered, 
" She will before long ; she's riding at short stay." He 
turned to me with interest, but my moustachios settled 
it. I was . evidently not a sailor. Then Riddle intro- 
duced us, and we soon became good friends. There was 
a fairly large garden attached to the parsonage, but it 

^ Tlie naval attaches in Europe were appointed to the greater Courts 
in general, not to any one partictilar Court. 

'See Stevenson's description in Eight Years of Samoa, Works, 
Bcntland Edition, voL xvi. p. 162. 
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grew only one flower — characteristically enough — ^for 
Riddle was a lover of good cheer, and the flower was 
borage, wherewith to flavour the delectable hock or 
claret cups, with which he regaled us on this and other 
occasions. Then there were Captain (now Admiral L. E.) 
Wintz, whose modesty almost concealed from us the fact 
that he had won the Stanhope medal/ and others. Sir 
Berkeley Milne, who came out once in command of the 
Osborne, had been with me at Wellington College, as a 
very small boy ; perhaps the only instance of a Wellington 
boy entering the navy. Captain Calthorpe, another 
naval attach^ (now Admiral Sir Somerset Gough-Cal- 
thorpe), as he reminded me, had been desperately in 
love with a sister of mine when she was aged ten and 
he barely six I 

Attached, so to say, to the British Embassy were the 
Queen's Messengers, whose badge was the Silver Grey- 
hound. I took lunch with one of them, Conway Sey- 
mour, who had been quartered with my father in Dublin 
in the 'forties, on the day of my arrival ; and during the 
ten years that I remained in Russia as correspondent 
(and long afterwards) he and his colleagues, especially 
Harry Taylor, son of the once-famous author of Philip 
van Artevelde, did me many a friendly service. In turn, 
they more often than not spent at least one evening of 
their regulation four days' stay with me, dining, and as a 
rule playing whist. Good fellows, most of them ; but 
with an incorrigible love of grumbling, Seymour's par- 
ticular grievance being that people no longer gambled, 
as in the time of Lord Augustus Loftus, when he " never 
left St. Petersburg without having won several pounds." 
However, there was no help for it. In diplomatic circles 
only whist was played now — ^how ante-diluvian it sounds 

1 This characteristic modesty on the part of the recipients added to 
the fact that the medal is bestowed but once a year — ^for the bravest 
fife-saving deed — accounts for its being Uttle known to the public in 
general. 



RUSSIA IN THE ' EIGHTIES ' 87 

—the stakes were always low, nor were any of us in the 
least inclined to raise them for Seymour's benefit t 

Another grievance came later when some too*zealous 
understrapper at the Treasury discovered that the Queen's 
Messengers' expenses in Russia were being repaid them 
at the rate of three shillings and fompence the rouble, 
as after the Crimean war, instead of at about two 
shillings, the actual rate of exchange ! Another mes- 
senger. Captain the Hon. Hugh Hare, a very small man 
physically, distinguished himself by breaking the backs 
of my chairs (by a sudden very violent movement) with 
strict impartiality when either he or his partner revoked 1 
The late Captain Philip Wynter has left us a pleasant 
gossipy book entitled On the Queen's Errands,^ but his 
grumbling was so inveterate that the first line of Richard 
IIL would come involuntarily to mind, and I named him 
"discontent." Yet another. Major Lumley, who had 
served in the British, German and Austrian armies suc- 
cessively, and had been through, I fancy, the hell-fire of 
Mars-la-Tour or Gravelotte, made a business of bric-d-brac 
dealing, for which his calling gave rare opportunities. 
He made a coup now and then, as when he secured in St. 
Petersburg the second and third volumes of Monstrelet's 
chronicle printed on vellum for, I think, £150, and sold 
them to the British Museum for £400. The Museum had 
the first and second volumes on vellum, but Lumley 's 
copy was so much finer that they bought both of his^ 
At one time he came to grief, financially; and, while 
sorry for him, one could not help smiling at the report 
that his examination in bankruptcy revealed as total 
assets one sarcophagus 1 It was, indeed, a very fine one, 
found in Turkey, and said to be Greek of the best period. 
What became of it I do not know. 

In devoting his spare time to hunting for old pictures 
and books and china Lumley was only following in the 
steps of Major Byng Hall, who was still in the Q.M. 

^ London, Sir Isaac Pitman St Sons, Ltd., 1906. 
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service when I first came to Russia and has left a chatty 
little book on his favourite pursuit/ and another (»i his 
personal adventures.* 

The third society with which I had intimate relations 
was the British colony, of which the chronicle has yet to 
be written. Dating almost from the days of Willoughby 
and Chancellor — though not, of course, in St. Petersburg 
— ^it had passed through many vicissitudes to reach at 
the time of my arrival in Russia a stage that as far as 
regarded social amenity left really nothing to be desired. 
There were very few old people, the great majority of 
the leaders of the community being, by chance, yoimg 
married couples, nearly all in receipt of good incomes 
and possessed of spacious apartments in St. Petersburg 
and pleasant cotmtry quarters at Ligovo, Mourino, or 
elsewhere — ^with tennis lawns — ^where they spent the 
summer months and where they delighted to entertain 
their friends. There were pretty girls about, too, and 
altogether a more pleasant society, for a young man, it 
would have been difficult to find anywhere. 

Moreover, there were clubs of all sorts connected with 
the colony — ^famous clubs, some of them — ^for shooting, 
fishing, cricket and lawn-tennis, ice-hilling, skating ; and 
I m3^self with three others founded, a little later, the 
Yukki ski'ing club, the first of its kind outside Scandi- 
navia, and the first English sAJ-ing club in the world. 
The Gori^lovo Hunt, in which Russian aristocrats such as 
Voronts6fi-DashkofE * rode side by side with the British 
colonists, had just come to an end, the last master being 
Evelyn Hubbard. 

Finally, there were miscellaneous friends and acquaint- 
ances belonging to none of these circles, the most notable 
amongst them being John Hughes ; and, in a cat^ory 
apart, my own colleagues. 

* Adventures of a Bric-^-brac Hunter, 1868. 

' The Qusen's Messenger, etc., 1865. 

' Viceroy of the Caucasva when the war began— now dead. 
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John Hughes began life as a pit-boy in a Welsh coal- 
mine, and ended a long and honourable career with the 
unique distinction of being the eponymous founder of 
one of the most important industrial towns in Russia — 
Yousovka (Hughesovka), the seat of the New Russia 
Company's great steel and iron works, started and made 
famous and successful by him. He was first invited to 
Russia by the Grand Duke Constantine, brother of 
Alexander II., head of the Russian navy, who had come 
to know him when already in a position of some import- 
ance at the Thames Iron Works. Hughes claimed to 
have invented armour-plating, and was certainly the first 
to apply it in Russia — to some of the forts at Kronstadt. 
At the time I write of, business with the Russian Govern- 
ment kept him for weeks at a time in St. Petersburg, 
where he lived, as I did, in the Hotel d'Angleterre. 
Though he was old and I young we became fast friends, 
very much to my advantage, for he was one of the 
shrewdest, kindliest men L ever met. The strange fact 
about him was that to the day of his death he could not 
write ; and could only read print with difficulty, script 
not at all. It is curious indeed to speculate on what 
such a man lost by this disability. Loss, natmally, there 
must have been ; but I feel very sure that there was gain 
as well, and perhaps cotmterbalancing gain. He had no 
book-learning at all, but he read men, understood them, 
ruled them. He disdained, perhaps overmuch, the 
technical training of the Russian Government engineers 
sent to assist him, and loved to describe their amazement 
at the results he attained in steel-making by rule of 
thumb and eye alone — ^watching the colours of the molten 
mass and seizing the exact moment to withdraw it from 
the furnace — ^an accomplishment their text-books and 
collie training had failed to impart. With me his 
favourite topic was the Celtic race as a race of black- 
smiths and especially of sword-smiths. He believed that 
they could be traced in all their migrations by their 
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working in iron and steel, and snatched eagerly and intelli- 
gently at such information as I could give him about the 
Gmmerians, Chalybes and others. Above all he loved 
to hear of such things as Othello's sword, " of the ice* 
brook's temper/' and to tell — ^I don't know where he got 
it from— of a sword-smith — Celtic, of course — ^who would 
snatch a blade from his Catalan foi^, leap on a bare- 
backed steed and go clattering up the motmtain side 
waving the white-hot steel in the frosty air, to get a temper 
on it keen as that of Excalibur or Balmung. 

One of Hughes' chief difficulties in the early days of 
Hughesovka was the number of Church festivals and 
fasts which, when added to the secular hoUda}^, such 
as the Tsar's birthday and others, plus the fifty-two 
Sundays, made up a total that left a quite inadequate 
number of working days for an output that should pay. 
But the Welshman was not to be beaten by a trifle like 
that. He ciiltivated assiduously the friendship of the 
local ''pope," and one day after an abundant dinner 
put the matter before him, with a direct appeal ad 
hominem, or, rather, to his pocket. He explained that 
for the success of the new enterprise, so vital to the 
State, so advantageous to the people, it was absolutely 
necessary to increase the number of working days. Un- 
fortunately, this could only be done by docking the 
Orthodox hierarchy in Heaven of some of their rights 
on earth. But, after all, there were saints and Saints — 
could one, for instance, ventiure to compare saint Prok6fii 
or saint Merkurii of Smolensk, admirable as their lives 
were, with St. Nicholas of Bari or St. George of Cappa- 
docia ? No, he thought not I Well, would it not be 
possible to weed out a few of the less important names, 
on condition that, by way of compensation, the Orthodox 
Chiurch, in the person of his reverence, benefited to the 
extent of so much per pood on all the extra metal, iron 
or steel, turned out as a result of this concession ? The 
proposal was favourably met. The Calendar was sent 
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for, and Welsh ex-miner and Orthodox priest went care- 
fully through it, retaimng all names of importance, strik- 
ing out those of least significance, till in the end John 
Hughes had gained lo or 15 per cent, of working days in 
the year, while his very sensible interlocutor had in 
prospect a substantial addition to his income — whether 
for himself or his flock was left for conscience to deter- 
mine. Anyone with a particle of imagination^^-and my 
readers have, natmrally, each many such particles — can 
easily conjure up the genial spectacle of this imique 
conference. 

There is a charming legend, by the way, about Prokdfii, 
mentioned above, that he would kneel all night, or by 
day when mists obscured the high-banked Northern 
Dvina and made navigation dangerous, praying " for the 
unseen voyagers,'' whoever they might be, passing below 
him. It is related also that by his prayers he averted 
a shower of stones from Heaven and saved from destruc- 
tion Ust3^ Veliki, in proof of which great aerolites can 
be seen to this day in the fields at some distance from 
that town. To Merk^rii of Smolensk it was graciously 
intimated in a dream that if he rode against the enemy 
then invading his country he would achieve glory by 
having his head smitten off, a happy chance he failed not 
to profit by. 

Coming, now, to my colleagues, the Daily News was 
efficiently served by a correspondent whose chief fetult — 
in my opinion — ^was too great reliance on the GtUos, the 
liberal journal which, like the Flying Dutchman's gallant 
ship, battered and strained by the squalls and hurricanes 
of police attack and ministerial hammerings — ^its owner, 
captain and crew living in perpetual fear of being swamped 
and driven under once for all by some fiercer gust of 
despotism — strove desperately, but ever in vain, to round 
the grim and icy Horn of arbitrary power. The sym- 
pathy of the Daily News was naturally with the Gdlos, 
which flew, while it could, the banner of Constitutional 
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Freedom ; and, in turn, the English liberal organ's anti- 
jingo line in foreign and especially Russian affairs helped 
to make such sympathy reciprocal. But in supplying 
my colleague with news and opinions the Gdlos was not 
always free from suspicion of using his ready pen for its 
own purposes — let us hope without his knowledge or 
intent. 

The correspondent of the Times during the whole ten 
j^ears of my service on behalf of the Standard in Russia 
was George Dobson, with whom, in spite of keen com- 
petition and occasional differences of opinion on pro- 
fessional matters, I rejoice to think I was ever on terms 
of friendship. We were, naturally, thrown together on 
numberless occasions, and above all when, for instance, 
a Coronation took us both to Moscow, or an Imperial 
Progress to the frosty — ^and fiery — Caucasus. We were 
arrested together in St. Petersburg, and again in Baku, 
as Nihilists; and it was with feelings of inexpressible 
relief that I learned a year or so ago of Dobson's release 
from imprisonment by the Bolsheviks in the fwtress of 
St. Peter and St. Paul. He had served the Tifnes in 
those old daj^s — ^how faithfully and well perhaps none 
know better than I — ^f or no less a period than twenty- 
seven }rears. It was more than pleasant after a very 
long interval to see his letters once more in the columns 
of that great newspaper, and to read not only the story 
of his perils and escape, written with all his former force 
and clarity, but also of a summons to Buckingham 
Palace, to recount his adventures to the King, 

Officially that was all — Times, Daily News, Standard ; 
no other London " daily " had a recognised correspondent 
in Russia. We were three in the race for news : yet a 
shadowy fourth rode close at our heels when not, indeed, 
alongside ; nor was I long in doubt as to the ghostly 
rider's identity. 

One night early in the new year (1880) I was taken for 
the first time to the Yusdpoff Gardens, a skating rink 
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at that time frequented by the British colony. My 
companion presently pointed to a man in a close-fitting 
brown suit, tight buttoned, with small black-astrakhan 
cap, kepi-shaped, set well back on his head, and both 
hands, or fists, thrust deep into his jacket pockets, who 
was skating round with little grace but abundant mastery. 
Of medium height and well-knit figure his face missed 
being fairly good-looking by reason oiily of the long 
Irish upper lip, furnished with close-cut bristly mus- 
tachios. But what struck me most, what could not fail 
to strike anyone, was the absolute self-reliance and 
concentrated energy that pervaded not only the face 
but the whole body and being of the man--an energy 
so vital, so aggressive, as to suggest not merely antagonism 
but actual hostility. Striking off vigorously on alternate 
outside edges, he seemed to owe even the ice a grudge, 
and to be bait on pimishing it. " You see him ? " 
whispered my companion, mysteriously. I looked well 
at him : " Yes, who is he ? " " Promise me faithfully 
not to mention it to anyone." " Certainly." " Well, 
that is Law, Edward FitzGerald Law ; he is employed by 
the Hubbaids in their warehouse." "Well, that does 
not sound very exciting." " No," sinking his voice still 
lower, " but he is the correspondent of the * Daily Tele^ 
graph M " " Oh, indeed I " My curiosity was roused. 
This then was the mysterious colleague who wrote 
audacious diatribes against Russia and had, so far, defied 
detection I It was my first view of a man destined to 
become one of my best friends, and the impression made 
was by no means a favourable one. Nor was it much 
bettered when, a day or two later, we met at the Embassy, 
where, as a cousin in some degree of Lady Dufferin, Law 
had a recognised position or, at least, an entry. 

It took me a long time, indeed, thoroughly to appre- 
ciate his great quaUties, though we soon became friends 
of a sort ; the fact being that his brusque, determined 
manner antagonised me as it did many others, including. 
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even, pretty girls he was anxious to conciliate, thou^ 
some there were, less sensitive or with quicker penetra- 
tion, who saw his worth from the first. Eventually he 
married a Greek lady, of whom he was wont to say, 
''My wife thinks herself the most beautiful woman in 
the world — ^luckily so do I ! " 

Hampered by difficulties and troubles that would have 
daunted and perhaps broken other men, Law forced his 
way to the front and made a successful and even brilliant 
career, the details of which may be read in his biography,^ 
his most characteristic feat being the creation of a post 
under Government — ^that of commercial attach^ to Russia, 
Turkey and Persia — ^filled by him with marked ability. 
When, however, he first returned to St. Petersburg in 
this capacity. Sir Robert Morier, the new ambassador, 
was furious. He was a man of great parts and com- 
manding presence, who habitually expressed his very 
decided views in immeasured language. He now called 
the Nether Regions to witness that he neither wanted 
Law's services nor would have them. But at their very 
first meeting he discovered to his astonishment that here 
was a man after his own heart, a man with talents, know- 
ledge and energy more than enough to outbalance those 
of the whole British consular stafE in the Russian Empire 
taken together ; and from that moment he became one 
of Law's staunchest supporters. 

Meantime, backed by General Sir Henry Brackenbiuy, 
a life-long friend. Law, who had for a short time held a 
commission in the R.A., re-entered the army to serve in the 
Suakin Expedition of 1885, and won a brevet majority. 
His services to Greece are well known; his name is 
cherished and honoured there, a street in Athens being 
named after him ; and but for disabUng illness, ending 
with premature death, he would, doubtless, have attained 
even greater positions than the last he held — ^that of 

1 The Life of Sir Edward PitzGerald Law, Edinburgh and London, 
1911. 
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financial member of the Viceroy's council — ^and higher 
bononrs than the K.C.S.I. and K.C.M.G. he actually won. 

But what drew you and held you to Law, when once 
yon got to know him, was neither his ability nor his 
masterful energy, but the fact that he possessed in high 
d^;ree the three great human quaUties — ^honesty, loving- 
kindness, courage. 

I first met Dr. E. J. Dillon at the house of the Rev. 
Ifr. Cremer, chaplain to the British Embassy — that being 
the official title of the Church of England incumbent in 
the Russian capital — and struck up a friendship with 
him that has lasted ever since. He was then preparing 
to undergo his examination for the degree of Doctor in 
Comparative Philology at the university of St. Peters- 
burg, having already taken d^^rees at Louvain and 
Halle ; and, for the first time, I became aware of what 
the word linguist might mean and how vast a gulf is 
fixed between those to whom the term is commonly 
appUed and such an one as Dillon. To learn Russian is 
stiU thought to be somewhat of a feat. Dillon had not 
learnt it, that is to say he had made no effort to do so, 
but had merely acquired it in the course of more difficult 
studies because it happened to be the necessary medium. 
Yet the old Grand-duke Michael, out shooting one day, 
asked me, " Do you know a coimtryman of yours named 
Dillon?" "Yes, sir." " Is he reaUy an EngKshman ? " 
*' Not exactly : he is an Irishman." " Well, he has 
written me a letter of several pages in such perfect Russian 
that I hardly know who could have written it as well. 
He must be a remarkable man." Later, Dillon, having 
passed his examinations, joined the professorial sta£E at 
Kharkoff University, where he made a sensation and 
some enemies by routing, pubUcly, an old humbug of 
a professor who pretended to know Armenian. It was 
a Pyrrhic victory, and his next essay was as editor of 
an Odessa paper, in which he wrote the daily leaders, 
of course in Russian. Coming back to St. Petersburg 
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somewhat later he, at my suggestion, appfied to the Daily 
Telegraph for the vacant post of correspondent, Law 
having left it, and Dillon's subsequent connection with 
that paper is matter of common knowledge. Some few 
years ago I reproached him for having abandoned litera- 
ture for journalism. " I like that I Why, it was you 
who persuaded me to become a newspaper man 1 " 
'' True, but I never thought you would make a career 
of it." 

Such a career, however, needs no justification. It is 
beyond contradiction that no journalist, not even de 
Blowitz, has ever approached Dillon in the domain of 
foreign affairs, either in extent, variety, or depth of 
knowledge. His acquaintance with men, from Popes, 
crowned heads, statesmen and ambassadors downwards, 
is equally unrivalled. Venizelos was one of his dis- 
coveries. Count Witte had no secrets from him. In 
earUer days he did devote some time to purely literary 
work, as witnessed by his translation of the Book of 
Job from the original Hebrew, with striking elucidations. 
I have seen, too, philological articles of his and pam- 
phlets in various European languages, all or nearly all 
of which he can write, as well as speak, perfectly, besides 
being master of several Eastern tongues. 

In the days, however, when first we met, he was 
absorbed in his studies, sitting up night after night with 
a wet towel round his head and a snufi-box beside him 
— ^for there was nothing, he found, like a pinch of rappee 
to clear an over-taxed brain. He found time, nev^- 
theless, to spend an hour or two, now and then, in con- 
genial company, and, being Irish and possessed of wit as 
well as humour, he would enter with great zest into any 
fun there might be on foot, or, indeed, initiate it himself. 
He and I still laugh when we recall how I dressed him 
up as a venerable-looking Afghan pundit "Bungaloo- 
chim-watty-peg " from Kandahar, in which character he 
completely deceived not only many friends and acquaint- 
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ances but the very professor — ^Patkdnofi — ^who was coach- 
ing him in Armenian at the University and with whom 
he lodged. Invitations were akeady being sent out to 
the chief orientalists of St. Petersburg to meet the dis- 
tinguished traveller at a banquet when Dillon, seeing 
that the joke had gone far enough, made his confession, 
and — ^not without trouble — ^his peace. 



CHAPTER III 

Internal condition of Russia — ^Nihilism — ^Foreign afiairs — ^The 
Central Asian question — ^Russia and Qiina — ^Abdor-rahman — 
The Tekke Campaign — Sk6belefE, an interview — ^A police 
raid — Captured as Nihilist — Winter Palace explosion — ^The 
Tsar and Providence— M61ikofE's appointment — Extraordi- 
nary powers — ^Vera ZastUich — Russo-German relations — 
German Jews as English correspondents — Kaiser and Tsar — 
Russia and France — ^An unfriendly act — ^Twenty-five years' 
reign — ^Attempt to kill M61ikofE — Gladstone's return to power 
— ^Lord Radstock's Russian followers. 

When the editor of the Standard spoke of news from 
Russia be was thinking, doubtless, in the first place, of 
the internal condition of the country. The Emperor's 
life had been attempted more than once of late, and the 
spectre of Nihilism loomed larger and more ominous day 
by day. There was ample presage of the catastrophe 
to come; what the result might be in Russia no one 
knew, but it was commonly recognised by now that 
whatever deeply afEected the internal condition of even 
this Ishmael amongst European States must inevitably 
exert an influence great or small on the fortunes of all 
the rest, so that interest and even anxiety grew keen. 
In any case the Standard, though not a " yellow " paper 
in the worst sense of the term — ^for it had some slight 
regard for veracity — ^was quite determined to be well to 
the front with any news at once sensational and true. 
It judged, moreover, accurately, that for the moment 
nothing gave such promise of startling results as the 
growing activity of the Russian revolutionary party, and 

48 
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that was one reason why Mudford engaged my services 
so readily. 

As to foreign affairs there was a lull in the storm, due 
to the exhaustion of Russia and Turkey, the temporary 
satisfaction of Austria, the complacency with which 
England regarded her share in the Berlin Treaty and 
separate arrangement with the Porte, and Germany's 
knowledge, after the l^buff of 1875, that she must bide 
her time.^ France, still in the throes of her Republican 
third^birth, fearful of her neighbour, and distrusted by 
the Court of St. Petersburg, owing to the ultra-radical 
elements in her governing classes, hardly counted. 

But in this field, too, of iatemational relations, troubles 
were brewing, troubles manifold. First and foremost 
came the Central Asian question. Indian troops had 
been brought to Malta by Lord Beaconsfield in 1878, a 
theatrical coup avowedly aimed at Russia. That power 
was now grimly determined to achieve such a position 
in Asia that, ia future, whenever any question arose 
threatening hostihties between England and herself, Sikh, 
Pathan and Gurkha would be wanted at home to defend 
the Indian frontier. As Lord Roberts tells us baldly, 
" Russia answered this move on our part by iacreased 
activity in Central Asia." She was already tasting the 
sweets of revenge, for StoU6tofi's mission to Kabul in 
1878 had brought about the Afghan war then waging.* 
Meantime (September 9th, 1879) ^'^^ Russians imder 
Lom^ikin had suffered a grievous defeat at the hands of 
the Tekke Turkomans, at Denghel TepS, close to Geok 
Tepi ; * a pimitive expedition had been resolved on, 
with Geok TepS, or possibly Merv, as its objective ; and 

^ It 18 known that in 1875 Germany, alanned at France's rapid recovery 
from her recent disasters, contemplated a renewed attack, which was 
only frustrated by the intervention of Queen Victoria and Alexander II. 

• See p. 132. 

* See Marvin's The Eye-wiinessss' accautU of the DisastroHS Rttssian ^ 
Campaign, etc,, London, W. H. Allen & Co., 1880. 
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this would undoubtedly bring Russian troops within 
striking distance of the Afghan border, if not up to it. 
The situation thus preparing was fraught in any case 
with difficulty and danger : the mingled ignorance and 
folly of Great Britain's policy was to bring her diplomatic 
defeat and national humiliation as the only alternative 
to the risks and the losses of an European war. 

With China Russia's relations were strained owing to 
the difference that had arisen as to the restitution of 
Kuldja, or Ili, the border province taken over by Russia, 
temporarily, as a result of the Muhammedan (Dungan and 
Taranchi) rebellion against China and the not unreason- 
able fear lest the province should fall into the hands 
of Yakoub Beg of Kashgar. Chung-how, the Chinese 
Special Envoy, had been cajoled into signing the Treaty 
of Livadia, by which a portion of the territory including 
the Muzart Pass was ceded to Russia, giving her, strategi- 
caUy, command of the whole province. It was rumoured 
—correctly — ^that the Court of Peking would refuse to 
ratify the Treaty, even at the risk of war with Russia. 
Chimg-how lay under sentence of death. 

Evidently an English correspondent in Russia was 
likely to find his position no sinecure. 

My first few daj^ in St. Petersburg, as correspondent 
of the Standard, were the last daj^ of 1879. ^ spent 
them in looking about me, in making many acquaint- 
ances, and in reading feverishly the Russian newspapers 
— less in the hope of finding news than in the fear of 
missing it. I dined at the Embassy on Christmas Day ; 
attended, by Lord Dufierin's own invitation, the brilliant 
reception there on December 30th, mentioned in his 
biography/ and sent a few unimportant telegrams. Then, 
on the first day of the new year, my service may be said 
to have commenced with a despatch announcing the 

^ The Life of the Marquis of Dufferin and i4va, by Sir Alfred Lyall, 
P.C., 2 vols., John Mnrray, 1905, vol. i. p. 308. 
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so-called *' flight " of the Sirdar Abdur-rahman froin 
Russian territory across the border of Afghan Turkestan. 
A grandson of Dost Mohammed, Abdm'-rahman had 
taken refuge with the Russians in 1868 after brilliant 
victories gained by him over Shere Ali, afterwards Ameer, 
which gave him, for a time, possession of the Afghan 
throne, but subsequent defeat at the hands of his own 
cousin Yakoub Khan. Well received by the all-powerful 
Governor-General, Kaufmann, he had lived ever since 
at Samarcand in receipt of a pension of Rs. 25,000 
granted him by the Russian Govermnent, of which 
Schuyler, from personal observation, declared that he 
spent not more than one-fifth.^ He had recently been 
allowed to visit Tashkent in order to greet General 
Kaufmann on his return from European Russia; and 
thence, it appeared, with the latter's permission he had 
journeyed to Ferghana, on the pretence of a visit to 
certain relatives. There was in reality no flight. The 
Afghan pretender first sent one wife with her children 
to her father, the ruler of Badakshan, then followed on 
himself at the propitious moment, undoubtedly with the 
approval and in all probability at the direct instigation 
of his Russian protector, who hoped by this move to 
embarrass the Indian Government and bring defeat, 
perhaps disaster, on the British army of occupation in 
Kabul. In the event. Lord Lytton, the Viceroy, tmned 
the tables rather neatly on his opponent. Shere Ali had 
fled from Kabul in Nov. 1878, when the British forced the 
Khyber, renouncing the sovereignty of Afghanistan in 
favour of his son Yakoub, hitherto kept prisoner by him." 
He had died soon after (Feb. 1879) ^^ Mazar-i-Sherif, 
and Yakoub's subsequent comphcity in the Cavagnari 
massacre, or culpable negligence at least, led to his 
deposition by us and deportation to India. The ques- 
tion was who should succeed him; and while General 

^ Turhistan, by Eugene Schuyler, 4th edition, London, 1876, vol. i. 
p. 360. 
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Roberts favoured a partition of Afghanistan between the 
various claimants, Lord Lytton was convinced that the 
best solution lay in finding, if possible, a candidate strong 
enough to establish his rule firmly over the whole country. 
Now, the only human being at all likely to fulfil this 
requirement was Abdur-rahman. When therefore, to- 
wards the end of March, it became known that he had 
obtained complete mastery in Afghan Turkestan, the 
Indian Government, through Sir Lepel Griffin, opened 
n^otiations with him which resulted in his being for- 
mally installed Ameer in Kabul, by Sir Donald Stewart, 
on the loth August, 1880. Next day Roberts set out 
on the famous march to Kandahar, while Stewart began 
his retirement with the remaining British forces to India. 
Abdur-rahman soon realised that his best interests lay 
in keeping faith with those who had put him on the 
throne and were prepared to maintain him there, rather 
than with his quondam friends, the Russians, who had 
so egregiously failed Shere Ah. His relations with them 
became cold and eventually, for a time, hostile. 

Intimately connected with the Afghan question was 
that of Central Asia. The Russians had in any case to 
avenge Lom&kin's defeat and make good their position 
beyond the Caspian, quite apart from the larger problem 
of the threat to India and ultimate settiement of the 
Eastern question itself in accordance with Russian ideas — 
for, as Sk6beleff said, imless that were finally achieved 
" the Central Asian fleece was not worth the tanning." 

The campaign was already in preparation when I reached 
St. Petersburg, and it was pretty well known that Sk6be- 
leff was to be in command, but no appointment had actua- 
ally been made. The general opinion both in Russia and 
abroad pointed to Merv as the objective, but in tele- 
graphing to the Standard on January 20th I gave good 
reasons against this view. 

Russia, indeed, in respect to this affair, was in a situa- 
tion of much embarrassment. An official report of the 
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Denghel Tepg disaster had been published,' to prepare 
public opinion abroad for a renewal of the expedition 
in the spring upon a more extended scale with Merv 
as objective. But the march of events in Afghanistan 
had caused a change in the situation and in the value 
of Merv now that the capture of that stronghold would 
apparently bring the English to Herat. It was necessary 
to punish the Tekkes, but the campaign might be arranged 
to include or exclude Merv according to drciunstances, 
one column advancing from the Caspian Sea along the 
Persian frontier, another marching southward from 
Charjui, on the Oxus, the intention being to crush the 
Turkomans between them. Their escape northward 
would be impossible, even if no third body started from 
Khiva. 

In the end the Russians did content themselves with 
the storming and capture of Geok Tep2 — ^the Merv Turko- 
mans made voluntary submission later on — ^but the press 
of Europe continued to talk of the Merv expedition, the 
Merv campaign, etc., to the last. 

On the I2th February the Journal de St. PAersbourg 
published a very violent artide against England, based 
on a rumour that we were about to release Persia from 
her treaty obligation not to occupy Herat. The Russian 
Foreign Of&ce, when Lord DujSerin, as he told me, drew 
its attention to this sally, threw the blame on the editor 
who, it declared, had b^n promptly reprimanded. Next 
day I called on Sk6beleff to ask permission to accompany 
him as war-K:orrespondent. 

I found the famous " White General " * busily engaged 
on the plans for the coming expedition with Colonel 

^ November, 1879, a very incomplete and partial account. Marvin 
gives a full translation of it, op, cit p. 365. 

* Sk6beleff was so called because he invariably rode a white hone in 
battle and wore a white uniform, his object being to make himself aa 
conspicuous as possible. Even in those days it might seem a very 
foolish proceeding, but he believed in his star and it helped to make him 
the idol not only of the soldiery but of all Russia. 
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the izvoshckiks, and made our way to number lo, a large 
house with the usual courtyard and front and back 
entrances. Neither schweizdr (hall-porter, Swiss) nor 
dvornik (yardman) was visible, but those of the neigh- 
bouring houses, engaged in sweeping the muddy streets, 
looked at us with a smile, of which we failed to appreciate 
the significance till it broadened to a grin on our re- 
appearance. 

The back staircase, which we tried first, was dirty 
aAd narrow ; we ascended it in single file, and had all 
but reached the top storey, the scene of the afEray, when 
we received a warning not to persevere, and consequently 
beat a retreat ; but, determined not to lose the occasion, 
I went to the front door and knocked. A gentleman in 
plain clothes opened it ; I asked, in French, if we might 
be permitted to enter, and, receiving a reply in the 
afiirmative, led the way upstairs. Opposite the top flight 
of steps was door niunber nine, and sure enough there 
were the bullet holes through it, while to the left, on a 
higher level, was a small window with both panes broken, 
the besieged having used it as a loophole. Having 
contemplated all this for some time, and come to the 
conclusion that a couple of resolute men might have 
kept many at bay, I rang the bell smartly. The door 
flew open. " May we come in ? " " PajHuista " (please 
do) was the answer, in the most courteous tones, and in 
I walked, my companions following closely. We heard 
the door locked behind us as we traversed the pitch-dark 
corridor. We reached the threshold of the first room, 
spurs and sabres clanked, there was a hurried tread of 
many feet, and, in a moment, we were surrounded by 
gendarmes. The officer — ^it was he who had decoyed us 
in — came up, asked us each in rapid succession oiur name 
and occupation, searched us for arms, and finding none, 

informed us that we were prisoners 1 P , the only 

one of the party whose Russian was sufficiently voluble 
for the occasion, expostulated, protested, demanded to 
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be taken before the British Ambassador; but in vain. 
There was nothing to be done, and as, after all, it gave us 
an excellent opportunity of fulfilling the object of our 
visit, I took out a cigarette, lighted it, with permission, 
by one our surly captor was smoking, and proceeded to 
scan the room, whidi bore unmistakable evidence of the 
conflict. 

The most noticeable object was a portrait of the 
Emperor hanging on the wall ; it had escaped the bullets, 
and, as if in irony, was extra large in size. The floor was 
strewn with furniture and scraps of paper and clothing ; 
the wall was pierced in several places with bullet holes, 
one or two of which I probed with my finger. By this 
time it was evident that our calm way of taking the 
matter was beginning to force on the pohce a doubt as 
to our being NihiUsts after all. Our predicament was 
indeed rather an amusing one than otherwise, and I 
think I should have laughed outright had not sadder 
thoughts taken possession of me as I looked round the 
room and thought of the unhappy beings who had dwelt 
in it. In spite of their bitter warfare against society, 
they too were not without human sjonpathies and affec- 
tion or love of nature. On the window sills were flower- 
pots, but the flowers were broken and drooping; a 
woman's shawl lay on the floor ; in a comer was a covered 
mass, it might be the corpse of the suicide. Without, all 
was cheerless ; no break in the leaden pall that covered 
the dty; no sound but the drip, drip of the melting 
snow from gutter and roof. I looked at the desolation 
within and the gloom without, and, turning away with 
a sigh, sat down to follow up a train of thought Uttle 
flattering to the government under which NihiUsm was 
possible. We had been, perhaps, under arrest three- 
quarters of an hour in all, in the course of which time a 
new captive, the correspondent of the Daily News, had 
joined us — ^much to our amusement — ^when, suddenly, the 
order came to move. It had been decided to send us 
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to the district police station. Two dvorniks, two goro- 
dovoys (policemen), and a sergeant were told ofi to escort 
us, and the officer whispered instructions in their ears« 
the meaning of which we shrewdly guessed. 

Judging by the delight depicted on their faces, the 
inhabitants of Sapper's-lane, St. Petersburg, must have 
been very grateful to us for the spectacle we provided for 
them, as with our formidable escort we were marched 

off — ^all but C the last comer — to the station, a 

proceeding which affected us variously. Our German 
friend, a good-looking flaxen-haired fellow, poet and 
wine-merchant, blushed ; I laughed ; Dofoson was in- 
dignant ; while P , as a resident, looked furtively 

round, lest some acquaintance should happen to pass* 
Ten minutes walk brought us to the poUce station, where 
we were ushered into the presence of prisiaf Miiller, 
now promoted to the rank of major, the fortunate indi* 
vidual who had planned and carried out the affair of 
Friday morning. Hearing how we had been caught, this 
hero, in a tone that reminded me of the Queen in Alice 
in Wonderland, ordered us to prison. '' Off with their 
heads," said the Queen. " Away with them to the cells," 

said the Major; but P expostulated, and insisted 

on our right to be taken before the British Ambassador 

to prove our identity. At this moment in came C in 

charge of a dvornik, and at once began to indite a telegram 
to his paper, looking up every now and then to protest, 
like Bayle, against eversrthing that was said and every- 
thing that was done,^ a proceeding that staggered the 
Major, who, realising at last that he had now before him 
the representatives of three of the most powerful journals 
in the world, changed his maimer, becoming all at once 
as suave and agreeable as possible. He acceded to our 
demand, put on his sword and revolver, shook hands 
with us all round with much empressement, and left, in 
order, as he said, to send his jxmdshohnik (assistant) to 

^ This WM Bayle's ovm justification of his claim to be a Pn>te8taat. 
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escort us to the Embassy. But when, after a short 
interval, this subordinate official came in, to our disgust 
rather than surprise the whole argument began afresh. 

At last, however, P 's eloquence prevailed to the 

extent that a compromise was effected, and we were 
driven off to General Ztiroff, prefect of the city. The 
affair was now, of course, soon at an end. The prefect 
was, happily, at home, and we were conducted to his 
presence. His reception of us quite accorded with his 
reputation as the pink of poUteness, and we were at 
once set at Uberty. We had satisfied our curiosity, he 
said, and there was nothiug for him to do but to wish us 
good evening. 

It was a common practice of the police to lay traps 
such as that we fell into, in the hope of catching friends 
and accomplices of criminals already arrested. The mis- 
take was to allow pubUcation of the story of the affray. 
That once done they might catch English newspaper 
correspondents, but, obviously, not one Nihilist. 

For myself, of course, the whole affair was an un- 
qualified success. The luck of it — ^to be captured as a 
Nihilist within six weeks of arrival I The whole town 
talked of it. Schouv&loff was amused; Lord Dufferin 
interested ; Mudford delighted. 

The 2nd March, 1880, would be the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the accession of Alexander II. ; and to cele- 
brate the occasion various foreign princes and high 
dignitaries, besides every available member of the Imperial 
family itself, were expected to gather round the throne 
of the Sovereign of All the Russias in his capital city. 

It seems probable that the Nihilist leaders had deter- 
mined to taJce this opportunity to deal a mortal blow at 
Autocracy by destroying the Romanoffs root and branch, 
reckless of who else might fall victims to their nefarious 
design. But the affair of the 17th January, and a second 
similarly successful raid effected on the 9th Febmaiy, 
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alarmed the conspirators and caused them to precipitate 
their action. 

Of the royal visitors one of the first to arrive was 
Prince Alexander of Bulgaria, who had now been seven 
months on the throne as nominee and, so far, the obedient 
servant of Russia. He reached St. Petersburg on the 
i6th February, and on the 17th a family dinner was 
arranged to take place in the Winter Palace at 6 p.m., 
the usual hour, in honour more especiaUy of his father. 
Prince Alexander of Hesse, who was due to arrive that 
evening from Germany. The train was somewhat late 
and the dinner, in consequence, had to be put oS a Uttle ; 
so that it was twenty minutes past six when, as the 
Emperor was about to lead the way to the dining-room, 
situated on the first floor, at the western end of the 
Palace, he and his assembled guests were startled by 
the soimd of an explosion. All the lights in that part 
of the Palace went out, and for a few moments confusion 
reigned. The officers on duty. Colonel Stroyeff and 
others of the Finland Regiment, rushed towards the 
guardroom, and called their men to arms. They were 
answered by groans and shrieks, and, lights having been 
obtained, the horrible nature of the catastrophe was at 
once apparent. Scattered about amidst heaps of shat- 
tered bricks and other rubbish lay the bodies of fifty- 
four soldiers, of whom ten were dead, the rest wounded. 
Some of the poor fellows had been Uterally blown to 
pieces ; others had lost an arm or a leg ; all were^more 
or less bruised and battered. Of the Imperial family 
the Tsar^vitch and the Grand Duke Vladimir were the 
first to reach the scene of the explosion, and the latter 
at once went of! to the neighbouring barracks of the 
Preobraj^nsky Regiment, whence, having rung the alarm 
bell, he led a detachment back to the Palace. 

The Emperor quickly regained his usual bearing, and 
ordered dinner in another apartment. In the evening, 
according to general report, he played at cards. The 
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Empress, who was asleep at the time, did not even wake, 
and was only told what had occurred next morning. 

The apparatus employed to effect the explosion remains 
unknown. In all probability, however, a slow-match was 
used, since there was no trace of an electric battery or of 
an infernal machine. The dynamite was stored in or on 
an old stove in the basement by a man who for three 
months had Uved there, paying five roubles a month to 
the three workmen in occupation for permission to lodge 
there. Immediately over the basement was the guard- 
room, over that the dining-room. The man was known 
to them as Feotka, otherwise Fe6dor Iv&novich, and it 
was remarked that Mirsky, when asked whom he spoke 
with after his attempt to shoot General Drenteln,^ gave 
the same name, saying that he knew nothing about this 
msrsterious personage, except that he was one of the 
chiefs of the party. Solovi^fi, again, who fired a shot at 
the Emperor in 1879, referred in his trial to Fe6dor 
Iv&novich, who eventually proved to be one Nikolai 
Khalturin. He was caught and hanged for the murder 
of General Strelnikoff in April, 1882, at Odessa, but his 
identity was only established after death. The amount 
of dynamite used was estimated at two poods, or seventy- 
two pounds. General von Todleben, defender of Sevas- 
topol and captor of Plevna, declared that a Uttle more 
would have effectually destroyed the dining-room, which, 
as a matter of fact, suffered less than at first supposed. 

I visited the locality next morning — Schouv&loff took 
me in — and found that though in one place plaster had 



^ Drenteln was one of the few generals who did well in the Turkish 
war. He was a good soldier, firm but not cruel, a plain, modest man 
who did not deserve the imputation cast upon him—- quite unwittingly — 
by Alexander II. when in overcoming his reluctance to accept the post 
of Chief of the Gendarmerie he told him, ** 1 have watched you long and 
feel assured of your success. Remember what an excellent school 
you have been through under Mouravi6ff, who valued and loved you." 
On March 13th (1879) the Nihilist Mirsky, overtaking on horseback 
Dienteln's carriage in the streets of St. Petersburg, fiied two bullets 
at him, but without effect. 
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fallen from the ceiling of the guard-room, the parquet 
floor of the dining-room above was intact. Had the 
guests been already seated they would, therefore, have 
suffered only from shock. Lord Dufierin was dining at 
the French Embassy that night, and de Giers, who was 
present, mentioned that on the way he had heard a loud 
explosion in the direction of the quay, and had sent for 
information. When the news came Lord Dufierin hurried 
to the Palace, where the Emperor, accompanied by the 
Duchess of Edinbuigh, came out to speak with him. His 
first words were, " Providence has again mercifully saved 
me." 

The result of the explosion in St. Petersburg was a 
state of pubUc feeling tiiat rapidly grew towards panic. 
The air was filled with alarming rumours and reports of 
all kinds, originating no one knew how, spreading with 
inconceivable rapidity, inspiring the more timid with 
absolute terror. I had personal knowledge of people 
who barricaded their rooms at night, kept loaded revolvers 
by their bedsides, and, seemingly, expected a repetition 
of the horrors of the French Revolution. Some of the 
most fearful actually fled the country, and even men 
not usually apprehensive were in a state of nervous 
tension, natural enough in the circumstances, but, as 
events proved, by no means warranted. 

The criminals themselves did much to increase the 
general apprehension by affixing proclamations in con- 
spicuous places to the effect that no preparations need 
be made for an illumination on the 2nd March, since a 
better one was already provided for than any the authori- 
ties could devise. A dead body, too, presumably that 
of a spy or traitor, was found on the outskirts of the city 
stabbed in many places and bearing a note afi&xed " By 
order of the Executive Committee." What would the 
week bring forth ? Above all, what the 2nd of March, 
the day so long looked forward to as one of rejoicing, 
but now the object of greatest anxiety ? That a renewed 
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attempt would be made was generally believed, and, in 
the event of its success, we were promised nothing short 
of a revolution and massacre. An eminent foreign diplo- 
matist likened St. Petersbuig to Rome in the time of 
Tacitus, others made the term of comparison the last 
days of Louis XV. — ^a too severe commentary on the 
Emperor's relations with the Princess Dolgortikaya. One 
thing, in any case, was obvious — something must be done 
and done quickly. There was no time to lose; half 
measures would not serve; action, prompt, energetic, 
decisive, wotdd alone meet the case. 

And on the 26th of February, nine days after the 
explosion, action came. The demand of society, the 
desire of all men, save the Nihilists and their sym- 
pathisers, was answered dramatically and with a thorough- 
ness no one had dreamed of anticipating. Riunours had 
got about on the 24th of an ukase appointing the Armenian 
general. Count Loris M^likoff, who had distinguished 
himself in the Turkish war and afterwards in fighting 
the plague at VetU&nka, head of a commission of some 
sort with very large powers. For two days I made vain 
attempts to transmit the news to England, wasting time, 
money and temper in the effort. The censor was inexor- 
able. Meantime we correspondents, of course, were on 
the look-out night and day for the document itself. 
Various people, including Schouv&loff, promised me an 
early copy of it, but, luckily, I added the simple precau- 
tion of employing commissionaires, in relays, to keep 
watch for it at the printing office of the Senate whence 
such things issued. Late on the evening of the 26th 
one of them brought me a small fly-sheet wet from the 
press, and I saw at once the unparalleled nature of its 
contents. I translated it and drove to the chief tele- 
graph office, fearing another rebuff. But this time I was 
agreeably surprised. The dociunent was now public 
property, said my friend the censor, and he congratu- 
lated me on being the first in the field. Luck, indeed, 
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favoured me, for the Standard was the only morning 
paper to publish it next day (27th February). It did 
so with the comment, "A doctiment Uke the present 
ukase is revolution even in revolutionary Russia. // is 
not absolutism, but the acknowledgment of Anarchy." 

M61ikof! was appointed chief of a " Supreme Executive 
Commission/' with powers more extensive, probably, 
than have ever been formally conferred on a subject by 
any ruler before or since. 

The ukase was hailed by the Russian press with a joy 
as extravagant as unanimous. Even society, which in 
Russia was wont to criticise ever}rthing, distinguished 
itself on this occasion by an absence of criticism that 
showed the measure itself to be generally approved and 
the person chosen untrampielled by party ties and obliga- 
tions. M61ikofi began by issuing an appeal to society — 
in the larger sense— for assistance which, as I wrote at 
the time, struck a S3mipathetic chord in every heart, 
but raised hopes that were hardly likely to be realised. 
Was the appeal genuine, or was it merely a phrase to 
calm the public mind ? 

Society, obviously, could only co-operate if power were 
granted it to express an opinion. Confidence was largely 
restored, but a calm examination of the facts led in- 
evitably to the conclusion that we were as far as ever 
from a satisfactory solution of the difficulties by which 
the task of re-establishing peace and good order in Russia 
was surrounded. The Chief of the Supreme Commission 
had been endowed with powers such as had never been 
granted to a subject in Russia before ; he had an oppor- 
tunity of doing good that rarely falls to the lot of one 
man to possess. What use would he make of it ? Would 
he dare to reverse the pohcy of his predecessors, of the 
score or more of ministers, governor generals, prefects, 
and policemen who wielded piece-meal the power now 
gathered in his single hand? He appealed to society 
to help him. Wotdd he venture to give society the 
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means of co-operating with him ? Without representa- 
tion, without Uberty of the press — ^nay, without freedom 
of deed, of word, of thought — ^what could poor society 
do to help the autocratic power which first gagged and 
bound it, and then called loudly upon it for help ? 

A feeling of hope flushed the heart of every liberal* 
minded man in Russia when he read the Emperor's ukase 
and thought of the consequences that might follow from 
it ; but the opinion soon spread that, with all his powers 
and all his talent, Loris M61ikofi would succeed no better 
than the governors-general ; that he would be, in fact, 
nothing more than a high-policeman, and would simply 
attempt to suppress Nihilism by h^h-police measures, 
an attempt that must inevitably fail, and so it proved. 

But on the very nexlf day t}ie police made one of their 
most vaunted successes, for they arrested Vera Zastilich, 
who had ventured back to St. Petersburg from safety in 
Switzerland.^ 

Abroad, the effect produced by the attempt on the 
Tsar was very great, but though much sympathy was 
expressed, and doubtless felt, with the Emperor and his 
family, Russia at that time had few well-wishers, and it 
is not to be gainsaid that a great many people in more 
than one foreign country found a grim satisfaction in 
contemplating the troubles that assailed her. 

Russo-German relations were now, and for a long 
time to come, in a curiously ambiguous state. Between 
the Courts, and especially between the two Emperors, 

* In the begiimiiig of.1878 the trial ended ol 193 penons gathered 
from all parts as conspirators against the government, the majority 
being let off lightly. Next day Vera Zasiilich shot and severely wounded 
General Trdpoff with a pistol. This was the signal for many revoln- 
ttonary crimes throughout the country. On tiie 31st March, Vera 
ZasiUich was acquitted by a jury on the principle tiiat if condemned 
her punishment would, in their eyes, be disprop^tionate to her offence. 
The verdict was hailed enthusiastically by a great crowd of students 
and their followers in the streets ; but it was the death-blow to trial 
by jury for political offences, which were thenceforward dealt with 
'« administratively." 

B.R. ■ 
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the old friendship continued unimpaired, in spite of the 
Russo-Turkish war, the Berlin Congress, and the sub- 
sequent press bickerings and polemics; in spite even 
of the very real differences of opinion that' arose between 
the two countries. And in this matter Alexander II/s 
unwavering belief in the loyal friendship of the old 
Emperor WiUiam ran parallel to Schouv&loS's perfect 
confidence in his chancellor. Prince Bismarck. Yet 
Russia's modest efforts to put her eastern frontier in a 
reasonable state of defence gave rise to virulent attack^ 
on the part of the German press, and on the very day 
that the M6]ikoff ukase appeared in the Standard, that 
joiunal published a telegram from its Berlin correspondent 
stating his conviction that war between Russia and 
Germany was inevitable. Looking back it seems a pity 
that English papers should ever have been represented 
abroad by German Jews, whose mission in life seemed 
to be to hound on England even more than their own 
country to war with Russia. My very able colleagues 
in Berlin and Vienna, for years, came indubitably into 
this category ; and this fact suggests doubt as to the 
value of anonymity for persons in such positions. Even 
in those days readers nught have discounted soberly 
certain fiery lucubrations had they been duly reminded 
of their real origin. 

When the 2nd of March came and Alexander JI. cele- 
brated his half-jubilee, the Emperor William caused two 
autograph letters to be deUvered by special envoy to his 
Imperial brother, the nature of which we learnt from 
the Tsar's reference to them on occasion of a banquet 
at the Winter Palace (March 2nd) in honour of the Kaiser's 
birthday, namely : 

'' His Majesty the Emperor and King, whose birthday we 
happily celebrate, has but recently given fresh proofs of his 
old and unfailing friendship, which I reciprocate from the 
bottom of my heart, in addressing me, on the occasion of the 
anniversary of my accession to the Throne, two letters, one 
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of which I hastened to publish. The other was a private 
note, but both of them have moved me deeply. The feelings 
and wishes they express are the counterpart of my own, and 
I count f earle^y on the maintenance and consolidation, to 
the common benefit of our two countries, of the good relations 
that have existed between them for more than a century. 
I drink to the health of his Majesty the Emperor and King, 
my best friend. May God preserve him and grant us the 
felicity of renewing our congratulations in many a year to 
come ! " 

And so it went on. There were powerful influences at 
work in both countries antagonistic to peace, and, so 
long as Alexander II. lived, while the two rulers con- 
tinued to afford the world the touching spectacle of 
tender and faithful friendship, Russo-German relations 
suffered alternate amelioration and relapse, so that, as 
I wrote at the time, one was driven to think of a good 
understanding between the two countries as a kind of 
Penelope's web, made up during daylight to be undone 
in the dark. 

With France there was little sympathy in Russia save 
in Panslavist circles ; and though, as a matter of course, 
the RepubUcan Government offered its congratulations 
with the rest to the Russian autocrat on the anniversary 
of his accession, it far more than nullified any good 
impressions thtts made by almost immediately afterwards 
(March 6th) Uberating the Nihilist Hartmann who had 
been arrested in Paris on the charge of being the author 
of last year's railway attempts on the Tsar,^ and this 
though the Russian Embassy had informed the French 
Foreign Office that proof positive of Hartmann's guilt 
was actually on the way to Paris. The anger caused by 
this unfriendly act was deep indeed. The Journal de 

> Two attempts were made to blow up the Imperial train in which 
the Emperor Alexander II. was returning to St. Petersburg from the 
Crimea (Nov. 1879), one at Alexandrovsk, the second near the Kmsk 
Railway Station in Moscow. Both failed in their object, though in the 
second oonasderable damage was done to the train. 
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St. PAersbourg, after remarking that Europe concerted 
measures against the phylloxera, but not against that 
much worse pest the regicide, referred sarcastically to the 
congratulations of the French Press and Government on 
the escape of the Imperial family and, more recently, 
of General Loris Mddkofi, from assassination, adding : 
"The dominant classes in France, which profess to be 
guided only by public opinion, will kindly remember, 
perhaps, that Russia, too, has a pubUc opinion. They 
may deem it less enlight^ed than their own; but it 
exists, and finds the greatest difficulty in reconciling these 
congratulations with the haste to liberate an individual 
convicted of having attempted the life of Russia's Sove- 
reign. It does not understand how anyone can con- 
gratulate another on escaping assassination, yet, having 
caught the assassin, set him free. Perhaps the Russian 
people are wanting in poUtical intelligence; but the 
much-vaunted civilisation of which people are so proud 
in the West seems to them a barbarism the moment it 
gives such results, which it considers a demonstration 
directly hostile to the Russian nation and its Sovereign." 

The Russian Ambassador, Prince Orl6f!, left Paris, and 
it was some little time ere the relations between the two 
countries became once more reasonably friendly. Schou- 
v&loff's prejudices were, naturally, strengthened. 

With Austria, needless to say, there could be no genuine 
friendship ; nor, thanks to the Afghan and Central Asian 
embrogUo and the memories of 1878, with England. 

Such, then, were the circumstances in which Alexander 
the Liberator celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his accession ; but there was one set-off, at least, for all 
the troubles and dangers that beset him. In spite of 
natural anxiety at home and doleful references to the 
" Ides of March " abroad, the celebration was made the 
occasion of a genuine and spontaneous outburst of loyalty 
and popular enthusiasm for the sovereign to whom, after 
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all, Russia owed much. A full account of this, by me, 
appeared in the Standard two days after that paper had 
rashly written " Unless the Nihilists, as they threaten, 
contrive to commemorate it by another of their diabolical 
explosions it (the anniversary) will pass in austere and 
melancholy silence." It is pleasant to remember that 
though the paper I served differed with me on many 
occasions in opinions and judgment, it never for that 
reason suppressed my telegrams. 

Meantime, f orty*eight hours only after his appointment 
had been made public, an attempt was made to assassi- 
nate the Dictator. A puny Uttle man of pronounced 
Jewish type, named Mlady^tsky, shot at him while 
being driven to his official residence in the Morskaya 
after a visit to the French Ambassador, General Chanzy. 
The bullet pierced the back of M^likofi's coat, below the 
waist on the right side, but failed even to graze the skin. 
As Lord Dufferin happily phrased it when addressing 
his congratulations to M^kofi only a few minutes after 
the shot had been fired, it was probably the first 
time his enemies had ever had a chance of aiming at 
that part of his body.^ It was my melancholy duty to 
be present at the would-be murderer's execution by 
hanging two da}^ later. He showed great courage, 
laughing disdainfully at the spectators. 

I asked Schouv&loff on this occasion if his life had 
ever been attempted. He said, "No, but there was 
always, of course, the chance of it. The only precau- 
tion I took (when Grand-mattre de Police) was to have a 
broad writing-table between me and the individuals 
admitted to my room, and, in a half-open drawer at my 
right hand, a loaded revolver. I never had to use it ; 
but on one horrible occasion a man suddenly drew a 
razor and cut his throat in front of me. Another time, 
a very excited individual, in the midst of some protest, 
fell dead of heart disease. It says something, perhaps, 

^ Lift, vol. i. p. 312. 
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for myself and my methods that after years of ahnost 
unlimited authority I left behind me, as far as I can 
possibly tell, few if any personal enemies." 

The result of the English general election in the spring 
of 1880, involving the return of Gladstone and the 
Liberals to power, was of course highly gratifjdng to 
the Russians, who had every reason to detest Lord 
Beaconsfield and his party. But the Bireg, a new 
" officious " journal, gave prominence to the letter of 
an anonymous correspondent, who warned his compatriots 
that if they counted on Liberal sympathy they might 
find themselves mistaken. "The same jealousy of 
Russian influence will exist, and the most that can be 
looked for is that the new Cabinet may pursue its poUcy 
openly and without theatrical demonstrations." Schou- 
v&loff's opinion was that the change meant the end of 
Russia's isolation, which was based more or less on the 
personal relations established at the Berlin Congress 
between the statesmen of Great Britain, Germany and 
Austria, Vienna becoming then the central point for 
English influence. Putting aside Gladstone's recent attack 
upon Austria (Midlothian speech of March 17th), it was 
obvious that an international policy based upon personal 
relations could not survive such a change as must be 
occasioned by the advent of the Liberals to power. 
Taking into consideration the antagonism between French 
and English interests in Egypt he looked for some 
strengthening of England's good relations with Germany, 
and possibly some rapprochemefU between England and 
Russia. In transmitting these views I added my " beUef, 
not without foundation, that in the latter case there 
would be every disposition on the part of Russia to 
come to an agreement with England upon all outstand- 
ing questions." Unhappily, although, as the Gdlos wrote 
at tiiis time, Gladstone's leading idea when in Paris 
(October, 1879) had been to make France a connecting 
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link between England and Russia, the crazy fear for the 
safety of India nullified all movement in this direction 
and bit by bit brought the two latter countries to the 
verge of war. 

On May 2nd Count Dmitri Tolst6y resigned the double 
post of Minister of PubUc Instruction and Procureur of 
the Holy Synod, and was succeeded by SabiiroS in the 
former office, by Pobyedon6stsefE in the latter. Two 
months later the Radstockist prayer-meetings of Colonel 
P^shkofi were suppressed and himself exiled, much to 
the dismay and indignation of my friend Schouv&lofE's 
wife, one of his most ardent followers. She had, I 
remember, as coachman, a fine, bearded fellow, a very 
bad driver, but a convert, a "beUever," i.e. a Pash- 
kovite, so not lightly to be dismissed. One day he drove 
against a lamp-post and the countess, losing her temper, 
began to rate him soundly. At the first pause he turned 
his head, and said with much gravity, " You should not 
be angry ; anger comes from the Devil. You told me 
so youiseU I " The rebuke was taken with Christian 
meekness. I shall have more to say of these Radstoddsts 
presently.^ 

»P. 3". 
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CHAPTER IV 

A secret code— Death of an Empress — ^Leroy-Beaulieu and the 
Russian censor — ^A country visit — Ruhenthal — ^Nicholas I. 
and the Black-heads — ^Mitau — ^The Rastrellis and Biron — 
A Le N6tre garden—" God's little country "--St. John's 
£ve--Shooting a pike— A romantic flight — Schouv^ofi's 
mother — Catherine's generosity — ^The Metropolitan Plat6n — 
Churches militant — ^Alexander II. and the clergy — ^Third 
Section abolished — ^Nicholas I. and Pushkin — ^The Marquis 
Tseng — ^A Nihilist trial — ^Alexander II. and his mistress — 
Christmas in the woods — Shooting a bear — Capercailzie 
stalking — ^Lord DufiEerin and the House of Lords — Schouv^ 
lofi's warning — ^The Tekke Campaign — Geok TepS stormed. 

Soon ^er my arrival in St. Petersbui*g I had made the 
acquaintance of a Dutch colleague, Mr. RikofE, corre- 
spondent of the RoUerdamsche Courant, who taught me 
a simple, yet ingenious way of compiling a code that 
should bajffle the censorship. All I had to do was to take 
a blank book, number the pages, or, rather, the leaves — 
to gain room — ^from oi to 99, and the lines on each double 
page or leaf also from 01 to 99, giving me thus nearly 
10,000 possible entries ; then write in, alphabetically, all 
the names, words and phrases Ukely to be of use, and 
send a dupUcate by Queen's messenger to the Standard. 
To get a despatch through I selected the words, etc., I 
wanted, each word, name or phrase being, of course, 
represented by four ciphers, of which the first two gave 
the number of the leaf, the second two the item on that 
leaf ; thus, 3129 would be leaf 31 item 29, which would 
be, say, The Russians have taken Geok Tepif, To disguise 

72 
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the code I would make up a telegram, generally with the 
aid of some business friend, about bristles or rails, or flax, 
or anything else, containing the figures I wanted to send. 
It did not matter how many words were written in, or how 
the figures were divided up, so long as they kept their 
proper sequence. The recipient simply ignored all words 
and divided up the figures into groups of four. The 
Standard furnished me with private addresses in London, 
Paris, Berlin and Vienna, where instructions were given 
to forward any such telegrams inmiediately to the head 
office in London. 

I made very sparing use of the code, and sent only 
brief messages by it, to lessen the chance of discovery. 
But I owed to it several very successful coups, above all 
the exclusive announcement of the fight at Penjdeh, 
on the Murghab river in 1885 ; and I was never 
caught. The censor, indeed, more than once congratu- 
lated me on my success in ba£3ing his efforts ; and, as 
a matter of fact, he became, unintentionally, my best 
Mend, for whereas my own telegrams got through, those 
of my rivals were held up, thus securing me on various 
impcntant occasions a priority of news. 

The first occasion on which I made use of the code was 
that of the death of the Empress which took place on the 
5th June, 1880. The message was duly received, but, 
as it happened, was of Uttle use ; for, the death having 
taken place early in the morning, the information reached 
the Court, and through the Court-newsman the press in 
London, the same day. 

The way in which I learnt the event was somewhat 
strange, and serves to show how strongly the element of 
chance may enter into a newspaper correspondent's 
successes. Other instances will be noticed later on. 

I was living, temporarily, in the Eorpichny-pere^ok 
(Brick-lane), off the great Morsk&ya Street, and one 
morning my Esthonian cook, bringing me a cup of tea 
in bed, remarked, in a casual sort of way, " The Empress 
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is dead, Iv&n Iv&novich/' I rubbed my eyes. " Dead 1 
How do you know ? She was certainly alive yesterday." 
*' Well, the milkman says so." " But how should he 
know ? " " He serves someone at the Winter Palace." 
It soimded mere gossip, but, to make sure, I dressed, 
took a droshky, and drove to Schouv&loff. " Hullo, Iv&a 
Iv&novich ! What brings you here so early ? " It was 
not quite 9 o'clock. " The Empress is dead 1 " " Non- 
sense, she was aUve all right last night. Who told you ? " 
" My cook, and the milkman told her I " " H'm I WeU, 
it's an unlikely story; but wait a minute, I'll go in 
next door to Sherem^tiefi ; he is bound to know." * Ten 
minutes later Schouv&lofi came back. " You are per- 
fectly right, but the remarkable thing is that she only 
died, or rather, was found dead in bed, at 7 o'clock this 
morning I I must be ofi to the Palace at once. Come 
round this afternoon and I will tell you all about it." 

The friendship between the Courts of Berlin and St. 
Petersburg was once more emphasised by the presence 
at the Empress's funeral of the Crown Prince Frederick. 
The Queen was represented by the Duke of Edinburgh ; 
the Austrian Emperor by the Archduke William. It was 
on this occasion that, for the first time, I learnt the 
Russian custom of solemnising the 9th, 20th and 40th 
days after decease ; it being a tenet of the Orthodox 
Church that the soul is not finally divorced from the 
body after death for forty days — ^the term of Christ's 
sojourn upon earth after his resurrection. This, however, 
by no means puts an end to the prayers for the departed, 
as the Russians believe in the perfectibility of the human 
soul in a future state, without admitting the Roman 
tenet of purgatory. 

In July of this year M. Anatole Leroy Beaulieu, the 
well-known author of L'Empire des Tzars et Us Russes, 

1 Count Sherem^tiefi was then Grand Chamberlain ; his magnificent 
house, with its gardens, occupied a large space between the Fontanka 
canal and the street Lit^naya. 
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paid a visit to Russia and was very well received in the 
capital, officially as well as privately, yet at the same time 
an article of bis on Russia in the Revue des deux Mondes 
was cut bodily out of that magazine by the censor.^ 

One great personal advantage derived from my friend-* 
ship with Schouvdlofi was that in his company I could, 
within reasonable limits, absent m}^self from St. Peters- 
burg without risk of being called to account for over- 
stepping my privileges as to leave, though not until I 
had had a tussle with Mudford on the subject. Yet it 
was obviously an advantage to a newspaper correspondent 
to be the guest of such a man and meet his friends. 

So that, in summer, when things quieted down again, 
I spent a week with him and his sister and brother-in- 
law, the B6brinskys, already referred to,* at V^emiaki, 
Paul Schouvdloff's country place some twenty miles north 
of St. Petersbuig, the shooting of which Count Peter leased 
from his brother. The house was a wooden one of no 
great size, with a smaller one near by used as a shooting 
lodge, especially in winter. The estate, a remnant only 
of a mudi vaster property, consisted of a stretch of bc^ 
and forest, with a small amount only of cultivated land, 
some 200 square versts in extent. The game included 
an occasional bear or two, elk, wolf, otter, mink, lynx 
and fox, besides capercailzie, black-game, partridge, 
willow and hazel-grouse, woodcock, snipe in three varieties 
— ^jack, single, and double or solitary snipe — and wild 
fowl. The little river Okhta, in which pearl-mussels 
grew, wound its way through the garden, and one end of 
the estate included part of the more westerly of the two 
lakes at Toksovo. We went, often, to V&rtemiaki in 
winter, more rarely at other seasons. On this occasion 
we played garden bowls at midnight.* 

1 A Rnsdaii friend who was censor himself, but of pla3rs only, held 
Qp to me his mutilated copy of the Rivue, with tears of humiliation 
and anger in his eyes. 

* P. 31 note. * See map, p. 254. 
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I then spent a few days in Finland catching fish big 
and small in the waters of the celebrated Harraka Club, 
of which I soon afterwards became a member.^ 

My next visit (in June), the first of many, was to 
Ruhenthal, Schouvdlofi's place in Courland.* We went to 
Riga, twenty-four hours by rail in those days, and were 
there received in state by the Mayor and Corporation, 
Schouvdloff having been Governor-General of the Baltic 
Provinces fifteen years back and very popular, though a 
Russian. He had not been there since. An industrial 
Exhibition was being held and we were conducted round 
it by the big-wigs, creating no little sensation, for which, 
of course, I was in no way responsible. 

It was very hot weather, so hot that when at last we 
came to a kiosque of wines, liqueurs, etc., we were not 
proof against the temptations that assailed us, much to 
our regret next morning, when we were both of us very 
unwell. Each exhibitor was eager to obtain Schouv&loff 's 
approbation of his goods, the authorities no less anxious 
to extend all hospitaUty to him. Luckily we escaped a 
dinner of i,ooo students and others to which we were 
invited as soon as the Count's arrival became known. 

Talking of drink reminds me that the Emperor Nicholas 
when at Riga addressing the Sckwarzen-Haupter, said, 
" Talk German, pray in German, but let your hearts be 
Russian I " This was engraved on a large bocal (glass 
drinking cup), which SchouvdlofE afterwards, when 
Governor-General, obtained possession of. The inscrip- 
tion was in German, " And, in truth," said my friend, 
" that is the right policy for the Baltic Provinces I " • 

1 For Harraka see p. 325. * See map at end of vol. 

*The Schwargm-HAupUr (Black-heads) belonged to a celibate 
mercantile guild or society, dating from 1390, and modelled on the 
Order of the Knights of the Sword {Schwer^rMer), afterwards absorbed 
into the Teutonic Order. Defenders first of the town, then of their 
own interests only, the Black-heads in course of time degenerated 
into a merely social club, retaining, however, elements of historic 
interest, such as celibacy. See that excellent little book. Die Deutsch" 
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Continuing our journey next day to Mitau, the capital 
of Courland, we drove to the palace built at the same time 
and by the same architect, Rastrelli, as Ruhenthal, both 
of them for the celebrated Biron/ otherwise Duke Ernest 
John of Courland. Here the Governor had a grand 
breakfast ready for us, to which all the male notables 
of the place had been invited ; but before we sat down 
he took me into a dressing-room hung with tapestry, to 
wash my hands. The tapestry, so he told me, had been 
woven during exile in Siberia by the Duchess of Cour- 
land, Biron's wife, and the subject bore this out, for it 
was hunting scenes amongst the Samoyeds or, more 
probably, the Ostiaks. 

There were two RastreUis, Count Carlo-Bartolomeo, 
who was called to Russia by Peter I. to found cannon, 
statuary, etc., and his more famous son Bartolomeo, 
bom c. 1700, who, on the accession of Catherine I. (1725), 
was sent abroad to complete his artistic studies, and only 
came back after the accession of Anne (1730). He then 
drew up the plan for the original Winter Palace and 
built it in five years, from 1735 to 1739. This brought 
him into contact with Biron, who entrusted him with 
the construction of the palaces of Mitau and Ruhenthal. 
When Elizabeth came to the throne (1741) and Biron 
was exiled, these buildings were left unfinished, and the 
rich doors and window-frames were brought to St. Peters- 
burg and used by RastreUi for the Razoum6vsky, now 
the Anlchkoff Palace (1743). He then built the great 
Imperial Palace at Tsarskoe Selo, Count Str6ganoff's 
house on the Nevsky Prospect, the chief church at 
Seigief-Strelna, and the Smolno Monastery — ^buildings 
that bear eloquent witness against those who condemn, 

russischfin OsUeeprovinxen, von J. G. Kohl, Dresden and Leipzig, 
X841, enter theil, p. 151 sq, 

* Also written Biren, the original name having been BUhton. But 
Biron, himaelf , adopted not only the name but the arms of the famous 
French ducal family. 
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unconditionally, the baroque and the roccocco in architec- 
ture and ornament. 

Biron died at Mitau in 1772, aged eighty-two, having 
been restored to the ducal throne by Catherine 11. ten 
years previously. 

In the afternoon we drove on — ^twenty miles — ^to 
Ruhenthal, a huge white house built round a courtyard, 
with twenty-five windows in a row on each of the three 
unbroken sides, the fourth being pierced for the main 
entrance. 

The house, like so many buildings in Russia, where 
stone is rare, wood or white-washed brick the rule, and 
the winter rough, looked as though recovering from some- 
thing like an attack of small-pox — ^pitted and blotched 
all over; but it was in good substantial repair and 
splendidly built. The roofing was entirely of oak balks, 
from the neighbouring forest, and stretched the whole 
width both of main body and wings. There must have 
been many thousand pounds' worth of timber there. 
The state rooms were very fine, but the " golden " draw- 
ing-room was minus its great mirrors which had been 
taken away by the French in 1812. French and even 
Gennan names were scribbled and scratched on the 
empty spaces, and preserved scrupulously as a memento 
of the invasion, for that part of the house had served 
as a hospital, and bloodstains were still visible on the 
floor.* 

In the garden there were pyramids of cannon baUs, 
large and small, bearing witness to the fact that at 
Ruhenthal Marshal Macdonald accumulated his stores of 
heavy guns and other material for the abortive siege of 
Riga. Here too, under an oblong mound a hundred and 
more soldiers of the Grand Army lay buried, with birch- 
trees drooping above them. For, at the very end of 
September, 1812, the Russians, having retaken Mitau, 
made an attempt on Ruhenthal ; but the Prussians 

^ liarahal Maodonald's army included a Pnuaian oontiiigent. 
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under Kleist drove them back after a pitched battle 
on a small scale, the losses on both sides amomiting 
to no more than four himdred and fifty, killed and 
wounded. 

The inhabitants of the chateau at this time would have 
furnished a noveUst with good material They con- 
sisted, besides servants, of two families, one that of 

B the agent, the other that of a doctor to whom the 

Count gave lodging and fuel gratis for the benefit of the 
neighbourhood. The doctor was a clever man, speaking 
many languages and enjoying a great reputation among 
the surrounding gentry and peasantry. He was a photo- 
grapher, an astronomer, but above all, so it was said, 

an intriguer. He and the B 's were mortal foes, 

hating one another as only those forced unwillingly into 

close and perpetual proximity can hate. Mrs. B 

hinted — as the origin of the feud — ^at certain over-gallant 
propositions made to her by the doctor long years agone, 
when, according to her own not incredible account, she 
was not only young but pretty. 

The garden, with park beyond, had been laid out after 
a plan originally drawn up by Le Ndtre, in the style of 
Versailles, but had been so long neglected that though 
not quite answering to Tennjrson's description in Mariana 
or Shelley's in the Sensitive Plant, it had become a mere 
wilderness — ^the main avenues untrimmed and displaying 
sad gaps where trees had rotted and fallen, the minor 
alleys so overgrown and tangled that it required the zeal 
and acumen of an explorer to trace them. Standard 
roses had degenerated into briars ; fruit-trees, unpruned, 
had ceased to bear; noble trees, overshadowed and 
choked by base ones, drooped and withered for want of 
light and air. Luckily one splendid lime-tree had a 
comer all to itself, but it was almost hidden from view 
till I persuaded Schouv&lofi to let me clear a way before 
it by hewing down two scraggy aspens that stood en- 
viously screening it. There were cherry-trees, too, into 
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which in due season one or two of us younger people 
could climb and sit at ease with more luscious fruit 
within reach than we could eat. 

The large pond, canals and fountains were choked with 
weed, and the abiding place of frogs innumerable, who 
croaked to silence, or so it seemed, the nightingales in 
the neighbouring thickets. My friend gave me carte 
blanche to do what I liked towards restoring the original 
plan of the garden, and, moreover, placed at my disposal 
a couple of woodmen, with axes, ropes and saws. It 
was a delightful occupation, and the wilderness in the 
course of successive visits gradually recovered the sem- 
blance at least of Le Ndtre's idea. Now, alas! as 
military operations naturally follow old lines, I fear 
greatly for Ruhenthal, but it may be that another 
mound and a bigger one will be all that is left of the 
recent invaders. 

The estate, as a whole, was grievously cut up when 
between 1865 and 1867 the long-emancipated serfs in the 
Baltic Provinces were for the first time allowed to own 
land ; for Schouv&loff as a Russian and as local Governor- 
General felt called upon to give an example, and did so 
by endowing the peasants with whatever land they were 
then cultivating or occupying. They, in turn, in many 
cases at least, sold to others, and so it came about that 
the quondam owner now had many independent pro- 
prietors settled within his borders, over whom he had 
lost all control. Naturally, too, as an absentee, he had 
been robbed right and left, as our visit revealed. I was 
amazed, indeed, at the excessive leniency shown by this 
redoubtable chief of the Third Section ^ to many gross 
offenders; but, in very truth, he was the kindest and 
most forgiving of men. 

I noticed how rich and prosperous the cotmtry was, 
affording a great contrast to neighbouring Russia proper 
— "Gottes Landchen" — God's little country, Duke 

^ See p. 86 and note. 
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Gotthard called it,^ but this was less the result of 
natural advantages than of the superior education and 
industry of the people, added to the absence of the 
communal system. These conditions combined had led 
to the development of a flourishing agriculture, in proof 
whereof in the telegraphic reports regarding the state 
of the crops in forty-nine provinces of the Empire, 
which I happened to read at this time, Courland was 
the only one where the harvest prospects were said to be 
" thoroughly satisfactory." 

On the eve of SL John (old style) all the neighbour- 
hood gathered in the Count's park at nightfall, and after 
rustic feasting, liberally furnished by him, bonfires were 
lighted, and peasant girls in white dresses danced in 
' rounds, singing Lettish songs in honour of the harvest 
god Ligho. They crowned Schouv^oflf and me with 
oak wreaths, an honour I, at least, felt to be quite tm- 
merited ; but, being young and active, I took his turn 
as well as my own in jumping through the flames, a vital 
part of the ritual. 

There were grand oaks, some not less than three 
hundred years old, in the forest where we went to shoot 
foxes that would not be shot ; but where we did actually 
turn out and kill some unhappy badgers, for the Count 
had a whole pack of dachshimds, and this was the one 
occasion on which I saw them put to the use impUed 
by their name. A solemn stork stood by the hour on 
one leg on a nest, now empty of yoimg, at the top 
of a stumpy fir-tree. A vast colony of rooks cawed in 
a wood some way from the house. Once and again a 
blue roller flitted by. From a lime-tree branch, low 
down, a goldfinch sitting on belated eggs eyed me 
unconcernedly. 

^Gotthard Kettler, last of the Livonian Mastem of the Teutonic 
Order, was created (first) Duke of Courland and Semigallia, in 1561, by 
Sigismund Augustus, King of Poland, whose feudal supremacy was then 
adknowledged. Courland was formally united to Russia in 1795. 

B.K. F 
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The day after our arrival I excited the wonder and 
admiration of my host and his friends in very simple 
fashion. Walking for the first time to the forest, gun 
on shoulder, we came to a high-arched bridge over a 
stream, a tributary of the river Aa, itself an affluent of 
the Dvina, banked and choked in places by rushes and 
reeds, lihes white and yellow, red purslain and white 
water-crowfoot. There were water-voles, too, moor-hens, 
dabchicks, king-fishers and solemn herons. In the shallows 
the stream ran fairly fast. 

It was a blazing hot day, and, taking in at a glance 
the probabilities, I shpped a cartridge into my Westley- 
Richards and snapped the breach to, with some ostenta- 
tion. " What are you going to shoot ? " asked Schouv&lofi 
surprised. " Shchuku (a pike)." " A pike ? Shoot a 
pike ? Never heard of such a thing 1 How do you know 
there are any ? " " Well, just wait a moment all of you." 
They stopped, and I, walking gingerly on to the bridge, 
looked cautiously over the stone parapet. There, sure 
enough, was a good-sized pike (nearly 4 lbs.) basking 
below me. I raised my gun, aimed and fired; up 
turned a white belly ; I called Schouv&lofif, and he with 
the rest coming forward saw with astonishment the 
result of my shot. A keeper had it out in a trice ; we 
had baked pike for supper that night, and I have a 
suspicion that this very simple performance lingers yet 
in the memory of Ruhenthal. 

One thing only had not been neglected at this " Liberty 
Hall " — the kitchen garden, namely, which was in excel- 
lent order, and contained enough cabbages, potatoes, 
peas, beans, etc., to feed a regiment, though ostensibly 
kept up only for the requirements of the dozen or so 
inhabitants of the chateau. No doubt the squint-eyed 
gardener reaped his own reward — ^the Count certahily 
had no share in it. 

That evening, walking in the garden after dinner, 
SchouvdloS told me the story of his mother's flight from 
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Ruhenthal, when left a widow by the death of her first 
husband. Prince Plat6n Ztiboff. Young — she was only 
eighteen^ — ^pretty, enormously wealthy, she was, or 
thought herself, in danger of death or a forced marriage 
at the hands of the Zubofi family. Her faithful old 
steward had a million roubles in coffered gold. Concerting 
measures they left Ruhenthal secretly and suddenly, and 
made their way to Italy. Here two years and more were 
spent, and then, the money being at an end, the lady 
returned to Russia in time for the coronation of Nicholas I., 
and met and married Schouvdlofi's father. He (Schou- 
viloff) remembered that long afterwards, when travelling 
in Italy, if a villa pleased her she would buy it at any 
price, instal herself, remain a few weeks, then sell it for 
next to nothing to the first bidder. 

Plat6n Ztiboff, bom in 1767, succeeded Demitrieff- 
Mimonoff in Catherine's favour on 18th June, 1789. 
The chronique scandaleuse of that great lady, so pitihily 
characterised by Byron in Don Juan, tells us that he 
remained alone with her on 21st June till 11 o'clock at 
night — ^very late for those days — ^and on the 24th received 
a present of Rs. 10,000 and a ring with her Majesty's 
portrait. Catherine, no Astarte, was generous to her 
lovers : she bestowed on Ztibofi, further, the orders of 
St. Anne and St. Alexander Nevsky and the rank of 
major-general. The death of Poty6mkin soon afterwards 
made his position secure. He received appointments to 
various exalted offices and the gift of krge estates in 
Lithuania and Courland (Ruhenthal and Salven) com- 
prising 50,000 "souls"; also the higher orders of St. 
Vladimir and St. Andrew. The Holy Roman Emperor, 
to please Catherine, made him first a count (1793) and 
then a prince (1796) — a goodly array of honours for one 
whose chief merit was that, like Sir WiUoughby Patteme, 
"he had a leg." On the accession of Paul I. Zthott 
was exiled, but soon recalled, and on the nth March, 
1801, took a principal part in the assassination of that 
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unhappy monarch.^ Thenceforward he lived in retire- 
ment at Ruhenthal till his death in 1822. Less than a 
year before that event he married a Polish girl, Thekla 
Ign&tievna Valentinovich, whose only child by him died 
soon after birth. She it was who became the wife of 
Count Andrei Schouvdlofi, and the mother of my friends, 
Peter and Paul. 

On another occasion — I quote from my diary — 
Schouvdlofi said : 

" Plat6n, now Metropolitan of Kiefi, is very coarse, 
but an able man. When I went to Riga as Governor- 
General (1864), the Russian and German elements were 
at daggers drawn and, of course, Plat6n sided with 
the Russians. My first problem vras to reconcile them in 
some way, and I began by giving dinners and soiries, to which 
I invited both parties. Plat6n came to the first dinner and 
I received him with honour — ^went out to the staircase to 
meet him ; seated him next myself, etc. ... I, even, had 
separate dishes specially prepared for him, because the black 
clergy may not eat meat. He ate a very good dinner, and 
afterwards my wife engaged him in conversation and he 
became the centre of the ladies' drcle, comprising those of the 
highest Baltic-German society. After a time I went up to him 
and remarked that I feared he had fed poorly, on lenten fare, 
while others feasted. His answer was of a nature to bring 
confusion on his listeners. The local fair ones set him down, 
of course, as a Russian barbarian, for whom my wife, on her 
part, could only blush. Later on, he said something about 
Peter the Great coming to Riga and (I modify his expression) 
' claiming ' every good-looking girl he saw. 

" A great question at this time was the religion of those 
whose fathers had been baptized as Orthodox and had pro- 
fessed this Faith — as many did — on the promise of land. 
That promise was in many cases not fulfilled and they eventu- 
ally relapsed, re-baptising their children as Lutherans. There 
was bitter quarrelling between the clergy of the two denomina- 
tions on this account, and it went so far that children were 
seized by the Orthodox clergy and baptised by force ; and 

^ It was Plat6n Zdboff's brother Nicholas, some say, who struck the 
last blow and split the unhappy Emperor's temple. 
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in one case the infant was killed during the struggle that 
took ]dace I I went to St. Petersburg to see what could be' 
done, and a meeting was held under the presidency of the 
Emperor at which it was decided that no measures should 
be taken publidy — ^that I should simply pay no attention 
to the complaints of one side or other, but let the people go 
their own way. After a time Plat6n wrote to me, com- 
plaining that no reply had been given to any of the numerous 
complaints he had made. I donned full uniform, and all 
my orders, or most of them, and paid him an official visit, in 
the course of which I explained the resolution come to by 
the Emperor at St. Petersburg. ' Then the Emperor condones 
and even encourages apostasy ? ' and, turning to his Majesty's 
portrait on the wall, he spat at it I I protested ; told him 
that this was going too far ; that I was Governor-General, 
present in my official capacity, and that it was my duty to 
report him ; Plat6n got frightened and begged me to forget 
it. I agreed to do so on condition of better behaviour in 
future, and thenceforth he and I were good friends. I left 
him at Riga when summoned to other duties. 

" Albedinsky, my successor, quarrelled at once with Plat6n, 
and the latter was removed and sent, a quasi-exile, to 
the Don Country. I told Albedinsky that this was a mistake, 
for Plat6n knew the Baltic Provinces and the people, and 
would have dealt with the burning question better than any- 
one else. Yet it is believed in Moscow that he left the 
Baltic Provinces through my representations I On the 
contrary, he never forgot my service in keeping silence over 
his outburst, and admits to this day that I might have 
mined him. 

" Once, when I was police-master a fire occured at the 
Alexander Nevsky Monastery, and when the firemen got 
under the roof they began throwing out whatever the monks 
had stored there. To the great amusement of the people 
looking on vast quantities of salted meat came tumbling 
down. 

" When travelling with the late Emperor, at the time when 
I was Chief of the Gendarmerie, I constantly sat between 
members of the higher Clergy ; for they always had to be 
invited, and when I asked ti^e Emperor where they were to 
be placed he would invariably answer, ' as far from me as 
possible 1 ' Now, my position was at the end of the table 



86 RUSSIA IN THE ' EIGHTIES ' 

opposite his Majesty, so that priests, abbots, bishops, or 
whatever they happened to be, were placed on either side 
of me." 

Soon after my return to St. Petersburg I telegraphed : 

" The colonisation of Siberia goes on satisfactorily. Eighteen 
thousand exiles pass through Ekaterinburg yearly, eastward 
bound. 

" Of the conscripts in the Government of St. Petersburg 
last year one half could neither read nor write." 

The ironical nature of this message escaped the censor's 
notice. 

On the 20th August the Supreme Executive Conmiis- 
sion was abolished even more suddenly and imexpectedly 
than it had been created, and by an ukase of greater 
historical significance than that which had given it being. 
For with the Commission, at a stroke of the pen, went 
once and for ever the famous Third Section^ — all its 
affairs, together with its executive organ, the Corps of 
Gendarmerie, being transferred to the Ministry of the 
Interior. Established by the despot Nicholas I. imder 
the impression of the Decabrist revolt (1825), this ill- 
omened institution was credited with having given birth 
to the very evil it was formed to suppress, for the " affair 
of December" was the work of a very limited set of 
aristocrats, and, if anj^hing, showed the general absence 
of any tendency towards revolution in the Russia of that 
day. The personal qualities of this or that Chief might 
mitigate — ^as in Schouv&loff's case — ^the severities and 
injustice of a jurisdiction beyond control and without 
appeal; but the very sobriquet given him — ^Peter the 
Fourth — ^proves the almost limitless authority at his 
disposal, an authority no human being ought ever to 
possess. The Third Section, as the Sovremdnnia Izviistia 
{Contemporary News) remarked, on the occasion of its 
abolition had, in order to justify its existence, to imagine 
dangers and transform innocent citizens into evilly- 

1 " Of His Majesty's own ChanceUery." 
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disposed persons, and the most legitimate efforts for the 
public good into nefarious conspiracies. When at last 
the inevitable happened and conspiracies were actually 
formed, with more or less revolutionary aims, the Third 
Section failed conspicuously in the essential object of its 
existence, for it neither (Uscovered nor defeated them. 
It could not even guard itself from danger, as evidenced 
by the fact that its own chief, M^zentseff , fell the victim 
of political assassination.^ 

Benckendorfi's treatment of the poet Pushkin was but 
a sample of the petty tyranny and interference with 
perfectly loyal though free-thinking subjects that in 
numberless less conspicuous cases went very much 
further, and drove men to sedition.' Nihilism, the 
Sovreminnia Izvidstia concluded, was in fact the child 
of the Third Section ; and the conservative Ntfvoe 
Vrimya^ endorsed without qualification the verdict of its 
Moscow contemporary. Indeed, the Russian press of 
all shades of opinion hailed, much too hopefully, the 
abolition of the Third Section as the end of arbitrary 

^ M^xentseflE was killed 4th August. 1878, the assassin driving a kifijil 
(dagger) into his stomach. 

* General Alexander Christof6rovich Benckendorfi (1783-1844), 
first chief of the famous Third Section, had distinguished himself 
greatly in the war with Napoleon. He was of German descent, the 
founder of the family havingbeen mayor of Riga late in the seventeenth 
century. Nicholas I. giving audience to Pushkin, whose writings and 
escapades were not, one must admit, of a nature to conciliate an auto- 
crat, said : " You have committed follies enough, I trust, to act sensibly 
at last, ih which case we need quarrel no more. In future you will 
send me all you write and I myself will be your censor," a sentence — 
considering who the interlocutors were — of stupendous fatuity. But 
Nicholas spoke in sober earnest and not only did he take upon himself 
to advise, criticise, allow and disallow, the outpourings of Russia's 
greatest genius, but actually placed him under the tutelage, in so far 
as concerned conduct, of his high-policeman Benckendorfi, a dull 
martinet, to whom freedom of any kind was anathema, obedience the 
virtue supreme. He treated Pushkin as a pedant might a froward 
schoolboy, and his victim felt it bitterly. Benckendorfi was created 
count in 1832 and in default of male issue was succeeded by his nephew 
Constantine. Prom him descended the late Ambassador to the Court 
of St. James. 
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govenunent in Russia, the inauguration of a rdgn of law 
and justice. 

M^likofi by this ukase became Minister of the Interior, 
and as the affairs of the Supreme Commission as well 
as those of the Third Section were transferred to that 
ministry ; as, moreover, all the special powers conferred 
upon the Dictator by the former ukase were renewed 
in his favour *' until We decree otherwise," his authority 
for the time being remained practically undiminished. 

During all this time very little was heard from the 
so-called Merv expeditionary force; but Skdbeleff, 
telegraphing to the Ndvoe Vrimya on the 27th July 
(8th August), said, in reference to sinister rumours that 
had got about : '' Not only am I not a prisoner, but with 
a handful of some six hundred brave fellows I have been 
under the walls of Geok Tepi and bombarded them. 
The enemy, on foot and horseback, to the number of 
over ten thousand, attacked us, but were beaten ofE. 
Spies report they got more than they liked." The date 
of this affair was the loth June. 

At the end of August, when the Emperor left for the 
Crimea, I took the opportunity of revisiting Moscow 
and Nijni N6vgorod. 

His Majesty, before leaving, gave audience to the 
Marquis Tseng, who had come from London to n^otiate 
a Treaty in lieu of Chung-how's. The speech of the 
Chinese Plenipotentiary on the occasion of his presenta- 
tion, shorn of conventionaUties, ran as follows : 

"My august Sovereign has charged me to assure your 
Imperial Majesty that he is inspired by a sincere wish that 
the question arising from non-ratification of the Treaty 
concluded should be decided in a spirit of harmony and 
justice, and is firmly convinced that this will be to the advan- 
tage of both Empires and serve to strengthen friendly relations 
between them." 

The Emperor, who in April had sent a naval force to 
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the Far East to bring pressure to bear upon China, in 
his reply said haughtily : 

" I am very glad to see here the representative of China. 
My intentions and wishes are in conformity with those ex- 
pressed by the Ambassador on behalf of the Chinese Govern- 
ment. Unhappily, the action of the Chinese Government 
did not fully answer to my expectations, and I have but 
just received the news that the Chinese Government has 
resolved to satisfy aU our demands. This may perhaps serve 
as a good beginning for further negotiations. I presume that 
it is due to the representations of the Ambassador. The 
news of Chung-how's pardon is as agreeable to me as that 
of his condemnation was unwelcome. I leave this city in 
the course of the week, and the Ambassador would do wdl to 
lose no time in making known to M. de Giers the proposals 
he has to make, as M. de Giers will accompany me." 

The resulting Treaty of St. Petersburg will be dealt 
with later. It was Russia who gave way and China 
whose demands were fulfilled.^ 

In November I was present at a trial which resulted 
in the hanging of two more NihUists. They, with the 
rest of a revolutionary band formed at Lipetsk in 1879, 
had been betrayed by the jew Goldenberg, the assassin 
of Prince Kropotkin, Governor-General of Kharkofi. It 
was officially made known that Goldenberg, having made 
his confession, had hanged himself in prison. Few of 
his victims were arrested immediately, but they were 
nearly all caught sooner or later. Their chief, Mikh&iloff, 
was arrested at the end of 1880. He was succeeded by 
Jehdbofi, who had helped to lay mines under the rails 
at Alexandrovsk and imder the Kaz&n bridge in St. 
Petersburg — ^two of the many abortive attempts on the 
Emperor's life. Sophie Per6vskaya was said to be 
Jeli&bofi's mistress, but that, as likely as not, was a 
calunmy. We shall hear of them all very soon. 

The Emperor, accompanied by M^likofi, returned to the 
capital early in December, and on the 8th, being St. 

»P. 117. 
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George's day, at the annual festival of that valiant Order, 
the first toast, to the German Emperor, was given in the 
warmest terms by his illustrious nephew, who recapitu- 
lated his military services, and bore witness to his " un- 
failing friendship for Russia and for her sovereign." 

Alexander II. had meantime, a few weeks only after 
the death of the Empress, married his mistress, the 
Princess Dolgortikaya, by whom he akeady had children. 
At the end of 1880 I wrote that a novel means had been 
devised to prepare the public mind for the eventual 
recognition of the Princess not as Empress but as the 
wife of Russia's Sovereign. Word had been passed roimd 
amongst those connected with the Court that the marriage 
was no longer to be considered a secret by Russian 
society. The question then arose : In what sense was 
this to be taken ; was society simply to utter aloud 
what it had so long babbled in secret, or mark its quasi- 
discovery of an event long known in some more visible 
way? 

A little later I learnt that an Imperial ukase had 
been prepared, in which his Majesty graciously com- 
municated to the Senate the fact of his marriage with 
the Princess Dolgortikaya, or, as she was now called. 
Princess Ytirievskaya.* This document, which was not 
intended for publication, commenced with the words : 
" Having contracted a second legal marriage with the 
Demoiselle Princess Dolgortikaya, etc.," and went on 
to define the position of the Princess and of her children. 
The latter, in accordance with Russian law, were legiti- 
mised by the fact of the parents' marriage, but were 
excluded from the succession to the Throne by an article 
in the code based upon an ukase of, I beUeve, the Emperor 
Paul, which also barred the recognition of their mother 
as Empress of Russia. The Emperor at this time used 

* The masculine forms are DolgortUcy and Ytirievsky, as Per6vsky 
is of Per6vskaya, above. Perhaps it would be better in English to 
drop the feminine. 



RUSSIA m THE ' EIGHTIES ' 91 

to drive daily, accompanied by his wife and surrounded 
by the usual escort of mounted Caucasians, to the Summer 
Garden, where the illustrious couple took their morning 
walk in such security as high railings and a vigilant 
police could give. 

English Christmas Day, 1880, I spent at Vdrtemiaki, 
the other guests being General von Schweinitz, German 
Ambassador ; General von Werder (then a sort of personal 
Envoy from the Emperor William to his august relative, 
later, ambassador) ; Count Nigra, Italian Ambassador ; 
and Lord and Lady Dufferin. A fine large bear, imusually 
black, was shot by Pavel P&vlovich, being driven to him, 
as I saw, by arrangement between him and the keepers ; 
but as neither Coimt Peter nor any other of his guests 
was aware of it no one was any the worse. The only time 
I ever saw my friend really angry was some months 
earlier, when he detected one of t^e same keepers in the 
act of taking me ofE to an inferior capercailzie "tok"^ 
when he had told him to take me to the best, naming it — 
the man's object being, then as now, to keep the pick of 
ever3rthing for his young master. It was nothing to him 
that " Piotr Andr^ich " (Peter, son of Andrew) had taken 
over and paid for the whole of the shooting, including 
his own wages I Schouv&loff 's anger was something painful 
to vritness, but it was the only outburst of the kind I 
ever knew him guilty of, and the motive excused it. 

We lunched in the woods, and I brought out uneicpect- 
edly, as my contribution, a real English pliun-pudding, 
much to every one's amusement. That night I dined 
at the Embassy, and the constitution of the House of 
Lords coming under discussion Lord Dufierin said : " I 

^ See p. 241. Tok in Russian is from Tokdt, to make a place smooth 
by beating, hammering, treading, etc., and is applied to the place 
so trodden to which the males of certain non-pairing birds, such as the 
capercailzie, black-game, snipe, ruff, crane, Uttle bustard and others, 
call the hens in the breeding seasons and where they fight for them. 
Hence tokordt, to call in this way ; morning or evening iok, the time 
or act of calling. Dahl, Tolkdvui Slcvdr jivavo (pronounced jivdoa) 
VelikoHiskavo yasikd, a great work. 
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am inclined to think that it wotild be by no means a bad 
move to modify it in some way." What a pity that he 
and those who thought with him failed to cany out their 
ideas I 

It was on the above occasion that Schouv&lofE uttered 
a warning to which I owed my early escape from fallacies 
which up to recent times have beset so many fervent 
admirers of the Russian people and more especially of 
the fwujik. After the death of the bear we were for a 
few minutes surrounded by a crowd of peasants, not less 
than 200 men, women, and children, who had been 
employed as beaters. The majority were poorly clad, 
in dirty, ragged sheepskins, and much worn boots or 
vdlenki. Many were anaemic looking and of wretched 
ph3^ique, but the utmost good-humour prevailed. All 
were delighted with the success of the drive, and many 
a ribald jest passed at poor dead Bruin's eicpense, young 
anid old (Mattering away like so many monkej^. Presently 
Count Paul, catching an old man by the ear, dragged him 
up to me, a twinkle in his eye, saying ; " Akh ti I (Oh 
thou I followed by a familiar but unprintable term of 
endearment) shelma (rascal). Look, Iv^ Ivinovichl 
This fellow was my own serf, like all the rest of them, 
or their fathers — ^it's true, eh ? (pulling his ear). I could 
have sent him into the army, to Siberia, anywhere, and 
now he's as free as I am " (another pull). The man 
grinned '' all over his face," inexpressibly pleased and 
proud to be thus noticed by his master, whose genial 
nature and reputation for gallantry in the field had made 
him very popular. The crowd laughed in sympathy, 
and I, fresh from reading panegyrics on the Russian 
peasantry, turned to my friend Peter, saying : " Wtat 
delightful people 1 Your mujiks are simply adorable I " 
" Yes," said my friend, " but make no mistake. They 
are all that their worshippers say of them, of their good- 
nature, their devotion, their soulfulness and all the rest 
of it ; but never forget that there is quite another side. 
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These very men — aye, and women, too — ^would if I passed 
the word that you were a Nihilist and had, possibly, 
taken a part in the recent attempts on the Tsar, set upon 
you and, Uterally, tear you to fragments/' He then quoted 
briefly the story of a wounded French soldier with wife 
and child caught by peasants during the retreat from 
Moscow. They first killed the man out of pity for his 
lamentable condition ; next they could not bear to see 
the woman, wild with fear and grief, suffer so ; and the 
same argument appUed, of course, with double cogency 
to the case of the child. Thus all three were brained by 
the " kindly " peasants with their axes " out of pity." 

On many occasions in after years in various parts of 
the Tsar's wide empire, as well as in my reading, I came 
upon this other and darker side of the Russian peasants' 
nature. At Geok TepS, in 1881, took place a three days' 
orgy of lust and massacre; in 1893, when the doctors 
were killed in the towns of the Lower Volga during a 
cholera epidemic, on a wild suspicion of spreading the 
disease, frenzied women jumped on their dead bodies 
and spat in their upturned faces; on the Amoor six 
thousand unarmed Chinamen were driven into the river 
and drowned in 1900. These are merely samples, and we 
have yet to learn the full truth about the Bolshevik Red 
Terror. 

By the beginning of 1881 Sk6belefi's campaign against 
the Tekke Turkomans had become the one topic of con- 
versation. Would it succeed; would it fail; might it 
not end in disaster ? Amongst the Russians therts were 
many who envied the young general, the popular hero, 
and protested that there were others to whom the com- 
mand should rather have been entrusted. They hinted at 
rashness, inexperience, and were divided between the 
patriotic desire to see the Turkomans crushed, and a 
lurking hope of being able to say : " I told you so I " 
The foreign element in the Russian capital had, as a 
whole, no sympathy with Russia; and the EngUsh in 
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particular, so they honestly thought, no reason to wish 
her success in Central Asia. 

The official organ of the War Office, the Russki Invalid 
(Invalide Russe), had a monopoly of the news, such as it 
was, which the press in general, there being no evening 
papers, copied twenty-four hours later. Diuing December 
hardly a word came through, but it was known that the 
critical hour was at hand, and the public grew uneasy. 
It was only on the 13th January, 1881, thai we learnt 
officially and very briefly what had been going on up to 
the 4th instant. Serious fighting began on the 23rd 
December, when a Russian transport train was attacked 
and the camels driven of!, to be recovered soon after. 

Sk6belefE, meanwhile, pushed on his conmiand, taking 
and fortifying successively four minor posts, and a second 
time reconnoitred Geok Tepg. On the 20th December, 
Colonel Kuropatkin,^ with a small force, arrived from 
the Amu Daria, after a hazardous march of four hundred 
versts. On the ist January, Yangi Kali, a fortified 
place, a mile or so to the south of Geok Tepe, was stormed, 
and on the following day a sortie from the latter strong- 
hold was repulsed, after which a reconnoitring force was 
attacked so vaUantly by the Turkomans that some of 
the latter were killed within ten paces, and Sk6bele£E 
himself had to come up. 

On the 4th the first parallel was drawn at eight hundred 
paces from Geok Tepg, but not without severe fighting, 
in which fell Genersd Petrus6vich. Another officer and 
nineteen men were killed, and some sixty were wounded. 
The Tekkes, who were aided by five thousand men from 
Merv, fought obstinately, and left three himdred bodies 
on the right flank alone. 

On the 17th a telegram from Sk6belefl, dated the nth, 
gave news of severe fighting on the two previous days. 
On the 9th, it appeared, at six in the evening, the 
Tekkes, to the number of thirty thousand, made a 

'Afterwards commander-in-chief in the Russo-Japanese war. 
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desperate sally on the troops engaged in the trenches 
— ^in all two thousand six hundred — and captured the 
advance works and part of the second parallel, which 
had meantime been constructed, taking four mountain 
guns and three mortars. The Russian reserve coming 
up, however, beat the enemy back, recapturing all but 
one gun, the Turkoman cavalry, which attacked the 
camp, being also repulsed. At seven in the morning, the 
Tekkes retreating, Sk6belefE ordered the trenches of 
the third parallel to be opened, and this operation was 
successfully concluded, in spite of a second sortie of the 
enemy. On the loth Geok Tepg and its eastern out- 
works were bombarded, and the latter, situated at the 
distance of fifty paces only from the wall, were taken 
by storm. The Russian losses in the two days' fighting 
were two himdred and ten killed and wounded. 

On the 19th we were given Sk6belefE's telegram of the 
13th reporting a sortie two days earlier, which sounds like 
a repetition of the former one. A desperate fight resulted 
in a loss to the Russians of another mountain gun and a 
total of one himdred and fifty-four ofiicers and men killed 
and wounded. It began to be whispered that Sk6belefi's 
position had become critical. 

On the 23rd came his report that on the night of the 
15th he had taken and was holding, though not without 
a struggle, a position only fifty yards from the walls, the 
enemy making the most determined efforts to dislodge the 
besiegers. Thus, on the evening of i6th the Tekkes had 
saUied out in force against the Russian centre and right 
flank, when a desperate hand-to-hand fight ensued all along 
the line, ending, however, in the repulse of the enemy. 
The further Russian loss up to the afternoon of the 17th 
was one himdred and seventeen killed and wounded. 

The papers complained of the meagreness of the news 
from the seat of war and the unnecessary delay in its 
pubUcation, the Gdlos adding that reinforcements were 
absolutely necessary. 
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There followed a week of silence, during which, in the 
minds of patriotic Russians, suspense grew to anguish. 

On the 26th I went after wolves with Schouv&loS. 
Von Schweinitz was of the party, and drove with us in 
the Count's ^aika. Coming back we dropped him at the 
door of the German Embassy in the Great Morsk&ya. 
He had said good-bye and was moving towards the steps 
when, the hall-porter having spoken to him in a low voice, 
he turned back, and taking SchouvilofE's hand again 
shook it vigorously, sa3dng, '' My dear Count, allow me 
to congratulate you most heartily. Sk6belefE has stormed 
and taken Geok Tep£ I " 

The victorious General's despatch dated 24th January, 
1881, ran as follows : 

" To-day, after nine hours' bloody fighting, the whole of 
the fortified positions known under the names of Geok Tep^ 
and Denghel TepS were taken by storm. The enemy took to 
flight along the whole line, and were pursued and cut up for 
a distance of fifteen versts. Our victory was complete. We 
have taken a quantity of guns, small arms, ammunition, the 
camp, and provisions. Will communicate our losses. Those 
of tiie enemy were immense. The troops bore themselves 
like heroes." 

The imhappy Tturkomans lost twenty thousand men 
in the siege and storming of their wretched fortress, in 
the subsequent merciless pursuit, and in the orgy of 
lust and rapine deUberately permitted to the troops 
for two and seventy hours by their commander-in-chief ; 
for Sk6belefi , like Yerm61ofi before him in the Caucasus, 
believed that with Asiatics the only way was to deal 
them at once a smashing blow.^ They would then in all 

^ In spite of denials by Mme. de Novikoff and others I can affirm on 
the autiioiity of men who were there that on this occasion Sk6beleff. 
like Tilly at Magdeburg, gave his soldiers absolute freedom to work 
their will on the inhabitants during three days and nights. Soon 
after the expiry of this term the " ^^Hbite General " caught a favourite 
sergeant committing some criminal action, and had him shot out of 
hand, saying : " Tbree days I gave you — ^not one minute more ! " 
Amongst the slain was Count Orldfi-Denisoff, Schouv^ff's stepson. 
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probability give in and become loyal subjects of the 
Tsar ever afterwards. It is not always a safe rule to 
follow, never, of course, a right one ; but on this and 
other occasions it gave the desired result. The Turko- 
man steppes, after centiuies of lawless unrest, were at 
peace from the storming of Geok TepS until the recent 
revolution. 



CHAPTER V 

Ofi after bears — Oldnets — Religion and rsuo&^KdUuala and 
builini — Captain Hamilton — Running down the lynx — ^Bears 
and squirrels — ^An awkward moment — Small-shot at a bear — 
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and Russia kept apart — ^M^likofi's constitution — ^Mme. de 
N6vikofE's views — ^The Tsar's funeral — ^Lord Dufierin and the 
Queen — ^Liberal and Slavophil — Count Valtiyefi — Autocracy 
upheld — Slavophil triumph — ^Regicide trial — ^Horrors of an 
execution — Lord Dufierin leaves Russia — ^Anti-Jewish 
pogr&ms — Russo-Chinese treaty — ^Tsar and Kaiser at Danzic 
— King Humbert at Vienna — ^The Nihilist party — Count 
Kalnoky — Sarah Bernhardt — ^The Jeannette, 

To visit not very distant places, connected with the 
capital by rail and telegraph, was one thing ; to disappear 
into the heart of the forest — a two daj^' journey by road 
from St. Petersburg and many hours drive from the 
nearest telegraph station— quite another. So that before 
starting on a bear-hunting expedition with an English 
friend to the Province of 016nets I applied for and 
obtained from Mudford leave of absence for three weeks. 
We set out on our journey due east on the afternoon 
of the i6th February, 1881, and, sledging all the way 
on difficult roads, reached our headquarters, Shim6zero, 
late at night on the i8th. 

016nets is the Government or Province immediately 
east of Lake L4doga ; it entirely surrounds Lake On^a,^ 

^ See map at end of volume. English people, even some of those 
living in Russia, with singular obstinacy, persist in reversing the 
position of the accents in these two names, making them Lad6ga and 
6nega. 
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and is made up almost wholly of water, bog and forest. 
It possessed, formerly, important iron-works at Petro- 
zav6dsk, where from the beginning of the eighteenth 
century cannon were cast for the Russian navy ; * but 
its wealth, such as it is, consists now of timber, and the 
fur and food supplied by river, lake and forest. It is 
inhabited mainly by the Korels, a most ancient division 
of the Finnish race, who, on the southern borders of the 
Province, thanks to the fact that they were converted 
to Christianity by the Orthodox Russians and not, like 
their relations in Finland proper by the then Roman 
CathoUc Swedes, are undergoing a gradual process of 
russification ; and it would be difficult anywhere to find 
a clearer example of the aU-important effect of religion 
on the absorption of an aUen race. We had it thrust 
upon us, so to say, during our brief sojourn in the coimtry 
south of Lake On^, where the old people spoke, prefer- 
ably, Finnish, the younger generations used Russian 
with at least equal freedom, and their children in turn, 
in many cases, knew Russian only, whereas in Finland 
Russian never made the sUghtest progress. Furtha: 
south still, in the N6vgorod Government and on, perhaps 
to Moscow and beyond, the same process has been going 
on for centuries, and has resulted in the production of a 
race in which the Finnish element to a large extent 
disappears from view. 

A strange survival of paganism amongst the Korels 
was the annual sacrifice of sheep and cattle in honour 
of St. Elias, and this on the shore of Lake L&doga, within 
twenty miles of the famous island monastery of Valaam.' 

^ The Petrovski works {Mav6d), founded by Peter in 1703, were closed 
in 1 72 1. The Alexandrovski works were opened in 1774, and lasted 
down to outbreak of the late war. 

* Tserkdvni Viesinik (Church Messenger), Aug. 1885. Ilia (the 
prophet Elias) is held in great veneration in Russia, his feast being 
kept on July 20th (O.S.), our August ^nd, which is called ' thunder- 
bringing ' Igrdmo-nosny), and like many another saint he carries on, 
doubtless, the traditions of some heathen idol — ^in his case Perun. 
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Owing to its geographical position and the harbourage 
it affords^ 016nets, with its wide wastes of water and bear- 
haunted forests, can claim the unique distinction of having 
preserved for the world the epics of two widely different 
races. The Kilevala was mainly recovered by Lonrott 
from the Korelian Finns, and many of the Russian 
buiUni, of the Vladimir cycle, were likewise found there, 
amongst the descendants of Russian fugitives ; so that, 
unpromising as the province might seem to anyone 
but a sportsman, it is second to no other in the whole 
Russian Empire in the value and importance of its 
historical and literary 3deld. 

My companion and I were by no means the first English- 
men to hunt bears in 016nets. An officer in the Russian 
guards. Captain Hamilton, had some years previously 
made a reputation as an ardent sportsman, and especially 
as a runner on ski, after bears and other game. In the 
traditions of the British colony he was credited with 
having run down lynxes and even gluttons. From what 
I learnt in 016nets, from the men who had hunted with 
him, he had indeed run down many bears, and shown 
himself a sportsman of the best type ; but my informants 
discredited the story of the gluttons, and seemed to 
think that of the lynxes at best doubtful. They them- 
selves were famous hunters. Old Fe6dor, our chief hench- 
man, had killed over a hundred bears, many with the 
spear alone. Matimidn, another ancient, had a reputation 
second only to Fe6dor's, and both men were still tireless 
on their ski, and full of zeal and energy. They neither 
of them claimed to have run down glutton, one of the 
toughest of the beasts of the forest, about which quaint 
legends appear in old books and on early maps of Russia ; 
but in favourable circumstances they had now and 
again run lynxes to a standstill and killed them with 
sticks ; only, however, in companies of four men at least, 
who took in turn the arduous duty of " breaking " the 
track. Much, nearly everjrthing, of course depends on 
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the condition of the snow. Matimi&n's son, Mati&n, a 
very fast runner in the prime of hfe, claimed, indeed, 
that he had once nm a lynx to a standstill, alone. But 
hunter and quarry were equally exhausted. When the 
man stopped the beast stopped too ; when either 
advanced a step the other followed suit. The distance 
between them dwindled at last to not more than ten 
or twenty yards, at one time even less. The beast, with 
tongue lolling out and eyeballs glaring, lay stretched 
on the snow, with head turned to his enemy, who, in no 
better plight, stooped with one knee and one hand resting 
on the ski, labouring for breath. Then slowly and pain- 
fully the lynx, with eyes that never left him, dragged 
himself away. Mati&n made a last effort to follow, but 
collapsed and fell. Victory remained with the beast : 
" And," said the man, " I was not sorry after all, for he 
deserved it I How I got home aUve I hardly know. 
Had the cold increased or a snowstorm set in, death 
would have been certain." 

Hamilton's ardour for the chase interfered consider- 
ably with his military duties. He often outstayed his 
leave or was away without any. But tradition has it 
that the Emperor favoured him, and intervened more 
than once to save him from the consequences of his 
escapades. 

Others followed in Hamilton's tracks. Two of the 
Whishaws with a friend or so killed thirty-two bears in 
one expedition to 016nets not long before the time I 
am speaking of; and Lord William Compton,^ with 
Alick Clark, a local Englishman, killed seventeen in 
February, 1880. So that the way was prepared before 
us, and we could in no sense be caUed pioneers. My 
friend ' and I in the course of twelve days' actual hunting 
killed twenty-three, of which eleven were cubs from one 
to two and even three years old, the rest grown bears 

^ Afterwards Marquis of Northampton. 
* The Hon. Evelyn Hnbbard. 
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of from four to sixteen poods (144 to 576 lbs.) weight. 
Unlike Russian sportsmen, who invariably adopted the 
battue system, driving the bear out on to the guns with 
the aid of from one to two hundred or more shouting, 
shrieking peasants — ^men, women and children — ^we and 
our predecessors took with us only our three or four 
himters, with half a dozen dogs, and the " owner," i.e. 
the peasant who happened to have located the bear, 
which he usually does when the animal settles down 
to hibernate at the beginning of winter. 

The dogs were of a smallish breed, resembling the 
" eskimo " or sledge-dogs. On the last day, when follow- 
ing hard on the tracks of our biggest bear, I chanced to 
get well ahead of the rest of the party. Presently the dogs 
began barking just in front of me, as I thought at the 
bear. To my disgust they had left the warm scent of 
that noble quarry to tree a squirrel. I was indignant 
until Fe6dor explained calmly that this was their proper 
function. Bear-running, after all, was the exception, 
squirrel-hunting a regular and important industry ; and 
the dogs were trained to keep the frightened little creatures 
in one place by furious barking till the himter came up 
and killed each one with a single pellet in the head — ^f or 
a second charge would take away all profit, and a hole 
in the body diminish it not a Uttle. 

Old hands such as Fe6dor and Matimi&n made it their 
business to collect as many bear " owners " as possible, and 
then write or come to St. Petersburg and make arrange- 
ments with sportsmen willing to buy the right of killing 
the quarry at a definite scale of prices, generally so many 
roubles per pood. We paid only sixty roubles, then about 
five guineas, for our biggest ; but some of the Grand- 
dukes followed us next year and spoilt both the market 
and the yoimger people, who became independent and 
grasping. 

To show that, though frankly out for pleasure only, 
we benefited the peasantry by much more than the 
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money we spent, I will translate a few lines from a state- 
ment made on the occasion of our expedition in the 
016nets Official Messenger : 

" Owing to the want of good gmis, the deamess of gmi- 
powder, and the difficulty of obtaining it from the town 
stores, often from loo to 300 versts distant from the villages, 
the peasants of the Province of 016nets are quite unable to 
contend successfully with the wild beasts — ^wolves and bears — 
which destroy yearly great quantities of their domestic 
animals. For instance in the six years 1874-1879 the losses 
amounted, in this Province alone, to 3465 horses, 3429 foals, 
8,218 cows, 6,120 calves and I3i566 sheep, to an average 
yearly value of over 44,000 roubles." 

The weather was, with one brief exception, ideal — 
no wind, a blue sky, and, what was vastly more important, 
snow in absolutely perfect " going " condition — a matter 
that only s^i-runners can duly appreciate. We sometimes 
had to walk many miles to and from the herUgas, or 
lairs,^ and the chase itself once or twice led us many 
more. After a while we even took to allowing the bears, 
purposely, a certain amount of law; for the depth of 
the snow and the good surface gave us an advantage 
in speed not always balanced by the difficulties opposed 
to our progress by hilly groimd and the density of the 
forest. On one occasion we had failed to find the herUga, 
and were on our way back to the sledges. I had given 
my gun to Fe6dor, and was gliding on alone, poking my 
stafE under the snow-covered trunks and roots of fallen 
trees, calling out : Mishka stavdi, denghi davdi, as the 
peasant hunters do (" Michael, my honey ; get up, give 
us money "), when out came a large she-bear, followed 
by three good-sized cubs. The white and solitary waste 
seemed suddenly to swarm with bears I I was unarmed, 

^ One IB tempted to derive the first syllable from the Gennan bdr, 
there being no poesible derivations in Russian, but the new edition of 
the DicHonanry of ike Imperial Academy of Sciences, vol. i. 1895, warns 
us that the same word in Serbian means a pig-stye 1 The rest of the 
word is Russian, from ieftU, to lie down. 
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but luckily they made ofE towards Fe6dor, who soon 
saw them and hastily got my gun out of its leather cover. 
I slid down hill, snatched it from him on the nm, crammed 
in two cartridges and blazed away at the mother-bear. 
She growled but went on. I loaded again and hit her 
hard with my right. This time she turned and I finished 
her with the left at less than ten paces. One of the cubs 
ran back and was killed by my companion, who, having 
heard the firing, was coming up fast from behind a 
wooded hill. I finished off the other two, feeling puzzled 
and ashamed at having had to fire four bullets at one 
bear at a distance of a few yards only. When we 
came to skin her the mystery was explained. In my hurry 
I had loaded — the first time — ^with cartridges containing 
No. 6 shot. I was still ashamed, but no longer puzzled. 

I must explain that in Russia I shot all my game, 
big and small, with a Westley Richards 12-bore cylinder 
gun, using for bear and elk bullets cast by myself d little 
smaller than the bore, and sewn in bits of old white kid 
gloves well waxed. At an3^hing up to fifty or sixty 
yards — and in forest shooting one seldom wants to fire 
further — ^nothing could have been more effective ; and, 
of course, I had the additional advantage of using the 
weapon I was most accustomed to. 

It was on this expedition that we discovered the joys 
of ski'ing, which my companion and I agreed in regarding 
as a pursuit in itself, to be cultivated in future quite 
irrespective of bears, wolves, lynxes or any other objects 
of the chase ; indeed, the two Simdays, which to satisfy 
my companion's scruples we devoted to s^'-ing up and 
down hill instead of to the pursuit of bears, were by no 
means the least agreeably spent of our fourteen days in 
the forests. 

We drove into St. Petersburg on Friday night the 
nth March in a state of joyous exhilaration, for we had 
had a most successful and delightful trip, and were now 
looking forward to bath, dress-clothes, a well-set dinner 
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table and welcoming friends, after three weeks roughing 
it in the wilds. We were in a country kibUka, or rough, 
hooded sledge, drawn by two scraggy ponies, hoary with 
snow and their own frozen steam and breath. On the 
quay, nearing the Winter Palace, we were stopped by 
moimted Cossacks, and roughly ordered to drive round 
the back way. We were annoyed, but my friend remarked 
consolingly : " Well, I suppose the Tsar is alive all right, 
and they are still guarding him." Less than two days 
later, on Sunday, the fatal ist/i3th of March, this ruler 
of millions lay dead, slain by a Nihilist bomb. 

I had been luncheoning that day, with my late 
companion, on the V&sili Island, and we had^ lingered 
afterwards, recalling incidents of the chase and recounting 
them to a party of friends, when about 3.30 p.m. a lady, 
who lived opposite and had been out driving, burst in 
upon us with the news. Within a few moments we were 
all, in one vehicle or another, on our way to the scene 
of the explosion. On arrival I foimd a good many people 
gathered, but as yet no crowd. Nearly every face bore 
the expression, in varying degree, of horror and grief, 
though a few seemed strangely indifferent. Many were 
on their knees, both men and women, weeping and 
praying; others were searching for relics and rubbing 
their handkerchiefs in the blood-stained snow. There 
was little noise — a sob, a groan, now and then a passionate 
exclamation, but for the most part people conversed in 
undertones or kept silent, overmastered by the horror of 
the deed. 

The Emperor was in the habit, on leaving the razvdd 
or Sunday review in the Michael manige (riding-school), 
of taking coffee with the Grand-duchess Catherine in the 
neighbouring Michael Palace, and then driving either 
down the short Catherine street to the Anfchkoff palace, 
on the Nevsky, to visit his son and heir, or by the equally 
short Michael street and the Catherine canal to the 
Winter Palace, in either case but a few minutes' drive. 
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The preparations made by the assassins bear witness to 
their grim and ruthless determination, and at the same 
time prove the criminal negUgence of the pohce. The 
Catherine street had been mined from a basement butter- 
shop, and the mine remained undiscovered until after 
the assassination, although the authorities had received 
warning and had actually sent a general of engineers to 
make investigations. It was proved subsequently that 
when this officer made his enquiries of the butter-man, 
really K6bezefi, a leading Nihilist, there was nothing but 
a board between him and the mine, at which a naval 
lieutenant was even then working. But he was satisfied 
with the answers given, and reported " all well." In 
case the Emperor went the other way, three men armed 
with dynamite bombs were waiting about under the 
direction of the woman Perdvskaya. On the fatal day at 
a signal from her that the victim was coming that way 
two of the three moved on to the canal embankment. 
Then, as the carriage passed, one of them, Risak6fi, 
threw a bomb which exploded just behind it, partly 
shattering the woodwork and wounding several of the 
mounted Circassian escort. The Emperor got out, unhurt. 
The coachman implored him to get back into the 
carriage, declaring that he could perfectly well drive 
it home. But the Emperor, soUcitous for ^e wounded, 
took a step or two towards the pavement on the canal 
side, where the assassin was being held by some of the 
Circassians ; then, looking round and seeing that no one 
was killed, crossed himself, saying, ddva B6gu (" Thanks 
to God "). The assassin thereupon exclaimed, yeshchd-li 
sldva Bdgu (" Is it thanks to God yet " ?) ; and the Emperor 
having moved a few paces along the canal a beardless 
youth threw a bomb at his feet, mortally wounding him- 
self and his victim. The Emperor, driven to the Winter 
Palace in a sledge, in the arms of his brother Michael, 
who had been following him at some distance, only partly 
recovered consciousness and died at 3.30. The murderer, 
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Giinev^tsky, not identified as such for some days after- 
wards, died the same evening in hospital, whither he had 
been taken in the belief that he was a chance victim only, 
of the bomb. The third man, EmiU&nofi, I met at 
Khabar6vsk on the Amoor in 1909 — ^a mild intelligent 
grey-beard, who after years at the mines, had been set 
free. He had by a natural instinct run to the Emperor's 
help after the explosion of the second bomb. 

The effect produced by this terrible event was, of 
course, immense ; far greater, indeed, than would have 
been the case twelve months earlier, for then the many 
abortive attempts to kill the Tsar had compelled people 
to fear the worst, whereas of late there had been a lull 
in the terrorist proceedings, and the idea of danger had 
faded somewhat in men's minds. 

Naturally, no sooner was the first shock over than people 
began asking what the new Emperor's poUcy would be at 
home and abroad. To take the latter first, I telegraphed 
on the 17th from undeniable sources the firm intention 
of Russia's new sovereign to adhere to the pacific policy 
which had marked the closing years of his father's reign, 
and to maintain and strengthen, if possible, the good 
relations that bound together the conservative courts 
of the Continent. Signs, indeed, were not wanting in 
the Russian press of a desire to embark upon a more 
adventurous poUcy, but those who counted upon any 
serious change in the grouping of the powers would be 
disappointed. This proved true during the earher part, 
at least, of Alexander III.'s reign, though before the end 
of the year King Humbert's visit to Vienna, presaging 
the entry of Italy into the Austro-German alliance, 
set things in train for a rapprochement and eventually 
an alliance between France and Russia. It should be 
constantly borne in mind that, during many years, it 
was the radical nature of the RepubUcan Government 
in France and the frequent internal dissensions that kept 
France and Russia apart. 
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As regards internal afiairs, M^likofi, for all we then 
knew, had, after a first spasmodic call upon the public 
for help, narrowed his rdle, as expected, to that of " high- 
policeman " ; and as such, of course, had conspicuously 
failed — more especially in so far as mere measures of 
precaution were concerned. These could in no case have 
cured the disease of which Nihilism was but a symptom, 
but they might and should have sufficed to guard the 
Emperor's hfe. 

It became known when already too late that with the 
Emperor's sanction the dictator had prepared a measure 
not, as Mme. de Ndvikoff puts it, " granting very large 
representative privileges to all classes " — if not a Constitu- 
tion, a considerable step towards one — ^but merely institut- 
ing temporary conunissions, like those organised in 1859, 
for the elaboration of reform proposals which were to be 
submitted to examination, amongst others, of persons 
taken from the zemstvos and some of the principal 
towns. The measure was to have been promulgated 
on the 6/i8th March, five days only after the date of the 
assassination. 

What success, if any, this M61ikoff "Constitution" 
might have had, it is, of course, impossible to say. My 
own opinion is that the Russia of that day wanted nothing 
more than to be governed with a fiim hand, whatever 
the liberal professors and students, and the ifUeUigdntsia 
generally, might think or say to the contrary. As Joubert 
said, long ago, the natural demand of man is not liberty 
but justice, and it is only when justice is denied that 
liberty assumes in his eyes the position of supreme 
importance. I will go further and say that, in such a 
country as Russia — and even in some others — given 
justice at home and a guarantee against foreign aggression, 
the vast majority of the population would care not a 
rap for "liberty." But when autocratic government 
fails in both these respects, as it usually does, even the 
fnoujik begins to grumble. 
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Ifme. de NdvikofE wrote at this time : " Aks&kofi, 
Katk6ff, and we all at Moscow insist upon the absolute 
monarchy which alone can work well in Russia. Heaven 
save us from a Constitution/' and a little later she pro- 
tested passionately that "Western Constitutionalism is 
so contrary to our views that it can only be recommended 
by Russia's bitter enemies. The Western forms have 
ruined Bulgaria, and in Russia everybody is convinced 
that those who pretend to be our good-wishers recom- 
mend their rotten liberties only because it would be 
fatal to our country " — a foolish and unjust accusation. 

The funeral of the murdered Tsar was, of course, a 
most gorgeous and impressive sight. The body lay in 
state some days previously in the island church of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, while royalties and other distinguished 
persons were gathering in St. Petersburg from all parts 
of Europe and the nearer East ; and one night Schou- 
vdloS, being on guard in quality of Aide-de-camp General, 
took me in with him. A constant stream of people, 
mainly of peasant class, passed through, each in turn 
stopping to kneel and kiss the hand of the dead Tsar- 
emancipator, as I did, too, and with no little emotion ; 
for, whatever his faults, that hand had struck the fetters 
from some forty millions of human beings.^ On the day 
of the funeral, again, my friend drove me in his sledge 
through all the guards, and established me within the 
porch of the church in charge of a friend in high 
position. 

Before leaving the Russian capital the Prince of Wales, 
on behalf of the Queen, invested the new Tsar with the 
insignia of the Order of the Garter. The ceremony took 
place, of course, in strict privacy, at the Anichkofi Palace, 
only Lord Dufierin and some of his sta£E being present 
on our side. The Prince and Princess had come to 

^The figure nsnally given — ^twenty millions — does not include the 
Crown, Qiiixcb and some other scris, who were, together, more numerous 
than those privately owned. 
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Russia on Lord Diifferin's responsibility, as he tells us 
himself: 

" I was all in favour of the Prince coming, and of bringing 
his wife too. I knew that the risk though not absolutely 
nil (for no man can calculate on what these fanatics will do), 
was almost inappreciable, and considering what near relations 
our Royalties now are to those of Russia, and the fact that all 
the other princes of Europe were flocking to St. Petersbui^, 
it would have looked very ill if a brother-in-law and sister 
had been deterred from coming by the fear of any personal 
risk. Consequently I telegraphed to the Queen in that sense, 
in spite of the responsibiUty. Her Majesty telegraphed back 
that she would hold me personally liable for any harm 
that might happen to either of them, which under the circum- 
stances was not a very pleasant message." ^ 

Nor, one might add, a very sensible one. 

The exact truth about the short and sharp struggle 
that ensued, after the assassination, between the Liberals 
and the Slavophils, each striving desperately to gain the 
ear of the new Emperor, has never been told. It lasted 
just two months, and the first open move was the publica- 
tion on the 31st March of an Imperial PaveUnie (Order) 
summoning a Council, to consist of elected representatives 
of the city of St. Petersburg " to put an end to the shameful 
development of the criminal activity of evilly-disposed 
persons, and save the capital from the disgrace of being 
the scene and the witness of such crimes as have been 
enacted there." 

Though this " Order " came through the Ministry of 
the Interior, the measure was due solely to the new 
Prefect, Captain Bardnoff of Vesta fame,* whose authority 

*£•/?, vol. i. p. 321. 

* During the Turldah war the Vesia, a smaU armed steamer under 
Bar&nofi's command, met a Turkish ironclad carrying a large body 
of troops to Batoum or elsewhere. Some shots were exchanged, but 
the Turkish commander rightly, perhaps, in the circumstances, refused 
to stop and fight his quite insignificant opponent. The Russians made 
a great to-do over their " victory," and St. George's crosses were freely 
bestowed. 



RUSSIA IN THE * EIGHTIES ' 111 

for the nonce took the place, so far as concerned the 
capital, of M^likofE's. The Council was to be presided 
over by him, and he alone had the right of proposing 
measures for adoption. On the other hand, any measure 
not voted by a majority of the Council would be ruled out. 

Critics were not wanting who asked why the dty 
should not be represented by the existing Municipal 
Council? Others shrugged their shoulders and said, 
" We know well enough what this sort of measures leads 
to in Russia 1 " There can be no doubt, however, that 
the above was an attempt, however slight, in the direction 
of representative government, though it was scarcely 
a happy augury for the future that it should take the 
form of a poUce measure. As most people expected, 
nothing whatever came of it. 

About a month later it became known that the Emperor 
would hold a Coimcil at Gatchina on the 4th May, at 
which, so it was rumoured, vitally important decisions 
would be taken. On the 5th, towards evening, I received 
information according to which, as a result of this meeting, 
it was intended to constitute the Ministers into a Cabinet 
presided over by one of their number whom they should 
themselves select, with the object of giving greater unity 
and solidity to the Administration. All reports and pro- 
jects of individual ministers were to be presented to the 
Emperor only after discussion by the Cabinet, as a whole, 
instead of, as heretofore, directly and independently 
to his Majesty. This, again, would be a step and an 
important one towards Constitutional Government. 
Further, there were to be various rules framed with the 
object of securing hsuhnony, as, for instance, that a 
Miioister who brought forward proposals three times 
without obtaining the support of his colleagues should 
resign. It was stated, even, that the Emperor, who — 
so it was said — presided at this meeting, was anxious 
that the President of the Cabinet should be elected 
forthwith, and that, in deference to his wish, aU present 
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wrote down two names, the majority being for Generals 
Mdikofi and Milititine. 

Assuming for the moment that tliis information was 
correct, Alexander III. must have decided to give his 
casting vote in favow of constitutional reform as advo- 
cated by the Liberal triumvirate — ^M^likofiE, Miliutine, 
Abazd. The importance of the news, if true, needs no 
emphasising ; but was it true ? It came from a good 
source, yet a tainted one — ^the Liberal press, and notably 
the office of the Gdlos. I had been led to expect exactly 
the reverse, and my informants were worthy of confi- 
dence. Yet so positive were my new purveyors that 
I was puzzled to know what to think, what to do. 

I had said good-bye to Schouv&lofi, who, a3 it hap- 
pened, was leaving at 7 p.m. for Ruthenthal. It was 
already half-past six. I drove to the station, struggled 
down a crowded platform, found him and told what I 
had heard. He suggested, smiling, that it was meant for 
foreign consumption, people in Russia knowing perfectly 
well that such debates as were said to be taking place 
at Gatchina were incomoatible with the forms of Russian 
Government. " Vprdchem (however), I have no direct 
information on the subject, and at a time like this any- 
thing might happen. I'll tell you what " — taking out 
a visiting card and writing upon it — '* go to Valtiyeff, 
and send this in. He must know, and will certainly tell 
you." ^ The train moved off, and I drove straight to 
Val&yefi, who still iilhabited the mmistry of Imperial 
domains on the west side of the Marie Square. He 
received me at once, I explained what had happened, 
and he said : ** I am very glad indeed that you have come 
to me. All this is absolutely untrue ; it is made up with 
a purpose, and you can judge of the lengths to \iiiiich 

^ Valdyeff, a man with liberal leanings who had already as Minister 
6f the Intemr played a great part in Russia, was named President of 
the Committee of Ministers on January ist, 1880, but his advice was 
overruled. 
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these people are prepared to go when I tell you that the 
account published in an English paper three weeks ago 
of the proceedings at a Council of Ministers was a mere 
fabrication, the speeches attributed to me and to others 
never having been uttered by us and having, indeed, 
came to our knowledge only three weeks after the meeting 
— ^very much to our surprise." " Then, your £;xcellency, 
I may confidently telegraph to that effect ? " ^* Most 
certainly. I even beg you to do so." 

This, of course, was ''good enough." I sent at one 
and the same time the news and its refutation, whereas 
one of my colleagues, in the most perfect good faith, 
transmitted it as simple truth. For a few days more 
the struggle continued ; but either the Emperor's mind 
had been made up all along, or, as some say, he was won 
over by Pobyedon6stseS to the side of reaction. In 
any case, on the loth May he passed in review the whole 
of the troops of the St. Petersburg military district, and 
issued a proclamation stating categorically his determina- 
tion to rule Russia after the manner of his predecessors. 
" In the midst of our great sorrow," so ran the Pro- 
clamation, " the voice of God commands us to take 
firmly in hand the duty of Government, in reliance on 
God's Providence, and faith in the strength and verity 
of Autocratic Power, which we are called upon to con- 
firm and preserve for the public good against all 
attacks." » 

On my origins^ specimen of this historical document, 
which I still have by me, I wrote at the time : " M61ikoS, 
Milidtine, Abaz4, etc., received no intimation that this 
would be issued. Nab6kofi (Minister of Justice) brought 
them a copy at 4 a.m. on Wednesday (loth May). The 
semi-official Agence Russe and the Journal de St. Pdters- 
bourg translated Samoderjihmaya vlast by ' pouvoir 
sauverain ' instead of ' Autocratic power.' This version 

^ Katk6ff '8 commentary on this re-affirmation of limitless arbitrary 
power was very characteristic : " We can now breathe freely." 

B.X. H 
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was Valuyeff's, who did not dissent when I pointed 
out the mistake to him and hinted that it was done 
on purpose." 

The Liberal game was up. The Emperor entrenched 
himself at Gatchina. Mdikoff and Milititine were allowed 
to resign their portfolios and retire, the first abroad, the 
second to the Crimea. IgnitiefE became Minister of the 
Interior, and, for a time, all-powerful. The Slavophil 
party triimiphed. 

To this day I do not know how much truth, if any, 
there was in the elaborate description of Councils held 
by the Emperor at which apparently he showed himself 
ready to follow the lead of the Liberal ministers. If 
true at all ValdyefE Ued shamelessly, and the Emperor 
vacillated in a way to which all else that we know of 
him runs counter. On the whole, it seems likely that 
the information was largely made up for transmission 
abroad in the hope that foreign approval might influence 
the Emperor in favour of the desired reforms. 

Be this as it may, Russia now settled down, without 
overmuch murmuring, to five and twenty years of 
unmitigated autocracy. 

Meantime I had been present at the trial of six of the 
r^cides, the front row of the puUic seats being reserved 
for the press, including foreign correspondents — their 
first official recognition in Russia. On this bench, besides 
the correspondents of the English, French, German and 
Dutch papers, I recognised Constantine Mak6vsky, the 
painter, famous for his renderings of old Russian costume ; 
Krayevsky, owner of the Gdlos ; and General Bogdan6- 
vich.^ The space behind was occupied by a crowd of 
military and civil officers in uniform. I wrote : 

" Suddenly the prisoners' door opens and every face is 
turned that way. The accused enter in single file, each 
preceded by a gendarme with naked sword, and they step into 

1 See p. 375. 
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the dock. First comes Risak6S, a beardless youth, of erect 
figure ; but ill-featured, with sandy hair, small eyes and a 
sullen mouth, which all his efforts cannot keep from twitching. 
He is followed by Mikhiilofi — ^tall, defiant, brutal. The 
next is Hesse HeUmann, a Jewess of pronounced type — 
short, dark, and — ^what is strange — ^with no pretension either 
to good looks or to intelligence. To her succeeds Kib&lchidi, 
the ' Technic,' a somewhat dirty-looking individual, grey- 
bearded, and with hair falling over his forehead. One could 
well fancy such a man working in a locked-up room, with a 
revolver at hand, preparing his diabolical engines. Sophie 
Per6vskaya sits beside him. Contrary to report she is not 
pretty, but quite the type of the female nihilist, with high, 
massive forehead, straight hair, nose turned up, a firm mouth, 
and a pointed chin. Jdidboff, who is the last to enter, attracts 
much attention by his fine, tall figure, handsome dark brown 
beard, strongly-marked but regular features, high forehead, 
bright eye, and generally proud, determined air. The accused 
raises his eyes to the wall above, where, draped in black, 
hangs a full-length portrait of the murdered Emperor, who 
seems to look down sadly upon his assassins and upon all the 
paraphernalia of law, justice, and military power which were 
unable to protect him in life." 

Lord Dufierin's characterisation of the accused was 
even less favourable : 

" I looked in," he wrote, " at the trial of the Nihilists. 
One of the men was very distinguished looking, with a coun- 
tenance of a high t)^. The others were merely moujiks, 
one woman a disreputable looking Jewess, and Perofbky (sic), 
the lady, a bosomless, sexless creature of the true Nihilist 
type with a huge forehead, small intelligent eyes, and a 
hideous face." ^ 

There could be no question as to the result of the 
trial, which was conducted throughout in public and with 
conspicuous fairness. All six were condemned to death. 
Helfmann's sentence was commuted to penal servitude 
for life, she being enceinte ; the others were hanged on 
the 15th April, a horrible sight — ^in the case of Mikh^loff 

* Life, vol. i. p. 322. 
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the rope broke twice — ^which I felt justified in sparing 
myself. 

Lord Dufferin left the Russian capital, finally, on 15th 
April. In passing through Berlin he spent an hour with 
Bismarck, and in conversing with him observed that 
one of his first duties on reaching Constantinople would 
be to deal with the Armenian question. Was that a 
subject that would engage his sympathies ? " He gave 
me to understand that it was one in regard to which 
Germany would feel no very great concern." Four days 
after arrival in England Lord Dufferin attended Lord 
Beaconsfield's fimeral at Hughenden. On June 4th he 
left for Constantinople.^ 

The rest of the year was signalised by lamentable 
anti- Jewish riots — pogrdms — ^in Poland, Kieff and the 
south of Russia generally, which, owing to movements 
of protest in London, reacted somewhat unfavourably 
on Anglo-Russian relations. 

There was also a mission from Persia, where, as a 
result of Sk6beleff's victory and the skilful use made of 
it by Zin6vieff, minister at Teheran, Russian influence 
had become paramount ; a deputation of Tekkes, includ- 
ing, significantly enough, some from Merv ; and a visit 
of the British reserve squadron, under command of the 
Duke of Edinburgh. In August the Tsar paid a visit 
to Moscow, whither I preceded him; and Skdbeleff, 
arriving suddenly from abroad, was very graciously 
received, in private audience, in the Kremlin. 

The Marquis Tseng, who was accompanied by Sir 
Halliday Macartney, now concluded the Treaty of St. 
Petersburg, which replaced that of livadia. Macartney 
wrote me on the 17th August : 

" I have been authorized to comply with your request to 
the extent of giving you a copy of the Treaty of St. Petersburg. 
As for the Treaty of Livadia, the Minister thinks that as it 
was never ratified and the publication of it might possibly be 

^ Loc, at. 
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distasteful to the Russians, the less said about it the better. 
If you call here at ii o'clock to-morrow I will put you in a 
position to copy the treaty of St. Petersburg." 

I copied the Treaty, by which China recovered posses- 
sion of all but an unimportant strip of territory, together 
with the Muzart Pass, and sent it to the Standard on 
the i8th ; and on the 23rd I gave a dinner at Donon's 
to introduce Macartney to our new chargi d'affaires, 
Hugh W. Wyndham. 

In September all Europe was taken by surprise when 
the Emperor suddenly left Peterhof for Dantzic, accom- 
panied by M. de Giers, Count Voronts6fi-Dashkofi, 
Admiral Boutak6ff and General von Werder,^ to meet 
the Emperor William and Prince Bismarck (loth Sep- 
tember). This put Russo-German relations once more 
on a friendly footing ; but at the beginning of November 
came King Humbert's visit to Vienna, preluding Italy's 
entrance into the Alliance of the Central Powers.* This 
visit gave offence in Russia, and deepened that mistrust 
of Germany already forming in the Emperor's mind, and 
destined eventually to have incalculable results. 

Disclosures made in the course of the second great 
regicide trial in November enabled people for the first 
time to trace clearly the origin and execution of the 
daring attempts which resulted in placing an empire of 
over eighty millions of people in a " State of Siege," and 
struck all the civilised world with awe and astonish- 
ment. For the first time we who followed events on the 
spot were in a position to draw a tolerably accurate 

^ Von Werder was German military plenipotentiary at the Russian 
Conrt. Through him the two sovereigns maintained constant com- 
munication independently of their ambassadors or their chancellors, 
to Bismarck's extreme annoyance. Once, at least, he made a strenuous 
effort to secure von Werder's recall — but in vain. See his RecolUcHons 
and Reminiscences, London, Smith, Elder & Co., 1898, vol. ii. p. 228. 

*Tbe new Triple Alliance — Germany, Austro-Hungary and Italy — 
was signed 20th May, 1882, but was first announced by Mandni in the 
Italian Chamber on Z3th March, 1883. 
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picture of the state of the Socialist party, and lay bare 
the organisation of that section of it which, by its deeds 
of blood, had but too well earned the right to its self- 
bestowed title of Terrorist. Step by step we could follow 
the struggle between the Government and its hidden 
foes, estimate the force at the disposal of each, and 
realise fully, as things then were, the hopeless and, 
therefore, criminal nature of all attempts to overthrow 
the existing order of things in Russia. The Nihilists 
never represented more than an infinitesimal portion of 
the poptQation of the Russian Empire. 

Count Kalnoky left St. Petersburg on the 5th December 
after presenting his letters of recall. His appointment as 
successor to Baron von Hajmierle,^ Austro-Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, relieved to some extent the 
tension caused by the ItaUan visit, and, even more, by 
the current report that Coimt Andrassy was to have 
that post. 

One result of the anti- Jewish movement was reported 
by me as follows, imder date 21st December, 1881, after 
an interview with the fair lady : 

"Sarah Bernhardt appeared last night in La Dame aux 
CanUlias, and met with a very cold reception, partly due 
to the fact that the St. Petersburg public thinks much more 
about who the actress is than how she acts ; and partly to 
the shameful fleecing which most of the audience had undergone 
in the long process of obtaining seats. It was not until the 
end of the piece that the applause became general. The 
patriotic N6voe Vrimya remarks that the coldness shown 
by the public does it honour. 

" Mdme. Bernhardt is, however, a woman of spirit, and 
she expresses the hope that she may yet thaw the Russian 
snow. She related with much vivacity how, at Odessa, the 
Jews pelted her with cucumbers for being a Christian, while 
the Christians stoned her for being a Jewess. 

^ Haymerie was one of the leading rebels against Austria in 1848. 
Sentenced to death for high treason he was rescued by a friend when 
on his way to exscntion, and eventually became Anstro-Hongarian 
Foreign Minister. 
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" From St. Petersburg the great actress goes to Warsaw, 
where her reception will probably compensate her for the 
patriotic indifference and religious antipathy she has met 
with in Russia." 

About this time we learned from Siberia the moving 
story of the loss of the Jeannette, American arctic explor- 
ing ship, and the sufferings of her crew. 



CHAPTER VI 

Sir Edward Thornton— M. Less&r in Central Asia--Sk6beleff's 
first speech — ^Aks&kofi and the Bosnian rising — Sk6belefE'8 
second speech — ^Mme. de N6vikoff's appreciation — ^The Tsar 
and Sk6belefi — ^The threat to European peace — Katk6fi, 
Bismarck and Germany — ^Mme. de N6vikofi and Bismarck — 
Schouv&lofi's justification — ^Retirement of Prince Gortchak6fi 
— De Giers Foreign Minister — Dmitri Tolstoy Minister of the 
Interior — ^Anti-Jewish riots — I visit England — ^The Phoenix 
Park murder—gallantry Bower — Death of General Kauf- 
m^mn — Sk6belefE and Sir Henry Rawlinson — ^Less&r at Herat 
— Death of Sk6belefE — Russia and the bombardment of 
Alexandria — ^The Standard re-enters Russia — Stoli^tofi's 
mission to Kabul — Death of Gambetta. 

On the loth January, 1882, Sir Edward Thornton, the 
new Ambassador, held his first official reception, which 
was, as a matter of course, brilUantly attended. These 
affairs were weU managed in Russia. The object being to 
introduce the new foreign representative to Russian court 
and official circles, it was the Grand Chamberlain's office 
that gave the list of invitations to be sent out to Russian 
subjects. The diplomatic corps was invited, as a matter 
of course, au grand complei ; and beyond that the Ambas- 
sador was at liberty to suggest the names of personal 
non-Russian friends, amongst whom I already counted. 

A few da}^ later news came from Askhabad of the 
arrival there of M. Less^, a Russian engineer, who 
later on played a diplomatic rdle of no slight importance. 
A short time previously there had been a rumour that he 
and his convoy of twenty Cossacks had been attacked 
by six thousand Mervites on their way to harry Persian 

120 
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One hundred Cossacks and a company of infantry 
went to the rescue, fearing to be too late. To their 
astonishment, however, instead of meeting hostile forces, 
they fell in with a deputation from Merv, consisting 
of sixty persons, who received them in the most friendly 
manner, and, through the medium of the (Akkal) Tekkes, 
who were present, commercial relations of a kind were 
soon established. Various articles of Merv manufacture, 
such as carpets, were already finding their way to Askha- 
bad, as likewise horses and cattle, the latter in sufficient 
nimiber to supply the whole Russian camp. Even work- 
men from Merv came uninvited and hired themselves out 
to work on the fortresses in process of erection. 

On 26th January the Ndvoe Vrimiya added the interest- 
ing information that Less&r was engaged in surveying the 
country between Askhabad and Herat, and had actually 
accomplished the work as far as Sarakhs, within a few 
versts of the Afghan frontier. This could have but one 
meaning, that Russia had in view the possibility of a 
further advance, which, of course, was only to be expected. 

With the news I sent the following summary of the 
first of Skobdefi's famous speeches, which remained 
otherwise unnoticed for some days ; and, indeed, neither 
I nor any one else in St. Petersbiu'g had any idea what 
a stir it would make in the world. I believe no other 
correspondent so much as mentioned it imtil several days 
later. ^ 

*' General Sk6beleff, speaking at a dinner given on Tuesday 
in honour of the anniversary of the taking of Geok TepS, 
referred not only to the little war so brilliantly conducted by 
him last year, but to Russia's position in r^;ard to the rest 
of the Slavonic race. He protested against the cosmo- 
politanism of the educated classes in Russia, and declared, 
amongst other things, that an extreme mistrust of everything 
foreign and capable of destrojdng the lawful historical ideals 
of the Fatherland was a patriotic duty. Referring to the 
Slavs of niyria, he complained that whenever a Russian 
ventured to remember that he was of the same race as those 
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now persecuted and condemned, his views were scouted 
abroad, and his utterances set down to the influence of 
abnormal excitement. Russian society itself seemed to be 
paidlysed by some strange timidity in regard to this question, 
so lawful and natural to every Russian heart, and the reason 
of this was the unfortunate difference existing between the 
educated classes and the people. The latter had never failed 
their Tsar when called upon ; but the same could not be said 
of the former. In conclusion, General Sk6beleff reminded 
his hearers, in feeUng terms, that at this moment on the shores 
of the Adriatic a struggle was going on for race and faith, and 
broke off with these words — ' I make no end, gentlemen — ^my 
heart is oppressed ; but our great consolation is our faith in 
the genuineness and strength of Russia's historical mission.' " 

The Ndvoe Vrimya, which at this time was very closely 
in touch with General Igndtiefi, printed Sk6belefi's long 
speech in full, thus proving that the Emperor's nearest 
advisers stood ready sponsors to the Moscovite champion. 
But no great attention was excited at the moment, and 
the incident was in a fair way to being forgotten when 
a fortnight later Aksdkofi's Ru% printed an article on the 
Bosnian rising, which was rightly characterised by the 
G6lo% as a call to arms against the enemies of the Slav 
race, that is to say, against Austria and her backer, 
Germany. 

"The Austrian campaign against the Herzegovinians, 
Bosnians, and indirectly also against Montenegro," wrote 
the celebrated Slavophil leader, " is a campaign against us. 
Every drop that is shed of Slavonic blood will leave a stain 
upon our conscience and call for vengeance. What is to be 
done in these circumstances ? Is Russia to stand by, with 
indignation in her heart and the blush of shame on her face, 
while the Slavs are forced under the hated yoke of Latin, 
German or Suabian ? Or shall she take quite another line ? " 

The effect of this was to renew and intensify the 
feelings of alarm and dissatisfaction which had begun 
to subside, feelings particularly noticeable in ojficial 
and diplomatic circles. Then on the 17th February 
came the Paris bombshell, Skdbeleff's second " speech." 
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What he did or did not say anyone who cares to investi- 
gate the subject may endeavour to gather from Mme. de 
N6vikofi's voluminous and, if I may say so, involved 
explanations.^ Avowedly he made no set speech in the 
terms published in La France, but he allowed himself 
according to Aks&kofi, to be persuaded " not to deny 
the words attributed to him, words which had already 
spread like wildfire, and awakened the dormant patriotism 
of France." He also allowed himself to receive the thanks 
of Gambetta, who said : 

" The speech has already done great good ; it has filled all 
hearts with patriotic ardour, and rouses hopes of a Franco- 
Russian alliance. Cda a pris comme une traifUe de poudre. 
Look at these telegrams I have just received from Havre and 
Marseilles. The fleet and army are wild with enthusiasm; 
but I warn you that in my paper I shall have to condemn the 
want of tact shown by General Sk6beleff, out of political 
caution, and so as not to appear a party to its utterance." ' 

Here is the " speech " in Mme. de N6vikofiE's version. 
No wonder it set passions ablaze : 

" I need hardly teU you, my friends, how deeply I am 
moved by the warm manifestations you have indulged in. 
I assure you that it is true happiness to me to see around 
me the youthful representatives of Serbia — of that nation 
which was the first to raise the standard of Slav Uberties in 
the East, which is the birthright of the Slavs. It is my duty 
to speak to you frankly. I shall not shrink from that duty. 
I am bound to tell you the reason why Russia is not alwaj^ 
equal to the discharge of her patriotic duties in general, and 
to the fulfilment of her mission as a Slav Power in particular. 
It is because at home as well as abroad Russia has foreign 
influences to contend against. We are not the masters in 
our own house. Yes, the foreigner is everywhere and every- 
thing in Russia. His hand is in all our afiEairs. We are 

^ SkobeUff and the Slavonic Cause, by O. K.» London, Longmans, 
Green & Co., 1883, chap. iii. 

' Rus, Jan. (before the x8th), 1883. My translation published in the 
Standard at the time is, apparently, that used by Mme. de N6vikoff . 
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dupes of his policy, victims to his intrigues, slaves to his 
strength ; and from his baneful influence we can only be 
deUvered by the sword. And shall I tell you the name of 
that intriguing intruder — of that oppressor of Russians and 
Slavs ? You all know him. It is the author of the ' Drang 
nach Osten.' It is the German. I repeat it, and entreat 
you never to forget it — ^the German is the enemy. A struggle 
is inevitable between the Teuton and the Slav. It cannot be 
long deferred. It will be long, sanguinary, and terrible, but 
I entertain the faith that it will culminate in the victory of 
the Slav. It is quite natural that you should be anxious to 
know how matters stand, since your kith and kin are even 
now shedding their blood. I will not say much, but I can 
assure you that if any one ventures to touch the States recog- 
nised by European treaties, such as Serbia and Montenegro, 
you shsJl not be left to fi^t alone. Once more I thank you, 
and if fate wills it, we may meet again on the battlefield, 
shoulder to shoulder against the common enemy ! " ^ 

Mme. de N6vikofi's way of presenting this to her 
readers is enunently skilful, characteristic and— <lare I 
say ? — feminine. 

She sa3rs : " Here is the famous forgery which at 6ist 
I was very loth to reproduce even as such ; but as 
SkSbeleff has declared it to be a tissue of fabrications * I 
give it in a footnote." A curious reason for publishing 
a forgery! By implication, had Sk6belefi not declared 
it a tissue of fabrications she would have yielded to her 
first impulse and left it unpublished. And the choice of 
words is admirable : " tissue of lies " or " of falsehoods " 
would have left no doubt in our minds; "tissue of 
fabrications " at first sight means the same. But a 
moment's reflection shows that while the " speech " as 
such was fabricated, the material for the most part was 
undoubtedly genuine, and a tissue, after all, is a fabric, 
whether woven of gold or of tinsel. 

The Official Messenger published at once a foolish 
disclaimer, calling the " speech " a " private utterance 
of no importance," but Sk6beleff was recalled, and left 

^ ShobgUff and ike Slavonic Cause, p. 283. ' The italics are my own. 
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Paris on 23rd February. He was met on arrival in St. 
Petersburg by a small but enthusiastic crowd, I amongst 
them, and we learned that he had received en route 
many tokens of German ill-will in the form of threatening 
letters and even challenges. These menaces were treated 
with contempt by the White General, who seemed by no 
means dissatisfied with the effect produced by his very 
frank utterances. He was received in audience at Gat- 
china on the nth March, but how was never made public. 
His friends declared that the Emperor so far from dis- 
playing anno}rance at the plain speakmg of his general, 
assured the latter of his secret sympathy, nay I fell upon 
his neck and kissed him. His enemies, on the other hand, 
or rather the friends of peace, said that this hero of the 
recent crusade against the Germans was severely repri- 
manded. All that was absolutely known was that 
Sk6belefiE had a private interview with the Emperor, and 
left the audience chamber with tears in his eyes — tears 
of joy, said his friends, of mortification, his enemies. 
Certain it is that he soon recovered himself, and evinced 
once more that aptitude for getting into trouble, which 
was at this time, apparently, his peculiar characteristic. 
Invited to a dinner given by officers of the horse-grenadier 
regiment, which served under him in the war, and to 
which he was much attached, he in turn invited them 
to dine with him in town, proposing that they should 
ride up from, I think, Gatchina in cavalcade on the io/22nd 
March, the German Emperor's birthday, to Donon's,^ 
passing on the way the windows of the German Embassy. 
The commanding officer took the precaution of asking 
beforehand what was thought of the matter by the 
higher authorities, and, acting upon advice, that in fact 
amounted to instruction, refused permission for the 
projected demonstration. 

The true significance and danger of all this, as I pointed 
out at the time, lay not so much in Sk6belefi's utterances 

1 Donon's in those days was the best restaurant in St. Petersburg. 
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as in what lay behind them, the fact, namely, that 
Sk6beleff himself, though perfectly sincere in all that he 
said, was, after all, but the agent of other and more 
dangerous agitators, whose sagacity never showed to 
greater advantage than in their choice of him as spokes- 
man. Europe understood, of course, perfectly well that 
it was threatened from the same source with a greater 
danger than that which convulsed it in 1876, but the 
careful distinction often drawn between official and non- 
official Russia showed that one of the most important 
elements in this conspiracy against the general peace 
was either imknown or insufficiently considered. If by 
official Russia was meant M. de Giers, no doubt his assur- 
ances on the subject of Russia's foreign pohcy left little 
to be desired, but de Giers's own position was at that 
time precarious. He was de facto in possession of the 
Foreign Office, but not yet Foreign Minister ; nor, if the 
Slavophils had their way, would he ever be confirmed 
in that vitally important post. General Ign&tiefE was 
striving his utmost to obtain the direction of Russia's 
foreign affairs in succession to Prince Gortchak6fi, and 
his endeavours seemed about to be realised when the 
Dantzic interview, arranged and carried out without 
even his cognisance, dashed hopes necessarily based 
upon hostiUty between Russia and Germany. The danger 
was still great, for this disappointment, added to the 
increasing difficulties of the internal situation, drove 
Igndtiefi, already the tool of the Slavophil leaders, to 
whom his elevation was due, to embrace their project 
of a renewed agitation, for which the rising in Ill]aia 
gave a singular opportunity. In doing so he must have 
counted upon the disturbance that would take place 
in Europe, and the pressure that would be brought to 
bear in Russia by the popular prejudice and passion 
thus wilfully excited. The Emperor, it was thought, 
would then be forced either to wash his hands of the 
whole movement and thereby risk a further loss of 
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popularity, which he could ill afford, or take his place 
at the head of it, in which case General Ign&tiefi would 
become the wielder of Russia's destinies, and hostile 
relations between Russia and Austria, at least, wotild be 
inevitable. 

Alexander III., however, whatever his feelings may 
have been, refused to allow himself to be dragged into 
an European war, and the Sk6beleff incident, though 
not forgotten, ceased to be an inunediate danger, the 
more so that the Emperor William's birthday, 23rd March, 
was made the occasion of a demonstration more signifi- 
cant than the usual Imperial dinner and congratulations 
upon which, in form, it was a mere comment. In Katk6ff 's 
paper, the Moscow Gazette, to every one's astonishment, 
appeared a long article from his own pen breathing 
good-will to Germany, and actually defending that 
coimtry and Prince Bismarck for their past policy, and 
putting all blame for misimderstandings and for the 
losses and humiliations of the Berlin Treaty on Russia 
herself. 

" If the German Chancellor found not so much as one 
German interest in Constantinople, we on our part — can it 
be believed? — ^before the outbreak of the war in the East 
imagined that we had an important Russian interest in Rome, 
in the Vatican I This is the literal truth. It was this circum- 
stance vAndx deterred us from coming to an understanding 
with Germany, at that time engaged in the ' Kulturkampf ' 
with the Vatican. We found that that war interfered with 
freedom of conscience, and were not prepared on this account 
to side with Bismarck. 

"And thus, not the cunning machinations of the ' honest 
broker,' but our care for the Russian interests bound up with 
those of the Papal Curia, and our dread of disturbing the 
balance oX power in Europe — ^this was why during the war 
we were obliged to look around on all sides ; this was why 
our armies did not occupy Constantinople for a time ; this 
is the reason why in Berlin we had to stand at the bar of the 
accused." * 

^ Skdbeleff and ihs Slavonic Cause, p. 297. 
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This article Mme. de N6vikoS» writing next year, 
quoted at length with full approval and reinforced in 
her own incisive way. The enemy is Austria, not Germany, 
. . . Germany misimderstood, Germany, personified in 
Prince Bismarck, is Russia's best friend. 

"I hardly think that" (i,e. Katk6fPs article) "justifies 
the accusation so frequentiy brought against the Moscovites, 
that we are Germanophobes. Fortunately there is no reason 
why we should be enemies ; on the contrary, all our reasons 
are in the other direction. 

"This is luckily also the conviction of Prince Bismarck, 
whose declaration in the Reichstag (was) that ' Germany 
having been connected with Russia for many years by the ties 
of a sincere and mutually profitable alliance, he for one would 
think twice before giving up the friendship of so great and 
powerful a State without real necessity.' 

" That ' real necessity ' has not arisen, and is not likely to 
arise." ^ 

Incidentally this whole chapter in Mme. de N6vikofi's 
book, SkobeUff and the Slavonic Cause, supplies a full 
defence of Schouv&lofi. If it was wrong in him to have 
confidence in Bismarck and to trust German friendship 
— I do not say it was not, I cannot pretend to judge — 
it was at least equally wrong in Katk6ff, Mme. de N6vikofi 
and Schouv&lofE's friend and master, Alexander II. In 
these later times, again, we have the categorical declara- 
tion in favour of Bismarck and his poUcy by M. Mihfikofi 
printed at the beginning of this book. If that declara- 
tion represents anything like the truth Schouvdlofi was 
right, and the obloquy cast upon him must be thrown 
back upon his detractors. 

Early in April Prince Gortchak6ff ■ at length retired. 
The post of Chancellor fell into abeyance, and not General 
Igndtiefi, but mild, prudent M. de Giers was appointed 
Foreign Minister, to the disappointment in Russia and 
elsewhere of a small minority of people, who for one 

^ Skobeleff and the Slavonic Cause, p. 298. 
* Alexander MilEailovich, bom 1798. 
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reason or another wanted war — ^to the great relief of the 
peaceable majority throughout Europe. Before mid* 
summer Ign&tiefi had resigned his portfolio, and returned 
into private life, being succeeded as Minister of the 
Interior by Schouv^ofi's personal friend, Coimt Dmitri 
Andr^yevich Tolstoy. 

Meantime, on February 2nd, I had sent the first public 
intimation that on the loth (22nd) of December a Treaty 
had been signed at Teheran by the representatives of 
Russia and Persia for the settlement of the Central 
Asian frontier conmion to both Powers. By the terms 
of this Treaty Russia received the whole of the Akhal 
Tekke oasis, to within sixteen versts of Sarakhs, which 
town, however, remained in the hands of Persia. Part 
of the ceded territory in the Atrek district was to be 
held by the Shah for five years, and to be free of all 
imposts. The Treaty was to be ratified within three 
months of the date of signature. 

It seemed, therefore, that the Russians, in surves^ng 
the country almost to Sarakhs, as they had done, were 
only taking a preliminary survey of their new possessions. 
It was evident, however, that in future they would have 
to see to it that bodies of Merv Tekkes in numbers large 
or small did not cross their territory to kill, ravage or 
enslave the loyal subjects of the Shah, as heretofore. 

The anti- Jewish rioting in the south and west continued 
throughout the first half of the year, greatly exciting 
pubUc opinion in France and Engkmd, and in this matter, 
again, it is difficult to exonerate Ign&tieff from a large 
measure of blame. 

I went home on leave for a few weeks in April, and 
spent part of the time on the North Devon coast. Two 
things deeply impressed me, and — as I recall them — ^glow 
in my mental vision as two blotches of vivid colour, 
one blood-red, the other golden-yellow. Walking along 
the cU£E road near Ashley Gx>mbe with my younger 

B.R. I 
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brother, we met a man evidently under the influence 
of some overmastering, horrifying impression. He 
stopped and asked us abruptly : " Have you heard the 
news ? " " No, what news ? " Then he told us of the 
barbarous murder of Mr. Biu'ke and Lord Frederick 
Cavendish. A week later I saw the gorse in bloom on 
the windy slope leading up to the difE-edge at Gallantry 
Bower. 

At this time. May 1882, died General Kaufmann, 
Russia's great pro-constil in Asia. He enjoyed the happi- 
ness of living just long enough to witness the successful 
completion of his life's work. For all Central Asia was 
now Russian, or practically certain to become so in the 
near future, up to the Chinese, Afghan and Persian 
borders. His ambition, perhaps, extended further, but 
his actual achievement was great, and it included all 
that Russia could with safety and advantage embrace. 

There was a lull for the moment in Anglo-Russian 
recriminations, but mischief was brewing. Sir Henry 
Rawlinson's views had already proved wrong in impor- 
tant particulars; his knowledge was great and his 
judgment in general no less sound than sober ; but he 
exaggerated the danger to Herat and consequently to 
India should Russia get possession of Merv ; ^ and, on 
the other hand, greatly over-estimated the difficulties 
Russia would encounter in the process of absorbing 
the Uzbeg Khanates* and the territory of the Tekke 
Turkomans. In regard to the latter, Sk6beleff, in his 
St. Petersbiu'g speech, summarised Sir Henry's views as 
f oUows : 

" The animosity of the Tekkes (according to Sir Henry) 
would involve Russia for many years in enormous expenditure 
of men and money, and in a war which would render it obliga- 
tory on Russia to establish a cordon of forts from the South 
of ^e Attrek and through the entire oasis and from the Attrek 

^ England and Russia in the East, London, p. 344. 
» Ibid. p. 346. 



t 



RUSSIA IN THE * EIGHTIES ' 181 

to Merv. To crown all, it would undermine the political 
power of Russia in Central Asia I " 

Meantime Russia had kept her word. Sk6belefi, his 
work accomplished, had been recalled and the Mervites 
left to their own devices, which gradually and surely 
led them into the welcoming arms of Russia, who, by 
peaceful means, did all she could to consolidate and 
extend her military gains. We have seen that Lessdr, 
in January of this year, had been, admittedly, survejdng 
the Turkoman cotmtry towards Sarakhs, on the Afghan 
border. He had since been engaged on similar service 
fiuther East, and a report got about that he had been 
arrested at Ghurian, and forbidden to return to Herat. 
The G6I0S, having made enquiries, received a telegram 
from him early in July stating that not only had he met 
with no opposition in Afghanistan, but he had ever3nvhere 
been cordially welcomed. At Herat the Khan came out 
to meet him, and furnished him with gmdes to enable 
him to continue his journey. It was only on his way 
back that he went to Ghurian for other guides into Persia. 
In Western Afghanistan, at least, the storming of Geok 
TepS had, evidently, gone far towards restoring Russia's 
prestige. 

A few days only before the publication of this news 
from Lessdr, Russia was struck dumb with consternation 
and grief at the death of Sk6beleff, which occurred with 
dramatic suddenness in Moscow on the 7th July. As I 
then wrote : 

" The daiing courage he displayed in the Turkish campaign 
made General Sk6beleff the idol of the soldiery and people. 
His name was in everyone's mouth, and in the remotest 
villages of the interior prints of the ' White General,' calm 
and collected, with Turlash bullets raining round him, shared 
the honours of the peasants' walls with that of their father 
the Tsar. 

" Since then, the brilliant expedition against the Tekkes, 
and the too-famous Parisian tirade against Austria and 
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Gennany, had raised the hero of Plevna to a height of popu- 
larity that few men in any country have attaint. His loss 
will be felt not only throughout the vast Empire he served 
so well/ but wherever Slavonic blood flows in the veins of 
men. He fought side by side with those of them who are 
free, and his dearest ambition was to liberate those who still 
bow their heads to Turk or to Teuton." 

To the Slavophil party his death was an irremediable 
blow ; and even those Russians who feared his war-like 
ardour and extraordinary influence could not hear without 
emotion of the passing of that gallant spirit. 

The difEerences between England and Russia were 
accentuated during the summer of 1882 by the bombard- 
ment of Alexandria and the trend of events generally in 
Egypt, the Russian view being, briefly, that England 
ought not to have control of the Suez Canal imless Russia 
at the same time obtained command of the Straits. 

On 1st November I wrote to Count Tolst6y requesting 
him to take the Standard oflf the index of papers prohibited 
in Russia. Knowing his political proclivities I ventured 
to point out that by disallowing this and other oigans 
of the English Conservative press the British colony 
was, in fact, reduced to the necessity of reading only 
Radical papers, which I felt sure could not be in accord- 
ance with his Excellency's way of thinking! The pro- 
hibition, which had lasted since the war, and had been 
maintained, despite my solicitations, by such very 
different men as Mdikofi and IgnitiefF, was promptly 
removed. 

One day, in November, was published the first volume 
of Dr. Yav6rsky's book on the Stoli6tofi mission to 
Kabul, in 1879.^ My three-column summary was the first 
notice of this very interesting work in any country. 
When the second volume came out, six weeks later, I 
treated it in the same way, and these two reviews con- 

^ Journey of ike Russian Embassy through Afghanistan, etc,, trs. 
Indiieui Intelligence Branch (Majors EUes and Gowan), Calcutta, 1885. 
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tained the fullest account in our language of Dr. Yav6rsky's 
revelations until the book was translated into English 
for the Indian Government. In order to get ahead of 
possible rivals, I procured early copies of the volumes, 
and did the work upon each in one day — or night — of 
thirteen hours. 

The year ended with a final and crowning disaster 
to the Slavophil party and their foreign allies. On the 
31st December, on the stroke of midnight, died at Ville 
d'Avray L6on Gambetta. A terrible year indeed for 
the party of revanche east and west — Sk6belefi dead in 
Russia, Gambetta in France, Ign&tiefi in disgrace, Katk6fi 
a renegade,^ only Aks&koff , the fearless, still championing 
the cause of the Slav. 

On the other hand the rout of the Russian Liberals — 
Mdlikoff, Milifitine, Abaz&, the Gdlos and ttiUi quanii — ^was 
still more decisive. The Slavophils were checked as 
beloved but too zealous friends — ^the constitutionaUsts 
were knocked down and trampled upon as enemies of 
Tsar and coimtry. Alexander III. at Gatchina and at 
Peterhof pursued the even tenor of his way in masterly 
inactivity. There was, in the circumstances, much, 
very much, to be said for his policy. Indeed had he been 
able to secure justice for Jew and Gentile, high and 
low, rich and poor, as undoubtedly he wished, throughout 
his wide dominions, he would have deserved and perhaps 
won the everlasting gratitude of his people. But that 
was beyond him, beyond any possible Autocrat of any 
number of Russias. 

^ I refer only to the above-mentioned pro-German article. 
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The first snow I remember to have seen fell in 1859 at 
Waltham Abbey, when my father was second in charge 
at the powder works there, under General Askwith. 
The nurses had already told me that birds could be 
caught by the simple expedient of putting salt on their 
tails, and when a resplendent cock-pheasant strutted 
out at the end of the Long Walk they declared that 
snow would do quite as well. I tried it 1 But it was not 
until twenty years later, when I went after bears in 
016nets, that I was able to realise, and in full measure to 
enjoy, the beauty of snow in the woodlands. There I 
Uved with it weeks at a time, trudging or gliding long 
distances after bears, camping in the forest, or driving 
through it on the narrow sledge-roads, not only by day 
but, often enough, half through the long winter night. 
The weather, with rare exceptions, was perfect. Snow 

134 
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lay deep on the ground, compact, and with a fine running 
surface ; while overhead every branch and twig of the 
deciduous trees and pines was outlined by it against 
the blue sky, the drooping boughs of the firs weighed 
down by its rounded masses, its own surface sparkling, 
everywhere, as with milUons upon miUions of diamonds, 
in the Ught of sun, moon or stars. Nor was that all. 
Beauty alone can never make fairy-land. Some note, 
at least, of mystery, some touch of the fantastic, must 
needs be added, as in this case they were, abundantly, 
by the shadows, long even at midday, by the tense, I had 
almost said uncanny, silence in the forest-depths, but 
most of all by the strangely perfect animal forms assumed 
by the snow-masses on certain of the trees. The broken 
stump of an aspen would take, may be, the shape of an 
old man or woman ; a leaning alder might be hugged 
by the white simulacrum of a bear ; while on all sides 
leopards and lionesses, or maneless lions, bowed down with 
their weight the smaller pines and spruces on which they 
leant. As for the birches, so tall and slender were they 
that the first heavy snow, lodging in their tops, bent 
them over and down to the ground or near it, where 
frost and thaw, alternating, combined with further 
snow-falls to fix them for the rest of the winter; so 
that often we would drive or glide, verst after verst, 
through white arcades or under single arches, of varying 
spring and span. And here, too, was animal mimicry, 
for of its own weight the snow would sag and sUp, in 
places, on the smooth, round stems without actually 
breaking or falling, and would then take on the ghostly 
resemblance of long, Uthe serpents — boa, may be, or 
voluminous anaconda. 

Snow-crystals, as the text-books tell us, take no less 
than a thousand different forms, many of them of exceed-^ 
ing beauty, and it is, doubtless, this variety of crystalliza- 
tion that accounts, in part, at least, for the very different 
quality of snow at different times and in different places. 
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For it is not merely a question of greater or less cold ; 
fine powdery snow, for instance, is a concomitant of 
hard frost, yet from a sA^'-er's point of view it makes a 
very poor surface. On the other hand, a certain much 
coarser grain, like granulated magnesia — a form, I think, 
of hoar-frost — on the top of firm snow slips very well 
indeed. There are, of course, many degrees of slipperi- 
ness between the best and the worst surfaces, but nothing 
is more depressing, or, conversely, more delightfully 
exhilarating, than the rapidity with which, on occasion, 
you may pass from one extreme to the other. We would 
start, say, at 9 or 10 a.m., with the snow in perfect 
condition, the thermometer showing thirty degrees of frost 
or more, and before midday, with no sun showing, be 
reduced to lifting our ski every few minutes to knock 
off the masses of snow that would keep sticking to their 
under sides, making progress all but impossible. Or, 
waking to find the roof a-drip, the thermometer well 
above freezing-point and prospects seemingly hopeless, 
an hour or two later would see us moving freely, to end 
a rapturous day with a frost to freeze the very marrow 
in our bones. 

It is well known, of course, that the effect of great 
cold is in some ways strangely similar to that of great 
heat. Grasp a gun-barrel in very hard frost and the 
inside of your hand will be blistered. A Danish friend 
who went in search of De Long of the JeanneUe told me 
that near the mouth of the Lena a chip of frozen meat 
he incautiously allowed' to touch his hps in passing 
scarified them. As Milton says : 

" . . . . the parching air 
Bums frore, and cold performs the effect of fire." 

A Uttle beyond our club-house at Yukki stood, in 
those early days, an unusually large and fine birch of 
the so-called " weeping " variety. This tree when covered, 
as I sometimes saw it, to the very last pendulous twig 
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with hoar-frost a full inch deep, and lighted by the golden 
or roseate hues of sunset or dawn, was one of the most 
beautiful sights imaginable. 

In November (1882) when the snow came I drove 
up to Ostram&nsha,^ a shooting place thirty miles north 
of St. Petersbuig, by road, or an apology for a road, 
belonging to an English dub I had recently joined. The 
elk in these districts were at that time of year in the 
habit of moving slowly northwards into Finland, where 
the game laws gave them better protection — ^not that I 
attribute their movement to this fact ; it depended, 
more probably, on climatic conditions. We made various 
" rings " with the usual noisy crowd of beaters — ^men 
and women, all taught to yell their loudest — but the elk, 
distracted by the hullabaloo, invariably broke and 
scattered in all directions, seldom giving the guns the 
ghost of a chance. 

On the second day, the weather being gloomy in the 
extreme, with wet snow falling, we were about to give up 
in despair, after two or three vain attempts, and devote 
the afternoon to whist beside a blaziog log-fire in the 
club-house, when I suggested stationing the guns — there 
were four of us — on our own northern border, and sending 
only half-a-dozen good men on ski to do nothing more 
than accelerate the natiural movement of the beasts by 

' So named from a former owner, the celebrated Count Ostermann. 
Andrei Ivtoovich, as he was called in Russia, his real Christian name 
being Heinrich Johann Friedrich, who was bom in 1686, son of a 
Lutheran pastor at Bochum in Westphalia and came to Russia in 1703 
as secretary to Admiral Cruys, a Dutchman in the service of Peter the 
Gteat. He had a great career under Peter, Catherine I. and Anne, and 
was awarded money and villages after the peace of Tristadt, 1728, for 
his services as Russian plenipotentiary ; but when Elizabeth came to 
the throne, she exiled him to Siberia, where he died a miserable death 
at Beres6v, on the banks of the Ob, in 1747. Peter had said of him 
that he was indispensable to Russia, that he had never committed a 
fault in politics, and that none knew better the wants and resources 
of the country. Count Ostermann's grave with mouldering coffin and 
remains was discovered by chance, and a cross put over it, in 1847. 
Peter the Great's favourite. Prince Menshikoff, likewise died an exile 
at Berez6v. 
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tapping on the trees and calling from time to time ** So, 
ho!" 

The idea was a new one, and there was much demur, 
but eventually my companions agreed to try the experi- 
ment. We drove ofE accordingly, some seven or eight 
versts, to the border, a low ridge where, facing south, 
we had fairly thick forest in front of us, scattered pine- 
trees on the ridge itself, and at our backs marshy ground 
sparsely covered with birch and alder, the whole deep 
in soft, wet snow. 

My place was on the extreme left of the line, with no 
one in sight. I waited patiently for fully two hours 
before anything happened. Then a slight noise to the 
right caught my ear, and, turning cautiously, I saw a 
truly glorious sight — seven great elk in a bunch, all bulls, 
all, or nearly all, with grand heads, stepping slowly north- 
wards across the ridge. 

I could not fire, for my friends were in line beyond. 
I waited therefore till the herd had got well down on to 
the marshland behind ; then picking out the biggest 
I dropped him in his tracks with a bullet in the heart 
from my smooth-bore, the distance being about forty 
paces. I waited a moment to single out the next biggest 
and fired my remaining barrel at him, apparently without 
result. That is to say, he started — ^but so did all the rest. 
Immediately afterwards shots rang out in rapid succession 
as the elk came into view of my three companions, one 
after the other. They, of course, until warned by my 
firing, had been steadily gazing southwards, with no 
idea that the game had got behind them. A Uttle later 
the s^'-men came out, and soon all were gathered round 
my prize, congratulating me. 

Then a shout from a keeper summoned us to where, 
some sixty yards further on, another noble beast lay dead. 
My friends' hopes ran high. They had obtained glimpses, 
only, of the elk through the snow-laden trees. Each had 
fired two bullets; each thought the fateful one might 
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be his 1 A careful examination showed that there was 
but one wound of entry, none of exit. The bullet, there- 
fore, must be inside the carcase ; and as each man had 
used a rifle of different calibre there could be no difficulty 
in deciding the rival claims. I, well satisfied aheady, 
said nothing. 

It was an eager group that followed the gruesome 
operation of gralloching, and it is a fact that I was more 
sorry than glad when the head-keeper, after groping 
about in the cavity of the chest, withdrew a gory hand 
holding fast between finger and thumb a spherical bullet 
from my Westley Richards ! 

The disappointment of one of my friends was so obvious 
that having had both heads stuffed I presented this one 
to him. Some years later I bought it back at a sale, 
and the pair now adorn a certain thatch-roofed billiard- 
room in South Oxfordshire, once Sir Alexander Condie 
Stephen's. There is little to choose between them : the 
lighter head is the more symmetrical, and has one more 
point than the heavier one and much broader palms. 
The latter is, by measurement, as fine, almost, as any on 
record. As a pair right and left, as far as I know, they 
are the record.^ I speak of European elk. The elk in 
Western Siberia (called Sakhdti) grow bigger horns, I 
am told ; so does the Canadian moose. A Siberian saying 
proves the belief that eUc, like others of the deer tribe, 
can, at times, be more dangerous to man than creatures 
commonly fiercer : " Hunt bears — ^make your bed ; 
hunt elk — your coffin." 

The only merit I can claim in regard to this affair 
is that of having been the first, though a newcomer, to 

^ I have re-measured these heads since writing the above. The 
dimensions are as follows : No. i. Span 50 inches, circumference well 
above burr 8 inches ; number of points 16 ; length of antler (outside 
curve) 35 inches : No. 2, Span 42 inches ; circumference 7I of an inch ; 
points 17 ; length of antler (outside curve) 29 inches. In Rowland 
Ward's Records of Big Game, 7th ed., London, 1914, p. 99. only two or 
possibly three heads are better than my No. i. 
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suggest taking advantage of the march of the elk north- 
ward. I was well and promptly rewarded ! 

In one condition of the snow — ^when, late in winter, the 
smf ace is first melted then hardened by frost, to an icy 
crust— -elk can be run down and slaughtered at ease; 
but this is a cruel form of sport, if sport it can be called. 
For the elk, with his heavy body, thin legs and sharp 
hooves, breaks through the crust {nasi in Russian) at 
every step ; the fetlock joints before long get cut and 
bleed, further progress becomes impossible, and the poor 
beast falls a piteous victim to the ruthlessness of man. 

I have read in Russian books on sport that elk make 
" yards " in the snow, as moose do in Canada, and it 
may be so ; but I have no knowledge of it myself, nor 
did I hear it so much as mentioned by Russian sports- 
men, amateur or professional.^ 

Bull-elk, like others of the deer tribe, challenge each 
other to battle in the rutting season, in autumn, and 
advantage is taken of this habit to get within shooting 
distance by imitating the call. The leaves are then still 
on the trees, so that this involves coming to pretty close 
quarters, which, in the circumstances, is not without 
danger. This branch of sport is or was better known 
and practised among the German nobility of the Baltic 
provinces than in Russia proper, but my friend E^ D. 
called and killed a bull-elk one autmnn night, and, owing 
to some strange freak, a tok-lang capercailzie fell to his 
gun just afterwards. 

A chance shot may sometimes be obtained at an elk 
when swimming or fording lake or stream. In Finland, 
once, drifting silently down the rushy Kurman-pohya, 
which joins the Vuoksa near the town of Yaskis, in my 
Canadian canoe (the Sorsapoika — duckling — the first of 

^ This is fully borne ont by no less an authority than Mr. J. G. Millais 
in a letter writte n lately in reply to an enquiry I had made through 
our mutual friend, Mr. W. L. Sclater. Mr. MiUais says that even in 
America he had only seen " yards " in Quebec and Ontario. 
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the kind ever seen in those parts), I came suddenly upon 
an elk knee-deep in the water, and so close to me that I 
could have touched him with my paddle. He was so 
astonished that he stood stock-still a moment or two, 
staring at the strange apparition, then turned and 
splashed his way frantically to the shelter of a neigh- 
bouring wood. 

On 4th January, 1883, when after wolves at the Powder 
Works,^ as we came to a glade in the forest where a dead 
horse had been put down to attract them, ravens jBlew 
oS, as usual, and one of them was struck down, in sight 
of the leading sledges, by a hawk or falcon. I was, unfor- 
tunately, behind and only got a glimpse of the bird as it 
disappeared over the trees, but I saw that it was very 
fight in colour, if not white. There was a hard crust on 
the surface of the snow, yet there was a hole one and a 
half foot deep where the birds had fallen together. The 
raven hopped off, but we caught him and put an end to 
his misery ; so fierce had been the grip and so powerful 
that the flesh was torn, leaving the bones bare and white 
but splashed with blood, from the middle joint of the right 
wing to the centre of the back — a ghastly wound. 

I suppose it to have been a Greenland falcon,* though 
the Russians called it, as they usually do every bird of 
prey, ydstreb, which, properly, means hawk or kite. A 
kite, of course, would not strike a raven, though, perhaps, 
a famished goshawk might. 

The art of tracking wild animals by their footprints 
in the snow, ringing them and driving them on to the 
guns, was brought to perfection shortly before my arrival 

^ The FOrokhovule Zav6di, or (Government) Powder Works, were 
sitnated four or five miles north-east of St. Petersburg on the banks 
of the little river Okhta. Around and beyond these were extensive 
forests and bogs, the shooting over which was leased from the Crown 
by Schouv^off . 

* See p. 284, where the occurrence of this noble bird is recorded within 
five miles of the locality in question. 
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in Russia by a certain tracker known by the name of 
Luk&sh — ^Big Luke — ^whose methods were quickly adopted 
by others, so that presently all professional trackers came 
to be known as Lukdsh, pi. Lukashee. The original 
Luk&sh was in the employment of P61ovtsefi, at whose 
shooting parties I sometimes met him. 

It might be thought that tracking in snow would 
present no difficulty at all. Indeed, given well-packed 
snow, deep enough — ^two feet at least — to level the rough 
surface of the ground, with an inch or two of fresh fallen, 
softish snow above it to take the perfect imprint of the 
creatures' feet, and the task of merely following a track 
^-of necessity newly made — is an easy one. But following 
means just driving the game ahead in whatever direction 
it may happen to be moving, and this would only by the 
merest chance bring about the desired result. The Lukdsh 
goes otherwise to work. Having picked up the spoor 
and noted the direction, he casts ofi to right or left, 
making a considerable detour so as to cut the track again 
further on. The extent of the detour is determined by 
the local conditions and by the greater risk of alarming 
the quany if the " ring " be too small. On well-kept 
estates there are cuttings at right angles, by which the 
forests are divided into more or less equal blocks, and these 
cuttings afford convenient runs for the Lukdsh on his 
5^', so that the " ring," as first roughed out, is often 
enough a square. But unless the game is already alarmed, 
or adverse weather conditions prevail, the Lukdsh, using 
his judgment, will venture to cut the ring once and even 
twice. With moderate cold or with a strong wind blowing 
this may well succeed ; but in very severe frost, which 
implies calm, if the surface snow is hard such a proceed- 
ing is not to be thought of, for the air becomes then so 
resonant that the noise of the snowshoes would inevitably 
set the quarry moving. I remember that on one occasion 
when after wolves with P61ovtsef!, near Luga, Luk&sh 
himself was completely baffled by such conditions, the ' 
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thennometer markiiig - 27^ Reaumur (c. 29^ below zero 
Fahrenheit). If the ring is completed without the track 
being cut again, it follows that the quarry is within. 
The beaters are led round to windward as soon as may 
be, a few being posted to guard the flanks; then, the 
shooters having taken their places on the opposite or 
lee side, a signal is given, generally the firing of a gun, 
and the drive begins. Often enough the flanks are 
guarded by lines of red flags, thu3 economising in men 
and money. 

If the tracker while ringing meets the track again, 
he knows, of course, that the animal has gone further. 
He again casts ofi to right or left, and so on until a com- 
plete ring is made, or the attempt abandoned. 

A first-class Lukdsh — and none but first-class men 
should bear the name — ^will sometimes show his skill by 
driving out game to one or more guns with the help of 
very few beaters, or, even, none at all. But this is a refine- 
ment depending on so many conditions that its success 
can never be counted on. The lie of the ground, the 
disposition of the trees, the direction of the wind and of 
the place of refuge likely to be made for — all this and 
more must enter into the Lukdsh's consideration and 
guide him in posting the guns or directing his own move- 
ments ; an4 his efforts, after all, may be rendered abortive 
by such uncontrollable accidents as the warning cries 
or movements of birds, squirrels and other small game, 
or by carelessness on the part of one of the guns. 

Ideal conditions seldom obtain. If snow continues to 
fall, the tracks, especially of the smaller animals, are 
obliterated almost as soon as made. If not, as time 
goes by, more and more tracks become visible of other and 
various creatures, from field-mouse, ermine and squirrel, 
to mink and otter, hare and fox, or, possibly, lynx, wolf, 
glutton, elk or bear, besides birds, of which the black- 
game dig deep holes in the snow — some say l^i^lunging 
head foremost into it from mid-air — and may sometimes 
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be flushed out of them at very close quarters. When 
alighting on or rising from the surface they make un- 
mistakable marks with the quill-feathers of their wings 
as well as with their feet. AU the many tracks cross and 
recross, and frequently overrun one another to the 
bewilderment of the trackers, the hare with his many 
windings being the arch culprit. When the snow is soft, 
too, one animal will often follow in the track of another 
of quite different kind, not necessarily in pursuit but for 
greater ease of going. In this way a deep and well- 
trodden path will sometimes be made, though for no 
great distance. Then the wind, if the snow be dry and 
loose, will drive it over and into the tracks, obliterating 
them not less effectually and rapidly than falling snow ; 
while if the trees themsdves are thick with snow, lumps 
great and small will come flopping down with wind or 
thaw, adding to the confusion. Moreover, if the thaw 
continues, bits of bark, twigs, even branches that have 
fallen from tune to tune, come out on the once immaculate 
surface, and the chance of tracking successfully anything 
smaller than elk or bear is slight indeed. Late in the 
season, after a prolonged thaw, a curious phenomenon 
may often be seen. Tracks made originally high up in 
firm snow vdll now stand out above the sunk^i surface 
owing to the compression caused by the animal's weight 
and consequent greater resistance to the risen tempera- 
ture. Intaglio becomes in relievo. 

The problem, it will be seen, is not always an easy one : 
it can even be of a nature to defy the utmost skill of such 
an expert as old Luk&sh himself. 

But if the tracker has moments of doubt and difficulty, 
as indubitably he has many a day of privation and hard- 
ship, with now and then a spice of real danger — the bear, 
for instance, will deliberately make a circle back to 
near his own track in search of his pursuer {petliu 
diSlayd, "makes a loop,'' as the hunters tell us) — ^he 
has also great compensations. For there is a mighty 



RUSSIA m THE ' EIGHTIES ' 145 

fascination in the northern winter^ especially in the forest 
region, and the study of tracks in the snow can easily 
become of absorbing interest. 

An experienced tracker knows not only that he is 
following such and such a creature, but in favourable 
conditions can read its every emotion. He can tell its 
pace and gait, and judge by its movements the first 
scenting or sighting of preyed-on or preyer; he can 
feel, as the case may be, its hopes or fears; he can 
trace both flight and pursuit ; participate in anguish or 
triumph, and, mentally, be in at the death — ^all this 
and much, much more. In a word, the absorbing drama 
of winter life in fen-land and forest is an open book 
before him. 

To give but an instance. I remember how once in 
spring, after a night spent in a shaldshka ^ at Irinovka, 
to see the gallant black-cock fight, to the death, may be, 
for the grey-hens' favours, we took up the fresh track 
of a fox, and followed it quietly on our ski over the 
crusted surface of the snow, while a keeper sped rapidly 
round in the hope of heading the beast and giving us a 
chance to shoot. Crossing an open bog we came presently 
to a small patch of wood a few yards short of which the 
fox, we could see, had stopped abruptly and then sneaked 
off at an acute angle over the open ground agaiu. The 
question at once arose, why had he done this ? Evidently 
something had occurred, and that suddenly, to make 
him change direction. He had feared to enter the wood^ 
yet had not been much afraid ; for his retreat, the tracks 
told us, had been not only slow but reluctant. Had he 
scented his arch-enemy man ? If so, in the circumstances 
— ^what breath of air there was blew in our faces — ^we 
might look to encoimter a poacher, for no one else could 
well be there. 

Puzzled, we advanced a few yards, and there, just at 
the edge of the wood, we came on the tracks of a large 

^ A tent or shelter made of boughs. 

B.R. K 
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bear, which had evidently pounced out suddenly, paused 
a moment — ^growling, no doubt, as much as to say, '' Be 
ofi, or I'll soon make you I " — and then, having attained 
his object, the fox having slunk away, had re-entered 
the wood. All this was as plainly to be read in the tracks 
as if we ourselves had been spectators — ^invisible ones, 
of course — of the Uttle comedy. But why this demonstra- 
tion ? The bear, obviously, had seen reason to resent 
interference. What that reason might be it was our 
next business to find out. Loading with ball-cartridge, 
by way of precaution, we followed him in, and there, 
not ten yards inside the wood, we came on the carcase 
of an elk, three parts hidden under a mass of branches, 
which the bear — after satisf3ang his himger for the time 
being — had torn down for the purpose from the neighbour- 
ing pines and spruces. He was somewhat out of luck, for 
if the fox had merely annoyed him our arrival was a very 
difEerent matter. It was unlikely that he would venture 
to revisit his larder. Again taking up his track we fol- 
lowed it cautiously to the open bog at the further side 
of the wood, to find that he had already shuffled out of 
ken. A keeper recognised the elk as a woimded one 
he had sighted more than once of late. The bear had 
either pulled it down, or found it dead, an hour or two, 
may be, before our arrival on the scene. 

Having to return to town we left instructions to ring 
Mishka ^ if possible, and let us know by telegraph so that 
we might come back that night, but we learned, later, 
that he had crossed our border without stopping, and 
what became of him we never knew. 

The beUef that wolves exist in large numbers in Russia 
and that they hunt in packs prevails not only in foreign 
countries but in Russia itself. Yet, with exceptional 

^ Dim. lor Mikhdilo, a favourite name for the bear, enlarged some- 
times to Mikhdilo Ivdnovich Toptighin, Gensral TopHgMn is also much 
used. 
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opportunities for learning the truth, I was never able 
to obtain trustworthy evidence that such is really the 
case. I knew personally the most famous trackers in 
Russia, the men employed by P61ovtsefE, Astash6fE, 
Schouv&lofE himself, and by various well-known shooting- 
dubs. I knew intimately not only amateur sportsmen 
such as those I have named, but men like the three 
Dietzs, who were all in reality professionals, to say 
nothing of Prince Iv&n Golftsin, a son of General Hall, 
and others who devoted their lives to sport. Now, all 
of them had heard stories of wolf-packs in Siberia, in the 
far south or south-east, in the Carpathians, in Bulgaria, 
the Crimea — ^but not one would vouch for any case of 
packing within his own ken, or of an attack by wolves 
on human beings save in the case, now and then, of a 
wounded wolf, or of one afflicted with rabies. So much 
so that one hunter told me : "If ever an unwounded 
wolf attacks you beware I he is certainly rabid and the 
danger terrible indeed." Now, in a country like Russia, 
where the ground is white with snow six months out of 
twelve, it is impossible that if wolves congregate in 
packs the fact should remain unknown to those whose 
profession in life is the chase and their special attribute 
the reading of spoor in the snow. 

On the other hand, I know from personal observation 
how easily stories of wolves and their doings are some- 
times generated. During the ten years that I shot and 
hunted in Russia I was in a position, almost literally, 
to count the wolves in the large forest district north of 
St. Petersburg between the Neva and L&doga Lake 
on one side and the Finnish border on the other. The 
shootings leased to Schouvdlofi by the Crown, his brother's 
estate at V&rtemiaki, the groimd rented by the Ostra- 
mansha, K61tusha, Sherem^tievka and other dubs covered 
in themselves a large part of the area in question, 
and what was left came well within the compass of my 
knowledge. Now in all those ten years I venture to say 
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that there were never more than half-a-dozen Utters or so 
of wolves in all that vast space ; never more than thirty, 
or at the outside forty, wolves, alive and going, at one 
and the same time ; probably not often half that nmnber. 

What happened was this. A paragraph would appear 
in one of the St. Petersburg papers, let us say about 
Christmas time, to the effect that " Wolves are very 
ntunerous this year and more than usually bold. Last 
week at I^vash6vo they attacked a dog belonging 
to the peasant-woman Martha Iv&novna Toptighina, 
tore it to pieces and devoured it before her very 
eyes.'' A week later that or another paper would 
print : " The ravages of wolves in the neighbourhood 
of the Capital are assuming a serious aspect. Between 
Devidtkina and Toksovo on Thursday last a numerous 
pack made its appearance on the high-road itself, ^d 
killed a cow that had incautiously been allowed to stray 
from its byre. Luckily Count Peter Andr^yevich Schou- 
vdlof!, with a party of friends including his High Excel- 
lency , His Serenity, Prince , the very well-bom 

, and the Englishman made an obldva (ring) 

next day and succeeded in killing no less than three of 
the savage animals, to the great joy of the peasants, 
who willingly lent their services as beaters " — and so 
on during winter. As a matter of fact each and all of 
these notices would refer to one and the same lot of 
wolves, perhaps sixteen in number, not a pack but two or 
three closely related Utters, which ranged from Levash6vo, 
the neighbouring estate to Paul Schouviloff's on the 
west, to Toksovo on his extreme eastern boundary, and a 
bit beyond. We would bag ten or twelve of the sixteen 
in the course of the season, the remainder scattering to 
form another formidable " pack," to entertain newspaper 
readers with next year. 

To take a totally different country — ^the steppe Govern- 
ment of Vor6nej. There, in three successive years, 
Schouv&loff and his party bagged fourteen, fourteen and 
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twelve wolves with the aid of guns, fox-hounds and 
borzois, the area covered each time in the course of from 
three to four weeks, being roughly fifty miles square. 
No such thing as a pack was ever seen or heard of. 

The idea that wolves are very numerous in Russia 
has gained substance, also, from the very nattual tendency 
of certain sportsmen to exaggerate their performances ; 
and more especially is this the case in regard to that 
form of sport in which wolves and sucking-pigs are 
supposed to play the chief parts. According to published 
accounts — I have one or two before me but will not 
pillory the writers — ^you have only to take a sucking-pig 
(in good voice) and drive along the high-road in a sledge 
ajiy winter's night, trailing behind you a bundle of straw 
at the end of a string to represent piggy — ^who meantime 
must be made to squeal his loudest — to enjoy excellent 
sport with the numerous wolves that wiU assuredly 
come to the lure the first time of asking. Here again 
I am regretfully forced to say that I never knew a man 
of proved veracity who claimed to have bagged even one 
wolf by this method, while one honest friend assured me 
that he had tried it no less than seventeen times in places 
where wolves were known to exist, but had only once 
had a shot at what he thought might be one. However, 
it is not improbable that wolves have sometimes been 
secured in this manner, which is, doubtless, full of fascina- 
tion for the man with the gun if not for his foiur-footed 
assistant. 

In conclusion, I regret to feel obliged to demolish once 
for all — as a matter of hard fact that is, for the romance 
of it will last for ever ; that is the trimnph and glory of 
romance — the story of the devoted serf who to save his 
cruel master's children threw himself to the wolves 
when, in scores if not in hundreds — tongues lolling 
eyes blazing — ^with that 

*' . . . long, slow gallop that can tire 
The hounds' deep hate, the hunter's ire," 
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they had run down the haughty nobleman's magnificent 
sleigh drawn by three horses swifter than the wind I 

Now, everyone who has travelled much in Russia, 
during winter, knows that ^nywheTe between the Prussian 
frontier at Virjbal6vo and Nikoldyevsk at the mouth 
of the Amoor river, or cross-wise between Archangel 
and Erivan, the roads are occupied day and night by 
horse- dog- or reindeer-drawn sledges, canying the produce 
of the Empire to market. These countless sledges or 
sleighs are ahnost invariably heavily laden, so that the 
pace of the creatures that draw them can seldom exceed 
a walk. The driver, often asleep or drunk — ^not infre- 
quently an old man, a woman or even a child — ^has no 
means whatever of defence against wild beasts, whether 
on two legs or on four-— consider all this a moment 
and then ask yourself if it be possible that famishing 
wolves should invariably neglect this easy prey — and 
if not where are the records ? ^ — ^to run down sledges 
drawn at racing pace by blood-horses and occupied 
by men having at least a gun or a brace of pistols to 
defend themselves withal? It is a delightful story; 
a fabric deftly woven, with a thread of pure gold running 
through it. I shall cherish it till I die — but it won't wash I 

The mention of laden sledges reminds me that if English 
horses are apt to become panic-stricken and helpless in 
deep snow, not so the Russian. Travelling beyond the 
Volga I learnt that the Kirghiz left their horses out on 
the open steppe in winter to find their own food, which 
they do by scraping away the snow with their feet. On 
the narrow, forest tracks of the North, when lines of 
sledges meet, the owners get down, ascertain in a 
moment which batch is more numerous or more 
heavily laden, and without a word the others make 
way. This involves urging and pushing the ponies 
into the snow, often over their necks. They do not like 
it, for the exertion is great, but they are never frightened, 

^ Or, to put it otherwise, why should wolves be famished ? 
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and always struggle back willingly to the roadway when 
clear again. These encounters happened very frequently 
when we were out after bears in the N6vgorod and 016nets 
Governments, and, as we were few in number, with no 
loads and merely on pleasure bent, it was nearly alwa}^ 
for us to make room. But whichever way it went I 
never heard an angry word over it, far less did I witness 
dissension or strife. The rule of the road was law. 

On 30th December, at V&rtemiaki, the party being 
Schouv&lofi, von Schweinitz, P61ovtsefi, Constantine 
Dietz and myself, we got three Ijmx^s in one ring — a 
rare occurrence. We had made this obldva just before 
luncheon. A lynx crossed in front of me, slanting towards 
Schouv&loff; I let it pass and he killed it. Another 
fell to P61ovtsefE's gun ; the beaters came out and the 
sport was, as far as we knew or thought, at an end. 
But Dietz came up hot-foot and declared that he had 
seen a lynx that could not be either of those killed. 
He was noted for enthusiasm, I will not say for exaggera- 
tion. His argument seemed inconclusive, and we chaffed 
him somewhat unmercifully ; but he in^ted so strongly 
that, the meal ended, Schouvilof! agreed to have the 
same ring driven again, when sure enough, after a time, 
out came a third Ismx, a young one, to be shot by von 
Schweinitz. 

It is usual, and has been since classical days, when 
writing of the lynx to lay stress upon its extraordinary 
quickness of sight and hearing, quaUties which make 
for safety ; and those sportsmen, such at least as I met, 
who had had the good fortune to kill a specimen or two, 
were wont to take an especial pride in the fact. My own 
experience was that round St. Petersburg, where late 
in winter lynxes each year made their appearance in 
the woods in small numbers, they displayed a want of 
caution smacking rather of tameness, not to say stupidity, 
than of cunning or valour. They would come close up 
to one of the keepers' huts near Okhta ; on more than 
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one occasion a lynx was seen in gardens on the outskirts 
of the capital itself, and I have known them walk out 
as quietly as domestic cats so near the beaters who were 
driving them that I was half afraid to shoot lest I should 
hit one of the latter. Moreover, at least once at V4rte- 
miaki a lynx that had been shot at and missed in one 
ring was circled and killed in another an hour or so 
afterwards. In short, once found, this was the easiest 
quarry of all, save only the white hare. 

Constantine Dietz, brother of Alexander (Sasha) Dietz 
—one of the unhappy parents whose tragedy is related 
on page 353 — was an artillery officer attached to the 
Ars^ial. He was an ardent sportsman who did more than 
any one to improve the breed of pointers and setters in 
Russia by importing the best English and Irish blood. 
Moreover, he trained the dogs to rare perfection. His 
pointers were not content with pointing, but having found 
their game would come back on tip-toe, as it were, to 
their master, look up in his face, and with a knowing 
wag of the tail, say, practically, " I've found the bird ; 
you come along and shoot it." This was called sanndnsem, 
a delightful combination of the Russian " s " (conjunctive) 
with the French annonce, plus the Russian "instru- 
mental " case-ending. Schouv&lofi employed him as a 
sort of super-head-keeper. His end was tragic. One 
day at the powder works when I happened not to be 
present, at the beginning of a " drive " a shot was heard 
from where Dietz had his " nmnber." It was thought 
that he had fired at a fox or hare. At the end of the 
drive his neighbour P61ovtsefi found to his horror that 
Dietz was dead, his head blown to pieces by his own 
gun. The meaning of it was never told abroad, but I 
fear something more terrible than mere death lay behind 
it. However, this was some years later. 

Towards the end of February, 1883, I made a second 
hunting expedition to 016nets, this time with three com- 
panions — ^E. W. Primrose, Eddie Thornton, Frank D ♦ ♦ . 
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They were all good sportsmen, but " Primmy " was a 
bit " jealous," while D ♦ ♦ , who came out to us from 
Warwickshire for the occasion, had not set foot on 
ski in his life so far — and thereby hangs a tale, the 
tale of my only real adventure witib a bear. We took 
it in turns to shoot, settling the order of procedure by 
lot to start with. When Thornton's tmn came I, thinking 
three guns enough and to spare for one bear, took only 
a camera. The berlSga was found, and I knew that 
Thornton was very anxious lest Primrose should get 
ahead of him, for if the animal bolted and the first shot 
was a miss it was, according to our rules, any one's game. 
However, that was no business of mine. I shd downhill 
through the trees, a gentle slope, in the direction the 
bear was likely to take and got my camera ready. Pres- 
ently rifle-shots rang out in rapid succession-~one, two, 
three, four — and before I could move I saw the bear, 
with bloody head and growling furiously, coming straight 
at me only twenty or twenty-five yards away. I made 
a desperate efiort to turn, but was held fast by small 
spruce trees sticking up out of the deep snow. The only 
movement possible was Uterally into the bear's mouth 1 
It was a very bad moment indeed. I whipped out my 
knife, but a six-inch blade would never have saved me 
from a mauling. Then, in the nick of time, when the 
animal was nearly on me, old Fe6dor came gliding down 
through the trees on my right, and ran his spear well in 
behind the bear's left shoulder. He missed the heart, 
for which he apologised afterwards, sa}ang : " You see, 
Iv^ Ivinovich, there wasn't any time to spare ; I was a 
bit hurried." I forgave him I Thornton came down 
a moment or two later and gave the coup de grace with 
a bullet in the head. He explained that " Primmy's " 
over-eagerness had flustered him. The bear bolted very 
suddenly amongst trees and thick snow ; he fired both 
barrels, hitting the beast in the nose with one, missing with 
the other. Primrose blazed away almost simultaneously 
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without effect. " But how about D ♦ ♦ ? " Coming 
up at this moment he answered the question himself, 
with his favourite phrase : *' Snow-shoes are worrisome 
things ! " It appeared that just as the fun began he 
fell on his back in a patch of very deep snow, and had 
only now with difficulty and the help of the men succeeded 
in regaining his feet. He was a good shot and a cool one 
— ^perhaps the best man of the four all round, certainly 
the best looking, but the ski or " snow-shoes,'* as we 
called them in those days, were too much for him. On 
this trip both Thornton and I took photographs of bears. 
There were no kodaks then, or films, or any of the modem 
aids to rapid photography, and I had a huge full-plate 
camera, with clumsy wooden legs. I set it up in the snow 
opposite the berldga one day when it was my turn to shoot, 
llie men held back the dogs ; no one wMspered a word 
while my arrangements were being made. Then with a 
finger'of the left hand on the brass trigger of the shutter, 
and my Westley Richards in my right hand, I gave the 
signal to loose the dogs. At the very first yelp out 
jumped a good-sized bear. I clicked the brass trigger, 
threw up my gim, and by good luck killed the brute 
with one bullet. I doubt if there was more than a second 
between the two operations. The clumsy tripod, with 
its legs deep in hmnmocky snow, shook ; the photograph 
eventually gave only a blurred figure of the bear ; but 
I record it as an early attempt at a kind of art or sport 
which has since become popular and given wonderful 
results. Thornton, with a smaller camera, obtained a 
much better negative a day or two later, but it was 
some one else's turn to shoot the bear, a small one. 

When we wanted water in the forest to make our tea 
or what not and the streams were fast frozen, we would 
cut a big stake from birch or spruce, stick it finnly in 
the snow with sharp end aslant towards the fire, impale 
on it a huge lump of snow, and soon a thin stream of clear 
water flowed steadily into our kettle or other receptacle. 
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This we called our " forest-fotmtain/' but the peasants 
their " woodland cow " (Liesndya Kardva). 

After our bag of two years before, I was much aston- 
ished as day after day passed and we never cmce found 
a she-bear with cubs. The men explained that these 
settle down a good deal earlier than the males. When, 
as in the autimm of 1882, the snow comes late the females 
have already gone to sleep. The snow then covers them 
up, and there being no tracks they are never found, imless 
by mere chance. The males, on the other hand, having 
waited for the snow, give a chance to the trackers before 
lying down. The explanation seems reasonable. In 1881, 
in any case, when snow had fallen early the autiunn 
before, we had a full proportion of females with cubs. 
In 1883, of eleven bears all were males or cubless females. 
The strangest thing is that the cubs are bom, blind and 
hairless, after the mother has been asleep and foodless 
for months ; thus in March, 1881, we took two such cubs 
from a lair, after killing the mother, not knowing what 
she had left behind her. We made a feeding-bottle for 
the little creatures, and kept them alive some days, but 
on the drive home one very cold night they died. 

Where many trees have been blown down together, 
usually on a UU-side, forming what in Russian is called 
a burd&m (" storm-break "), the trunks lie sometimes one 
above another, or are raised from the ground at one end 
* by their up-torn roots. These are favourite localities 
for the bear to winter in ; but he avoids by instinct 
those particular spots where the snow is likely to accumu- 
late to an abnormal depth, having no fancy for being 
trapped. In all my experiences I saw but one berldga 
out of which its occupant failed to make a rapid exit 
when roused ; and I must add, in reference to the oft- 
repeated statement that the bear in his winter lair is 
not only asleep but torpid, that the first barking of the 
dogs was almost always answered by a growl, and as often 
as not Bruin gave proof without delay of being not only 
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awake but very much alive. It is true, however, that 
my bear-shooting was done for the most part in the 
months of February and March, when, for all I know 
to the contrary, his sleep may be less profound than in 
mid-winter. 

The Russian name for bear is medvyid, which means 
** honey-lover," the first syllable being identical with our 
" mead." Russian historians — Kluch^vsky, for instance 
— lay great stress on the importance of the forest industry 
of bee-keeping in the Ufe of the primitive (Slavonic) 
inhabitants of Russia ; and indeed it is obvious that when 
sugar was not yet known, honey must have held a 
position of supreme importance in the household economy 
of the human race. Now the bear is notoriously fond 
of honey, and it follows that between him and the Russian 
mujik a rivalry was established from the beginning, the 
echoes of which reverberate to this day in the speech and 
songs of the Russian people. In Siberia, as is well known, 
more than one tribe, beginning with the Ostiaks, treat 
the bear as a god, making all sorts of excuses when they 
kill him ; and on the lower Amoor river I have myse^ 
seen bears kept in cages by the Ghiliaks, to be led out 
and killed with extraordinary ceremony at the yearly 
festival held with the object of ensuring a good run of 
salmon. There is possibly some remote connection 
between this and the Russian mujik's attitude towards 
the bear, which is on the surface coloured almost equally 
by affection and hatred. To hear him talk one would 
think, even, that the former predominated, but give him 
the chance and he wiU kill his friend Bruin without 
mercy, rejoice at his death, and even gloat, obscenely, 
over the details of skinning and dismembering that follow. 
One such scene remains but too vividly impressed on my 
memory ; but that was in the Government of N6vgorod, 
not among my decent Finnish friends of 016nets, and 
it was put down, correctly no doubt, by a Russian 
acquaintance, to the proximity of highroad and railway. 
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But what a comment on the influence of these supposed 
great instruments of civilization and progress I 

It is often said that the bear during hibernation con- 
sumes his own fat. It may be so» but I have myself 
seen thick slabs of white fat stripped from a bear killed 
in the month of March after being turned out of a berldga. 
The peasants beUeve that the bear turns over in his lair 
at the winter solstice, and that he lives during hibernation 
by sucking his own paws. 

The bear is omnivorous, eating anything that comes 
his way from whoitle-berries to old women. In former 
days he was tamed and taught to dance — a, cruel business 
— ^in certain villages, more especially Sergach and Smor- 
goni; hence the honorific appellations conferred upon 
him of Sergatski linn (gentleman of Sergach), and 
Smorgonski studint (Smorgon student).^ 

In one old map of Russia there is a picture of a bear 
attempting to get at a bee's nest in a tree, but baffled 
by a collar studded with spikes fastened round the trunk ; 
in the delightful map of Olaus Magnus, of 1539, a trap 
is shown, in shape of a massive club with spiked head, 
so adjusted as to swing down and strike the bear on the 
skull when swarming up a tree to get at a hive above him. 
The bees are fearsome creatiu'es nearly as large as the 
bear's head I 

However, bear stories and bear-lore would easily fill 
a voltune, and a big one. I will only add here the amusing 
incident recorded in a somewhat sententious passage 
taken from one of my notebooks of about this period : 

" The systematic deception to which the late Emperor of 
Russia was subject in tiie matter of sport — ^trapped foxes, 
trapped wolves, tame bears let out in the forest before him — 
is typical of the much more serious deception all monarchs 
and especially despotic ones, are ever exposed to, in the 
graver regions of policy and Government. The whole Court 

^ Bear-baiting, which prevailed formerly in England as well as in 
Russia, was, of course much more cruel, infamously cruel. 
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is in a conspiracy to hide the truth, and it is only occasionally 
that, as in the case of the bear that began to dance idien 
Alexander IL threw up his rifle to take aim, the miserable 
tricks of his entourage are seen through and awarded meet 
castigation." 

I could never claim to be classed among good shots, 
but in this forest shooting, at big game, where the range 
varied from, say, seventy to ten yards and even less — 
much less — I was, at least, lucky. In the winter of 
1882-1883 I killed my two big elk and four bears each 
with one bullet. On the other hand, at smaller four- 
footed game and at birds I too often deserved Schouvd- 
lofi's reproachful " Iv&n Ivinovich I I shall have to 
propose you as next president of the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals ! " And the trouble was 
that, in winter, there was no possibility, with grotmd 
game at least, of shirking responsibility, of disguising or 
perverting the truth. I loved the snow dearly. I some- 
times thought the snow loved me. But the moral natmre 
of snow is of that virtuously austere kind which in some 
human beings, with souls no less white and cold — if any 
such still exist — Pleads them to betray even their best- 
beloved rather than tell a lie to save them. It is in vain 
to hint that the shot was a long or difficult one, that the 
trees were too thick, the pace, of fox, wolf or lynx, " simply 
terrific, my dear sir ! " It will not do. The tracks are 
there, and not only the tracks, but the very furrows made 
by your shot, to prove the contrary. The truth, the whole 
bare and lamentable truth confronts you. It is there for 
all who run to read, but especially for those who run on 
ski, and above all for the irate, indignant keeper or lukdsh, 
whose contemptuous shrug of the shoulders is harder to 
bear, even, than the grinning faces of the beaters, who 
gather round and whisper freely their opinions as to the 
bdrin's poor performance. 

There is only one course open to the unhappy culprit — 
that of abject confession and repentance. 
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For position of XJsvidt see map at end of volume. 

On i8th February, 1883, news reached St. Petersburg 
of an attack on Mr., afterwards Sk> Alexander Condie 
Stephen, Secretary to the British Legation at Teheran, 
who, with a native escort, was engaged in exploring the 
Turkoman steppe. Eleven of his men were said to have 
been killed and nine wounded. Mr. Stephen himself 
escaped irnhurt ; but, speaking after many years, one is 
inclined to ask que diable aUaiUHfaire dans cette galire ? 
On the other hand, there was a report of an attack on a 
Russian engineer or topographer between Askhabad and 
Merv, three of the escort being killed. I remarked 
sagely enough in transmitting this news : " It is evident 
that the steppes beyond the Russian boimdary are still 
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far from safe, and it is probable that their condition wUl 
sooner or later lead to the interference of the neighbouring 
Powers." 

I added by way of biographical detail : " Mr. Stephen, 
when attached to the Embassy in St. Petersburg, applied 
himself assiduously to the study of the Russian language, 
and published a translation of L^rmontoiBE's work, the 
Demon. On the Bosphorus he served with distinction, 
etc." This, reaching my sub-editor without stops, he, 
knowing nothing of L^rmontofi's poem and being puzzled 
by the title, as he read it — The Demon on the Bosphorus, 
reduced it to '* he published a translation of Lirmontoff's 
work on the Bosphorus ! " 

In April it became known that Italy had definitely 
joined the Austro-German alliance, which was, of course, 
in no way to the liking of the Slavophil party ; but it 
could hardly have taken them by surprise after the events 
of the preceding fifteen months. When King Humbert, 
accompanied by his Foreign Minister, visited Vienna in 
November, 1881, the feelings of this, dominant, party 
in Russia were strongly excited at the prospect of a new 
and hostile Triple Alliance, with Italy in the third place ; * 
and their nwigled anger and alarm foimd vent in some 
very strongly worded articles in the Ndvoe Vrimya, which 
at that time had the credit of being the Ministerial organ. 
We were told that the aUiance of Germany, Austria, 
and Italy would constitute a threat, serve as the basis 
of an aggressive policy, and be the forerunner of war. 
Nothing had happened since to cause a change of opinion 
in this respect, and the N6voe Vrimya still regarded the 
alliance as a direct menace to the Balkan Slavs on the 
part of Austria ; but the tone of its remarks was more 
moderate, and, indeed, the beUicose spirit which breathed 
throughout its former articles was conspicuously absent. 
The sight of Austria strengthening and perhaps extending 

^The Drei-KaisBT-bund, or Alliance of The Three Emperors, was 
dated Jane i8th, 1881. 
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her hold on the Balkan peninsula was not less hateful, 
but the prospect of a successful resistance had, meantime, 
become faint indeed. Then IgndtiefE was at the Home 
Office and hoped to become Foreign Minister ; Gambetta 
was alive in France, and Sk6belefi in Russia ; while in 
England Mr. Gladstone was still free to reiterate the cry 
of " Hands ofi ! " to Austria. Now all was changed. 
M. de Giers had been appointed Foreign Minister; 
Ign&tiefE had retired into private life ; Sk6beleff and 
Gambetta were dead ; and England (so the Slavophils 
argued), having laid hands on Egypt, was no longer 
free, morally or materially, to interfere with Austro- 
Hungary in her advance southward. 

In May of this year Alexander HI. crowned himself 
Emperor and autocrat of all the many Russias with the 
most gorgeous pomp and ceremony in Moscow. Schou- 
v^off, who was to have borne the Standard of the Empire 
at the triumphal entry into the ancient capital, and 
who had promised help in every possible way, failed me 
at the last moment, falling ill in Paris. I was left to 
do the best I could without him, single-:handed, whereas 
the Times reinforced their St. Petersburg correspondent 
by his able Berlin colleague, Mr. Charles Lowe; the 
Daily Telegraph sent genial George Augustus Sala and 
their sub-editor, Le Sage ; the Daily News had two godd 
men; and the Morning Post, I think, as many. The 
Times had the very great advantage over all others of 
having a " special wire " between Berlin and London, 
which gave their correspondents in Moscow an additional 
two hours working time ; that is to say, whereas I could 
not safely telegraph a word later than lo p.m., my col- 
leagues of the Times could go on wiring comfortably 
up to midnight. The handicap may be imagined, especially 
in the case of events that took place late in the day. 
However, I managed to pull through to the satisfaction of 
my employers, who soon afterwards renewed my agree- 
ment for another three years. 

B.R. L 
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The foreign press was royally treated on this occasion 
There were some sixty of us, and money was lavishly 
allotted to all for lodging, board and even driving, though 
some of us were too ' high and mighty ' to accept it. I 
lodged in the Hotel Dusseaux — the same where Sk6beleff 
had been staying at the time of his death — ^and was 
much amused at the stateliness of a stout American 
millionairess who had very cleverly managed to get the 
entry to all the ceremonies by procuring the nomination 
of her husband as minister plenipotentiary or otherwise 
of the Sandwich Isles I The bear-leader of the party was 
Mr. Fitz-Henry, the friend of Mr. George Salting. We 
owe lasting gratitude to both of them for their splendid 
legacies to the nation, including the channing "rose- 
bush " Madonna and Child by Cariani now in the National 
Gallery, but formerly in the Leuchtenberg collection in 
St. Petersburg, a copy of which I had employed an artist 
to make for me while those pictiures were still inaccessible 
to the public at large. It flattered my vanity some years 
later to find when Mr. Salting took me to see his pictures 
in the rooms he occupied at the top of the Thatched House 
Club this Madonna amongst them. 

No sooner was the Coronation over than an Imperial 
ukase abohshed altogether the transit of foreign goods 
through the Caucasus — a shrewd blow, avowedly aimed 
at British trade with Persia, for the benefit of the Moscow 
manufactiu'ers, and perhaps not without a goodly dose 
of the feeling " vous Vavez vaulu George Dandin." The 
question of abolition had been deliberated upon for months 
by more than one Imperial Commission appointed ad hoc. 
Opinions were very equally divided. The first decision 
was actually in favour of maintaining the old order of 
things, but the Moscovite party redoubled its efforts, 
and eventually won over the Finance Minister, Abazd, 
and through his influence gained the final victory. Eng- 
land's trade reverted to the old Trebizond route, and I 
presimie suffered in consequence. The trade in Russian 
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manufactured goods undoubtedly benefited, and not 
only in Persia but in Central Asia. 

At the end of June, 1883, I left St. Petersburg to join 
Schouv&loS at Usvi&t, a large estate he had recently 
purchased in the province of Vitebsk. What follows I 
take bodily from the diary I kept during this visit. 

igih June. Left Petersburg 1.30 p.m. 

^oth. Dunaburg (since Russianised to Dvinsk) ; arrived 
3.30 a.m.; left 5.30 a.m. ; Vitebsk, arrived 1.30 p.m. Post- 
horses to Suraj, 40 versts. Thence 40 more, with the Count's 
horses, sent to meet me — ^all but the first 5 v. throu^ his 
new estate. Vitebsk is full of Jews, and it being Saturday, 
most of the shops were shut. The post-master said there 
had been no pogrSm here; the Governor took precautions 
in time. *' After all we cannot live without them. Here 
I am, far from the centre of the town, and I should fare badly 
were it not for the Jews, who will set up a shop with a few 
roubles and sell anything and everything you want long 
before Russians would dream of doing so.'' At Suraj, also 
on the Dvina,' the Jew at whose house I changed horses 
would take no payment, much to my surprise, for the bread 
and milk and pomerdntseoaya {nalivka, understood— <:rab-apple 
brandy) be supplied, shared by me with a discharged soldier 
I had picked up half-way and given a lift to. The Sabbath 
seemed hardly a reason for this liberality, and I learnt after- 
wards that he wished to curry favour with the Count, in view 
of a contemplated deal in wood. The soldier and I hauled 
the carriage across on the ferry, as the Jews would not work 
that day. Once over the water the road runs in a straight 
line — or nearly so — ^the whole way to Usvi4t, between double 
rows of silver birches. This alley or avenue is due to 
Catherine II., who seems to have given a general order that 
all roads she travelled on should be thus planted. The 
command was carried out very partially, as may be fancied ; 
but here, Usvidt being the property of her favourite, Potem- 
kin, it was duly fulfilled— or perhaps he gave the original 
idea. The trees, which must have been replanted at least 
once, are now failing fast and large gaps disfigure the avenue, 
for it is long since anyone has cared to replace those that fall. 

I reached Usviit at 11 p.m. and found the 'house party ' 
just sitting down to supper after a long day's survey of 
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the forests — ^Schouv&loff at the top of the table, his son 
Andr6i on his left, my place reserved on his right, the rest 
of the company comprising General BachminofiE, the 
G>unt's chief agent ; a doctor ; a surveyor ; Knorre, who 
is to be head-forester here ; Sinus, head-forester from Ruhen- 
thal (Courland) ; Andr6i's tutor ; a clerk and the local agent. 
There is no mansion, only the agent's residence, a one-storied 
building of wood. But SchouvilofE is already building a 
largish brick house near by. The situation is good, on a 
knoll rising, perhaps, loo feet and forming a peninsula or 
promontory in one of a chain of lakes that stretches away 
for some versts on either side. Behind is the overgrown 
village of Usviit. 

1st July. I tried fishing in the river, which runs hence 
into the Dvina, but there was thunder in the air and I got 
neither rise nor bite. In the evening there was a sharp 
storm, and a very peculiar effect of clouds along the horizon 
— a band of d^ise inky blue — above v^ich was another 
band of whitish cloud with smoky downward detachments. 
I saw teal, with young, on the lake, and wild-duck in plenty. 
A bittern boomed — ^the first time I had heard it. The people 
here call it the " water-bull " {vodiandi buik) or simply " bull " 
{buik) ; but the proper Russian name is vuip. There are said 
to be woodcock about, which are called by the Polish name 
slomka, and all the other game-birds usual in the North. 
There were five bears here last winter; a litter of wolves 
has been seen lately ; and l3nixes are not uncommon. A 
young one was brought in alive to-day. 

2nd July. I went with Schouv&lofi to visit the forest in 
a distant part of the estate — ^40 versts away. We drove 
20 V. back along the high road to Pudovka in a lumbering old 
coach drawn by four horses abreast ; there we crossed the 
river to inspect a small mill, where pulp is manufactured out 
of poplar-wood, to be used afterwards in the paper-mills at 
Riga. The produce (and profit) is limited greatly by the 
river conditions, the water being frozen up in winter and 
often too low in late summer to drive the turbines.^ The 
poplar so far has been held of no value in Russia, though the 
peasants use it, on account of its superior size, to make their 
dug-outs, which cost 5 Rs. only, of which one for transport 

^ This mdustxy was then in its infancy. It soon attained very large 
proportions. 
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and the rest for 2 men's labour for two days at 50 k. The 
marketable timber is spruce and pine, of which the former 
is sold for various countries, the latter for England only — 
for what reason I cannot tell. It is used there, they say, 
for sleepers, scaffolding poles and laths. The estate was 
bought by Mr. Armitstead, Gladstone's friend,^ or the brothers 
Armitstead, of Riga, for Rs. 300,000, and sold by them to 
Schouv&loff for Rs. 625,000, they having had the cutting of 
the timber meantime.* He calculates ti^at the sale of, say, 
40,000 trees a year will pay him handsomely (10 per cent, 
clear), with the other miscellaneous items of revenue. These, 
however, are small in comparison. Where we went yesterday 
there is a pine-wood 5 v. square. With the mixed wood 
next it there are together 1,700 dessioHnes. We (that is 
the foresters with our help) made a calculation as to how 
many trees there are ready for cutting and found 165 to the 
dessioHne, or in all 280,500. But it would be safer to divide 
this by two, the estimate being a very rough one. Cutting 
all these there would be a new supply in five years or, more 
surely, in ten. The capital invested seems therefore pretty 
well guaranteed. The most serious thing is that the pines 
are attacked, in places, by the Korayid (bark-eater), a grub 
which eats away the inner bark and arrests once for aU the 
growth of the tree ; which, unless cut down, will decay. 
The means employed against this pest is to fell one or two 
trees, which are caJled " catchers " {ISvchee d^evo, fang-baum), 
whereupon all the neighbouring insects in their winged state 
collect on them, after which the bark is stripped and burnt. 
This parasite is peculiar to the pines ; the spruces are 
altogether free from it.* When a pine wood is cleared — 
in this region at least — nature replaces it by a thick growth 
of deciduous trees, of the baser sorts, aspen, alder, birch, 
etc., which always take root more quickly and grow faster 
and thicker, than the pines. We ate lunch in a bam, belonging 

^ Afterwards Lord ArmitBtead, bom 6th February, 1824, died 7th 
December, 191 5. 

* I believe Schonv41off 'a son sold the estate for one million roubles, 
to that the value went on increasing in spite of the timber cut. 

* It is a somewhat remarkable fact that, after thirty-seven years, 
this method of dealing with the pine-beetle (HyUi/rgus piniptrda) is 
now being applied, for the first time, apparently, in this country, in 
the New Forest. See a paper by M. H. Rowe in the Quarterly Journal 
of Forestry, July 1920, p. 196. 
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to an old peasant, who had served at Sevastopol. In one 
village there is Siberian (cattle) plague, so in all o^ers barriers 
are put up, and we alone are allowed to pass. I saw two purple 
Emperors and thousands of a dusky wldte butterfly, veined all 
over with black ; of flowers the Ivdn-da-Mdria (John and 
Mary : the purple cow-wheat) and the sweet-scented orchis 
were very common ; also the handsome large-flowered 
hemp-nettle, Jacob's ladder, and a purple gladiolus, fine enou^ 
for any garden. 

The peasants here at the Emancipation received 5 dessioHnes 
each ' soul ' and then refused to take any more, having their 
hands full. They were allowed to choose their own lots, 
too ; so that their rye and other crops and their woods border 
all the roads, whereas the count's form the ' hinterland ' and 
are much less easy of access. There is no reason here, there- 
fore, to fear agrarian trouble for a long time to come. They 
are a quiet, orderly people too. White Russians as one can 
teU by the turban-Hke head-dress of the women, which is 
not unlike that worn by the great ladies of England a century 
ago. The gamekeepers are Letts from Courland. A boat is 
called here laiva, the Lettish name, which the Finns proper, 
who likewise use it, must have adopted ages since when they 
were neighbours of the Letts. 

At dinner I mentioned having heard that skeletons had 
lately been dug up in the neighbourhood, supposed to be 
those of soldiers fallen in battle. The conversation turned, 
naturally, on Polish insurrections. The last, however, 1863, 
did not affect this part of the country, and some say that the 
bones go back to the time of the wars between Stephen 
Batory, King of Poland (1575-1586) and Ivan the Terrible.* 
The Count spoke of Mouravi6ff, with whom he was thrown 
together at Vilna, as he commanded the troops guarding 
the Warsaw railway. He had to escort Mouravi6ff to Vilna, 
when the latter was appointed Governor-General ; and says 
that he showed great nervousness, had a pilot train sent 

^ Usvi&t is first mentioned in the Russian Chronicle in a.d. 102 i, 
when Yaroslav, Grand Prince of Kiefi, gave this town (then called 
Vsiach) to the Prince of Polotsk. In 1228 the Russians here defeated 
the Lithuanians, who were beaten again at Vsiach by Alexander 
Nevsky in 1245. Olgerd lived here for a time in the beginning of the 
fourteenth century. Ivan IV. (the Terrible) ordered a castle to be built 
at Usvi&t which was stormed by Stephen Batory in 1580, and destroyed 
by the Russians in 1654. 
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ahead, etc., and, on arrival, hurried ofi in a common droshky 
to the palace. Once there, and all guards doubled, the terror 
began. He commenced by asking for the oldest cases, and 
the first man hanged was an unfortunate gentleman, com* 
promised but sUghtly, who had been allowed for months to 
be at large and had come to think no more about it. Schouvi- 
lofE was disgusted with Mouravi^fE's cruelty — and, at last, 
when he vilified the local poUce-master for permitting some 
unfortunate women to weep over the graves of their husbands, 
sons and brothers, banged that day as rebels, he went ofi 
to St. Petersburg and told the Emperor that he could stand 
it no longer. Alexander II. said, " Ah I how weU I understand 
your feeUngs I " and permitted him to remain in St. Petersburg, 
but, nevertheless, continued to support Mouravi^ff. Later, 
in 1866, when Karak6sofi's attempt took place,^ Schouv&lofi, 
then Governor-General of the Baltic provinces, was appointed 
chief of the Gendarmerie ; General Tr6pofi, head of the PoUce ; 
and Mouravi6fi, head of a conunission to inquire into the 
conspiracy and imravel it if possible. Mouravi6fi lingered 
over this matter week after week, his great object being to 
compromise the Poles and the Grand Duke Constantine. 
" I have no reason to Uke the Grand-Duke," said my friend, 
" but this accusation of complicity was utterly devoid of 
foundation. Karak6sofi was tortured by Mouravi6ff — ^in a 
way — ^that is to say he was half-starved and reduced to a 
state of extreme weakness, in the hope that confessions 
might be extorted from him. I was present at one of Moura- 
vi6ff's interviews with him for this purpose. Karak6sofi 
was held up by two gendarmes, being too weak to stand alone. 
He still, however, denied everything that Mouravi6fi wished 
him to confess ; and the latter, beside himself with rage, 
jumped up and said ' in any case I shall have the pleasure of 
seeing you hanged I ' 

" The Emperor, tired of the long delay, sent me to Moura- 
vi6fi to tell him he must send in his report. He, perforce, 
complied ; but the report was little else than a long list of 
persons recommended for rewards in the shape of promotion^ 

^ Karak69ofi'8 attempt, the first on the life of Alexander II., took 
place at the entrance to the famous Summer Garden on the Neva quay, 
St. Petersburg, on the 4th April, 1866. The assassin fired one shot from 
a pistol, but a bystander knocked up his hand with a stick, deflecting 
the buUet, and the man was then seized. Investigation showed that he 
was one of a considerable band of student conspirators. 
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orders, etc. The Emperor disliked the idea of such ' blood- 
money,' but said * very well ; provided I hear nothing more 
about it/ I told Mouravi^fi, who exclaimed : " But what 
am / to have ? ' He became so importunate that the Emperor 
consented at last to give him the St. Andrew with diamonds — 
everything else he had already — ^but without the usual 
flattering rescript. I sent him the insignia accordingly, to 
where he was then living in the country, by an orderly. A 
few days afterwards, while at dinner with some of the grand- 
dukes and others, I received a letter from the orderly saying 
that Mouravi6fE had died just before his arrival : to whom 
should he hand over the packet ? This was on the 31st 
August, 1866, and Karak6soff was not hanged till the 3rd 
September, so that he out-lived his enemy after all I 

" I acknowledge that Mouravi6ff was a man of great ability 
and if left to govern the Poles would have done better by 
them than his successors, who were merely fools. Some of 
his admirers used to excuse him, laying the blame for all 
his cruelty on his wife, who ' was ten times worse than he.' ^ 
Bez&k, who succeeded him, used simply to confiscate any 
estates that pleased him and hand them over to his friend 
and relations. He had determined to seize in this way the 

estate — a very large and rich one — of X . It came to 

my knowledge that this unfortunate gentleman was quite 
falsely accused, having been in the island of Madeira (he 
was consumptive) at the time when, according to Jewish 
informers instigated by Bez&k, he was seen at the head of 
insurgent bands in the North-West provinces of Russia. I 
informed the Emperor, who told me to order Bez&k to stop 
all proceedings in the case. The scene at the interview 
was striking. It was at my official residence. Bez&k objected 
strongly, but the Emperor's command was absolute. At last 

^ On another occasion (26th February, 1886) I mentioned a notice of 
Monravi6ff in Prince Meshchersky's Gtajdanin making him out to be 
the best and most pions of men. Schouv&lofi laughed and said, 
" Well, he was better than his wife, at any rate. When anyone referred 
to his cruelty, those who knew both would say, ' Ah, he's nothing to 
her ; quite a good feUow in fact.' She also was by way of being pious." 

The Mouravi6ff in question (Michael Nicholayvich, 1796- 1866) was 
one of a numerous family several members of which achieved distinction 
in various ways. In suppressing the Polish rebellion he exercised great 
cruelty, burning whole villages and exiling to Siberia the entire popu- 
lation, men, women and children, who had survived his military 
executions. 
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he said^ leaning his face on his hands and looking hard at 
me, ' Let me have this one estate and you shall do what you 
like with all the rest/ I rose and bending tovrards him with 
my hands on the table (suiting, now, the action to the words) 
said ' I beg you not to make such proposals to me. This man 
is innocent and the Emperor orders you to leave him alone. 
As to the other estates you have no right to ofifer nor I to 
receive them. I have the honour to wish you a very good 
morning.' " 

Schouv&lo£E continued : " It is strange to think what 
happened in the days of Serfdom, so short a time ago 1 I 
remember that, when I was police-master, people used con- 
stantly to send servants to the police to be whipped ; and 
when I was young, to see a man shaved and sent ofi as a 
recruit to the army, for no great fault, was a common occur- 
rence. That meant exile and separation from his people 
practically for life, as service was then for 25 years. In 
our own family when we divided certain estates the agent 
complained that more girls married from our half into the 
other than vice versa, so that their serfs increased at our 
expense. He proposed that only so many of our women-serfs 
should be allowed to marry their men as of their women 
married our men, and the plan was adopted. All this seemed 
to me only reasonable and natural at the time." 

He spoke with disgust of the annual All-souls' day baccha- 
fuUia at the tombs of the dead, in the St. Petersburg ceme- 
teries, and related how 2 companies of soldiers were sent 
once to carry out the bodies of the dead-drunk from amongst 
the graves. They did so and laid them out neatly in rows, 
in the street. Next year some of the old bUdochniki (' Wakers,' 
' Charlies '), a stupid race, were told to do the same, but 
they laid the bodies across and across each other in three 
layers, so that but for timely aid the under ones must have 
been suffocated. 

On Sunday evening we went in four boats for a little duck- 
shooting — ^very poor sport, as the flappers can hardly rise on 
the wing as yet. At tiie first discharge the doctor massacred 
one of these innocents on the water and wounded all the 
occupants of the count's boat — ^the boatman through the 
nose, Schouv&loff in the leg, and so on ; luckily, no one in 
the eye, so no great damage was done. We chaffed the doctor 
unmercifully on this method of obtaining patients. The 
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second discharge came from Schouv&lofi himself, and his 
shot came rattling into my boat, striking me smartly enough 
to draw blood from the right ear and back of neck. I had 
fortunately turned in time, seeing the direction of his aim 1 
Evidently, duck-shooting can be exciting not only to the 
ducks! 

4ih July. Last night Schouv&loff related some of his 
Crimean experiences. He was on Prince Gortchak6ff's staff 
at Sevastopol when the latter succeeded Prince Alexander 
Menshikoff in supreme command of the Russian forces. 
" Gortchak6ff ^ was a strange figure to look at, considering 
that he was the General-in-Chief upon whom the fate of Russia 
depended. Ugly and fat, he wore the St. George's cross on 
his bare neck and an old forage cap on the back of his 
head. He went about with an orderly on each side of him, 
muttering to himself all the time ; and was so absent-minded 
that he would never have got home — or to his destination, 
whatever that might be — alone. Without knowing it he 
would turn off to right or left, whereupon the orderly on that 
side would touch his arm and set him straight again. But he 
was extremely brave. When the Frendi had taken the 
Malakoff he went o£E to rally the troops and induce them, if 
possible to make an e£Eort to recover it. There was no other 
chance. He had to cross a bridge imder a heavy fire. Two 
aides-de-camp and an orderly went with him and the ittle 
party advanced slowly. Before they had crossed the bridge 
the prince wad already alone ; the others had fallen. Two 
officers from the stafE made each the sign of the cross and 
replaced their comrades. Gortchak6ff with the utmost 
deUberation walked on and reached the main line of defences. 
The construction of this Une was Todleben's great mistake ; 
for, had the troops been in the open they would have gone 
forward to the attack, but being more or less under cover tiidr 
officers could no longer get them to move. When the prince 
called on them they answered rddi stardtsa (' glad to try ') 
as usual. But all the same they did not advance. The 
demoralisation was complete. It was then that Gortchak6fi 
saw that an evacuation was absolutely necessary and, return- 
ing, gave the order to that effect. The retreat to the northern 
side was effected under circumstances of terrible grandeur. 
I was told off to see to the orderly passage of the bridge-of- 

' ^ Prince lifikhael Dmftrivich, 1793-1861, a cousin of the ChanceUor. 
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boats. This was now no longer supported and guarded by 
the ships of war, which had been sunk ; and what with the 
weight of the troops and the motion of the waves — ^for the 
wind arose — ^it was under water and only marked out by 
the ropes on either side. From nightfall the wounded began 
to cross — a piteous sight — some carried in carts, Utters or 
in an3rthing handy, others limping or crawling, dragging 
themselves along on hands and knees, groaning and crying. 
The fire from the enemy's fleet, badly directed, did little real 
damage but added to the terrors of the scene. Then the 
unwounded garrison began to follow. So complete was 
the demoralisation that to keep any order was utterly im- 
possible, and, afterwards, it took four days for the officers to 
find their men and re-form their regiments. Meantime, 
the town was burning and the bastions were being blown 
up, one after another, amidst an infernal fire from the allies. 
Every now and again Gortchak6fiE told some officer to take 
an order to one of those still in command at the fortifications. 
At last my turn came. I was sent to ask why a certain 
bastion had not been blown up, and to order its inunediate 
destruction. I got there safely and made this demand of 
the colonel in charge, who, by way of reply, pointed to 
hundreds of wounded Frenchmen lying in and around it. 
What was he to do ? ' My orders are absolute.' The Colonel 
saw that it must be done. The poor Frenchmen, too, soon 
understood what was intended and began to implore for 
mercy, that, at least, they might be pitdied over the walls, 
a very considerable height and they wounded I I and my 
orderly employed otuselves in this sickening work till tired 
out, and then, perforce, retired. Before I reached the bridge- 
head again there was a roar, a jet of flame — ^a mass of falling 
stones and rubbish — ^the deed was done 1 After the evacua- 
tion I was sent to bastion No. 4^ (on the north-side), by 
mistake, on the supposition that I knew English and might 
be useful in the event of parleyings. In reality I only learnt 
English long years afterwards when ambassador in London. 
The bastion was held by sailors conunanded by their own 

1 Count Uo Tolst6y was in bastion No. 4 during the siege. See 
Reminiscences of Tolstoy by his son Ilya, London, 191 4> P* I7< But 
that was, doubtless. No. 4 of the main defences facing South, whereas 
Schouv&lofi's No. 4 was nortik of the roadstead, probably the ' Battery 
No. 4 ' of one of Kinglake's maps. 
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naval officers, whose coolness in such trjdng circumstances 
excited my admiration. They were under constant fire, 
though a weak one ; but they had 30,000 poods (nearly 
500 tons) of gunpowder uncover^, and the men were working 
night and day at protecting it with logs and earth. I was 
in this place for nine days, with the probabiUty of being 
blown up at any moment, and during that time my hair 
became flecked with grey, though I was only 28 years old, 
so that when I rejoined my friends of the StafE they were 
astonished at the change. I freely confess that I was reduced 
to a state approaching nervous prostration by the horrors 
of the retreat and this subsequent ordeal, and could with 
difficulty retain the food I swallowed. But those naval 
officers ate and drank and cracked jokes as if in their element 1 
At last I received orders to rejoin the Staff, and escaped from 
the bastion at night, ordering the gates to be opened and 
then dashing out on horseback at full speed, amidst a shower 
of bullets, without even an overcoat. The same night an 
officer was sent to replace me who probably knew as little 
English as I did. I spoke to him and told him that he would 
find my room with all my effects in it, to which he was very 
welcome. Next night a shell burst in that very room and 
he was desperately wounded. I met him but once again, 
long afterwards, when we talked over this episode. When 
I reported myself to Gortchakdfi he sent me ofi at once to 
meet the Emperor, who was coming south, dressed as I was, 
without even an overcoat, in order to report in detail the fall 
of Sevastopol and the Russian losses, his Majesty (Alexander 
II. Who had now succeeded Nicholas I.) having till then only 
heard of them by telegraph — a pleasant task, truly I These 
losses averaged during Uie last period of the siege 3,000 
daily. I met the Emperor half a stage from Pultdva; I 
was so exhausted that I could hardly stand.^ My brotiiier 
Paul was there and he found me a place to lie down in ; but 
I was roused up again almost immediately to report to the 
Emperor, who asked me to return with him, at once, to 
Nikol&iefi, and this, of course, I had to do." * 

^ There was then no railway south of Moscow. Schouvfiloff would 
have travelled by post-cart, changing at each station, the horses at a 
gaUop all the way. 

* Alexander II. went to Bakhchesarai 28th October/gth November to 
greet the heroic defenders of Sevastopol and stayed there four days. He 
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Speaking of the battle of the Ahna, SchouvilofE said to 
me : " The conditions were such that after the engagement 
you had nothing to do but make a ceremonial march into 
Sevastopol 1 I myself was sent there to see about 
the evacuation by the 3,000 sailors who alone garrisoned 
it 1 Generally we Russians made the grossest blunders in 
everything. Of a truth it is very necessary that the Russian 
God should be a great One» according to the popular saying 
{Russki Bogh vdik 1)." ^ This led me to observe that at the 
recent great fire on the Gutuyevsky Island, in St. Petersburg, 
the boatman who rowed me to the scene in the evening 
pointed out a little wooden chapel standing unharmed in 
the middle of the burnt-out space, saying: 'Russki Bogh 
nye goreet I ' (The Russian God does not bum !). " What 
chapel ? " said the coimt. " I think one dedicated in memory 
of some escape of the late Emperor." " I was always opposed 
to this way of commemorating the various attempts on his 
life. When I pass the one at the entrance to the Summer 
Garden and read the text (Touch not mine anointed, etc.) and 
remember that, after all, the Emperor fell a victim to the 
assassins I feel it a pity that such texts should ever have been 
pat up. What must the Nihilists think ? " General Bach' 
manoff: " Well I always had a conviction that they could 
not harm him, that no attempt would succeed — ^until I heard 
of his marriage with ' the Ydrievskaya.' That made a very 
bad impression upon me." " On whom did it not ? " broke 
in the count. Continuing, Bachm&iofE, a very dull fellow, 
said : " I told my wife ' now I shbuld not be surprised if he 
were killed ' and batz I came the ist of March ! " Schouvdloff : 
" It is true that his Majesty was completely under her influence: 
never was there such a moral collapse. Favouritism reigned ; 
only those were employed she smiled upon. Men the most 
necessary to the country were dismissed from office and soon 
the Emperor would have been mad enou^ — I can use no 
milder word — ^to crown her Empress. That of itself would 
probably have led to his assassination." 

It seemed somev^at strange to me that after each vain 
attempt on the poor Emperor's Ufe Uttle chapels were set 

had been before this in NikoUUeff, whither he had come from Moscow 
13/25 September. 

^ With the Germans, too, God is stiU a national possession, whereas 
each a term as " our English God " has, I think, never been known. 
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up in memory of God's mercy, but when at last he was killed 
instead of the chapels a large and beautiful church 1 

We walked about yesterday in a bog, with stunted birch 
and pine here and there, searching for black-game, but found 
only one covey, consisting of a hen and two chicks, just able 
to fly. I was astonished when a double or ' solitary ' snipe 
flew ofE a nest with four eggs, brown with black splotches on 
the top. A pale yellow foxglove is common, and the ground 
in places all purple with the bracts of the Ivin da M&rya. 

Baron Krum called on us yesterday on the way from his 
estate, 20 v. ofi. His timber starts down the river L6mach 
and eventually reaches St. Petersburg, whereas the Count's 
goes by the river Usviit and the Dvina to Riga, so the water- 
shed must be near at hand. 

Schouvilofi told us that Dr. Botkin's patients till 1869 
were of the merchant class, rather than of the aristocrats. 
He won his way less by his talent and knowledge which were 
real than by his great attention to malades imaginaires. " My 
father at last sent for him, and Botkin sounded him all over, 
even kdjeUa (I think) his toes I He spent about an hour 
with him and left my father in an ecstasy of admiration and 
delight. From that time he talked of no one but Botkin, of 
nothing but Botkin's skill, and being Grand Chamberlain he 
was constantly praising him to the Emperor and Empress 
(Alexander II. and his wife), who, however, would not hear 
of employing such an unfashionable person. Then the 
Empress fell dangerously ill ; she seemed to be fading away. 
Three doctors were called in but did no good, and at last her 
state was such that she could not raise an arm. My father 
then, with difficulty, prevailed upon her and the Emperor 
to call in Botkin, who came and insisted on soimding her 
lungs. At first her Majesty refused, but at length consented. 
He then made her undo her dress and even her chemise ; 
sounded her and went out of the room without a word. Meet- 
ing the Emperor he told him that the illness was not at aU 
what had been supposed ; there was some process going on 
in one lung, the upper part, which any medical student ought 
to be ashamed not to discover. He advised immediate 
removal to the Crimea, otherwise death was inevitable. 
The Emperor said he would propose it to the Empress. When 
the other doctors heard of it they drew up and signed a written 
protocol stating that if her Majesty were moved she must die. 
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Neverthdess Botldn prevailed, and, with the utmost caution 
the removal took place. 

" I was present at her departure. So weak was she that 
v^en the crucifix was held towards her she could not bend 
forward to kiss it ; she was to all appearance past recovery. 
Three days afterwards the Emperor started, I with him, and 
we overtook the Empress at Odessa. I was summoned to 
her Majesty's cabin on the yacht and found her quite another 
person, so much had she improved with the journey, and from 
this time Botkin was just ' everything ' at the Palace. But 
he had enemies already, and made more ; so that when the 
Emperor was assassinated it was reported, even, that he had 
refused to come or had delayed coming, that his wife kept him 
back on purpose, being a Nihilist, etc., etc., though as a matter 
of fact he was present at the death. He is now ignored." 

In the last year of his reign the Emperor summoned Bunge, 
the Finance Minister, and said : " I am ashamed to do so, 
but I must ask for one and a half miUion roubles extra." 
This was owing to the increase of his expenditure consequent 
on marriage with the Dolgortikaya (Ytirievskaya). 

At the date of KarakdsofE's attempt (1866) the Nihilists 
were few in number ; — ^f rom that time they increased rapidly 
— ^but every tiine that Schouvilo£E called the Emperor's 
attention to this disquieting fact, and to the danger that 
threatened, he was treated by others as an alarmist ; and the 
Emperor was only too glad to beUeve them. Schouv&lofi at 
last, after an unpleasant business in which he had to expose 
certain great people in a matter of jobbery on a large scale, 
begged to be appointed to London. The position had become 
irksome, and the Emperor, so far from expressing surprise or 
regret, said merely, " Vous voulez me quitter done f " and went 
on to ask : " Who do you think fittest to be your successor ? " 
He rephed that he had always thought Albedinsky. What 
was his surprise, soon after, to hear that Pot&pofE had been 
appointed, Potipofi whom he had alwaj^ characterised to 
the Emperor as a fool, and who in a short time did actually 
go out of his mind I " When that happened, my former 
adjutant, M6zentsefi, was appointed — a man equally unfit for 
the post, whose one idea was that Nihilism would disappear 
with the creation of a vsiososldvny vdlost?- He was assassinated, 

^The V6lost or lay-Parish, which forms the fonndation of local 
adaunistration, belongs exclusively to the peasants. The change to a 
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and then came Drenteln, an honest upright fellow who 
remarked on this occasion : ' A soldier cannot refuse duty, 
but it's like throwing a man into the water without asking — 
can he swim ? ' Drentehi knew nothing about the business 
at all.^ He was shot at by Mirsky. later there came the 
Dictatorship of M£Ukofi» v^ose appointment was due to the 
Dolgoriikaya. M£liko£E's plan was to do nothing, but to 
make himself popular with everybody and every class. He 
flattered the grown-up Grknd-dukes and -duchesses and 
caressed the little ones down to the babes in arms. Deputa- 
tions of merchants, of Old Believers (Sectarians), of all sorts 
and conditions of men were received with the greatest a&i- 
bility, and came away in childish ecstasy at the promises 
made them. The nobility were told that they were the 
bulwark of society ; without them nothing could be done — 
this to my nephew A. A. B6brinsky — Zmstvos that they 
were the keystone of the State ; the Jews that they were the 
hope of Russia ; and so on, and so on — untU thefirsi ofMofchl 
When I came back from London the first time and found 
that the Emperor could no longer go about in his own capital 
without an escort, and saw to v^om the reins of government 
were confided, I felt that he was doomed." Schouv&lofI 
considered that his friend Dmitri Tolst6y's educational 
system was much to blame. " The Nihilist's best recruiting 
ground is amongst the poor students. Their poverty is 
inconceivable." Here the Doctor broke in with the story 
how he himself, when at the University, was one of those who 
were often without bread to eat. Chie day a student said 
to some of the poorest ' you, and you, and you,' pointing 
them out, ' will get a good meal if you come to such and such 
a house on the Vasili Island.' Twelve agreed to go, including 
himself, but he was delayed and arrived late. When he did 
get there he asked the woman who opened the door for so 
and so, and learnt that all had been taken by the police. 
They were let out soon afterwards but everyone became a 
Nihilist, though not one had been even a malcontent before I 

I added the story of the students who lived in twos and 
threes together with only one pair of trousers between them, 
and took it in turn to go out. One such I became intimate 

Vsiasostdvny Vdhst, or one in which ' all classes ' would be represented, 
waa the second of the three main Zemstvo reforms advocated in 191 5. 

^ See p. 61. 
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with after he had taken his medical degree. Now, it is, or 
was, forbidden under dire penalties for a doctor to claim a 
fee or define its amount. He had just to be content, or seem 
so, with what was given him. On one occasion my friend 
after sitting up for several nights with children suffering 
from diphtheria and saving their lives received from the 
grateful parents a plaster bust of Pushkin / As he said : 
" It was worth little or nothing to sell, I could not eat it ; 
yet I was literally short of food." Another time he paid 
several visits in a no less severe case and received each time 
a silver rouble (2S.) wrapped in tissue paper. When the 
patient was out of danger he was given the usual packet 
with polite but firm renunciation of any further services. 
On reaching home and untwisting the paper he found in it a 
<^PP^ 5 kopek piece (five farthings) 1 

llie Emperor Wilhelm I., said Sdiouv&lofif, speaking of the 
new, much simplified, uniforms of the Rt^an Army, said 
that he considered the change a great mistake, one for which 
the officers as a body would sufEer. For many men entered 
mainly for the uniform — ^to look at themselves in the glass 
and please the ladies, but now they could have no such induce- 
ment ; and those were the very men who in the course of time 
became first-rate officers. 

At one time the llinister of War wanted to establish and 
subsidise ' tir' on the Swiss system, and give every man a 
gun in order to improve the shooting in the Russian Army. 
Schouv&lofi opposed this and begged that a competent person 
be sent to Berlin to learn what the Germans thought on the 
subject. The report, as he expected, was to the e£Eect that 
they had no use for men v^o could ^oot independently, for 
such would think for themselves I " What they wanted was 
a machine. My brother Paul was once being taken over 
some barracks in Berlin. Rounding a comer, he saw a 
Serjeant beating a recruit. He thereupon remarked to the 
German officer of exalted rank who accompanied him that 
this sort of thing was not allowed in Russia. ' Nor is it 
necessary,' was the reply. ' You have only to do with 
your worthy moujiks ; aber dieser canaille die haben 
siudiHl'" ^ 

When helmets were abolished the War Minister promised 
a consequent reduction of i| million roubles in the budget. 

* " These scoundrels are educated men I " 

B.R. M 
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When, soon afterwards, the new kepi displeased the Emperor 
and he enquired what would be the cost of re-introdudng the 
helmet, he was assured again that this would effect a saving 
of at least i} million roubles ! " There is always going to 
be a saving, especially under the present Emperor ; but as 
a matter of fact the expenditure steadily increases." 

When Schouv&lofi came from London to St. Petersburg 
in 1877 ^ ^^ h^P^ ^^ avert hostilities he found that the 
Emperor, though he still spoke of his love of peace, really 
wished war. " My representations were obviously dis- 
tasteful and, after one sitting, Adlerberg said to me : ' My 
dear Sdiouv&lofE, why do you persist in advocating peace? 
You only ruin your position with the Emperor by it. He 
is bent upon war and has ordered three fieUrmarshoTs batons 
enriched with diamonds.' Astonished, I asked — for whom ? 
' Presumably two for his brothers (the Grand-dukes Nicholas 
and Michael) ; the other — ^well, God knows 1 ' It was for 
himself/ The Emperor had earned fame by the Emancipation 
of the serfs and the Great Reforms ; he wished now for 
military laurels ; the example of his uncle William had 
seduced him I " 

Talking to N who advanced Moscovite, " jingo " theories, 

Schouv&lofi referred to the Crimean War, saying : " It arose 
from the fact that Nicholas, when Napoleon III. sent a circular 
to the Powers announcing his elevation to the throne, would 
not write back ' Dear Brother,' but only ' Best Friend,' which, 
perhaps, was very high-minded, but resulted in a loss to 
Russia of half a million men, the destruction of her navy, 
humiliation and defeat. I suppose that soothes 3^ur 
patriotic feelings I " 

" Reutem," he went on, " brought the finances almost to 
a balance by years of patient administration. He was no 
financial genius and attempted no great coups, but adopted 
the policy of getting in as much and giving out as little as 
possible. He was so rude to those who asked for money, 
even his brother ministers, that for this reason alone they 
often thought twice before applying to him. When summoned 
by the Emperor before the declaration of war, in 1876, and 
told that it was decided upon he was in despair. He declared 
that it would take Russia 50 years to recover from the effects 
financially, and that though he could not resign his post at 
such a moment, for fear of the effect in Europe, he would do 
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so immediately on the conclusion of peace. And he kept 
his word." ^ The present Emperor (Alexander III.) when 
told that the rouble was falling replied : " Well, what if it 
is ? I do not speculate on the Stock Exchange, so it cannot 
affect ME I " 

Schouv&loff assured us that he received instructions from 
his government before the Berlin Congress to pay no attention 
whatever to Serbia's claims. Reverting to Dmitri Tolst6y, 
he said : " Though one of his best frien(k I disagree with him 
on many questions of policy. Also he is over-sensitive to 
attacks in the press. At the time of the failure of the Sko- 
pinsky Bank (last year, 1882) some newspaper published a 
few lines insinuating, or stating, that he had been mixed up 
m the affair discreditably, had wrongly lent or given to the 
Bank the money of the clergy. This exasperated him greatly. 
He told me all about it some four months ago. I advised him 
to take no notice of it. Next day, again, he began, ' Have you 
read . . . ? ' and soon afterwards he sent for me to tell me that 
a Gennan paper had reproduced it, and expressed his intention 
of prosecuting the correspondent, who, as it happened, had 
signed his name ! I dissuaded him." 

" Kray6vsky, of course, knew as soon as Tolst6y was 
appointed that his paper, the G6los, could no longer hope to 
exist ; they had alwaj^ been bitter enemies." Talking of 
the press generally, Schouv&lofi said : " I have come to the 
decided conclusion that either the press should not be allowed 
to exist at all or it should be free. By freedom I mean that 
it should be subject only to the laws of the land, applied by 
the ordinary Comls of Justice. The result of our present 
system is that the whole press is anti-govenunental and that 
a conservative high-class oxgan is an impossibility. I myself 
wished to found one and had consultations with those who 
think as I do. We were willing to spend money and to dis- 
pense with profits but we came to the conclusion that it was 
out of the question. For, supposing that so long as M^kofi 
remained in power I could give vent to my ideas, with the 
advent of Ign&tieff or Tolst6y this would no longer be possible. 
With each diange of minister I should have to diange my tone 
and policy — ^that is, the paper would. Being what I am I 
should not even be able to do what Bilb&sofi has done for years, 

^ Count Rentem became Mmister of Fmance in 1862 and resigned as 
soon as the Berlin Treaty was signed (1878). 
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namely, hold on by hook and by crook^ and manage to keep 
the paper going in spite of all difficulties. The Government 
in Russia fails to recognise any right of property in a news- 
paper, and will ruin without compunction its proprietor for 
expressing views it happens not to approve of. The result of 
our system is bad abroad as well as at home. The G6lo$ 
stated, once, that Beaconsfield speculated on the Stock 
Exchange, which was quite untrue; no Englishman ever 
accused him of anything of the sort. The English Govern- 
ment complained, whereupon I expressed surprise that 
Englishmen who valued the liberty of the press so highly, 
and whose own papers might say what they liked, should 
expect us to control our press. ' Pardon me,' said Lord 
Derby, ' here it is quite a different thing. Our papers are 
independent. Yours are governmental. You have all sorts 
of machinery expressly for the purpose of controlling the 
press, and you are constantly punishing and even prohibiting 
the sale of such and such a paper. It is evident therefore that 
whatever is allowed to be printed and to circulate bears the 
stamp of approval by your Government,' and the argument is 
not unjust ; but it foUows that we are responsible for a press 
which is almost invariably hostile to us — an absurd position." * 
Vitebsk has no 2^mstvo. Schouv&loff said : " I could do 
something, perhaps, to hasten its introduction, that is, to 
place Vitebsk on the same footing as the interior provinces 
of Russia (na obshchee poloxhinie, the general footing) ; but 

^Bilb^isoff was Kray^vsky's son-in-law and editor of the latter's 
paper, the Gdhs. His Life of Catherine the Great is weU known. 

* Disraeli writing to Lady Bradford on 30th October, 1876, says : 
" Schou. called on me with a message of horror and indignation from 
the Emperor of R. about the Gdhs, I said I was under the impression 
that the press was not free in Russia. He assured me that he had been 
libelled himself in the Gdlos, and accused of having sold himself to 
Germany. I remarked that the press was free in England, but that if 
such an article had appeared in a respectable paper against Prince 
Gortff. I would undertake to say I would have made the Editor apolo- 
gise." A footnote adds : " The Gdlos had the effrontery to accuse 
Beaconsfield of having in conjunction with the firm of Erlanger amassed 
a colossal fortune by speculating on the various phases of the Eastern 
Question I Whereas, as Rose, who had been familiar with Beacons-- 
field's pecuniary dealings for thirty years, wrote indignantly to Corry 
on October 25th : ' If ever a man lived who was pure as snow in money 
matters ... it is Lord Beaconsfield, as history will prove.' " In 
spite of aU Schouv^off could do, the Gdlos repeated its scandalous 
(jiarges. Ufe of Benjamin Disraeli, etc., vol. vi. p. 85. 
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I doubt if any advantage would accrue. It would certainly 
be more expensive ; the Zemstvo would levy contributions, 
and that's about aU. And I dare say they would refuse to 
give me a seat on it on account of the Berlin Congress, just 
as they refused Tolst6y in Riaz&n ! " 

" In England and other countries a verdict of acquittal or 
the reverse, in case of libel, generally carries with it public 
opinion. It is not so with us. There is a mad woman, for 
instance, Le6ntieva, who for fifteen years has persecuted me, 
almost daily, on account of a sum of Rs. 136,000, in bills, 
which she says were stolen from her by my agents (of the 
famous Third Section), in Austria, between Lemberg and 
the frontier. She has written a hundred times to the Emperor, 
to the marshals of the noblesse — ^here, there and everywhere — 
to my wife, who probably thought her some mistress whom 
I had not paid ofE ; and to me, personally, almost daily. She 
is certainly a mono-maniac and if I brought the matter before 
a court I should obtain a verdict. But would it be accepted 
by the public ? Not a bit of it I People would say, ' of course 
the Third Section took the money, and, doubtless, Schouv&lofi 
had his share of it ' I " Schouv&lo£E then referred with 
approval to the fact that in England, in spite of the great 
liberty of the press, libels were severdy punished ; whereas 
here, the sole liberty the press enjo}^ is just that of libelling 
private persons I 

To-day being the Count's name-day (the feast of SS. Peter 
and Paul) occasion was taken to consecrate the new house, 
the waUs of which were now rising from the foundations. An 
altar was set in the middle of the building, and the service read 
and sung by a handsome brown-bearded priest, assisted by a 
boy-choir. By permission I photographed the scene. I hope 
no one blamed me for bringing bad luck, but no sooner was the 
house finished than it caught fire and was burnt to the ground. 

A neighbour, a retired ofiicer who lives about 20 v. off, sent 
the Count a KholmogSrie cow as a present (a black and white 
breed introduced originally, I believe, from Denmark or 
England, through Ardiangel) excusing his own absence on 
the score that, yesterday, while bathing in his lake he was 
severely bitten in the leg by a fish, supposed to be a pike 
or a som,^ 

^ Silufus giants, which haunts, especially, deep pools in dark and 
sluggish streams and grows to a gigantic size. Specimens have been 
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12th July. At dinner Schouv&Iof! condemned in the most 
unquaMed way the communal sj^tem of Russia. " Bismarck 
told me that Alexander II. had, indeed, done a great thing in 
emancipating the serfs, but, said he, that Emperor would do 
even more for Russia who should free the peasants from 
communal proprietorship. At present a commune may 
convert into personal property the land belonging to it, 
but a majority of two-thirds is required and there is alwajrs 
a third, consisting of the neediest and most good-for-nothing 
fellows in the village, that has an interest in maintaining the 
present system. By simply reducing the majority to one-half 
much ought be done ; for many a village would at once 
abolish the commune and the ministers know this. But they 
fear the press ; they fear Aks&kofi, who would preach that the 
conunune had existed in Russia time out of mind and that 
Russia's welfare was inseparably liound up with it — he would 
call its enemies Germans, traitors, etc. etc. Another reform 
which, for the same reason, no one dares to introduce, is to 
take away the right of voting from those who do not pay the 
taxes. What can be more unjust than that the good-for- 
nothing fellow who fails to pay taxes and thus throws the 
burden on his neighbours should continue to have a voice in 
the communal decisions and in the distribution of the com- 
munal property ? 

" In Courland there are small proprietors but they hold 
— ^to take Ruhenthal as an example — ^from 30 to 60 dessia- 
tines,^ instead of from one to three or five, as in Russia proper. 
The peasants — ^apart from the farmers — ^have no land of their 
own, but they find plenty of employment ; and, indeed, are 
so much sought after that on the 23rd April, the day of hiring, 
my agent thuiks it important enough to telegraph to me that 
he has obtained the requisite number of hands 1 Every year 
their wages increase and the landowners build houses for them 
and give them little gardens, to induce th^m to stay. I think 
our Govenunent made a very great mistake in adopting the 
principle that the welfare of the people is dependent on the 

caught fourteen feet long weighing as much as 650 lbs. It is sometimes 
called the fresh-water shark, and by its rapacity deserves the name. 
It is a popular belief in Little Russia that the som sucks the milk of 
cows standing in water, a belief on a par with that which gives one 
name to the night jar. 

^ The (f0S5ia<ine» approximately 2.7 acres. 
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ownership of land, and by its measures instilling this idea 
into, or strengthening it in, the minds of the peasants them- 
selves. In Courland you never hear of farmers being sold up — 
cattle, ploughs, poultry, etc. — on account of arrears of taxes ; 
but introduce the Russian S3rstem and distribute the land 
amongst the peasants and in five years that is what you will 
get.i 

" On my wife's property in the Don country (Orl6vka, 
Danfiovka) when the peasants were emancipated they refused 
all work, saying ' we are free,' and for a time did little else 
but drink, so that 30,000 dessiatines of good agricultural land 
went out of cultivation. 

" The Caucasus made a very bad impression on me. It 
is picturesque, wild, beautiful if you like, and no doubt there 
is great mineral wealth ; but no one thinks of utilising it. 
The country brings in nothing and when you remember the 
frightful sacrifices Russia has made to conquer it — ^including 
a thirty years- war — ^you are almost inclined to wish that she 
might retire behind the mountains and forget that the people 
of the Caucasus exist. In Daghestan there is neither soil nor 
trees — nothing but rocks, with here and there a village, 
perched like an eagle's ejnie amongst them. When I went 
through it (with the Emperor Alexander II.) we used to be 
met by the local authorities — a dozen or so — ^behind whom 
stood the whole male population of an aoul (village) — ^perhaps 
twenty men I " * 

^The communal system became permissive by the ukase of 9th 
November, 1906. From this to xst January, 19x4, two and a half 
million peasants applied for individual holdings. 

' The mountaineers must have hidden themselves away on purpose 
for there are many very populous villages in Daghestan. After Count 
Schouv^off's death his widow told me one day, " His letters to me 
from the Caucasus were extremely interesting, so interesting that I have 
considered it my duty to bum them I " The pity of it 1 I could 
have had them while he lived for the asking t 
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CHAPTER IX 

Dmitri Tolst6y — His character and policy — ^My first interview 
with him — His views on Nihilism — on education — and on 
liberalism — Orest Miller and Karamzfn — ^Tolst6y and a 
Russian Constitution — ^An assassination — Second interview 
with Tolst6y — Queen Victoria and the prisoners in the 
fortress — ^Vera Philfpovna — D. To]st6y described — ^Mme. 
Wolkenstein — Submission of Merv — ^Third interview with 
Tolst6y — ^The first Terrorist — ^Palace and prison — Schouv^off 
and Alexander III. — ^A grand-ducal chass^ — " Mervausness " 
—The Sarik-Turkomans— Nicholas II. and Wilhelm II. — 
The Afghan Boundary Conmiission — ^Ameer's ill-will — ^The 
three Emperors meet — ^The hedging Treaty, when signed ? — 
Opinion of Mackenzie Wallace and others — French politics 
at fault — Katk6fi and Schouv^ofi — Clever men tell most 
— " Another soldier for your Majesty I " — ^Pappenheim prin- 
ciples — ^The Russian Index. 

Count Dmitri Tolst6y, of whom we heard a good deal 
in the last chapter, was appointed, after Karakdsoff's 
attempt on the Tsar, in April, 1866, chief procureur of 
the Holy Synod, in succession to Count Golovnin, whose 
liberal tendencies were held to be largely responsible 
for the growth of Nihilism in Russia, just as Tolst6y's 
conservative policy was charged with the same result 
a few years later. Tolst6y was regarded as a champion 
of Orthodoxy and Nationalism, and it was thought that 
by combining in his hands the governance of church and 
of education a stop would be put to the ominous develop- 
ment of revolutionary ideas. He Russianised the Polish 
university of Warsaw, made the classics the basis of 
education in the gymnasia and universities of Russia, 

184 
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and in short stood as the champion of old against new, 
conservatism against liberalism. He endeavoured to 
Russianise the German miiversity of Dorpat, the most 
illustrious in Russia, with partial success, but on recom- 
mending its abolition was met by the Emperor's signifi- 
cant caution : " Are you master or am I ? " ^ He 
became Minister for Home Affairs, as already stated, 
early in 1882. 

It was on the 30th October, 1883, that I had my first 
interview with Tolstdy at the Ministry of the Interior, on 
the Moika. I had applied for it through Schouvdlofi, 
and Tolstdy agreed to receive me on hearing that I knew 
Russian. He spoke fluently and with Uttle interruption 
from me, my mind being largely occupied with the neces- 
sity of remembering all he chose to say, so that I might 
drive home and write it down word for word the moment 
the interview terminated. He spoke Russian only. I 
give those passages that seem still to possess some interest. 
Tolstdy said : " Loris Mdlikofi thought that he had 
destroyed Nihilism and the Nihilist party, but as a 
matter of fact he left them as a legacy to his successors. 
Not long ago the police succeeded in arresting Vera 
Fhilipovna (Figner), who had contrived to elude their 
grasp for two whole years. She was the actual head 
of the Nihilist Executive Committee, and is a woman 
of extraordinary endowments ^d enthusiasm. I visited 
her yesterday in the fortress of SS. Peter and Paul, 
where she is lodged, and I have just been reading her 
confession. She acknowledges everj^thing, and in the 
com^e of two weeks penned this document, which is at 
once a confession and a Profession of Faith ; it occupies 
a whole volume in MS., and is so well written — ^though, 
of course, from her own particular point of view — ^that 
I am very sure there is no official in my ministry who 
could write as well. You have heard, no doubt, various 

1 DisHnguished Persons in Russian Sooiify, Smith, Elder A Co., 1873, 
p. 267 seq, » 
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reports, mostly exaggerated about the propaganda in 
the army. Vera Philipovna did, in fact (finding that the 
people could not be worked upon — the peasants have in 
several instances taken the propagandists and handed 
them over, bound, to the authorities), conceive the design 
of preparing a military insurrection ; and, choosing the 
r^gim^its stationed in the south of Russia, contrived 
by the charm of her phjrsical and intellectual endowments, 
and aided by another woman, to win over many officers, 
chiefly in the Mingrelian regiment stationed at Tiflis. 
The number of officers arrested up to now amounts to 
forty (this, of course, has been multipUed many times 
by report). They belong exclusively to the dass we call, 
satirically. Bourbons, who are little better than moujiks 
in education and knowledge. They are all ' army ' 
officers (that is, belonging to line raiments). It is abso- 
lutely tmtrue that any single guard officer has been 
arrested for Nihilism. . . ." 

" Nihilism is a disease. It is the moral cancer of our 
time. You can no more stamp it out or abolish it than 
the Hebrew leprosy, but the one and the other may be 
reduced to comparative harmlessness. Granted that the 
ulterior object is pohtical, the means they employ are 
those of highwasmien. . . ." 

" As to the universities, the whole of this education 
question is not one between classical schools and modem, 
between Greek or Latin and technics : it is a battle 
between industry and idleness, seriousness and frivoUty ; 
and, unforttmately, our history has been such that 
numbers are on the side of frivoHty. To take an historical 
retrospect. Peter the Great introduced foreign manners, 
customs, habits, etc., but the spirit was wanting. He 
could clothe men — that was the tailors' job ; cut ofi 
their beards — ^by help of the barbers; but the men 
remained what they were before, what history (the 
result largely of race, climate and soil) had made them. 
Look at the Academy of Sciences, our ' French Academy.' 
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Peter founded it in the last year of his reign (1725). . . . 
He undertook to establish an Academy of Sciences when 
there was not one elementary school in the country I 
The men of learning were non-existent; he sent for 
half-a-dozen from Germany. But what was the good of 
men of learning without disciples ? teachers without 
pupils, professors without students? So students were 
sent for too 1 Then there must be an university, and 
an ukase ordered twenty ' candidates ' of the Pre- 
obraj^nsky regiment to constitute it I Of coiurse it was 
a perfect sham I From that time to the present day 
parents have been accustomed to look upon education 
as nothing more than a means to get boys into the service 
of the State, civil or miUtary, as soon as possible. And 
the less they have to learn the better they like it I If 
it were proposed to teach Chinese one hour a week they 
would be delighted, and would be all for Chinese learning. 
I once asked the late Emperor if he wished to do some- 
thing that would earn him the gratitude of every mamma 
and papa in Russia. He jiunped at the suggestion. 
' But how ? ' ' Let examinations in future be confined 
to reading, writing and the four rules of arithmetic I ' 
The main reform in the new Code, as you know, is in 
r^ard to examinations. There are two kinds of univer- 
sity, those which, as in Germany, are independent of the 
State, and those which are not. Ours are founded and 
supported by the State, yet the State has httle or nothing 
to say as to the management, but is reduced to the 
position of nourishing institutions only fertile in opposi- 
tion to itself. Why should the university have the right 
of giving entry into the public service ? I say : Let 
the State itself examine into the fitness of those who wish 
to serve it. Those who cry out against the meastve, 
the mammas and papas of whom I spoke, and the pro- 
fessors who are interested in maintaining an autonomy, 
call this a retrograde measure, an anti-Hberal one. My 
definition of liberalism and the only one I admit is that 
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which is for the common benefit. This is in the best sense 
a Hberal measure ; it gives full liberty of teaching. A 
boy may learn how he likes and what he likes. But if 
he wants to enter the public service he must show the 
State that he is fit for it. The universities can continue 
to give diplomas of honour, but they will no longer control 
the entry into the public service. I know that people 
say that Nihilists are produced by the difficulty of the 
courses ; but you cannot ensure that every boy will 
succeed, and this did not produce Nihilism before. My 
own son is twenty-one. I might have sent him from 
school straight into the army, and he might have been 
a flUgelHidjutani already, but I preferred to send him 
to the univer^ty, where he now is, in the second course. 

" Under the old system professors themselves examine 
those they teach ; ' hand washes hand,' as we say in 
Russia. Moreover, they elect their own colleagues, and 
many of the best are kept out. Liberalism in Russia 
means independence of the Government. Anything will 
serve, however manifestly bad, provided that the State 
has nothing to do with it I Orist Miller, lecturing, 
declares that Karamzin (the historian) was a podlils 
(scoundrel), he whom we had all been taught to venerate.^ 

"At Kazto they give degrees in law, though there 
are no professors of criminal or any other jurisprudence ! 

" Professors teach just what they like, and you cannot 
be taught what you want to learn unless it happens to 
suit your professor. When the State undertakes the 



^ Or6st Miller, b. 1833, an Esthoman German, was baptised into the 
Orthodox Faith by Plat6n (see p. 84) at the age of fifteen. He became 
celebrated as a lecturer on history and as a Slavophil, opposed to 
Katk6ff. He wrote and lectured much, but his claim to remembrance 
rests on his unbounded charity (Corito^), above all to the students of 
St. Petersburg University whose Benevolent Society he founded. Aa 
an expounder of folk-lore and folk-songs he was led far astray by the 
mythological school, but his name will endure as that of one " who loved 
his fellow-men," who, to the day of his death (in 1889), Uved up to the 
motto he had chosen : " Better help ten who deserve it not than 
neglecting one case of real distress." 
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examinations the force of public opinion will compel 
the teaching of what the State examiners demand." 

The last subject to which I referred was the rumour 
as to the granting of a Constitution current in the European 
press at the time. The count said it was entirely imagi- 
nary, mere rubbish {vzdor). " The Emperor never en- 
trusted me with anything of the sort, and if he had I 
should have refused to undertake it, because, in the present 
condition of Russia, a constitutional rSgime is simply 
out of the question. What do our Kirghiz, Bashkirs, 
Kalmuks, etc., know about constitutions ? " And, he 
might have added, what the Russian peasantry ? 

In the last week of 1883 Colonel Soud^ikin, acting 
chief of the Secret Police, was barbarously murdered 
in St. Petersburg, being first shot in the bade, and then 
battered to death with crowbars by Deg&yefi and other 
Nihilists. Deg&yefi had turned informer, and had be- 
trayed several of his fellow conspirators, notably Vera 
Philipovna, who had taken part in the assassination 
of Prince Krop6tkin in Kharkofi. He now, probably 
under compulsion, betrayed Soud6ikin, who had latterly 
trusted him implicitly. The murder created a sensation 
throughout Europe ; but the police, and notably Plehve, 
afterwards so well known,^ were very reticent about it, 
and finding it difficult to get any authentic details I 
applied to Count Tolst6y for another interview, which 
he at once granted me (5th January, 1884). He gave me 
the fullest possible description of the whole aSair, and 
this was printed in the Standard (nth January). At 
Tolst6y's request I spoke of him only as " an official of 
the first rank," and I omitted for obvious reasons to 

^Plehve now became Director of the Department of State Police 
(Ministry of the Interior) ; next, Assistant Minister of the Interior 
(or Home Afiairs), and finally Minister. He was blown to pieces by a 
bomb on 28th Jnly, 1904, in the streets of St. Petersburg. He was 
Tolsidy's choice, a man after his own heart, who by his reactionary 
policy and ruthless measures did mors than anyone else to drive 
liberal Russia to revolt. 
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say that I had mentioned in the course of conversation 
certain letters that had appeared in the Nihilist press 
maldng grave allegations as to the treatment of prisoners 
in the fortress of St. Petersburg, adding that I personally 
knew that they had made an impression in the highest 
spheres abroad. (The Queen, for instance, had written 
privately to Sir Edward Thornton about them, and he 
had asked me to help him, as I did on this and another 
very dehcate occasion, in obtaining the information 
her Majesty desired.) Tolst6y said : " Of course they are 
all Ues ; some one is now engaged in refuting them. 
The prisoners are only too well cared for, as I myself 
witnessed ; so well that I should not mind being there 
myself. Thus Vera Philipovna amuses herself writing 
verses, though, naturally, she is not allowed to send away 
anjrthing tmopened. I obtained permission for jrour 
cotmtryman, Lansdell,^ to visit the fortress, you remem- 
ber ? " " Yes, your Excellency ; could you not do as 
much for me ? " " Not just now (smiling) ; but I will 
before long." 

This I knew to be humbug, because the NihiUsts were 
about to be transferred to the fortress at Schlusselbuig ; 
but it would not do to say so. I had to think of the 
Standard sometimes I 

I also refrained from publishing the following brief sketch 
of the redoubted minister which I wrote at the time : 

" Tolst6y is a quiet little man, middle-aged, with colourless, 
parchment face, like so many Russians, the result, largely, of 
living always in hot, dry rooms. He wears a small moustache, 
no beard or whiskers ; he has brown hair turning grey and 
good-humoured eyes. He was dressed in an old brown jacket. 
He moves slowly, without any sign either of uneasiness or of 
vivacity. He is very courteous, and his courtesy is of a 
genuine kind, not like the suave exquisite polish of so many 
Russian officials, barely disguising thek wishing you to the 
devil." ^ 

^ The Rev. Henry Lanadell, anthor of Chinese Central Asia, Russian 
Central Asia, etc., etc. 
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I asked : " Is it true that they left a letter saying that 
your Excellency and General Gresser^ (Prefect of St. 
Petersburg) would be the next 'victims ? " " No, there 
was no letter, but they sent a short proclamation by post 
to me and to some others. I will shew it you." He got 
up, took an envelope from a drawer, and handed it to me. 
It was addressed in a scrawling hand to His Excellency 
the Minister of the Interior, and contained, wrapped in a 
piece of blank paper, a half-sheet with the following poorly 
printed in the nuddle of it : " To-day were executed by 
order of the agents of the Executive Committee of the 
Narddnaya Vdlya, Lieut.-Col. Souddikin, chief of detective 
pohce and the detective who accompanied him. St. 
Petersburg, i6 Dec. 83." In handing it to me the count 
said : " You had better be careful ; it may be poisoned ; 
these feUows are capable of anything. My people tell me 
that I must be cautious." I smiled, read tiie document, 
and, putting it back into the envelope, returned it to 
Tolstdy, who put it again in the case. He then took out 
a photograph and handed it to me, saying : '* That is 
D^^yeff , and ten thousand copies of it have been distri- 
buted over Russia. You see, it is a very ordinary face ; 
he looks like some petty shopkeeper, and there is nothing 
about him to indicate the traitor and assassin." " No, 
indeed, but as he is known so well, surely he will be 
caught ? " "I don't know ; I cgnfess I should be glad 
of it, but they are very clever at disguising themselves, 
and doubtless by this time he has cut ofiE his beard and 
mustachios and altered his coiffure, so that he may not 
be recognised. What makes us indignant is the barbarous 
way in which they murdered Souddikin ; reaUy, mere 
hanging seems too good for them. Think how Soud6ikin 

^ The famous Russian clown, ]>&roff, " scored " delightfully off 
Greaser at about this time. He brought into the arena, at the fashion- 
able " Circus " one night, two trained pigs, one small, one big, and 
introduced them to the public with the words : " Dies ist ein khitus 
Schwein — das ist Grdsser I ** The audience sat convulsed ; soon all 
St Petersburg was laughing. Poor Diiroff was exiled and ruined. 
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suffered, and his nephew much more ; whereas the utmost 
these murderers have to fear is being hanged, having their 
breath cut short." (With an explanatory grasp at his 
throat.) " No, there are no traces of them yet ; the other 
four were probably called to St. Petersburg especially for 
the murder, from Kiefi or Kharkoff." *' I could not help 
thinking, when in the streets looking at the funeral pro- 
cession, that they were perhaps there ; and I looked into 
the faces of many men, scrutinising them." " Yes, it is 
very likely indeed. It is said, from psychical observation, 
that the murderer cannot help coming to the funeral of 
his victim. There is some extraordinary attraction, or, 
rather, fascination. 

" I am awar^ that they wish to kill me too ; but then I 
am a fatalist. I take no precaution myseHi, though, of 
course, my people do, such for instance as letting no one 
in unless known, and sending some one behind me with 
a revolver when I go out. My theory is that if a man is 
determined to kill you at the sacrifice of his own life he 
can do so, and no precautions will avail, though it^is not, 
therefore, necessary to neglect them. Soud^ikin Wc^ed 
me repeatedly, lately, telling me, even, that it mi^Vt 
happen at my weekly receptions ; and on the very day 
of his death he expressed to others the greatest anxiety 
on my behalf." " But even if you are shot at, Excellency, 
you need not be killed ; these people generally miss ; look 
at the case of Mlad^tsky, of Solovi^ff, and of many others ! " 
" Yes, quite so, and up to the present I have the feeUi^ 
that if I am fired at the bullet will miss." ^ " Will the 
Emperor still come to town ? " " Certainly, at the end 
of this week." " Will Vera Philipovna and the officers 
and others be tried ? " " Yes, but it is a complicated 
affair. Take this woman Wolkenstein, for instance ; we 
cannot try her for her intentions, though there can be 
no doubt as to their nature. She came back and told the 
Nihilists that she was ready to undertake any terrorist 

^ Tolst6y died a natural death. 
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work they liked. This we learnt from Deg&yeff. She is 
a very nice-looking woman of twenty-five years of age, 
so was only twenty-one when Krop6tkin (governor of 
KharkofE) was murdered. She harboured the murderers, 
and, afterwards, escaped abroad. She came back this 
time from £. Roumelia. When arrested she was examined 
by Gresser, and I stayed in the room as if a casual visitor, 
she not knowing me. She tried to brave it out at first ; 
stated that she was a Bulgarian, and had learnt Russian 
so well by living in a Russian family there. Asked to give 

their name she gave one, and said they had estates in . 

We telegraphed at once, and foimd that no such people 
or place existed. When two sisters-in-law identified her 
she still denied it ; then we brought up her husband, a 
doctor, from Kharkoff , and, bringing them suddenly face 
to face, this woman, who knew that recognition would be 
fatal to her, could not resist the natural impulse, but threw 
herself into his arms, oying : ' Ah I S^henka, how is 
Kola (her baby) ? ' then saw that she had betrayed herself 
and was furious. She will be tried for the Krop6tkin 
affair : the proofs are all ready. She is of much the same 
type as Vera Philipovna, yoimg, pretty, clever, gay — 
neatly dressed in black with a little white ruche round her 
neck." " Can nothing be done against Lavr6ff in Paris ? " 
** Nothing ; the proofs are wanting, and, besides, the 
French Government would not give him up, nor would 
England. Indeed, nothing can be done against these 
people imtil England makes a (European) convention 
against them." "^ 

The year (1884) began well for Russia with an event 
of no little importance — ^the unconditional submission 
of Merv. An expedition had been sent out from Askhabad 
in December, 1883, ostensibly to protect the Persians 
against the depredations of the Merv Tekkes. Major 
Alikh&noff, an Avar of Daghestan, pushed on to Merv 
with twenty-five Cossacks, bearing an official letter to 
one of the Khans. On the 3rd January the Khans of 

B.R. N 
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the four tribes arrived in Askhabad and swore alliance 
to the Tsar in the presence of General Komar6£E ; but 
the news was only made known in the middle of February. 
It would have been well, indeed, had England accepted 
this natural and inevitable result of Sk6belefi's victory 
with cahnness and dignity instead of making it the text 
for exasperating and quite useless recriminations, which 
only encouraged Russia to accelerate her onward move- 
ment towards Afghanistan. 

I had another interview with Count Tolst6y at the 
Ministry of the Interior on I2th February on the occasion 
of the Titnes publishing a Nihilist communication in 
favour of Nech&yefi, a prisoner in the fortress, and a 
leading article on it. 

He said, amongst other things : " I cannot understand 
a Conservative organ making itself the mouthpiece of 
the Nihilists. The Conservative party, it is true, has 
alwaj^ been hostile to Russia and the Liberal inclined 
towards us. Pitt was against us and Fox for us. It 
is an historical phenomenon {istoricheskoe yavUnie) ; but 
that a great Conservative [sic\ paper should publi^ such 
infamous falsehoods is a Uttle too much. 

" When the great powers agree to give up these political 
murderers we shall have some chance of coping with them, 
but at present each government wages warfare single- 
handed, whilst the enemy is banded together. Austria 
is very much inclined to such a measure and Germany 
too, but they wait for England to take the initiative. 
Of course England need not give up a man who has merely 
written something against the Government, but only 
one who has actually committed a murder, though with 
a so-called pohtical motive. If the Great Powers agree 
it will be easy enough to coerce that miserable little 
Switzerland, where at present you can see the murderer 
of General M6zentzef! living quietly with a Jewish woman, 
who passes for his wife but in fact is only his mistress. 
At the worst one could send a company of soldiers there !" 
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" Did you read what was said of Nech&yeff ? " " Yes, 
monstrous I He was the man who incited the student 
riots here in 1876. What really did happen was that 
when Potipofi (and this Schouv&lo£E can tell you) was 
appointed chief of gendarmerie he went to the fortress 
and inspected the prisoners in the Alexeye£E Ravelin. 
When he entered Nechdyeff's cell the latter, who was a 
perfect scoundrel, suddenly, without any provocation, 
boxed PotipofE's ears.^ You may fancy the effect on 
the police authorities present ! He was immediately 
put in irons, but Pot&poff ordered them to be taken off, 
saying that he considered it a punishment from God 
and wished no vengeance taken on the man. I went to 
see Nechiyeff one and a half years ago, but did not 
enter the cell lest he should spit at me. He could be 
held, of course, but not muzded. However, I looked 
through the Uttle hole in the door — a square — ^and observed 
him at my leisure. He was a little fellow, very dark, and 
ramped up and down the cell not like a man, but like a 
tiger in a cage. He died in the fortress. He had bought 
some of the soldiers of the guard, and through them 
(poor devils, they have been sent to Siberia for it) com- 
municated with his friends outside ; and so well-informed 
was he that he heard of the Emper{>r's assassination 
an hour after its occurrence." 

" Is it true that he actually planned the assassination?" 
" It is very possible ; he was an awful scoundrel 
{merzdvets) ! " » 

iThe Nihilists said ti&at Pot&poff urged Nech&yefi to betray his 
party. 

'Nech&yeff was the first of the Russian revolutionaries to preach 
and to practise Terrorism pure and simple^ void of all scruple, the 
end — destruction of the existing order — ^justifying all means however 
horrible. The models he held up were Macchiavelli in politics, the Jesuits 
in morals, his formula being " pour le corps la violence ; pour Vdme Is 
mensangs." He shocked even his fellow assassins by his extreme views 
and alienated the majority of them by the murder of a comrade, Iv^ofiE ; 
so that when in 1873 Switzerland extradited him, he had already 
for some time been living in isolation. When, however, the assassination 
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" Are the prisoners from the St. Petersburg fortress 
going to be moved to Schliisselburg ? " " Yes, as soon as 
it is ready for them. Room has been prepared for fifty./ 
There are only ten in the Alexeyeff Ravelin [which had 
a very sinister reputation] — all people who have been 
condmned to death and let o£E with life imprisonment. 
I shall go up and inspect the place myself. The Emperor 
does not like their being here, so near the tomb of his 
father, and indeed it is somewhat incongruous." " Yes, 
it reminds me of Venice, the palace and the prison on 
each hand." " I remember ; and the ponte dei sospiri 
between:' " When will the trial come off ? " " Not 
for some time ; there will be Vera Philipovna and a dozen 
more ; probably in May." 

He talked of Schouv&loS, and said what a pity it was 
that he would take no part in affairs. The Emperor, 
through him, Tolst6y, had offered Schouv&lofi the presi- 
dency of the Department of Laws in the Council of State, 
but he had refused it. " Did he not preside over it 
ad interim two years ago ? " " Yes, but his Majesty 
would not then confirm him. Now he won't take it." 
Note that Alexander III., the patriot Tsar, made this 
offer to a man the chauvinist press branded as a 
" traitor to his country ! " 

On 28th March I went shooting with Schouv&loff, the 
other guests being P61ovtsefi (who was soon to be 
the richest man in Russia, inheriting through his wife 
the Stieglitz millions,^ and the Emperor's brothers, 

of the Tsar was in preparation (1881) so important to the party had 
he become even in prison that Jeli&boff was in doubt whether 
priority should not be given to an attempt to rescue him and only 
decided the point negatively at Nech&yeff's own demand. Under the 
name of Verkhovenski Nech&yefE figures as the hero of Dostoy^vsky's 
novel BySsi (Les Po6s6d6s). See an article in the Mcrcwe de France 
for Jan. 1920 by J. W. Bienstock. 

> Stieglitz was a banker ennobled as Baron by Nicholas I. in 1826, 
He was married, but had no children. One morning a fine girl-baby 
was left on his doorstep. He adopted the child and made her his 
heiress. She married P61ovtBeff. 
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Vladimir and Alexis. I was introduced to them, of course, 
and talked a good deal with the latter, but grand-ducal 
conversation is not often interesting. 

It took seven horses and as many men to bring our 
breakfast or luncheon from St. Petersburg and prepare 
it in a gamekeeper's lodge — turtle soup, sterlet in aspic, 
fresh lobsters from Heaven knows where, etc., etc., and 
champagne in floods. When Schouv&lo£E and I went 
alone a bottle of claret or madeira and some sandwiches 
sufficed ; we preferred it ; but the Grand-dukes expected 
this sort of thing, and as the elk we were after got away, 
it was well they had something to please them. Schou- 
v&loff mentioned my photographing a bear, and Alexis 
begged me to get him a camera which he could use with- 
out any learning — a very grand-ducal request, with a 
happy prevision of " touch the button and we do the rest " 
in it. 

In March, already, trading caravans left Merv i|i alf\ 
security for Khiva, Bokhara and Meshed. A Russian 
caravan at the same time left Askhabad for Bokhara. 
The reign of the robbers that had lasted for centuries 
was at last over — thanks to Russia. But England grew 
more and more nervous or Mervous, as the Duke of 
Argyle wittily said. Early in May, Lord Granville, in 
the House of Lords, had to answer enquiries regarding 
Sarakhs, and the Journal de St. P&ersbourg thereupon 
gave the following explanation of the misunderstanding 
that had arisen : 

" The name Sarakhs is applied as a matter of fact to two 
places quite distinct the one from the other. There is a new 
Sarakhs situated on the left bank of the Tejend, and occupied 
by a Persian battalion ; and on the right bank there is a 
mound called Old Sarakhs. The latter is completely deserted ; 
the Merv Turkomans used sometimes to take up their quarters 
there in course of their expeditions to Persia, but they were 
never established there." 

I added that the most recent Russian map of Central 
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Asia carried the Russian frontier from this point south- 
wards to within forty versts of Herat, and continued : 
" In any case it is absurd to suppose that, once having 
occupied Merv, Russia can stop short of some natural 
boundary. It is easy to rule a straight line on the map 
between, let us say, Sarakhs and Khoja-Saleh, but the 
country through which it passes being for the most part 
a barren steppe inhabited by nomad tribes, it cannot 
possibly determine the ultimate limit of Russian exten- 
sion towards Afghanistan, nor is there any reason to believe 
that the Russian Government intends for a moment to 
lower itself to such a transparent deception." 

This was not, unfortunately, the view either of the 
paper I represented or of the British Government. Prince 
Donduk6f!-Korsdkof! was at this moment on his way 
to Merv, which he reached on the 14th May. I had 
already stated on good authority that the submission 
of the Merv Tekkes had been followed by that of other 
Turkoman tribes. The accuracy of thi$ information was 
very roughly denied by the semi-official Journal de St. 
PAersbourg, which went so far as to say that it was '' tout 
simplement fausse.*' Yet on the i8th May I was able to 
quote a letter from Askhabad in the Tiflis paper, Kavkdz, 
as follows : 

" Respect for the power of Russia is very high in the 
southern half of Central Asia. From all sides deputations 
from the unorganised semi-nomadic tribes pour into Askhabad 
with offers of submission. Of these, the one which attracts 
most attention is a deputation from the Sarik Turkomans, the 
next neighbours to Merv, who live on the Youlatan oasis near 
the Afghan frontier.^ This deputation arrived on the Saturday 
in Passion Week, and awaited the coming of the Prince- 
Governor, who, be it observed, is also Commander-in-Chief 
in the Trans-Caspian district. The submission of the Sariks to 

^The Official M$sssnger of 14th July, 1884, stated in reply to the 
Moscow GcuutU that the SariloB who had become Rossiaii subjects 
inhabited the Youlatan oasis, " the southern limit of which is 100 versts 
from the Afghan frontier and 270 versts from Herat." There were 
other Sariks at Penjdeh. 
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Russia, is, of course, the direct result of that of Merv, and is 
important to us, because part of them were always at strife 
with the Mervians, and because the very fact of their sub- 
mission brings us up to the organised State of the Afghans, 
with whom we can confidently negotiate." 

That same day the Tsar^vich, afterwards Nicholas II., 
came of age, that is to say, he attained the sixteenth 
anniversary of his birth, and the Crown Prince William, 
afterwards German Emperor, came to St. Petersburg in 
honour of the occasion. Who could foresee the tragic 
figures they would become I The central feature of the 
ceremonial was the oath of allegiance sworn by the heir- 
to-the-throne to his father. It was a touching as well 
as a very brilliant scene, and when the Empress Marie 
kissed her son there were few dry-eyed amongst those 
present. 

I sent, of course, a full description of all this and of 
the great popular f6te on the Champ de Mars, and the 
Standard in a leader next day, after referring to the 
coming of age, went on to deal with the situation in 
Central Asia as revealed by my telegram, the article 
concluding with the words : 

"The recent conquest of the Tsar unquestionably places 
him on the threshold of Herat and confronts him with an 
abiding temptation to transgress the dividing line. It is for 
English statesmen to see that timely steps be taken to bring 
the defensive resources of British India within easy reach of 

the part where danger lies." 

■ 

Now, unfortunately, the " dividing line " was one of the 
vaguest description, and in order to determine it, Russia, 
at England's urging, consented to the appointment 
of a Joint Boundary ' Conunission, the result being a 
tragi-comic interlude which in less than a year brought 
the two countries to the very verge of war. 

On June 20th intimation was sent to the Ameer that 
the Conamission was to be appointed. On July 7th the 
English papers learnt that the appointments on both 
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sides had been made, and that Abdur-rahman deigned to 
look upon the Commission most favourably. This turned 
out to be the very opposite of the truth. The AmeM* 
proved openly hostile ; he put every possible difliculty 
in the way ; he refused to guarantee the safety of the 
British members of the Commission; and the Indian 
Government had to submit to the humiliation of choosing 
a line of march that carefully avoided, until it reached 
the Helmund, the territory of the Prince whose country 
we had undertaken to defend and for whose benefit, 
ostensibly, we were now entering upon the arduous and 
costly task of delimitating his north-western frontier! 
In Russia, meantime, there was considerable criticism 
directed against the home government for its too great 
comphance with English demands. Thus the N&voe 
Vrdmya of September 3rd, in an article on the Afghan 
Frontier Commission, professed inability to imderstand 
why England was allowed to interfere in the matter at 
all I Russia and Afghanistan were neighbours and 
independent States ; they should be competent to settle 
their common boundary themselves. It was too late 
now, indeed, to object, as the Commission was about to 
start ; yet it was not only legitimate but necessary to 
protect Russia against the evils that might arise from the 
bad precedent thus created. 

Warned and inspired by the chauvinist party, whose 
feelings were thus voiced in the Ndvoe VrAnya, the 
Russian Government, or, at least, the Russian military 
authorities, delayed sending their Commission to meet 
ours during seveml months ; and, meantime, the situation, 
locally, grew more and more favourable to Russia, the 
danger of armed collision between Russian and Afghan 
ever greater. 
"^ On September 15th took place at Skiemievice the 
meeting of the three Emperors, at which they ratified 
the formal document signed at Berlin on the 21st March. 
Thus without any modification of the Triple Alliance 
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which was directed against Russia, the old Three Empires 
League which included Russia was revived. Germany 
and Austria were now doubly protected ; France, on the 
other hand, completely isolated. It was stated that the 
foundation of this agreement was laid when de Giers 
told Bismarck that Russia abandoned all opposition to 
the permanent occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
by Austria. Good authorities have thought that the 
secret, "re-insurance," Treaty between Germany and 
Russia, the existence of which was first alluded to in 
Bismarck's organ, the Hamburger Nachrichten, October 
24, 1896, was concluded at the same tune ; but we now 
know that it was not so.^ 

It should not be forgotten that the rapprochement 
between Russia and the German allies was made possible 
solely by the chaotic state of party politics in France 
and the utter discredit with which the Republic was 
threatened by the scandalous scenes at the Versailles 
Congress (4th August).* Yet, all the while, the instinct 

^ The late Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace wrote to me on the loth 
August, 19x5 : " Not long ago I questioned Steed [acting Berlin 
correspondent of the Timss in 1896] as to the precise date of this 
treaty, and he replied ' I have always been under the impression 
that it was concluded in 1884 and lasted till 1890, when, after Bismarck's 
fall, Caprivi and the Emperor refused to renew it. The refusal was 
explained by Marschall von Biberstein in the Reichstag on i6th Nov. 
1896 by saying : In our treaty of 1879 with Austria we are pledged 
to assist the Monarchy with our whole armed strength if it is attacked 
by Russia. . . . But if the revelations are accurate, the Re-insuranoe 
Treaty with Russia might have brought us into the position of being 
asked for benevolent neutrality by the one party and for support with 
our whole armed strength by the other.' 

" Now, to return to the date of the Treaty : Saunders in his Last 
of the Huns, p. 63, sa3rs it was concluded in 1887, but when I questioned 
kim on this point he could not give me saHsfadory proof. My present 
opinion is that it was signed at Shiemieuice during the meeting of the 
Three Emperors in September 1884, and that it was renewed in 1887 for 
three years, at the expiry of which, Caprivi and the Emperor M^liam II. 
refused to renew it again." But see p. 300. 

* Tumultuous scenes took place at this French Constitution Revision 
Congress on the above date, a full account of which will be found in 
the Times of the following day. De Blowitx wrote : " On entering 
the hall I found a collection of explosives and madmen .... A foreigner 
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of self-preservation in France and Russia was slowly 
but surely tending to bring about first an understanding 
and eventually an alliance, in spite of republican follies, 
in spite of Bismarck's cleverness in exploiting them, in 
spite of English hostility, and of the natural antipathy 
between an unlimited autocracy and a liberalism that 
went the length of openly championing anarchists and 
regicides. 

On December 24th, Katk6f! called on Schouv&lo£E. He 
complained that Drenteln, then Governor-General of 
Kiefi, took the part of the students and intrigued against 
the Rector. D. Tolst6y and Deliinofi (Minister of Public 
Instruction) tried to get him reprimanded or even turned 
out, but the Emperor decided against them. I could 
not but admire the way in which the Tsar took his own 
line and held to it, quite irrespective of Liberal, Con- 
servative or Slavophil influences and clamour. It is 
worth noting that Katk6fE, though Schouv&lof! was out 
of office and in disgrace with the Moscow party especially, 
took the pains to call upon him and tell him his troubles ! 

I lent Schouv&lofi the late Posldnie^ (Message) to 
read, telling him that it compared the Stundists to the 
Nihilists. "Stuff and rubbish," said he; "they are 
rather our Radstockists." 

About this time I went out shooting several times with 
Schouv&lofi, mostly to V^emiaki. On English Christmas 
Day (1884) the party consisted of the old Grand-duke 
Michael, General von Schweinitz, P61ovtseS, Pappenheim, 
A. A. B6brinsky and wife (P61ovtsefi's daughter) and 
myself. Conversation is, naturally, for the most part 
constrained when royalties are present. However, 
Schouv&loff being host we were never dull long. On 
this occasion we had lunch in the shooting-lodge. In the 

might have thought the men before him were lunatics at play." It is 
not irrelevant to recall that on that very day England aecured her 
liberty of action in Egypt. 

1 Pobyedontetseff's ? I have lost the lefezence. 
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course of conversation Lord Dufierin was referred to. 
He used to act in charades at the Embassy and, as some 
one now recalled, was much laughed at for doing so. 
Schouv&lofi turned to von Schweinitz, not without a 
spice of malice, and asked him if it were true, " as Lord 
Dufierin told me," that his Excellency, as doyen of the 
diplomatic corps, had remonstrated with him for acting 
a pig in a charade, sajdng that an ambassador could not 
do such things ; whereupon Lord Dufierin had answered : 
" Perhaps every ambassador cannot, but an English 
gentleman can I " 

Von Schweinitz was very much put out by this story 
and, turning purple in the face, denied it vehemently, 
spluttering out : ** If he had say so I would have kick 
him in ze stomach ! " He failed to turn up at our shoot- 
ing parties for some time, being, it was said, much ofiended. 
The loss was not very great. He cannot have been stupid 
or Bismarck would not have employed him ; but in the 
five years during which I met him at these shooting 
parties I seldom, indeed, heard him make any remark 
of the slightest interest.^ He usually confined himself to 
" Yes " and " No," the former predominating, to remarks 
about the weather, etc. He was always polite, but never 
cordial; who could be, with such reticence, the most 
unamiable of qualities ? In his case it was due no doubt 
to excessive caution, the refuge of diplomatists who are 
not particularly clever ; and then it must be remembered 
that he served a hard master. In my experience as a 
correspondent I found it the rule that the cleverer the 
man the more he told me. 

The most unprofitable, perhaps, were those who 
combined good-nature with lack of real ability and 
self-confidence. They were always wanting to do you a 
kindness, but seldom did it because they feared the conse- 
quences. It was curious to watch the confiicting emotions 
that distm-bed them when one asked a favour, the 

^ The one exception is given on p. 392. 
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revelation of some secret — de polichineUe often enough. 
The gravity and alarm that passed over their faces as 
they put themselves at once on the defensive ; the fleeting 
wish to comply, the fear of results, the distress at having 
to refuse, the anger — ^half with you, half themselves — 
at the predicament they were in; then the apologetic 
humiUty as — ^the point being lost — you changed the 
subject or took your leave I Or they told you something 
really important, but under promise of secrecy "for a 
day or two," and before your lips were unsealed the news 
came out through your rivals 1 

Now I^rd Du£Eerin and Sir Robert Morier knew what 
to say and what to keep back. They had no fear, because 
they were self-reUant men, secure in the possession of a 
power to gauge honesty and good sense in others. Where- 
fore they helped you freely when they could; and 
their conversation never lacked interest. I speak of 
General von Schweinitz as I usually met him, in the 
society of Russians of rank and fellow-diplomatists. At 
home, in his family circle, he was the most amiable of 
men ; his agreeable American wife, many years his 
junior, presented him annually with a bouncing boy 
baby, and on each successive occasion the proud father 
would telegraph to his Imperial master: "Another 
soldier for Your Majesty I " ^ He was a good sportsman, 
too, in the stiK German fashion, a fair shot and not 
jealous. 

Coimt Max von Pappenheim was head of that famous 
family, and a nephew by marriage of Schouv&lofi's. He 
was passing the winter in St. Petersburg, and afforded 
no little entertainment to Court and diplomatic society 
owing to the extravagance of his social pretensions, 
coupled with a good deal of innocent simplicity. The 
Grand-duke drew him out at dinner about the many 
uniforms he carried about with him, the Pappenheim 
house-imiform — ^whatever that may be — and Heaven 

^ Where are they all now, I wander, those flaxen-haired boys? 



RUSSIA IN THE 'EI6BTIES' 205 

knows what besides. He was a member of the Upper 
House in Bavaria. " Do you speak there ? " asked the 
Grand-duke. " No, oh no, I prefer to keep silent." 
" You do very wisely," at which Max bowed, thinking 
it a great compliment. The night of his arrival he sat 
next to von Schweinitz at dinner — at the Bavarian legation 
— ^and launched out violently against the Prussians 1 

He came to Russia in search of a rich wife, " not for 
myself but for the sake of my family, you know." Indeed, 
the sacrifice involved in marrying " beneath " him, he 
being a " mediatised " Count — ^it reminds one of what 
made the Cheshire cat grin — was to him a very real one, 
involving demission from headship of the family.^ One 
night Peter, Paul, he and I were left at V&rtemiaki, 
and we sat dining and drinking. Max, it appeared, 
had almost quarrelled with his cousin, Count A. A. 
B6brinsky, for advocating " socialistic principles " as he 
called them, really a very mild UberaUsm. Of himself 
he said : " I am an aristocrat of aristocrats and willing 
to shed my last drop of blood for aristocracy ! " — ^rising 
— " I drink to aristocracy I " To the dismay of Count 
Paul, having emptied his glass — Bohemian, of some value 
— ^he dashed it on the floor. " Hi ! what are you doing 
with my glasses ? " Hereupon ensued an amusing scene. 
Count Peter wickedly drawing him on till he became 
furious, crying : '* You talk about glasses when I talk 
about principles I What do I care for glasses ? " (smash 
goes another I) " But the glasses are ours ! " " You 
talk about glasses I (smash !) I will break a hundred 
glasses ! (smash I) When I talk about principles I don't 
care how many glasses I break I " " But I do ! " " Yes, 
that's Russian ! — thinking about glasses . . . no," glaring 
at me ; " it's English ! " Kitchen tumblers were now 
brought in, and Peter received a formal challenge to fight 
his nephew next morning. But, just when I feared 

* He faced it manfully, with what result is duly recorded in the 
Alnumach d$ Goiha, 
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something really serious might happen. Max turned pale 
and left us abruptly — ^to sacrifice not his principles but 
his dixmer 1 

He would drive up and down the Nevsky or the yet 
more fashionable Palace Quay dressed up in a shind 
(caped cloak) with high fur collar and a white astrakhan 
cap of exactly the pattern worn by Grand-dukes and some 
other generals, except that instead of their badges he 
had the Pappenheim crest or initials aJB&xed to the white 
fur in front. Nothing of him was visible but eyes and 
nose. Of course all the police and soldiers and most of 
the officers saluted him, to his extravagant delight. 

We became good friends, he and I, during his stay in 
Russia — ^but I carefully avoided the subject of aristocracy I 
In the course of the fun. Count Peter told him that 
Bismarck had said to him of Bavaria : " The fruit is 
not ripe ; it will fall of itself ! " which of course added 
fuel to the flames. 

My first conversation with Tolst6y might have gained 
in interest had I known that by a decree dated that very 
day (January 5th) the following modem books, amongst 
others, were not to be allowed in the reading-rooms and 
public libraries of Russia, viz. : Translations of works by 
Agassiz, Bagehot, Huxley, Zola, Lassalle, Lubbock, 
Lecky, Louis Blanc, Lewes, Lyall, Marx, Mill, R6clus ; 
besides Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations, and Theory 
of Moral Sentimenis, and all Herbert Spencer's works 1 
But the decree was only made public in August. 



CHAPTER X 

Extradition (political) between Russia and Prussia — ^All quiet — 
Herat — " Nos frarUidres marchent aoec nous I " — ^The Boun- 
dary question — Crisis reached — Grave situation — ^Bismarck 
and England — " Cela ne se passera pas sans coups de fiisil " 
— ^Warlike preparations — ^Abdur-rahman at Rawul Pindi — 
The Penjdeh battle — Press-fury — Gladstone's great service — 
Sham arbitration — War averted — ^A forecast fulfilled — ^The 
Tsar's gratitude — ^The Sea-canal — ^Mr. Stead's disillusions — 
A trip to Harraka — ^A tiresome telegram — ^A delicate matter 
— Sir Edward Thornton leaves for Turkey — ^Tsar and press — 
Lord Salisbury takes office — ^My appointment to Berlin can- 
celled — ^E. F. Law and Colonel Ivor Herbert — ^Von Plessen — 
With the Tsar in Finland. 

The year 1885 opened peacefully enough, with little to 
suggest the violent spasms that were to convulse the 
world ere it closed. 

On the 13th January notes were exchanged between 
the Governments of Russia and Prussia — ^not Germany 
— signed respectively by de Giers and von Schweinitz, 
for the mutual extradition of persons suspected or guilty 
of high treason or anarchism. Such subjects, of either 
country, were to be surrendered " on demand." The 
hope was semi-officially expressed in Russia that similar 
conventions would in time be concluded with other 
Eiuropean States — a pious wish that has so far not been 
gratified. There was nothing at all exciting in this, except, 
perhaps, for Nihilist circles, and the few brief entries in 
my diary show how abnormally quiet we were just then : 

yth January, The Russian Government treats the people 
like children. This very fact is a tacit admission that the 

207 
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system cannot last. For children grow up ; if parents are 
wise they train them to stand on their own legs, in due time, 
and (vital point) recognise that time when it comes. 

yti February, Went shooting with Schouv41off, von 
Schweinitz, Campo Sagrado,^ Narishkin * and Pappenheim. 
Rain, snow, wind ; roads atrocious. Drove through Riibo- 
lovo and L^psaari. Wolves gone ; elk broke away ; no sport, 
no conversation. Russia is at present thawing after a 200 
years' frost of autocracy and serfdom : result— clouds over- 
head and slush underfoot I 

Then, suddenly, on the 14th February, a report reached 
London that the Russians were advancing on Herat — 
a report without a scintilla of truth in it, emanating, 
probably, from a German source. Fimds, and especially 
Russian stocks, fell sharply in the capitals of Europe, 
and in a moment the Afghan crisis of 1885, that was to 
come within a hair's-breadth of provoking European 
war, cast its ominous shadow upon us. The statement 
reached St. Petersburg on Sunday the 15th, and spread 
rapidly. On Monday the official press made no com- 
ments, no attempt to explain or deny the report ; but 
the 'Ndooe Vrimya declared categorically that Herat was 
still in Afghan hands, and that Russia had undertaken 
no serious steps in that direction.' 

This assertion in itself, of course, was worth little or 
. nothing, but it happened to be true. On the other hand, 
there was reason to surmise that Russia would be fuDy 
satisfied with little less than the natural frontier afforded 
by the Parapamisus, a line of hills which passes within 
twenty-five miles of Hei^t ; and, on the principle that 
possession is nine points of the law, it was only too likely 

^ Spanish ambassador, a man of enormous bnlk and great chann 
of manners ; a grandee and married to an infanta, I believe, but very 
much en gargon, in St. Petersburg, and always cribU de defies. His 
popularity was such that when he finally left St. Petersburg he was 
driven to the station by the livery-stable keeper, to whom he owed a 
large sum of money, with his smartest turn-out and very best pair 
of horses. 

* See p. 343. * See map p. 230. 
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that the cossacks of General Komar6ff were already 
bivouacking on or about the outermost northern slopes 
of these hills, within, say, fifty miles of the Afghan strong- 
hold. As a Russian officer of high rank C3niically ex- 
plained : " Nos frofUiires marchetU avec nous I " 

Two days later the semi-official Journal de St. Piters- 
bourg affirmed that the Herat rumour was a canard, but 
quoted with approval the N<ivoe Vrimya article referring 
pointedly to the long sojourn of the British force (some 
400 men) near to what it was pleased to call the Russian 
frontier, and to the British Commissioner's mimificence 
and its unfortunate effect in emboldening the Afghans, 
declaring that if England should prove powerless to 
restrain them, Russia would be compelled to rely upon 
her own resources, i.e. do so herself — all of which, con- 
sidering that Sir Peter was kept waiting at the appointed 
rendezvous by the non-arrival of his Russian colleague, 
may be called not very just. 

On the 23rd of February, I pointed out that the daim 
to Penideh — meaning the oasis, _of_Jhat— nana<©— was 
perhaps the most serious point in the Russian proposals 
taken to London by Less&r for the instruction of M. de 
Staal, the Russian Ambassador; for, the north-western 
part of the frontier between the Murghab and the Persian 
boundary, being but barely indicated in Lord Granville'Sj 
Agreement with Prince Gortchak6ff of 1873,^ the necessary 
delimitations would probably give rise to no little difficulty. 
The omission was a very imfortimate one. Had this 



^ This Agreement is contained in the despatches interchanged between 
Earl Granville and Prince Gortchak6fi (through the intermediary of 
Lord A. Loftus, our ambassador in St. Petersburg, from October, 1872, 
to January, 1873. See Annual Register, 1873, Appendix : correspondence 
^th Russia respecting Central Asia). It is strange that Lord Fitz- 
manrioe, in his Life of the second Earl Granville, London, 1905, makes 
no mention of this very notable Agreement, though he refers to the 
correspondence. The two principal documents, Lonl Granville's letter 
to Lord Loftus of the 17th Oct., 1872, and Prince Gortchak6f['s letter 
of the 31st Jan.. 1873, are given in an Appendix to Mr. Angus Hamilton's 
Afghanistan, 1906. 

B.R. o 
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portion of the frontier been even roughly defined it is 
possible that much of the trouble of 1885 might have been 
avoided. 

My Berlin colleague added fuel to the flames next day 
by telegraphing : 

"Every well informed person here regards it as certain 
that Russia will reject the proposed Afghan frontier delimi- 
tation and will make a descent on Herat early in spring." 

/ I did what I could to advance the plain but disagreeable 
I truth that Russia held the long trump, and, however the 
^ game might go at first, was sure to win in the end, in 
proof of which all that was necessary was to take a map 
and trace out any practicable frontier between the 
Russian possessions and Afghanistan. Russia had 
conquered or absorbed the three Khanates of Khiva, 
Khokand, Bokhara ; the Turkomans even where not yet 
her subjects were her wiUing aiders and abettors; the 
* country in dispute was desert or oasis; no obstacle of 
Nature, no hostile race stood between the Russians and 
the goal of their desire. It was too late, now, to think of 
keeping them from the dreaded approximation to the 
territory of our de facto vassal the Ameer ; so that it was 
really only a matter of details, the importance of which 
was at least open to question. Russia declared that she 
had no intentions against Herat, and, in spite of the 
vapourings of the press, this declaration was probably 
sincere ; but whether we agreed to the line a littie north 
of the Parapamisus eventually accepted, or insisted on 
tracing a frontier some fifty or sixty miles further back, 
would in the end make Httie difference. What Russia 
strove for, what she valued, and what she meant to have, 
as I had pointed out once before, was a position in relation 
to Afghanistan which would enable her at any time to 
suggest the advisability of retaining Indian troops in 
I their own country instead of organising an inconvenient 
/excursion into Europe, and for this the actual possession 
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of the mountain passes, however desirable, was not an 
actual necessity. 

On the 27th an inspired article, commimicated simul- 
taneously to the Journal de St. PAersbourg and the 
Moscow GazeUe, put forward Russia's claim to delimitate 
according to actual Afghan occupation, which happened 
to coincide with the ethnographical distribution of the 
population. "Mr. Less^ found no single Afghan at 
Penjdeh last year. Russia has therefore a right to expect 
that the oasis of Penjdeh should become hers." ^ 

The Standard thereupon published an article explaining 
the claims which Mr. Lessor had been instructed to put 
forward : 



" His proposed frontier is strictly ethnographical " — ^as if 
that were a crime — " It ignores all geographical considerations 
as completely as it does the political necessities of either the 
Ameer or the Indian Government. Russia is seeking to absorb 
the Sarik districts round Penjdeh and on the Kushk stream, 
and this she hopes to accomplish through the instrumentality 
of Mr. Less4r." 

And that is precisely what she eventually got without 
the slightest evil effect for Afghanistan, for India, or for 
England ! 

On the last day of the month the Standard gave promi- 
nence, under the heading ENGLAND AND RUSSIA, 
GRAVE SITUATION, to the following announcement : 

" We have reason to believe that Her Majesty's Government 
are resolved not to 3deld to the claims which Russia has put 
forward with regard to the Afghan frontier. Lord Granville 
has intimated Ids intention to insist on his Agreement with 

^ " Panjdeh, as the home of the Sarik Turkomans is called, is not a 
village or a town, but a long narrow valley, some twenty-five miles in 
lengtti and averaging about two miles in breadth, containing a series 
of hamlets of Turkoman Kibithas, There is not a house in the place." 
Northern Afghanistan, or Letters from the Afghan Boundary Commission, 
by Major C. £. Yate, C.S.I., Blackwood & Sons, x888. But Penjdeh 
is marked as a village, a few miles up the Murghab from PuM-Khisti» 
on all our maps, including those of Major Yate himself. I use the 
name in both significations, but I hope without ambiguity. 
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Prince Gortchak6fi as a basis for discussing the line of the 
definitive frontier ; and the Government are further prepared 
to resist a forcible annexation of Penjdeh on the part of the 
Russians." 

Probably this was meant as a warning. It was taken, not 
unnaturally, in Russia, as a gross provocation. 

In the same issue appeared a very frank and extremely 
important speech by Bismarck upon England and her 
ways, especially her very foolish way of conducting diplo- 
matic intercourse with Germany. This, of course gave 
Russia no little encouragement, and, probably enough, it 
was meant to do so. 

Indeed, the conduct of this Russo-Afghan embroglio 
on the part of England, and its issue, can only be under- 
stood by the light of oiir relations with other European 
Powers, and especially with Germany, at this time. 
Bismarck was the enemy of England, not of Russia ; he 
was pursuing with all the energy of his nature, all the 
power of his intellect, the end of German colonial expan- 
sion. England's troubles made his opportunity ; nor can we 
blame him for taking advantage of them, for making, in 
particular, a dexterous use of French jealousy of England 
in Egypt, a jealousy that made possible the continued 
existence imtil March 3rd, 1885, of the Ministry of M. 
Jules Ferry, " whose self-imposed mission it had been 
to stir up trouble in every part of the world against 
Great Britain." ^ Lord Granville was convinced that the 
procrastination of the Russian Government in regard to 
the mission of General Zelen6i was the result of the tacit 
approval of if not the actual suggestion from, Prince 
Bismarck.* 

Again : " In order to be free to face Russia effectually 

^ Lord Fitzmaarice, op, cit. vol. ii. p. 420. 

'General Zelendi was appointed chief of the Russian mission, as 
General Lumsden was of the British ; but, whereas the latter reached 
the locality agreed upon in November, 1884, Zelen6i had not put in an 
appeaiance in February, 1885 ; meantime, tiie Russians were stealthily 
creeping southward. 
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in Central Asia, the restoration of good relations with 
Germany was the immediate and most pressing necessity 
of the hour — Germany held the key of the situation." ^ 
Lord GranviUe, writing on the gth March, 1885, to Lord 
Fitzmaurice, says : " Coimt Munster and Count Herbert 
Bismarck not long afterwards {i.e. in the simuner of 1884) 
told me that the German Govenmient could not maintain 
a friendly attitude on Egyptian matters if we continued 
to be unfriendly on colonial questions/' ' which, in plain 
English, meant, of course, that for not making trouble 
for us as to Egypt Germany demanded a price and a 
heavy one in New Guinea and elsewhere, a method of 
procedure which in private life is called by the ugly name 
of black-mail, but in international poUtics is too conunon 
to merit special opprobrium. 

Gordon set out for Khartoum in January, 1884, and 
was killed there a year later (January 26th, 1885). 
Egyptian affairs tied our hands; and in judging the 
Liberal Government's treatment of the Central Asian 
question it is only fair to bear in mind that it was beset, 
throughout, by embarrassments and dangers arising from 
the ill-will of various Great Powers other than Russia, skil- 
fully fomented and taken advantage of by Prince Bismarck. 
Nevertheless, when all excuses are made, it seems difficult 
to acquit Mr. Gladstone and Lord Granville of weakness 
and indecision. 

The danger of a collision between the Afghan and 
Russian forces had now become evident. 

France looked on anxiously, and her press warned 
England that a war might be more serious for her than 
for Russia. On the other hand, the Ndvoe Vrimya (some- 
what late in the day) saw now the hand of Bismarck in the 
growing dissensions between Russia and England, and 
warned the British Government against the maUdous 
designs of the Chancellor. 

^ Lord Fitzmaurice, op, cii, vol. ii. p. 429. 
* Ibid,, vol. ii. p. 424. 
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From Lord Fitzmaurice's book * we know that on the 
4th of March the Queen, herself, went the length of sending 
a telegram to the Tsar expressing her great anxiety at 
the news from the Afghan border, and begging him to 
do all he could to avert the misfortimes that might 
follow from a conflict between the Russians and Afghans. 

— *-*The inability on our side to balance things fairly is 
shown, I think, in a passage in the Standard's leader of 
6th March : " If General Komar6fi withdraws his men 
from Pul-irKhatun to Sarakhs, General Lumsden might 
be permitted to request the Afghan commander to march 
his troopers back to Herat." The italics are mine, of 
course.* 

On 6th March I sent a long and angry despatch, my 
telegram having been held up and even mutilated by 
the censor. I stated that a conflict with the Afghan 
outposts was foreseen, as might be judged from a phrase 
lately current in St. Petersburg and attributed to a 
personage not unconnected with the Foreign Office : 
" Cela ne se passera pas sans coups de fusil." This, if I 
remember rightly, was Jomini. 
.^ War with England the Russian Government was very 

/ far from wishing, but frontier brawls need result in no 

I such catastrophe, whilst some there were who deemed 
that their effect on Russia's claims might with dexterous 
management be rendered decidedly favourable, as eventu- 
ally happened. 

""' Meantime, the press on both sides became more and 
more beUicose; we soon heard, openly, of military 
preparations in Russia and in India, the latter including 
an ostentatious gift of artillery to the Ameer ; but, above 
all, the local position had grown worse ; for Russia having 

^ Life of the second Earl Granville, vol. ii. p. 423. 

■ Now that the StantUurd is defunct it may be wondered why I quote 
its opinions so frequently. The mere fact of my having r ep r ese n ted 
it in Russia would, of course, be no justification. But in those days the 
paper was undoubtedly in close touch with important sources of infor- 
mation in London. 
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occupied Zulficar, Ak Robat and other places up to 
Ak-tepi, just north of Penjdeh, the Cossadcs or Turko- 
mans and the Afghans were actually face to face. As the 
Republique Frangaise wrote : " The freak of a captain or 
even a N.C.O. in command of a Russian outpost liiight 
lead to the outbreak of hostilities between the two rival 
nations." The Russian Government, however, gave cate- 
gorical assurances that no advance would be made beyond 
the frontier claimed in the memorandum handed to the 
British Foreign Office by M. de Staal, nor upon Penjdeh 
itself. There remained the danger that General Komar6f! 
— ^the wish being father to the thought — ^might suppose 
that the orders from St. Petersburg were not to be inter- 
preted too Uterally, and in that case there was little room 
for doubt that a conflict would ensue at or near Penjdeh, 
the results of which might well be disastrous. Mr. 
Gladstone at this time amended Lord Granville's phrase — 
an advance on the part of the Afghans " would not be 
made," to " could not be sanctioned." Evidently, we 
were uncertain of controlling the Afghans. 

The Slavophil-Moscovite party was now raging, and 
war between England and Russia might break out at 
any minute. 

On the 22nd March orders were received in Calcutta 
from England to concentrate from twenty to thirty thou- 
sand men at Quetta ; and five days later the Army Reserve 
and Militia Reserve were called out in England. The 
following day, the 28th, the Viceroy arrived at Rawul 
Pindi to greet Abdur-rahman. 

On the 5th April I wrote : 

" Russia is making preparations to meet the contingency 
of war with England no less earnestly and rapidly, but much 
more secretly " : 

and in its leader of the 8th the Standard stated : 

*' It would be premature to say that the negotiations 
between the Governments of England and Russia have 
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absolutely broken down, but unquestionably the relations 
between the two countries have reached an extremely critical 
stage." 

That same day, it being the Wednesday before Palm 
Sunday, I had been invited to make the round of the 
$ Fair with the Ambassador's son and daughters. On 
the vast Champ de Mars at the back of the embassy — 
Prince S61tikoff's house facing the Neva just above the 
Trinity bridge, then a bridge of boats — ^the hoUday- 
makers swanned. There were theatres, circuses, raree- 
shows, jugglers' booths, cheap-jacks crying their goods, 
vendors of toys, of live and stuffed birds, old books, 
articles of dress — in fact anything and everything — ^but 
above all food and drink in unlimited quantity and at 
popular prices. Innumerable flags, the many-hued 
kerchiefs and petticoats of the women, the red shirts 
of the men, and the varied uniforms of the soldiers gave 
extraordinary brilliancy and colour to the scene. The 
noise was deafening ; the Russians have big voices, and 
many men had obviously had more than enough to drink 
already; but, as usual, the utmost good-nature pre- 
vailed. The Russians (of those days) when drunk wanted 
to kiss, not quarrel. The animation was at its height 
when, towards half-past four, we decided to enter one of 
the circuses. My companions were already inside; I 
could see through the half-drawn ciutain of the tent 
the conventional lady in short flounces on a broad-backed 
white horse jumping through paper hoops held up by a 
clown. At this moment I felt a light hand on my shoulder, 
and, turning, saw Whitehead, one of the secretaries of our 
Embassy, my friend and neighbour,^ our apartments at 
that time opening opposite each other on the staircase of 
No. 13 Milli6nnaya. By nature he was quiet, reticent, 
self-contained, and all he now said was : " If I were you 
I'd go to the Embassy," but it was said so meaningly that 
without one word I went off, as fast as the crowd would 

^ Now Sir James Beethom Whitehead. 
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allow me, to that edifice, not two hundred yards away. 
Passing through the double entrance-doors I asked the 
hall-porter : " Can I see his Excellency ? " Before he 
could answer. Sir Edward himself appeared half-way up 
the staircase, coming from the Chancery. He caught sight 
of me, and said in a tone of hopeless despondency : ' ' Come 
up, Baddeley, come up ; I see that you have heard the 
news/' I ran upstairs, sa}dng : "I only know that there 
is news — ^grave news." " Yes, I have just seen de Giers. 
There has been a battle at Penjdeh — the Afghans were 
defeated and five himdred of them killed. Sotne of our 
officers were present." 1 realised, of course, at once all 
that this might and probably would mean. Thornton 
went on : " There is nothing to do but to pack up ; war 
is inevitable ; I shall be told to demand my passports 
to-morrow." Then something flashed through my 
brain, and I said : " Is it as bad as that ? After all, t 
Gladstone is in power. Don't you think he may manage | 
to find a way out ? " I am rather proud of my instant I 
appreciation of this one possibility of preserving European | 
peace but Sir Edward would not hear of it. He had i 
striven honestly, indefatigably, to avert war. Now, when j 
all his efforts seemed to have been made in vain he, for the 
moment, gave way to despair. However, I had my work 
to do, so, thanking him for his kindness, I drove off to 
the H6tel de France, and, with the aid of the Swiss 
manager, drew up a despatch in French, about French 
Rentes or something similar, conveying the message : 

" Battle fought : Murghab river : Afghans defeated : 500 killed." 

This was sent to a private address in Paris, and reached 
London the same night, with only one mistake. The 
cipher for " Afghans " got mixed up so that Mudford 
had to guess which side had suffered defeat, and guessed 
wrong. However, that made little difference. The 
Standard prefaced my message with the words : 

" We have received from a correspondent who is entitled 



f 
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to the highest credit the foUovdng telegram which has been 
forwarded to us in cipher in order to evade the Russian 
censorship : " 

and continued : 

" For obvious reasons we are unable to mention the name 
of the place from which the telegram was despatched. The 
message itself is vague, inasmuch as it is not clear whether it 
is the Russians or tiie Afghans who have been defeated. At 
the same time, having regard to the origin of the telegram, 
we assume that it is the Russians who have suffered a reverse. 

" However, that is not the important point but the fact 
that a fight has occurred at all." 

The Standard rightly assumed that the scene of the 
occurrence was Penjddi. 

The day that the news became known in St. Petersburg, 
the 8th, a Durbar took place at Rawul Pindi, at which 
the Afghan Ameer and the Duke of Connaught sat on 
either side of the Viceroy, Lord Dufierin. The battle 
hadjbftftn fmi gl>t on t he 30th Ma rch.^ 
"TThanks, once more, to my code and to my unwilling 
friend the censor, who drove my colleagues to the verge 
of madness by refusing absolutely to let one word about 
the battle pass, my message was the first and for some 
hours the only intimation of what had taken place 
throughout the world. 

In a long open telegram sent the same day — of course 
without overt reference to the fight — I gave my views 
— a way I sometimes had — as those of a competent 
non-Russian resident, developing the idea I had ex- 
pressed to Sir Edward Thornton, and maintaining that 
"it is England who will give in eventually, for all her 
bluster." 

On the London Stock Exchange the effect produced by 
the Standard's announcement, though serious, was not 

^ The Annual Register, strange to say, gives on the same page the 
dates 29th and 3oih March, each, categorically, as the day on which 
the fighting occurred. Lord Fitzmaurice, also, has the 29th. 
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disastrous. The news was not fully credited. But, about i 
II a.m. the Daily Telegraph brought out a special second 
edition with full confirmation. The result is described 
in an article in the Standard of the loth : 

*' One has to go back fifteen years [i.e, to the outbreak of 
the Franco-Prussian war) to find a parallel to the excitement 
and crash produced on the Stock Exchange by the telegram 
published in the Standard of yesterday announcing that the 
Russians and Afghans had begun to fight. Stocl^ did not 
fall in the ordinary sense ; they crumbled and collapsed : " etc. 

Consols fell z\ per cent. The Standard in its leader 
called for war. " One word more and only one is needed. 
That is, a declaration of war." 

When Gladstone, in the House of Commons, summing 
up the evidence, described the attack on Penjdeh as 
** having the appearance of an act of improvoked aggres- 
sion," a hearty and unanimous cheer burst from all 
parts of the House. It had that appearance. Mme. de 
N6vikoS lays stress on the imjust occupation of Penjdeh 
in June 1884 by the Afghans, and regards this as com- 
pletely ]ustif3^g Russia ; Mr. Stead, of course, backed 
her up, but as nine months had elapsed since then, 
during which negotiations had been proceeding almost 
continuously, and as Russia had by way of answer 
occupied Pul-i-Khatun, there was prima facie justification 
for England's attitude ; and Gladstone, who cannot be 
accused of ill will towards Russia, to the end of his days 
held that in this matter he had been treated unfairly. 

My own deliberate opinion after all these years is that- 
Komar6£f, backed by the military and chauvinist party A 
in Russia, was keenly on the look-out for any good pretext i 
for an attack. Without it, under orders from St. Peters- } 
burg, he might have refrained ; but the Afghans, em- | 
boldened by the presence of British officers, gave the / 
pretext by crossing the river in force — they had previously / 
had merely an outpost on the south side of the Khushy 
river — and he at once availed himself of it. ' 
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Schouvdlofi had left for Ruhenthal on the 9th April to 
stalk capercailzie and look after his estate, I, of course, 
being unable to move. A rumour at once got about that 
he had been despatched to London on a mission of con- 
ciliation, the Ndvosti on the 13th having a leader based 
on this supposition, which I contradicted. 

The tone of the St. Petersburg papers — ^to say nothing 
of Moscow — ^became now one of unboimded arrogance. 
English threats and warlike preparations were treated 
alike with scathing contempt, and there is a melancholy 
interest to be derived, in these latter days, from the 
fact that they anticipated then aU the schadenfreudig 
vaticinations of modem Germany at the commencement 
of the Great War as to the fate of England. In the event 
of war India would rise to the last man against the hated 
English; AustraUa was preparing to throw off the 
heavy yoke of the mother coimtry ; the United States 
would take Canada ; the Boers the Cape, etc. — ^in short, 
the British Empire would faU to pieces without a blow. 

The press on either side lashed itself into ungovernable 
fury, and if war was ultimately averted it was in spite 
of the utmost efforts of these precious " organs of pub- 
licity." Mr. Stead was, admittedly, an exception ; but, 
imfortunately, his personality and methods more than 
nullified his endeavours in favour of peace, while the 
caustic writing of his ally O. K. (Mme. de N6vikofi) in 
all probability made more enemies than friends for 
Russia ; the average Britisher being neither a Gladstone, 
a Froude, nor a Kinglake.^ 

In a telegram to the Standard of the 22nd April I put 
Russia's attitude clearly and succinctly : 

^ '* We will argue about territory," say the Russians, " as 
I much as you please, but anything like an ultimatum or cate- 
1 gorical demand for satisfaction we cannot and wiU not admit." 

That was what the Emperor thought and said ; that 
was, as events proved, his very last word. Our answer 

^ All of whom were lealous supporters of O. K. 
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was the vote of eleven millions — ^how absurd it sounds 
nowadays, less than two days' war expenses ! — ^but 
then it had something at least of the intended effect. 
It is my personal belief that in proposing the credit, as he 
did in a speech of matchless eloquence, Gladstone was 
thinking far more of placating his own countrymen 
— ^at their own expense, of course, like the starving 
Irishman on the desert island who cut off his dog's tail, 
made soup of it and then threw the dog the bone — than 
of frightening Russia. At all events it did the one and did 
not do the other. Gladstone was a very astute person 
indeed, with every possible information at his disposal 
— a fact I insist on in view of what comes next. 

That night I was present at a rout at the German 
embassy, and involimtarily a vision of the Brussels 
Waterloo ball came to mind. There we all were, men and 
women of many nationaUties, smiling and chatting, 
exchanging the usual banaUties, but everyone present 
knew that the peace of the world hung in the balance, 
and now and again one caught furtive glances at the 
would-be expressionless faces of Russian officials and 
British diplomatists. 

The tension was so great that, evidently, it could not 
last ; the chord must relax— or break. Then, on the last 
^^y ftl April. E ngland proposed arbitration. The news 
reached St. Petersburg on the ist May, and a Coimdl 
was immediately held at Gatchina. I dined that evening 
at the embassy, and remember well the sigh of reUef with 
which my kind host gave me the facts — though he knew, 
none better, that we were not yet out of the wood. 

What happened in those next eventful days has never 
been fully told. That England proposed arbitration and 
that the Tsar — somewhat ungraciously — ^accepted it ws 
made public, and has never been contradicted. (In 
reality England proposed arbitration and the Tsar flatly 
refused it. His words were : " General Komardff acted 
rightly. I will never allow his conduct to be submitted to 
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arbitratUm.*' That, to all seeming, put an end to the 
matter. War, surely, was inevitable. 

It was then that Gladstone showed what he was capable 
of, and in so doing fully justified my venturesome sugges- 
tion to Sir Edward Thornton on first hearing from him 
of the Penjdeh battle. He asserted categorically that the 
rejection of arbitration meant war, immediate, inevitable 
war ; that the English Government did not want war, 
wanted in fact only to co-operate with the Russian Govern- 
ment in finding any honourable way of escape from it ; 
and he b^ged the Tsar in the interests of peace and of 
humanity to consent to the appointment of an arbitrator, 
who, after all, need never arbitrate. Alexander III., in 
his honest, dull and obstinate way, took some time to 
adjust himself to the point of view thus forced upon him. 
But, finally, he consented to agree, openly, to arbitration 
by the idng of Denmark, provided that in no case 
should the matter proceed any further. In short, the 
English Government offered and the Russian Tsar agreed 
to a sham arbitration, Gladstone's purpose was gained* 
Some days had passed. Liberal feeling, at least, 
soothed if not satisfied by the magnificence of having 
voted eleven miUions sterling of (our own) money, had 
rapidly cooled down, and was already inclined to 
accept any reasonable compromise. The Tsar's consent 
was taken as a satisfactory solution of the difficulty, 
and the danger of war was averted. Lumsden was at 
once recalled, and though the Jingo press, including my 
own paper, wrote bitterly and fiuiously of this " fresh 
instalment of hiuniliation " (the acceptance of arbitration), 
and of Lumsden's recall, the nation as a whole, witii 
astonishing light-heartedness, turned its attention to 
other things.^ 

^ Lord Granville had no little trouble with the irascible soldier : 
** Sir Peter Lnmsden was loud in his complaints, and continued them 
on his return to England. There was ano&er side to the question and 
Lord Granville, as he informed the Queen, thought it right to tell Sir 
Peter that the tone of many of his communications had been such as 



RUSSIA IN THE ' EIGHTIES ' 223 

Lord Morley has written a full and admirable life of 
Gladstone — ^but the reader wiU seek in vain in its pages 
for any light on this remarkable episode, than which 
none in the whole course of the great leader's career 
discloses so completely his own mental agility and at the 
same time his perfect power of gauging the public mind. 
And, perhaps, none deserves more grateful recognition 
on the part of his countr3mien. He understood them — 
better than they xmderstood themselves, with their foolish 
cry for war ; misled by " experts," forsooth, who saw 
the loss of India in the extension of Russia's boundaries 
to Afghanistan. He had learnt from Sir Edward Thornton 
what the Tsar would and would not concede. He con- 
sented to sham arbitration — ^who will now condemn 
him ? — ^and saved England from the shame and the horrors \ 
of another and, if possible, more stupidly wicked Russian I 
war. 

Telegraphing on the 7th I said : 

" The acceptance of the last English proposals is a mere 
blind — a farce played by both Governments in collusion. 
The recourse to arbitration is a golden bridge which Russia 
was much too politic to refuse her enemy when driven at last 
into a comer. But what does it come to ? The question to 
be submitted to the King of Denmark or whoever else may 
undertake the thankless r61e of arbitrator is simply whether 
the agreement of the 17th March was broken or not. Well, 
the Russian Government will maintain that General Komar6fi 
acted in accordance mth his instructions — ^a theory in support 
of which the most irrefutable evidence will be adduced. The 
blame, if any, it will take upon itself ; but who can bring it 
home ? As a matter of fact the only result of the enquiry 
if ever it takes place, will be to show that England and Russia 
interpreted differently the meaning and scope of the agreement 
and there the business will end. I do not believe that it will 
come even to such a lame conclusion as that. Much more 
likely is it that England will eventually declare herself satisfied 

in a rather long official experience he never remembered as between 
an officer employed and his official chief." Life of the second Earl 
Granville, vol. ii. p. 441. Very shocking, indeed ! 
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with the further evidence produced and let the whole matter 
drop. . . . 

"... The most laughable part of it all is that both sides 
or rather — counting the Ameer — all three, have declared their 
indifference to the possession of Penjdeh I This being so 
the chances are that it will be handed over to Russia who will 
give up the pass of Zulficar. The Penjdeh incident will be 
allowed to drop, under cover of the merest pretence of arbi- 
tration, and the frontier will follow very nearly the line 
claimed by M. de Giers. Russia will get, territorially, nearly 
all she ever wanted and much more than she expected ; and 
prestige such as no power has had in Asia since the days of 
Timur the Tartar. What England gains beyond an additional 
2d. or 3d. in the £ on the income tax I am unable to tell you." 

This forecast was fulfilled to the letter. 

It was May 4th when Gladstone announced " that the 
impediments to a friendly correspondence with Russia had 
been removed, and that the two Governments had agreed 
to refer any difference which might be found to exist to the 
judgment of a sovereign of a friendly State." From that 
day to this not a word has ever been heard of the arbitration ! 

Feeling revived somewhat in certain quarters when on 
May i8th the Standard, with the conmient " the whole 
thing is incredibly bad and humiliating for England — 
we have been over-reached," printed my translation of 
the Tsar's Imperial Rescript to Komar6ff and in a leader 
called for a vote of censure on the Government : 

" In recognition " — so this document ran — " of the excellent 
measures taken by you as G>mmander of the troops of the 
Mui^hab Division and of the equal foresight and decision 
exhibited by you in the action against the A^hans, also in 
recompense of the courage and valour shown by you in the 
affair of the i8th March at Tash Kepri ; ^ we have graciously 
been pleased to confer upon you a gold sword, enriched with 
diamonds, and mth the inscription for valour, which we 
send you herewith, remaining well disposed in Our Imperial 
graciousness towards you. 

" Alexander, Gatchina, 2/14 May." 

^ Tash Kepri is a little north of Penjdeh. 
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After all these alarms of war, it was pleasant on the 
2ist May to join the party Sir Edward had invited and 
steam down the Neva to inspect privately the new Sea 
Canal, just completed. The vast quays and warehouses 
were, naturally, for the most part, empty, but the work 
was done. Sea-going vessels drawing 23 feet could now 
steam right through to the Neva, and discharge their 
cargoes at the custom house quay, at the top of the 
Vasili Island, whereas I had known vessels drawing only 
9 feet stopped on the river bar.^ I noticed marsh-marigolcb 
and white anemones in profusion everywhere ; violets 
and wood-sorrel in places. Two days later lady-smocks 
were out and nightingales singing. On the 27th I attended 
the formal opening of the Canal, to which St. Petersburg 
owes so much of its after prosperity. 

On June the loth Gladstone resigned, and Mr. Stead 
commented dolefully on the vanity of human expectation 
as follows : 

" The Gladstbne Government of 1880 when it quitted office 
in 1885 had done nothing for Macedonia, had done nothing 
for Armenia, and had brought Russia and England to the 
verge of war over a frontier question in Central Asia." * 

In July I went to Harraka, convo3dng this time Lady 
Thornton, her two daughters, " Eddie," and the Gros- 
venors, she a charming and beautiful American, daughter 
of the famous missionary. Dr. Wells Williams, author of 
The Middle Kingdom.^ We had an unusually long and 
troublesome journey, failing to find vehicles for the twenty 
kilometres drive from the railway to Willmanstrand, 

iQne such — a R.Y.S. schooner — ^passed safely over on payment 
of a considerable bribe to the port-officer ; so that the depth of water 
depended to some extent on the amount of roubles in one's pocket. 
There was great excitement on the quays and on the Nicholas bridge 
when the young ladies on board took their morning headers in the Neva, 
I took the party up to Harraka, but the water was abnormally low and 
we barely caught fish enough to eat. 

• M.P. for Russia, vol. ii. p. 86. 

• Now Lady Gray, wife of Sir Albert Gray, K.C.B., K.C., etc. 
B.R. P 
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where we were to catch a steamer across the Saima sea to 
our destination. I managed at last to get ponies and 
carts for the rest, and they were lucky enough to catch 
the boat. I missed it myself, and had to drive all the way 
to Harraka — a distance of sixty kilometres — ^in the course 
of which I was soaked to the skin by a rain-storm of 
tropical intensity. However, all this made arrival at 
our fishing paradise more delightful than ever, and I 
luxuriated in the dream of what was to come. Next 
morning I was just putting Mrs. Grosvenor ofE in a boat 
to fish the lower pool ; the sun shone ; the water, fresh 
from its confinement in the great lake above, danced 
merrily; an impudent five-pounder hurled himself 
straight up out of the stream in sheer joy of living ; 
Central Asia with all its worries and alarms had clean 
left my mind — ^when down through the pines and birches 
came hurrying an ominous figure, the black servant we 
then had at the club, bearing in his hand a telegram. 
It was, of course, for me I I opened it and read : " Your 
telegrams completely out of it. Russian attempt on Meruchak 
chief topic. Mudford." ^ It must be nonsense, of course. 
I had seen Sir Edward and others the day before. I had 
vigilant friends on guard. But there was only one thing 
to be done. Ordering a post-cart I said good-bye to my 
companions, drove the 70 kilometres to Viborg, caught 
the train there, and went straight from it to the Embassy, 
where the Ambassador assured me sympathetically that 
the news was the merest canard. I then wrote my mind to 
my editor, spent the evening with the Taf ts and Lothrops, 
who had just arrived, and next day went all the way back 
to the Club at Harraka and fished ! Counting the return 
journey the distance driven amounted to some two 
hundred and twenty kilometres that week, all in jerky 
little two-wheeled gigs {tarataikas) ; and I spent eighteen 
hours in stuffy trains. But Harraka was worth it ! 

' Meruchak is some twenty miles from ' Penjdeh/ up the Murghab, 
and is now an Afghan frontier fort. 
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I referred some time back * to " a very delicate matter " 
upon which Sir Edward Thornton had consulted me. It 
was this. The Grand-duke Serge, fourth son of Alexander 
II. and brother of Alexander III., had become a suitor 
for the hand of the Princess Elizabeth of Hesse, sister of 
the Empress Alexandra. The Grand-duke's reputation 
had long been assailed by rumours of such a nature 
as, if true» would make his marriage with any woman, but 
above aU with one so young, innocent and beautiful, 
hardly tolerable. The scandal had reached the ears of 
Queen Victoria, who, deeply concerned for the happiness of 
her beloved grand-daughter, wrote privately to her Ambas- 
sador in St. Petersburg expressing anxiety and telling him 
to make enquiries. Sir Edward sent for me and begged 
me, in strictest confidence, of course, to aid him. After 
questioning Schouv^ofl and others, I told him — ^as indeed 
he knew already — ^that the accusations were openly 
made in all classes of Russian society and commonly 
believed. On the other hand, proof in such cases was 
seldom possible ; there was, as he also knew, no more 
scandal-loving society in the world than that in which 
we Uved and moved, and, personally, I would not take 
the responsibility of adding one straw's weight to the 
adverse side of the balance in Her Majesty's mind. What 
his report was I do not know, but the marriage took place 
not long afterwards, in June, 1884. Now, in 1885, 
before leaving Russia for Constantinople, Sir Edward 
with Lady Thornton and, I think, their two daughters, 
paid a visit to the Grand-duke and his wife at their 
residence near Moscow, and on his return he told me that 
his mind had been greatly relieved by all he had seen and 
heard. "We were' treated with most friendly and 
intimate hospitaUty. We had full opportunity to judge 
the relative positions of the young people, and both my 
wife and I are absolutely convinced that the bond between 
them is one of deep and genuine affection." I think he 

1 Page 190. 
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added that he had written to the Queen to that effect, but 
of this I am not sure. Soon afterwards I told Schouv^off 
what I had heard, when he at once confirmed it, saying 
that he also had paid a visit to Serge and his wife the last 
time he had been in Moscow, and had come away satisfied 
beyond doubt that they were as happy a couple as one 
could wish to see. " In fact, they are like a pair of — 
what do you call them in English — tourterdUs ? " 
"Turtle-doves." "Yes, that's it— a pair of turtle- 
doves.'' I recount this only because a scandal is often 
long-lived and I would willingly do anjrthing in my power 
to dissipate any breath that might dim in the faintest 
degree the life-history of one who, if ever woman did, 
deserves the crown and palm of saint and martyr. 

On the 3rd September, Sir Edward Thornton presented 
his letters of recall before proceeding to his new post« 
Constantinople, and the Emperor took the occasion to 
express his satisfaction at the anticipated amicable settle- 
ment of the Afghan difficulty. He regretted the feeling 
that had been excited on both sides, and — brightly — 
attributed it to the Press. 

On the 9th September the Russian Government received 
information from London of the formal acceptance by the 
British Cabinet of its proposals in regard to the Zulficar 
Pass, the vital part of which, as I had foretold, was left 
to Afghanistan — ^the one and only concession made to 
England. The last serious difficulty in the way of an 
amicable settlement of the Afghan question was thus 
overcome ; the results arrived at were embodied in a 
Protocol, and the actual delimitation in detail was left 
for a mixed commission to establish on the spot. It was 
not, however, until July 1887 that the frontier was finally 
settled and done with.^ 

I It is humiliating to reflect upon the amount of ill- 
leeling engendered, and the terrible dangers run, before 
we consented to an extension of Russia's dominions in 

* See p. 301. 
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Central Asia that is now accepted on all sides as having ''"'^ 
been not only natural but inevitable. 

Meantime, I had received notice in May from Mudford 
that I was to be transferred to Berlin at the end of July. 
In June, however, when Lord Salisbury took office, tMs 
arrangement was cancelled — a significant enough comment 
on Conservative foreign policy — and I accepted a new 
agreement for three years in St. Petersburg. I took 
rooms in the Chertk6fE house in the Moshkofi-pereulok, 
just ofE the Palace Quay, where I had for neighbours 
my friends Colonel Ivor Herbert^ and Law, who lived 
together. After a while I reluctantly exchanged my 
first floor apartment for theirs, two floors higher, Herbert 
explaining that the gouty old generals it was his duty to 
entertain found the stairs too much for them. A frequent 
visitor at that time was von Plessen, a jovial German 
Naval Attach^, a personal favourite of the Emperor 
William. It was said that he and Herbert were indis- 
creetly interested in the submarine defences of Kronstadt, 
and incurred the displeasure of the Emperor, who, in a 
fury, declared that he would tolerate no more Naval or 
Military Attaches. De Giers mildly remonstrated, point- 
ing out that this would involve recalling all the Russian 
attach^ abroad. " And why not ? " said his Majesty, 
still fuming, " imbdcUes qu'ils sofU, they never send us 
anything worth having I " He allowed himself to be 
mollified, however, and the absurd system by which 
" officers and gentlemen " were avowedly set to discover 
the mihtary and naval secrets of the coimtries they were 
accredited to continued as before. 

Von Plessen was at that time a man one could hardly 
help liking. He was so frank, so genial. One of his 
sayings I always remember for the dose of brutal truth 
in contains. He was, sailor-like — ^in those da3^s — ^too fond 
of imbibing. I remonstrated with him once, when he 
remarked : " My dear fellow, imtil you have seen a 

^ Now Lord Treowen. 
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man drunk you neva: quite know if he's a gentleman 
or notl" 

I spent some time in the month of August in Finland 
accompanying the Emperor and Empress from place to 
place and recording their doings. My letters to the 
Standard go some way, I think, towards giving a tolerably 
correct picture of the Finland of those days, a country 
of many attractions. They were in part reproduced in 
my brother's pleasant Uttle book, Chay and ChianH. 

The Emperor soon after (22nd August) left for Kremsier, 
to meet the Emperor of Austria. 
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CHAPTER XI 

Bird-nesting at Wellington College — ^A sense of gravity — ^A 
mighty tree — ^A rare egg — ^Lf govo and Litdnia — ^The Russian 
Spring — Birds and flowers — ^An obese burglar — ^A belated 
brood — ^Birds that brave the winter — Greediness punished — 
Ideal woodmen — Night in the forest — ^The head-keeper — 
Treachery frustrated — Capercailzie stalking — ^Peril of passion 
— ^An angry bear — ^The wakeful cuckoo — ^Black-cock shooting 
— Feathered Don Juans — " Berryless bog " — ^The woods at 
midnight— Matti the Finn— The hill-tarn— Will it sink ?— 
How not to shoot wild-duck — Bog and marsh — ^Doubles — 
Califomian fruit — ^Marsh birds — ^Wolves by moonlight — 
" Cock-roads " — ^Land and water — ^Perilous paddling — ^An 
ultimate term of reproach. 

See map, p. 254. 

Each year as spring came round I indulged to some 
extent a taste for birdnesting developed at Wellington 
College in the days when Charles Kingsley took a personal 
interest in our Natural History Society and lectured at 
our meetings. 

Of one expedition in particular, a jumble of success 
and failure, I retain vivid memories. My main objective 
was an osprey's nest high up on the gnarled and spreading 
branch of a pine-tree, in the forest between V&rtemiaki 
and L6mbolovo, overhanging a tiny tributary of the 
Okhta. I had been taken to the spot by one of the 
keepers a few days previously only to find that the tree 
was too big to swarm, too bare to climb. This time I 
came provided with two coils of rope, a block, and a 
salmon-reel and line, with bullet attached. Accompanied 
by the keeper, a rosy-cheeked yoimg giant, and his 
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brother, a well-grown lad of fifteen, I made my way to 
the spot soon after dawn without any misgiving save as 
to what might be the contents of the nest — eggs, chicks 
or mere stark emptiness — and started operations. 

A neighbouring spruce, tall and of many branches^ 
enabled me to throw the bullet over the lowest limb of 
the pine, that on which, some 15 or 20 feet out, the vast 
structure of the nest was spread. Coming down I over- 
hauled the line, and soon had the pulley fixed in place 
beneath the bough by one rope, with the other rove 
through it. At one end of the latter I made a bight, 
took my stand in it, gave the word to hoist away, and with 
the help of my own two hands was soon in a position 
to seize and straddle the bough. But now came one of 
the most humiliatugig moments of my life. I had no sooner 
caught sight of the Uttle river at what seemed a vast 
distance below me than my head swam and my knees 
quaked. 

I made desperate efforts to control my nerves, but 
speedily realised that to climb out to the nest was more 
than I could manage. I should inevitably fall and, 
indeed, it was with difficulty that I regained my position 
in the bight of the rope and with the help of my com- 
panions reached ground again in safety. Deeply mortified 
I explained matters as best I could, whereupon the 
keeper remarked with kindly consideration : " Nichewf, 
Ivdn Ivdnovich, eto chastd buivdyet (that often happens) ; 
but just you pull me up and I'U soon get the eggs for you 
if there are any." So the boy and I hoisted away, when 
lo I before we had him three-fourths of the way up he 
began shouting to us to let him down again I It was a 
pale-faced yoimg giant who explained " u menyd takje 
golovd kriijitsa " (my head, too, turns round). In short, 
if the adventure was not for me, neither was it for 
him. 

I was greatly disappointed, for it seemed that the 
precious eggs, which, of a surety, the nest contained, were 
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beyond our reach ; yet the salve to my wounded vanity 
was soothing. I had done no worse than this son of the 
forest ; indeed my performance distinctly outclassed his, 
for had I not actually straddled the bough ? Moreover, 
the frequent sight of house-painters at work on fragile 
stages let down from parapets 50 or more feet above ground 
— ^bits of board so nailed together that to all appearance 
the least kick would scatter them — and of dvorniks clear- 
ing snow from vertiginous roofs, had compelled a beUef 
that in the average Russian no real sense of (the force of) 
gravity existed, whereas my own possession of that 
quaUty had never been in doubt I 

These reflections had barely comforted my heart when 
the boy in turn volunteered to try his luck, and to this, 
after some hesitation — ^his brother urging it — I agreed. 
We soon had him up to the branch ; a moment more and 
he was on it : yet another and without the slightest 
hesitation he had scrambled out to the nest, to find it, 
alas, quite empty I The birds, no doubt, had either 
been shot or shot at and frightened away, for they had 
been busy at the nest some days earUer. Before lowering 
the boy, I took with him by fishing line the exact height 
from first branch to ground, which, measured by the tape, 
I found to be 74 feet. As the river ran deep under an 
overhanging bank at this spot, the distance from nest 
to water was still greater. The girth of the tree was rather 
more than 9 feet at 5 from the ground, whence the stem 
rose straight and bare as a marble column. Such trees 
are rare in the forests of Northern Russia, which are cut 
for timber at less than one third the age of this patriarch ; 
but, as frequently happens, on the last two occasions, at 
least, when this particular section, now full-grown again, 
was felled, trees had been left standing here and there for 
seeding, and this was one of them. 

The expedition, so far, was a failure, but the day had 
hardly begvm, and, on my way back to St. Petersburg 
across coimtry, I took eggs — amongst others — of the 
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ural owl, the wood-sandpiper, and, better far, one egg of 
the rare lesser-spotted-eagle. This nest was near the top 
of a tall and very dense spruce, fuU of the spikiest of 
branches. I brought down the egg in safety — I have 
it still — but at the expense of my trousers of which a 
notable fragment remained fluttering in the tree. Luckily 
I had by me an overcoat wherewith to conceal my loss I 

At Ligovo, some dozen miles from the centre of St. 
Petersburg, on the road to Peterhof and Oranienbaum, 
was another small colony of the well-to-do English, a 
rival to Mourino. The great Empress Catherine, it seems, 
disliking the duU monotony of the coast-road, caused 
the land through which it runs to be cut up into transverse 
strips, and distributed amongst her courtiers with com- 
mand to build houses, and lay out parks and gardens, 
on them. Several of these houses were stiU standing in 
my time, and in one of them, known as Litdnia, Uved 
£. H. Ebsworth, as genial a man as ever Uved — outside 
his office — local chief of the great industrial firm ^ from 
which Millers, Cazalets and others drew millions in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. Here, in summer, 
he and his clever wife, dispensed lavish hospitality to 
their many friends, and to strangers who were lucky 
enough to bring introductions to them, while near by 
dwelt others of the British community hardly less hos- 
pitable. There were tennis-lawns in plenty, gardens, 
pine-woods, ornamental water, and, across the high-road, 
meadow, marsh and sea — or rather the rush-bordered 
fresh-water gulf at either end of which lay St. Petersburg 
and Kronstadt. 

Birds were protected at Litdnia and, as their charming 
habit is, they repaid their human friends by an adorable 
confidence in breeding-time. There is no spring, in our 
sense of the word, in northern Russia ; one week, say the 
second or third in May, all the trees are bare, snow still 

1 " Sir William Miller & Co." 
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lurks in shady places, from the feathered tribes are heard 
only fitful pipings, and no flowers blow. A fortnight 
later stunmer is in full bloom or nearly so, every leaf 
and flower, every bird and beast striving riotously to 
make up for a late beginning by exerting themselves to 
the utmost in the main business of their lives, growth 
and reproduction, with all that this implies. So that 
while the deciduous trees and shrubs, garden bushes and 
waste-land brakes hastily don their fullest verdure, one 
flower after another opens out in a succession so rapid 
as to be quite bewildering, tall grasses spring and, in short, 
weeds, good and ill, grow up apace. Meantime nests 
seem to get built in a day, and you have hardly had a 
chance to find them — ^when lo I they have eggs, a little 
later callow broods, then full-fledged young, and final 
emptiness! 

The luxuriant growth and vast abundance of the wild 
flowers strikes even the least observant of western visitors 
with amazement ; and in so far as regards numbers, it is 
much the same with the birds. Of most species it may be 
said that they are there in profusion or not at all. Tlius, 
in the Litdnia garden, in the course of a dewy morning or 

two, A , our best hand at such things, fotmd no fewer 

than seven nightingales' nests, all with eggs in them. 
The chorus that used to rise in the never-dark nights may 
be imagined, with the anthems of song-thrush and n^ssel- 
thrush, blackbird and black-cap, and many another, to 
open and close it, morning and evening, though it must 
be admitted that the nightingales in Northern Russia 
never, to my ear at least, attained the richness and 
variety, or " full-throated ease " of our own. The less 
wonder, then, if more than one light sleeper of my 
acquaintance ended by anathematising the wakeful bird 
as heartily as the proverbial huntsman " them stinking 
violets.'' But a far worse plague, when a field of rye or 
barley grew close to the house you slept in, was the 
corn-crake, whose harsh monotonous k-r-e-k, k-r-e-k, 
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endlessly repeated, might well drive a man crazy. How- 
ever, there were better things. From a bedroom window 
in the Red Dacha, one of the houses on the same property, 
I have watched the golden orioles building their hanging 
nests beneath the horizontal branch of an aspen not 
20 yards away, and, by the way, the oriole's fluty call-note 
is so easy to imitate tiiat one year I succeeded in making 

even A announce prematurely the arrival of this 

welcome spring visitor. In a wall of the same house 
robins, comparatively rare birds in those parts, built one 
summer in a hole meant to receive, nightly, the shutter- 
bar of a groimd-floor window, with the result that, rather 
than destroy the nest, my friends the owners and their 
guests ran the risk of burglary, or worse, till the brood 
had flown. But that a Litdnia burglar might, possibly, 
strike no tragic note was proved some years later when 
L. C, an embassy secretary, woke one night to see an 
obese individual in the act of waddUng out through his 
bedroom door. He gave chase in scant attire, and having 
overtaken and captured the stranger proceeded with the 
aid of Mikhail, the butler, to divest him successively 
— ^as one peels an onion— of no less than three good English 
suits of clothes — dress, day, and flannels — ^before the 
villain stood revealed, a lanky degenerate, in his own 
red-cotton shirt and shoddy trousers. 

In August, already, birds from the farther North began 
passing in their thousands, for the most part invisibly, 
though certain wild-fowl and the double-snipe made 
happy exceptions. Then, with the first autumn frosts, 
they, and the stunmer residents with them, flew south- 
wards ; but one year, on my balcony at Lfgovo, a pair of 
swallows had the imprudence to hatch out a second or 
perhaps a third brood in mid-September! The frosts 
came ; all the rest of the tribe had long been preparing 
for flight, and many of them had seemed not a Uttle 
disturbed by the domestic affairs of my rash Uttle friends. 
This culminated one day in a remarkable scene. For 
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some hours swallows came singly, in pairs, in dozens 
of pairs, flying into my balcony, fluttering up to the nest 
where the helpless young ones gaped at them, and away 
again, shrieking and twittering all the time, and saying 
most plainly : " We told you so I we told you so ! the 
frost has come, we must dU fly south, there's not a day 
to be lost. We can't wait any longer. Poor little things, 
you'll be frozen to death or lost on the way, flying all 
alone. Oh dear, oh dear, we told you so I " This went 
on till sunset. Next day there was not a swallow left 
save only the unfortunates on my balcony. However, 
the next few days were mild, the brave parents fed their 
young assiduously, and watched and cared for them till 
their wings grew strong. Then they, too, all disappeared, 
and I tried to beUeve that they reached Persia, at least, 
or perhaps Egypt in safety. 

Red-backed shrikes were common, and their gruesome 
larders might be seen not infrequently in the high black- 
thorn hedges. Many others of our garden birds frequented 
the place, sweetly familiar; and sometimes from the 
neighbouring pine-woods, to remind us that England, 
after all, it was not, came the harsh, weird laughter of 
the great black, red-headed woodpecker. But to enum- 
erate all the birds I saw and noted in Russia would be 
tedious. I will only add therefore the names of some that 
were more especially noticeable by reason of their strange- 
ness, their beauty, or the circumstances attending their 
occurrence. In the North we had of birds that turn white, 
or whiter, in winter — ^the snowy owl, the Greenland falcon 
— ^both rarely — ^the willow-grouse, hardly to be distin- 
guished, at that season, from the ptarmigan, and the 
snow-bunting, flocks of which appear " along the roads ", 
(as their Russian name podordjniki implies) after the 
New Year, to be slaughtered in numbers for the table. 
The Rilssian buU-finches exceed our own in size and depth 
of colouring, and it was a delight in the far forests of 
016nets to see them gather round our blazing log-fires. 
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their beauty enhanced by contrast of rosy, ptiffed-out 
breasts with the surrounding snow. Cross-bills, pine- 
grosbeaks and wax-wings, the great-tit and blue-tit, 
the nuthatch and even the deUcate tree-creeper likewise 
defy the rigours of the northern winter, or, at most, in 
seasons of exceptional severity, make their way as far 
south as the wooded parts of Little Russia. It will be 
seen, therefore, that the non-migratory birds of the 
North are chiefly : — such as find their sustenance, whether 
animal or vegetable, on the trees; birds such as the 
capercailzie, black-game, partridges and willow-grouse, 
big and strong enough to get at their food — ^berries and 
shoots — ^under the snow ; and those birds of prey, whose 
quarry likewise remains in the North. In short, migration 
depends not on the degree of heat or cold, but on the 
possibiUty of obtaining a sufBiciency of the right kind of 
food. Even in the cases above mentioned of winter- 
residents driven south by severe weather it is, probably, 
not the cold itself but the effect of the cold in sealing up 
the stores of provender — ^in the crevices of the bark, 
beneath the snow, or elsewhere — that determines their 
flight. 

The hooded-crows ahghted in the streets of the capital 
with just the action of the Uttle Dutch (or Flemish) 
angels in one of Rembrandt's pictures in the Hermitage, 
wherein a very homely Virgin watches her precious 
babe asleep in a wicker cradle. Magpies and jays were 
very conmion, especially the former. They were seldom 
innumerous enough to foretell less than twins I The 
Siberian jay, a dull-plimiaged bird, I saw only in Finland. 
Game-birds are, or were, extremely numerous and of 
most deUcious flavour, whether plain-roast, en casserole, 
or stewed with smetdna, the soured cream which is the 
soul of Russian cookery. If there is a better-eating bird 
than the double-snipe I have yet to taste it ; while hazel- 
grouse {gelinotte, rydbchik), yoimg black-game and quite 
young capercailzie, to mention no more, are hard to beat. 
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The birds of prey throughout Russia are common, in 
great variety, and many of them highly interesting. An 
Lperial 4le. the stv&ed skin of wUch longlidomed 
my dining-room, fell a victim to his own gluttony. My 
friend E. D. had shot an elk at Ostramdnsha one winter, 
and a fortnight later I happened to take my stand at the 
same spot on a similar errand. Presently I became aware 
of something moving on the snow in front of me, but 
screened by small fir-trees. The elk, if any were there, 
would not be out for some time as the drive was a long 
one, so I made my way forward, plunging through deep 
wet snow, and saw to my surprise an eagle flapping his 
wings in an attempt to rise, while from his beak streamed 
entrails of elk which he vainly endeavoured to disgorge. 
After a somewhat arduous chase, for I was heavily 
clothed, I succeeded in knocking the bird on the head, 
and in death my victim was unselfish enough to facilitate 
removal by clasping one foot roimd the other so tightly 
that an hour afterwards I could with difiiculty disengage 
them. As it was, I put my gun between the eagle's 
legs and carried him at ease over my shoulder. In the 
southern steppes the great-bustard (drofd) was the 
noblest bird, the Uttle-bustard {sirepeid) the hardest to 
get, though in late autumn exceedingly numerous, some 
flocks numbering thousands. In the Caucasus the great 
megaloperdix, haunting the snow-line ; the rose-coloured 
pastor, locust fed on Caspian shores; the roller, loud- 
voiced and impudent ; the bee-eater, of which little flocks 
would flutter curiously round my head as I rode over 
some of the lower (transverse) passes, uttering quaint 
short notes ; and the dainty hoopoe — ^all these and more 
were my delight and are so still, though now, alas, in 
memory only. 

I could never sufficiently admire the handiness and self- 
sufficing ways of the northern peasant, whether Russian 
or Finn. In his ttdup (wide-skirted coat of sheep-skin 
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with the wool inside) felt boots {vdlenki), an axe in his 
belt, matches in his pocket and a hunch of bread some- 
where about him, he would set ofi unconcernedly in any 
weather, with the chance of spending one or more nights 
in the woods. Choosing a dead, dried-up tree, such as 
never fail in the unkept forest, he would soon have it 
down, when wanted, and chopped into logs several feet 
long. These he would dispose in such a way — ^lengthwise, 
one above two— that a fire once started, which with 
birch*bark or other kindling ever at hand presented no 
difficulty, would bum a long night through. There is 
little or no wind in the woods, but if the frost be intense 
the faintest draught is keenly felt ; in that case a perfect 
screen can be built of snow, and, indeed, the heat of the 
fire soon causes the logs to sink, so that, automatically, 
a shelter is formed, which, if desired, can be made yet 
more perfect by a partial roofing of branches. I have 
vivid and most pleasant recollections of nights thus 
passed or, more often, of an hour or so before and after 
midnight, the silent time between the evening and the 
morning toks,^ a time so fascinating that I seldom slept, 
but talked instead with the keeper, drawing from him 
what I could of his forest-lore, his knowledge of bird and 
of beast, and the details of his own existence and sur- 
roundings. Or, if one did nod ofi it was slumber not sleep 
that came, of that precious quality which preserves a 
vague continuity with the conscious state immediately 
preceding it, and on such an occasion as this can steep 
one's very soul in bUss. 

My first venture after capercailzie remains vividly 
impressed on my mind not only because everything then 
was new, but because, by chance, it included elements 
more dramatic than did any subsequent outing of the 
kind. It was Schouviloff, of course, who gave me this 
earliest opportunity to stalk and kill the giant " cock 
of the woods " ; it would have hurt him to know that 

^ See anU, p. 91 note. 
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some one else had done so.! We drove down to V^e- 
miaki in time to dine at the Lodge, in a room walled romid 
with glass-cases full of the smaller four-footed beasts, 
from the wolf downwards, and of birds up to wild-geese 
and swans, the latest addition being a red-throated diver. 
A great brown bear, a wooden tray in its fore-paws, 
stood as dumb-waiter in one comer ; an elk's head hung 
over one door; a capercailzie blind and deaf — ^head 
upturned, neck bent, wings drooping, tail outspread — 
seemed in act to utter his quaint love-note above another. 
With cofiee, in came Andr&, head-keeper^ — a keen, but 
unprepossessing individual, of forty years or more, with 
ferrety eyes, lank yellow hair and beard, and jagged teeth, 
too often displayed. He was probably a cross between 
Russian and Finn. As already related, he was devoted, 
not altogether unselfishly we may fairly suppose, to P&vel 
P4vlovich, the son of his master. Count Paul, yet full of 
cringing servility — one could not blame him, it could 
hardly be otherwise — to my friend who leased the shooting 
and paid all the wages. Aiidi6i now made his report 
with much bowing and scraping. The count knew every 
hole and comer of the estate, and had known them before 
Andr6i was bom, so that it was useless to try any tricks 
at this stage. We learnt which of the toks were most fre- 
quented that year, and my friend, as a matter of course 
— ^he was incapable by nature of acting otherwise — 
assigned the best to me. We started presently, on pony- 
back, but having reached a point in the forest where 
three or more paths diveiged we dismounted and pro- 
ceeded separately on foot, avoiding, as the superstition 
is, any mutual wish for good-luck. I had gone but a 
Uttle way when the count's voice was heard in high and 
peremptory tones : '* Andrei ! Andr^ I Kudd-je ? (Where 
to ? ") We retraced our steps to find my friend nearly 
speechless with rage ; Andrei, by now, being white with 
fear. It appeared that sometldng in the man's voice 
or manner had roused my friend's suspicions ; he had, 

6.R. Q 
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therefore, after going a short way only, stepped behind a 
tree, turned, and caught Andr^ in the act of leading me 
towards a very different iok to the one agreed upon, 
his object being to keep the best for Pdvel Pdvlovich, 
probably by agreement with him. G>unt Peter said no 
more than was necessary now ; the scene I have referred 
to ^ took place next morning at the lodge ; buthesentthe 
culprit home with the ponies ; took, as his own attendant, 
the man who had the care of them ; and gave me in 
charge to the second*keeper. There was no fear of my 
being led astray again that night 1 

After a while we left the beaten track and made our 
way amongst tall pines and spruces, the ground in many 
places being white with snow, firm but not crusted, an 
inch of it representing a foot or more of what had fallen 
from time to time during the winter months. It was now 
dark under the trees, the birds that had been singing 
lustily when first ,we came out ceased one by one, till 
only the cuckoo was still to be heard, and even he became 
silent at last. Presently, the keeper stopped, handed me 
my gun and put his hand to his ear ; then nodded and 
pointed in a certain direction. He listened again and 
said Slishno ? (Do you hear?) But I heard nothing 
unless it were the beating of my heart. A moment later 
he took firmly hold of my left arm and whispering Pr^gai 
(jump) we jumped together making three long strides. 
Then, a pause, and the process was repeated, save only 
that this time at the second jtunp I sank knee-deep in 
spongy soil and no third stride was possible. Now, this 
is of the very essence of capercailzie stalking. His song 
begins with a short, sharp '' tuck " ; if he is in form, 
and quite unafraid, this sound is repeated after a few 
seconds ; then again and again, at diminishing intervals, 
each " tuck " becoming " tucka," till the song is one 
continuous ripple of sound ending with a sort of frantic, 
prolonged chuwish-sh-sh t Whilst deUvering himself of 

> P. 91. 
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this last note the bird — posed as above described — is in 
ecstasy, his eyes and ears hermetically sealed ; and no 
noise or sight, not even the iBash and roar of a gun fired just 
below him, has the slightest effect on a creature at other 
times as alert as any in all the woodland, whether on two 
legs or on four. It is during the uttering of the chuwish- 
sh-sh, and then only, that any movement can be made 
by the stalker, with impunity. Sometimes only one jump, 
more often two, seldom more than three can be made, 
and, as stated, where your last jump ends, however 
awkward, even painful, your posture may be — ^thigh 
deep, perhaps, in a patch of bog, snow or water ; face 
downwards in a prickly bush — that posture you must 
keep and hold, making not the slightest noise or move- 
ment ; for the great bird, as if aware of the peril his 
passion may bring him, becomes immediately after the 
conclusion of his song more wary than ever, and it takes 
but the merest suspicion of human presence to make him 
fly ofi with a noise of thunder, or cease singing for a 
time or, as far as you and that night are concerned, alto- 
gether. If there is no alarm, the " tuck " " tuck " will 
soon begin again, and song follow song with hardly a 
pause between. The approach is then easy and the 
stalker is soon up to the tree near the top of which the 
bird sits ; • but then comes, often enough, a new difficulty, 
for it is hard at times to make out which of many ink- 
black patches against the nearly black sky is the bird. 
Beginners, and, even, on occasion, old hands, may make 
a mistake and fire at a branch. In such case if you have 
waited duly for the chuwish-sh'Sh no harm is done ; the 
bird hears nothing, sees nothing, and you wiU hardly 
make the same mistake twice running. If, however, the 
shot was fired at any other moment, you will have had 
your trouble for nothing — away goes the bird and if 
a capercailzie is bagged that night, you may be sure it 
is not that one I 

One most annoying trick the capercailzie has, for, 
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occasionally — ^as E. D. reminds me — ^for some reason 
miknown he will sing while running about on the ground, 
with the result that the bewildered sportsman, puzzled 
as to whether there may not be two or more birds singing, 
turns now to the right, now to the left, and, finally, 
as likely as not, flushes his prey from the ground while 
searching for him in the tree-tops. The flying-shot that 
follows, through the trees, in the dark, is hardly worth 
chancing. 

But my own first venttu-e had a different ending. It 
was not until we had made our jumps three times that I 
mj^self began to hear the first notes of the song, to which 
an imaccustomed ear "catches on" with no small 
difficulty. Then a rather long pause occurred. The 
fourth time the keeper let me go on alone ; there was a 
still longer pause, and when I jiunped again I ended upon 
one knee in a patch of snow. The next noise I heard 
was something very different to the love-song of caper- 
cailzie or any other amorist ; for it was a most distinct 
cracking and smashing of branches. 

I was new to the Russian forest by night ; indeed, it 
was my firet experience in it. but I had enough knowledge 
to be sure that unless my keeper had gone crazy and was 
breaking branches in a rage, which was exceedingly 
unlikely, the sound I heard could only be made by a 
bear. I kept very still, though near freezing, for I had 
no fur-jacket on, and again heard the noise, but this 
time it was rather a scratching and rending than a break- 
ing noise, and somewhat further off. A Uttle longer and 
I rose to my feet ; I was cold and stiff, the tips of my 
ears were frozen, one foot freezing, and I could bear it 
no more. The bird, too, was silent. The keeper now came 
up, and the first thing he said was, excitedly : "A bear, 
Iv4n Ivdnovich, a bear ! Did you hear it ? " We waited 
a bit, and then as all was still went in the direction whence 
the sounds had come. I had already loaded with bullets, 
but there was Uttle hope that the beast would give me a 
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chance of shooting. We came presently on his tracks in 
the snow, and the keeper pointed out where a big pine 
had been flayed of its bark to a height of several feet 
from the ground upwards. " The bear heard you jumping 
and was angry. See, Ivin Ivinovich, how he has barked 
the tree I " 

The excitement had more than made up for getting no 
capercailzie in the evening tok, which was now over. 
We took our way to where a shelter had been made and 
a fire Ut, and for two hours or so I talked to my com- 
panion of bears and their ways, and of other things, or 
drowsed, waiting for the dawn. The cuckoo, last to 
salute the woods was the first to wake them again.^ 
We then moved back to the tok ; I successfully stalked 
and shot my first capercailzie, and walked home to the 
lodge after sunrise, with nothing of a bag, truly, but more 
than satisfied with my varied experience — ^Andr6i's 
treachery, my own toil and sufEeiing (for I was rather 
sharply frost-bitten), the spice of danger, the novelty 
of the sport, the songs and calls of birds of many kinds^ 
resumed, in some cases, at least after dawn in inverse 
order to that of their leaving ofi after simdown — ^in short, 
all the fascination and glamour of sport in the northern 
forest by night and in spring-time. 

Shooting black-game in spring was much less exciting 
than stalking capercailzie, but, in its way, quite as 
interesting. The method was to put up a shaldshka 
(wigwam) of boughs at the tok and ensconce oneself in 
it overnight, with or without a companion. Further 
to attract the birds, one or two decoys of wood, papier- 
mach^, or stufied skins would be fixed upon stripped 
pine or spruce stems, 12-20 feet high, at the edge of the 
tok. Towards dawn, with startling suddenness, the male 

*■ Of one such occasion (8/20th Blay, 1888) I find in my diary that, 
save for the noise of wild-duck passing overhead, there was silence in 
the woods from midnight for one hour only — ^the cuckoo beginning his 
can again at 12.57 ^•™- precisely. But the middle of May is a very 
late date lor gluhhdr (capercailzie) stalking. 
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birds, who had been gatherix)|[ silently in the trees near 
by, would come to the ground with a weird swishing of 
many wings, challenge each other noisily, and, after much 
preliminary sparring, engage in desperate, or seemingly 
desperate, combats, while the grey-hens looked on 
demurely from the neighbouring covert, ready to extend 
their favours to the victors in the fight, as the way is of 
the sex throughout the realm of Nature. Some writers 
deride the black-cock as a sham hero who only pretends 
to deal deadly blows at his rival ; but I think tiie accusa- 
tion unjust, and, in any case, feathers fly, there is such 
strutting and posturing, so lively a jumping and pecking 
and ruffling, so vain-glorious a spreading and drooping 
of wings and of tail, and such a tail — ^in fine, so gallant 
and amusing a show that small wonder should it win 
the approval of the human onlooker no less than of the 
lurking hen-birds. 

At a good tok many couples battle at one and the same 
time, and it is then that the Russian sportsman thrusts 
his gun-barrels through the boughs of the shaldshka, 
and slaughters, one after the other, the fighting birds, 
to the niunber, it may be, of a dozen or more ; for their 
excitement is so great that the noise and flash of the gun 
frightens them, if at all, for a moment only. I confess 
to having kiUed a bird or two in this fashion now and 
then, but with some compunction, and for the most 
part I was more than content just to sit and watch the 
show. £. D. would leave his gim at home and pick ofi 
the more distant birds with a rook-rifle. 

He reminds me that cock ' capers ' have the immoral 
habit of forsaking their legitimate spouses in favour of 
the grey-hens and swaggering into the black-cock toks. 
One such intruder he picked ofi with his small-bore, and 
still has, stufied, to remind him of happy days, or nights, 
gone by. By way of revenge, perhaps, or out of sheer 
wantonness the lady ' capers,' too, come creeping round 
and console the black-cocks on the sly. The results of 
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this depravity are hybrids, of which I have seen many 
specimens, clearly betraying their irregular origin. 

We also shot black-game, as well as capercailzie, 
willow-grouse and partridges, over dogs, in the orthodox 
manner; and black-game, capercailzie, woodcock and 
rydbchik, when in luck, at our woodland drives in 
autiunn. It was then that good shooting told, for the 
birds flew fast and high, and, often enough, the glade 
or clearing we stood in was too narrow to allow of even 
momentary hesitation, far less of second thoughts — or 
second shots. 

Posting one night to Vdrtemiaki I had changed horses 
at P&rgolovo, the intermediate station; we had just 
turned off from the Viborg road, a distance of Uttle more 
than a mile, every yard of which had been enUvened by 
the jangling of the bells tied imder the arched dugd, and 
the alternate objurgations and endearments addressed 
by the yetnshcMk to his horses in a bunch or individually, 
including such choice epithets as goliibchik (Uttle pigeon), 
mazurik (scoundrel), razboiniki (robbers), culminating in 
khoUra (cholera — ^an echo of the great epidemic of 1831), 
when the off galloper {pristidjka) stumbled in a snow- 
drift and the yemshcMk, driven to an extreme, ejaculated 
Akh ti, bezyd^odnaye boldto I (oh, thou, berryless bog I). 
His voice from the beginning had soimded vaguely 
famiUar ; now I knew why, and I cried out : " Ah, my 
old friend, how goes it ? " He turned half round, but it 
was too dark to make me out. " Eh bdrin, you know me ? " 
" Rather I were you not once on the Archangel road — 
let me see, five or six years ago ? " " Why, yes, and I 
wish I were there still; I was better off there." He 
entered into a long explanation of why this was so, 
interlarded with abuse or encouragement addressed to 
his horses, and we kept up a broken conversation the 
rest of the way. At the end of the journey I gave him 
an extra good tip, for which he thanked me exuberantly ; 
but the reader will be asking, "Why berryless bog? " 
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and that is just what, in a round-about way, I hope to 
explain. 

In describing my first troika drive ^ I mentioned the 
Devi4tkina bogs. The name was properly that of a very 
small village at the edge of the wood two miles north of 
Mourino ; but we applied it also to the stretch of moor 
and marshland beyond, up to the first hills, through 
which the road to Toksovo and on to Ostram&nsha wound. 
The wood has long been cut down, and a considerable 
population transplanted to Devi4tkina from other vil- 
lages which had to be demolished as the range of artillery 
increased, they being in the line of fire from the polygon, 
or base, at Oldita. But in the dajrs I write of all this was 
yet to come. Schouv41o£E rented from the Departments 
of War and the Marine the shooting rights over all this 
stretch of coimtry, whether open or wooded, and I, for 
ten years, had the full enjoyment of them. This was more 
especially the case with the late summer and autunm 
shooting, as my friend nearly alwa}^ went abroad at 
that time of year, to Carlsbad or some such place, for 
health's sake, leaving me in sole possession. 

I would then go to Mourino, claim the hospitaUty of 
one or other friend there, and, in return, take them out 
after " doubles " or other game. Sometimes I would 
start ofi at midnight, alone, gim on shoulder, cross the 
wooden bridge over the dark-flowing Okhta, and walk 
through the Woods to the lonely cottage where dwelt 
one of Schouv&lofE's keepers, Matti by name, knock him 
up and trudge ofE over moor and marsh after wildfowl. 
This branch of sport had for me, as for so many other 
shooters, a wonderful fascination, and I was far too im- 
pressionable not to find a " fearful " pleasure in my 
lonely tramps through the darksome woods, where I 
knew that many a bright-eyed creature, from shrew- 
mice up to elk or bear, might be watching every move- 
ment of the strange invader of their solitude. I trod 

ip. II. 
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silently, for the most part, on moss or pine-needles, so 
that it was sometimes startlingly close at hand that bird 
or beast — great or small — ^mov^ off with sudden swish 
or rustle, or even with bending and breaking of twigs 
and of branches. 

Matti was a Finn, Kke most of the population from 
Devi&tkina northwards, and, as usual in those parts, 
which had been detached from Finland since 1809, his 
Finnish had lost its purity while his Russian was indes- 
cribably comic, both in phrase and in accent. Still more 
so was the mixed jargon he addressed to his dogs, the 
terms used being such as he had picked up from Dietz 
and others who, as usual, above a certain class in Russia, 
spoke several languages. " EUdorp I " suggested an 
Arabic derivation, till I found that it was meant for 
" Hold-up I " But it was when a half-taught pointer 
dashed off in pursuit of a hare that Matti's vocabulary 
came to full fruition with ** PirkaUf-sdiana (a favourite 
Finnish redupUcation of " devil ")— come 'ere — e-se 
(French id) — ^fwee-fogel (German pfui-vogel, a warning 
against birds that were not game,") all this in one breath I 
The culminating attribution of wings to a hare was made, 
of course, quite unconsciously. 

One night Matti and I walked off to a reedy tarn or 
mere, to the left of the road in the first folds of the 
Toksovo hills. He rowed me in a crazy boat to a small 
mud-flat near the centre, where he had put down a 
lidless packing-case with a plank across it for seat and 
rushes all roimd by way of screen. Here I was to wait 
for wild-duck which would infallibly come in great 
numbers at dawn. " I'll come back for you when ybu've 
done shoothig. / don't think it will sink," said Matti, 
and with that rather dubious commendation of all that 
stood between me and a mud-bath, or possibly a muddy 
grave, he pushed off and disappeared in the darkness. 
I waited patiently. The water in the box rose so slowly 
that with a sardine-tin for bailer, my fears in this respect 
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were soon relieved ; I had high, water-proof boots on, 
too, so that even wet feet were not in prospect, and hardly 
had the first faint streaks of dawn lightened the eastern 
sky when with a rush of welcome sound the first four 
or five wild-duck swept by overhead, then roimd the far 
side of the mere, made another and another circuit, 
each shorter than the last, volplaned downwards, and, 
next moment, with a multiple splashing followed by a 
brief chorus of contented " quack-quacks," settled on the 
water. The process was repeated again and again, single 
ducks, pairs, whole flights arriving in rapid succession 
imtil two hundred or more birds must have been assembled 
in the gradually brightening waters of the Uttle hill-tarn. 

I ought to have waited longer — on other occasions I 
did — ^but this first time I was unable to resist the tempta- 
tion to fire into " the brown," as a belated party was 
just about to settle on the surface of the water. What 
followed I shall never forget. The whole two hundred 
rose at once, or all but two or three of them, with a noise 
that I will not attempt to describe, and, climbing rapidly, 
sailed ofi in steady flight for the more distant marshes, 
whence, that morning at least, not one of them returned. 
Matti soon came ofi in a boat, and we searched the water 
for my presumed victims; but I had evidently killed 
nothing outright, and the reeds gave too good a shelter 
for wounded Inrds to allow us a chance of finding them, 
so that I set ofi homeward somewhat disconsolately. 
Luckily, crossing the marshes, I put up and killed a 
brace of teal and a golden-plover, and also brought down 
a solitary mallard flying high overhead. My reputation 
was saved both with Matti and my hostess at Mourino, 
whose larder I had undertaken to replenish. 

At other times, when doubles were reported, I would 
start in the morning for Matti's hut with a friend or 
two, jHck up him and his dogs and spend a long day in 
the open. The first mile or so was dry land, thick-grown 
with heather, but still more with low berry-bearing 
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plants such as bilberry, bearberry, cowberry and others.^ 
Here, while not far from the woods, we might chance 
now and then on a covey of black-game ; but for the 
most part would find only willow-grouse, less than half 
white at this time of year, and a brown hare or two. 
The dry belt ceased abruptly where the ground — ^in no 
place high — sank slightly down to become almost imme- 
diately marshland, rough with rank and coarse grass in 
spring, but in autumn a surface level and wet, with hay 
gathered sparsely in stacks, the size of those roped for 
carriage in Scotland* These were of no Uttle use to hide 
our movements from the shyer birds. The soil here, 
or so I understood, was teaming with luscious food for 
snipe whether double, single or the diminutive jack, 
but especially with the larvae of our childhood's wonder, 
poor Daddy-longlegs. Something, in any case, there 
must have been to attract the birds, for in due season 
they would appear (the doubles, I mean) in considerable 
numbers and afford me and my friends no little pleasure, 
not so much indeed for the sport they gave, their Sight 
being straight and low, but, that arriving lean and dry 
from their long journey, they soon fattened to such a 
degree that, falling to our shot on a hard patch of ground 
their breasts would actually burst open, and as I say 
elsewhere — it bears repetition — the double snipe is the 
most deUdous bird to eat — on this side of the Atlantic, 
of course, for our American friends will never admit 
that anything we have in Europe can compare with their 
own produce, and that is why I am eternally grateful 
to a certain lady, wife of an Oregon senator — "sweet- 
heart " she called him — ^to whom, sitting on the Great 
Wall of China, munching persimmons for want of some- 
thing better, I spoke, out of poUteness, of the fruits of 

' It is the cowberry, Vaccinium viHs idaea, not the cranberry. 
OxycoccHS palustris, that the Russians eat in the form of a preserve 
with game, especially with black-game and hazel-grouse (rydbchih, 
gelinotte). The cranberry is usually preferred as a sweetmeat, each 
berry whitened with powdered sugar. 
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California. " California ! *' cried she, " why, we go there 
every winter — but we take our fruit with us!" 

Snipe were not plentiful in the Devidtkina marshes and 
bogs, but in sununer and autumn never quite wanting. 
They rose abruptly and flew twisting and turning like 
their fellows farther west, in Great Britain and Ireland ; 
moreover, they kept to the wetter portions of the maxsh, 
and, having a way, so at least my experience taught me, 
of getting up by preference behind one's right shoulder 
just at the moment when left leg or right had found 
bottom at two feet or more beneath the surface, shooting 
them was a feat one might well be proud of — ^when it 
happened I Jack-snipe, also, were to be found each year 
in exiguous numbers. On the other hand, golden-plovers 
were fairly common, and gathered in autimm in flocks. 
The doubles were, with few exceptions, birds of passage, 
alighting only to feed, on their way south in autumn ; 
but of the plovers, sandpipers of many kinds, ru& and 
reeves, and others, also, mainly passers-by, not a few 
nested with us. In its lowest part the marsh was so wet 
that save in very dry autumns it was full of little streams 
and pools. On these one might find both teal and wild- 
duck, nor, thanks to the hay-stacks, were they difficult 
to approach. We were too far north for storks, but 
cranes bred annually in the vaster expanse of the marshes 
to eastward and would fly over, daily, with solemn 
" clonk, clonk,'' to feed on our ground. On the further 
side of the marsh (northwards) where the ground began 
to rise, and in August grass of Parnassus bloomed, curlew 
were not rare. I shot one as a specimen, but in general 
was only too glad to watch their flight and listen to their 
quaint whistUng notes without molesting them. Over the 
first rise was the tarn already spoken of ; beyond, the 
road wound through low hills vntti a good deal of brush- 
wood, and now and then timber, between, till passing a 
narrow isthmus, with the Toksovo lakes on either side, 
it rose steeply to where a large, plain red-brick church 
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with very tall steeple stood dominating the country 
for many miles romid and calling the lutheran Finns 
from their far-scattered homesteads to prayer. In the 
lower hills Schouv&lof! and I, and his other friends, shot 
many a wolf and fox, to say nothing of lesser game, and 
once, it happened that a party of wolves having baffled 
cm' trackers by keeping continually on the prowl till 
nightfall, we were already in our troikas about to depart, 
when a keeper came glichng up and declared that he had 
ringed the quarry in a mere patch of birch-wood on the 
very edge of the western lake. It was too dark then to 
shoot, and doubt was thrown by some on the keeper's 
story ; but by good luck the full moon would rise in an 
hour, the sky was clear, and Schouv&loff, prince Ivdn 
Golftsin and I decided to try our luck. We took our 
places in absolute silence, waited till the moon was well 
up, drove the ring with trackers only, and bagged three 
wolves, I one of them — a fine big fellow — ^the prettiest 
shoot of the kind that I remember 1 

Woodcock are widely spread and fairly conunon in 
Northern Russia, where they are mostly shot in the late 
spring when making their strange " nuptial " flights 
— ^so-called — along the " cock-roads " by the red after- 
glow so usual in the North at that time of year. These, 
too, I shot at Toksovo— and elsewhere. In Vor6ne] I saw 
them in autumn in large numbers, but these were birds 
of passage on their way to the Caspian Sea and to Persia. 
In Finland one June day I flushed a woodcock from my 
very feet and had the luck to see, clearly, a young one 
being carried to safety between the parent-bird's legs. 

To these Toksovo hills we sometimes came — I and my 
fellow-members of the Yukki Ski-ing Club with our 
guests — ^and accomplished what in those days, with toe- 
straps only, were no mean performances — so at least 
we thought, then, and so I think still. No ski had been 
seen in Switzerland up to that time, and, outside Scandi- 
navia, we were the only amateurs in existence. 
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The Yukki Club, by the way, had from first to last, 
tiiree rules, and three only, viz. : Rule No. i : In this 
club there are no rules ; to which we added after a time : 
Rule No. 172 (in regaid chiefly to food and drink, which 
members took with them) : Ask for nothing, help yourself; 
and, finally, Rule 365 : Never go out alone. This last was 
meant in all seriousness, for after an accident or two we 
realised the folly of risking death from the mere twisting 
of an ankle, to say nothing of severer injuries — yet that 
and not less must inevitably have resulted from inability 
to move or summon aid when away in the woods or at 
the bottom, say, of a wind-swept-hill, in hard frost, 
lightly clad as we always were and, in all probalnlity, 
sweating freely. 

I have mentioned more than once the Toksovo lakes. 
The low, western shore of the left-hand lake going north 
gave a striking example of how in these parts, through 
various stages, water becomes in the course of time dry 
land. For there all sorts of floating debris and weeds 
collect and get matted together. Then seeds are brought 
by the wind, or by birds, or the waters in flood ; marsh 
plants grow, their roots strike down, humus accumulates 
and the floating bank becomes thicker and denser. It is 
then what is called a floating bog, on which one may ven- 
ture in peril of one's life on ski, but on nothing else. 
I did so once and again, after snipe and other birds, but 
realizing the folly of the proceeding, for the whole surface 
shook and death leered up at me from sudden crevices 
and slimy pools, I made no third adventure. In course 
of time, or all the time, the firm grouad extends slowly, 
by accretion, into the lake, which, being nowhere deep 
save just under the steep east bank, will one day be 
reduced to Uttle more than a pond. The same process, of 
course, must have been going on in countless places all 
over northern Russia, changing slowly the whole face of 
the country. 

In FinlsLud, once, starting from Hottaka lake in my 
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Canadian canoe, we entered through a reedy channel 
what was marked on the only available map as a sheet 
of water a mile or more in width. We soon found ourselves 
in a marsh or bog of a peculiarly treacherous character, 
but forced our way onwards, thinking soon to reach 
open water. Before long, movement in any direction 
became all but impossible, the fact being, as we learnt 
afterwards, that the whole expanse had been undergoing 
conversion into dry land since the bursting of a dam some 
thirty years back, giving the Vuoksa a new and much 
shorter vent to Lake L4doga. We were three strong men 
in the canoe, but it was only by the utmost exertion, 
rising and thrusting all together at word of command, 
" One, two, three — ^away I " and gaining not more than 
a foot at a time that we eventually won through to a 
stream that joined the Vuoksa. The consistency of the 
mud may be gauged by our efforts ; yet nowhere would 
the surface have supported even a small child, while the 
depth was greater than our paddles could fathom. We 
spent three hours and more in that horrible place. 

But what, after all, of our " berryless bog " ? Well, 
the bogs in Russia — not the marshes, where of edible 
fruits only the cranberry grows, but the peaty bogs — 
grow berries in such astounding profusion that I can 
well imagine my yemshcMk thinking that a bog without a 
berry must be beyond all comparison the most desolate 
and abominable place on earth — and rightly, therefore, 
the ultimate term of reproach to be hurled at a horse no 
other term of abuse— or endearment — ^had kept from 
stumbling. 



CHAPTER XII 

The StoytoofE coup d*Hai — ^Russia and Bulgariar-^Tlie Constanti- 
nople Conference— Alexander III. and his nephew — " A 
saddle on a cow " — Sir Robert Morier — ^Lob-nor — Serbia 
invades Bulgaria — Jomini — Prince Alexander takes Pirot — 
Biela's comet — SchouvdlofE and Spain — ^The state of Europe 
— ^First meeting with Sir Robert Morier — ^A strange beast — 
A king's funeral — ^The Duke of Wellington — Queen Isabella — 
Russia and Prince Alexander — Bismarck and the Battenberg 
marriage— A State secret. 

It was a troubled year so far, and destined to be so to 
the end. Hardly had we begun to settle down in peaceful 
mood after the Afghan quarrel when like a thunder-clap 
from a clear sky came the Stoy&noff coup d'itai of the i8th 
September (1885), the proclamation on behalf of Eastern 
Roumelia of union with Bulgaria.^ There was no blood- 
shed ; Prince Alexander entered Philippopolis a few 
days later amidst the greatest enthusiasm ; but, once 
more, we were in the throes of a European crisis of the 
first magnitude. 

The Tsar's Government had been taken completely by 
surprise ; when the news reached St. Petersburg the 
Emperor and de Giers were away, while of all the foreign 
ambassadors the only one not absent on leave was the 

^ The Treaty of Berlin (1878) constituted an autonomous Bulgaria 
north of the Balkans, tributary to the Porte. South of those moun- 
tains the Province of Eastern Roumelia, inhabited chiefly by 
Bulgarians, was granted administrative autonomy. The Ruler of 
Bulgaria was to be a Prince freely elected by the people, but 
confirmed by the Porte and approved by the signatozy Powers. The 
first Prince of Bulgaria was Alexander of Battenberg (see p. 406). 
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Austro-Hungarian. The Powers, all except England — fer- 
fide Albion ^ — against whom for a time the Russian press 
raged more than ever — were scandalised, or pretended to 
be so, at the infraction of the Berlin Treaty. Russia was 
furious at the accomplishment without her aid or know- 
ledge and by a more and more hostile Bulgaria, of what 
the Powers, and above all England, had balked her of 
in 1878 ; she denounced the union and even went the 
length of urging the reconquest of E. Roumelia by the 
Porte, so completely had the rdles been shifted. 

It is unnecessary to rewrite at length the story of the 
crisis. The majority of the Russian papers professed 
to beUeve that the Bulgarians were still at heart, pro- 
Russian, and only debauched by a shameful Constitution, 
and misled by an alien prince, who since 1883 had become 
the open enemy of Russia. But in course of time the 
bitter truth was forced upon them that, whatever the 
explanation, the Bulgarians as a whole were devoted to 
their ruler, resented the Emperor's attitude towards him, 
and wanted no interference from autocratic Russia. To 
one who appreciates as I do, to the fullest degree, the 
generous and heroic self-sacrifice made by Russia in 
1876 and 1877 in behalf of the Balkan Slavs, the disastrous 
poUtical mistake of endeavouring to force her own views 
and ideas of government on the people she had emanci- 
pated is one of the most lamentable things in modem 
history. We are still feeling the results of it — ^pray God 
they may be no worse.* 

Of Russian publicists, Aksdkoff alone recognised that 
a return to the status quo was impossible. He found 
excuses even for Prince Alexander, and was ready to 
accept the good done without too carefully scrutinising 
the means by which it had been effected. 

^The corresponding Russian term was KhUrie morepldoaUli, «.«. 
" cunning sea-fazers." 

* This was written shortly before the Bulgarians joined the Central 
Powers, Oct. 191 5. 

B.R. R 
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It was at Russia's suggestion that a conference of 
ambassadors was called at Constantinople. Her own 
position was an embarrassing one. Only the removal 
of the Prince could soothe her wounded feelings, restore 
in some measure her outraged dignity — ^but humiliating 
as it was, she had to recognise that to insist on his removal 
would further exasperate the Bulgarians, and, in view 
of England's attitude and in the absence of genuine 
support from the Central Powers, mig^t well bring about 
a war in which she who had so nobly freed them would 
find herself in the impossible position of having to kill 
Bulgarians, with the Turks as brothers-in-arms, and 
nominally, at least, on behalf of the Turkish Sultan 1 

Had not Alexander III. been inspired by personal 
feelings against the Bulgarian ruler, had he been able 
to realise that what might be good for Russia was not 
necessarily good for the Uttle State his father had created 
— was at all events not to be forced upon her — ^the history 
of Europe would have run a difEerent course. But this, 
with all his good qualities, was too much to expect of 
him, and, for the moment, he had St. Petersburg, at 
least, behind him. Not so Moscow, where the Slavophils 
were up in arms at the mere idea of hounding on Turkey 
to attack even erring brother-Slavs. 

Schouv&lof!, as a way out, proposed a mixed occupation 
by all the Great Powers, pending a general agreement, 
and for a few days his idea found favour. Probably, 
indeed, this solution would have been adopted had not a 
distracting situation been ended by another of those 
dramatic strokes of which the Balkan States, in their 
brief existence, have been so lavish. 

The Bulgarian army was largely officered by Russians, 
as, indeed, was only natural, but the Tsar, in his anger, 
had recalled the Russian officers from Eastern Roumelia 
and forbidden those in Bulgaria itself to cross the 
frontier southwards ; and he had struck Prince Alexander's 
name of! the roll of the Russian army — this, too, on 
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receipt of information of doubtful authenticity, to the 
effect that the Prince had said in a loud voice, when 
addressing a regiment just arrived at Philippopolis, that 
the day when he saw the national troops at last under 
the exclusive command of Bulgarian officers was the 
happiest in his life. He was reported, moreover, to have 
spoken disparagingly of the Russian officers as having 
left their posts in the hour of danger. It might well be 
expected that an army so depleted as to its commissioned 
ranks would, for a time at least, be of little use as a 
fighting force. What follows is, for that reason, the more 
remarkable. 

On the 9th November my diary reads peacefully 
enough : 

Mourino. Flocks of pine-grosbeaks feed on the berries of 
the mountain ash, which still hang in great clusters from 
leafless boughs. Like some unfeathered bipeds this fruit is 
never at its best tUl the frost has touched it. Wax-wings, 
too, are about — handsome, quarrelsome birds, with large and 
very toothsome livers I 

Schouvdloff said to me lately : *' The calling of corre- 
spondent sits on you kak $edl6 na korivye (like a saddle on a 
cow — a Russian proverbial expression for the incongruous). 
Look at your colleagues ; they send every other day state- 
ments that the Servians have crossed the frontier, etc., and 
correct themselves in between. That's the way to keep it 
going I " 

Of his brother Paul, ambassador in Berlin, he told me that 
the Russian Government was very pleased with him ; but 
Paul himself said that if only his money affairs allowed it he 
would much rather spend the rest of his da}^ in Courland, at 
Ruhenthal and Salven. 

He had been induced by a Jewish officer named Adelson, 
for whom he had procured advancement to the high rank of 
general-adjutant, to put all his money, some 400,000 roubles, 
into house property in St. Petersburg. It proved a very bad 
investment at the time and crippled him seriously. 

Sir Robert Morier had now been appointed to succeed 
Sir Edward Thornton, and the story ran that the Moriers 
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occupation in 1878, which I gave him. England was then 
to take part in it — with land forces. It is too soon to 
say what will be done if Turkey refuses to act, but the 
Sultan is displaying extraordinary vadUation, and indeed, 
that is just now our chief difficulty." 

On the 19th the Prince Alexander's brilliant victories 
over the Serbians at SUvnitza and Tsaribrod changed 
the whole situation. To resume my diary : 

2isi November. Dined with the Kioers at the Danish 
Legation — ^the General, his wife and family, the Chrestulescos 
(Roumanian minister) Baron Jomini and wife, and General 
von Werder. Jomini said that the invitation to Russian 
officers to witness the Indian manoeuvres was due to him, as 
he had uiged on Lord Dufierin the good effect it would have 
on the Hindoos, shewing them that the Russians were friends 
of England. Yet the Moscow Gazette calls it another coarse 
Engli^ attempt to blind the eyes of the said Hindoos and 
persuade them that Russia is content with England's " virtual 
absorption of Herat " I 

One anecdote Jomini told me was as follows : He was in 
Germany with his Emperor on some occasion and had to 
partake of numberless dinners. He remarked once to a 
German officer sitting next him : " How terrible it is that 
we have not only to eat these dinners but to digest them 1 " 
" Ah I " said the German, " in the next life, you know, those 
who have been good on earth will eat good things all day long 
in Heaven, which the wicked will have to digest for them in 
heUI" 

The successes of the Bulgarians in the field had done 
much to produce that revulsion of feeling in their favoiu: 
amongst the Russians which the Serbian invasion had 
failed to effect. The Bulgarians might have shown 
ingratitude, but the Serbians had set them the example. 
Prince Alexander was, perhaps, the tool of England ; 
King Milan was imdoubtedly tiiat of Austria ; and while 
Russia had every hope of regaining her influence in 
Bulgaria, she could have none whatever of recovering 
ascendency at Belgrade. Also, the Bulgarians had now 
learnt that they could not fly in the face of Europe with 
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impunity, and might be more reluctant to act without 
Russia's advice and protection in future. At all events, 
Russia, in taking the lead in an endeavour to bring about 
a satisfactory settlement, made a fair bid for their 
gratitude which, in accordance with the well-known 
cynical definition of that virtue, was likely to be enhanced 
by the fact that in spite of SUvnitza their position from 
a military point of view was still critical. On the 27th, 
however, IMnce Alexander at the head of 50,000 men 
crossed the Serbian frontier and captured Pirot. This 
brought on a threat *by Count Khevenhiiller, representing 
the dual empire at Belgrade, of Austrian intervention. 
For a time there was something like a panic, and the 
press vapoured as usual, but to me at least it was 
evident that things were quietening down. I knew a 
great deal more than the papers did, for I knew that 
Khevenhliller's action was quite unauthorised, that 
the three Emperors were for the present really at 
one, and that no further compUcations were to be 
expected. It had been a strenuous time; winter had 
now set in ; elk were reported to be moving ; so, on the 
27th, I drove to Mourino and thence to Ostram&nsha, 
nearly four hours further, ia a country sledge, starting 
at 5.30 p.m., and on the way enjoyed a sight few indeed 
can have seen in such perfection. 

I lay on my back, on a bed of hay, wrapped in my 
dokhd, with, of course, valenki ^ on feet and legs, and 
presently the star-shower, due to the passage of the 
earth through the tail of Biela's comet, became visible 
in extraordinary splendour. The night was miraculously 
clear, and the stars or meteors shot radiating from a 
point near Cassiopeia in tens, and hundreds, and thou- 
sands, very many of them being brighter than stars of 
the first magnitude and not a few far exceeding these in 

^ The DokhA is the Siberian fur-coat of reindeer with fox or other 
fnr for lining, skin to skin ; vdUnki are boots, to the knee or higher, 
made of felt. 
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apparent size and brilliancy. One, in particular, just as 
we had passed the fir-tree knoll, ten versts from Mourino, 
not only lit up the snow-covered ground but illumined 
the whole sky, and, like several others, seemed to burst 
in a blaze of blue light, leaving a red trail behind it for 
many seconds — ^so that I looked away three or four times 
and back again to find, apparently, the trail still there. 
Towards midnight the sky was if possible more mar- 
vellously limpid than before. Very few meteors were 
now to be seen, but the planets and fixed stars shone 
with a brilliancy I may have seen equalled but never 
anywhere surpassed. The thermometer stood at — 16** 
R^amnur, say 2^ below zero, Fahrenheit. 

It was very beautiful while the stars were falling ; yet 
after a time the eyes grew fatigued, the mind restless 
and increasingly so— almost, indeed, to the point of 
anguish ; after which the solemn majesty of the accus- 
tomed stars and planets — amoving ohne Hast ohne Rast, 
but still shining with supernal brilliancy — ^was a deep 
rehef . The thought occurred to me that if such restless- 
ness had been the normal condition of the sky, the 
hmnan mind would be quite other than it is ; or, may be, 
would never have developed. 

On the morning of December 3rd I went to see Schou- 
v&loff, who told me he had been waked up at 3 a.m. 
by a personal message from the Emperor asking if he 
would go to Madrid to represent him at the funeral of 
Alfonso XII. " Of course I have to go, and must start 
to-morrow; a six days' trip in the train for me, who 
cannot well bear two I " He asked me what sort of 
climate it was at Madrid, and I quoted the sa3dng : "El 
aire de Madrid es tan sotil que mata a un hombre y no 
apaga a un candiL" * "Do you mean to say that you 
know Spanish ? " "A Uttle. I read it — Don Quixote, 
especially, and the old chronicles and ballads. I was for 

^ " The wind of Afadiid (from the Guadarama) is so subtle that it 
will kill a man yet not blow out a candle." 
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a short time in South America." " Really, you English 
are extraordinary people! I have known you inti- 
mately all this time and never dreamed that you had 
crossed more water than the Channel 1 " " But why do 
they send you ? " "I suppose it is considered desirable 
to give some support to the monarchical principle in 
Spain 1 Tell me, who is the English ambassador at 
Madrid ? " " Ford ; but probably Lord Rosslyn or another 
will be sent out as special envoy — ^he is related to the 
King in some way and attended Ms marriage." 

Schouv&lofi then gave me information which enabled 
me to declare once more and most emphatically that, 
contrary to general opinion and in spite of the splutter- 
ings against Austria in the Russian press, the good under- 
standing between the cabinets of St. Petersburg and 
Vienna had not su£Eered from the impUed threat of an 
Austrian occupation of Serbia — on the contrary I 

Count Khevenhiiller, as stated, in his anxiety to briKjg; 
about a cessation of hostilities, had exceeded his in- 
structions ; but he had promptly been recalled and the 
earnestness with which Count Kalnoky immediately set 
to work to reassure the Russian Government as to the 
intentions and loyalty of Austria were categorically 
endorsed by Prince Bismarck, thus proving that, not- 
withstanding the abortive result of the Constantinople 
Conference, the peace of Europe was not seriously threat- 
ened. In competent circles, moreover, it was beUeved, 
and rightly as the event proved, that the war was at an 
end, in spite of the bellicose telegrams which continued 
to pour in from Belgrade and Sofia. 

The three Empires steadily adhered to a joint pro- 
gramme based upon the maintenance of the Treaty of 
Berlin and involving, logically, a return to the status quo 
ante, but the mihtary successes of the Bulgarians had 
forced even the Tsar to waver in his attitude towards 
Prince Alexander. 

" Political predictions," 1 wrote, " are alwaj^ hazardous. 
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but there is very good reason to anticipate that the out- 
come of the present situation wiU be the personal union 
of Bulgaria and RoumeUa under Prince Alexander/' a 
prediction soon fulfilled* 

Seeing Schouviloff, again, in the afternoon (he had just 
been to see de Giers) I read to him what I had written for 
the Standard. He said : " You may add, after the words 
' peace of Europe . . . not seriously threatened/ f^is^^ss — 
and great stress is laid on the exception— by England's con- 
tinued opposition to the policy of the three Empires. De 
Giers has just told me this, and that Morier, who had 
been with him, had read a despatch to the same effect, 
which he had drawn up to send to his own Government/' 

A few moments later an officer came in from the War 
Office bringing the count (to his surprise, for the F.O., 
rather, was involved) 250 cherviSntsi for journey money — 
gold 3-rouble pieces, wretchedly coined, and used only for 
the army. I had never seen them before. 

The Russian press all this time continued to be very 
hostile to Austria ; and, had it not been for Schouv4ioff's 
positive assurances, I should have credited the apparent 
tension between the two countries. 

It was on the 4th December that Schouv&loff left for 
Spain, very reluctantly. Grosvenor told me that day 
that one of his subordinates, meaning well but without 
consulting any one, had asked the new ambassador to 
let him introduce me, but Sir Robert thought Grosvenor 
himself the right person to do so, and the latter proposed 
to take me to him at noon next day. I objected that I 
should not be in St. Petersburg, and it was agreed that 
the meeting should be postponed. On the 7th I received 
a note from Grosvenor : " Sir R. Morier has desired me 
to ask you whether as the easiest way of making his 
acquaintance you would Uke to dine at the Embassy on 
Wednesday." I accepted, of course, and on the 9th, 
accordingly, I dined at the Embassy, and had my first 
meeting with Sir Robert Morier. After dinner he ^>oke 
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to me for some minutes, and again when I took leave. 
He expressed strong disapproval of those in England 
who kept writing and speaking against Russia on every 
possible occasion, especially the Standard in its leaders. 
" Your telegrams I have read, and I found them fair 
and moderate. Our policy is to make India safe, and that 
I believe requires two and a half years. During that time 
it is folly to keep goading Russia as we do. Russia has 
great interests in Central Asia and in Bulgaria ; and we 
are unreasonably suspicious, always acting on the prin- 
ciple chercher midi d quatarze heures, though some rush 
to the other extreme and extol everything that Russia 
does. Our policy on the Bulgarian question is sound and 
sensible. We do not insist on altering the treaty of 
Berlin, but refuse to part with the liberty of altering it, 
if desirable, in conjunction with the other signatory 
Powers — the only way in which it can be done. 

" The Emperors decided at Skiemievice and Kremsier 
to sink their differences for a time and direct all their 
efforts to those points upon which they are agreed. But 
there is always the unexpected to fear. Yesterday, 
imagine my astonishment, when a seal came up through 
that hole they've cut in the ice [to bring the bridge of 
boats up by] and clambered out on to the frozen surface ! 
It was immediately attacked by the passers-by and took 
refuge in the river. Now Russia is like the Neva — a 
vast, dull, frozen surface, but you never know what 
strange beast of an event may turn up at any moment I " 
From my diary : 

2gth December. Went to see Schouv&loff who had returned 
last night from Spain, after spending a week in Berlin. He 
told me he had just seen de Giers and Vlangali. He had 
heard abroad that a reconciliation was expected to take place 
between the Emperor and Prince Alexander. Bismarck, with 
whom he had two long interviews, had even made him pro- 
posals based on this supposition ; but here, at the P.O., he 
found that they knew nothing of it ; on tiie contrary, the 
Emperor maintained exactly the same attitude to the 
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Prince as before. Nor did he hear anything of the latter 
coming to St. Petersburg. " In truth we have got into an 
awkward position owing to this open hostility to him, for he 
has become the popular hero and it will be very difficult, 
indeed, to get rid of him. He has a great supporter, too, in 
England, who wants not merely the personal union but the 
greater Bulgaria. You haven't sent anything lately ? Because 
there was nothing to send ? What a reason I Oh, I know 
there has been very little doing ; my brother did not receive 
a single telegram from our Government during the week I 
was with him in Berlin. But a correspondent must just invent 
a lot of twaddle if he can find nothing else. You are not 
fit to be one." " I know it (with a shrug and a smile) ; but 
how about Spain ? " 

" Well, when I got to Bordeaux we had missed the con- 
nection by one hour so I thought to arrive on the very day of 
the burial, in the midst of it in fact : and schemed to dress 
in the train and go straight to the qeremony. On reaching 
Madrid I found that it had been pul^ofE for two daj^ ; so that 
it only took place the second aay after my arrival. At 
Cologne I asked for my warm shinel, and my servant — ^the 
idiot I — said that he had left it behind in Berlin, because we 
were going to a hot climate I A hot climate indeed I In 
Spain, on the way back, there was an inch of ice inside the 
carriage windows, and no heating apparatus, nothing but a 
wretched foot-warmer, which was no good at all. I have only 
managed to come through alive by the help of a capoU de 
fnonte, as they call it, which I bought in Madrid I " He sends 
for it and makes me put it on. " It suits you very well ; with 
a sombrero you would be quite the Don I " It was just a 
poncho such as I had worn in South America, but with the 
slit worked into the form of a collar, to button round the 
neck. " A gentleman came up to me in Madrid and said 
' Ah, my dear Count Schouvfilofi, so glad to see you ' etc. 
I had never set eyes on him before, to my knowledge. It 
proved to be Forbes, British Minister I " "Ford you mean." 
" Well, perhaps Ford ; it's all the same. Ever after that 
they sat me next him on the score that we were old friends. 
A good fellow, but, dear me, not brilliant I so I was pretty 
well bored." 

" Did you meet the Duke of Wellington (who, and not Lord 
Rossljm, represented the Queen) ? " " O yes ! Imagine my 
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surprise I At the funeral we sat each on a sort of throne ; 
and his was next mine. He came in late — ^Englishmen alwaj^ 
do. Well, I saw a little man in yeomanry uniform come in 
and sit down, so podgy that his diin, sitting, nearly touched 
his sword-belt 1 He turned to me and said : ' How are you 
my dear Count Schouvfilofi' and, to my astonishment, I 
recognised a Colonel Wellesley I had known in England, an 
officer who had then no title and, I should think, nothing but 
his pay. Chart yevo znayet kak eto u vas diUayetsa (the Devil 
only knows how you manage these things I)— one day a plain 
Colonel the next a Duke I Well, at every pause in the service 
he leaned towards me and growled, ' Ugh, ugh, when shall 
we get lunch. Count ? ' or ' I say. Count, I want my lunch I ' 
I was quite afraid some of the Court people would hear him. 

" I don't think much of the Spanish people ; such a funeral 
they gave their king 1 The shops were all open ; the theatres 
and operas going on as usual ; the town as lively as possible. 
No one seemed to care a bit. The King's mother (Isabella) 
appointed me an interview at i p.m., just before the funeral 1 
She is old and— well, not beautiful. I began : ' Voire MajesU! son 
auguste MajesU, man Empereur, m'a chargS ! . . .' ' O, out ' — 
very volubly — ' je suis sure qu'U a le tnime sefUiment pour tnoi 
que fat pour lui* . . . I began again : ' Mon Empereur m'a. . . 
. . . ' ' Comment se porte-i-eUe, sa MajesU ? ' ' Ulmpera- 
trice?' 'Non; V Empereur, EUeseporUbien? Jenelecon- 
nais pas mats un de ces jours je ferai le voyage d St. Peter shourg 
expris pour f aire sa cotmaissance ' — all this at lightning speed — 
* Et pourquoi est-ce que vous ne venez pas me voir quand vous 
Ues i Paris ? * * Je n*ose pas d^anger Votre MajesU.' * Du 
tatU, venez me voir, en ami,' " etc., etc. The way the Count 
told all this and more with the Queen's bad French and 
volubility was very droll. 

He continued : " The only decent person I saw was the 
young Queen and that's because she's an Austrian. The 
King's sister is married to a Bavarian prince. I did not even 
visit them. There is nothing to buy in Madrid. When I 
asked about anything we fondly imagine to be especially 
Spanish, such as combs, fans, etc., I was immediately referred 
to a ' magasin de Paris '." 

General Putlline was now announced and the Count said : 
" Show him in," then to me " he is the head of the Secret 
Police I Now we'll have some fun." In came Putfline — a 
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grey-whiskered little man, in civil uniform, with a plaqne of 
some order on his coat. Schouv&lofE treated him with mock 
politeness, urged him to look well after me as I was an English 
correspondent, and a most dangerous fellow, and gave him 
dry Malaga, a present from Spain, in a tumbler that had held 
tea. 

In the evening I saw him again ; when he dictated to me ! 

" The Journal de St. Pitersbourg states that there has never 
been a question of entrusting General Voytikoff with a mission 
to Sofia. I take this opportunity to give a denial to the 
rumours which have been going the round of Europe to the 
effect that a rapprochement had taken place between the 
Russian Government and Prince Alexander. This fact, 
indeed, constitutes one of the difficulties of the situation and 
is an obstacle to the solution of the present crisis. The Prince 
has lost the confidence of Russia, which would with difficulty 
consent to any enlargement of Bulgaria under his sceptre. 
The fact that the Bulgarian army obtained successes in the 
field cannot affect the attitude of the Russian Government 
towards the Prince, personally; and the support accorded 
him by England is not calculated to modify the feelings with 
which he is regarded here." 

I questioned him as to the attitude of Germany. He told 
me that as to any project of marriage between Prince Alexander 
and the daughter of the Crown Prince of Germany Bismarck 
had said : " As long as I am here I will never consent to an 
alliance iniiich might entail our entering the field in support 
of the Prince." ^ 

I tried to get out of him more of what Bismarck had said, 
but he parried my questions with " How can I tell you before 
I've told my own Government ? I go to Gatchina to-morrow. 
All I can say at present is this : Germany thinks that Prince 
Alexander acted in a way to forfeit the confidence of Europe 
but that his subsequent conduct and successes have so 
strengthened his position in Bulgaria itself that it will be 
difficult now to get rid of him." 

3ioth December. Drove up to the Count's door (comer of 
Milli6nnaya and Winter Canal) at 6.15 p.m. He was just 
leaving it with the Countess Stackelberg, his niece ; and the 
A. B6brinsk)^ were just re-entering their carriage. They 
greeted me, and I walked with him and Countess Stackelbeig 

* Sec pp. 397 and 405. 
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to her house a few doors lower down. He then got into my 
dfoshky and I drove him to the Grand-duke Michael's palace, 
on the quay, where he was to dine before leaving for Moscow. 
He said : " I have been to Gatchina. I can and do talk freely 
to you when it is only a matter of my own ideas and opinions, 
but I cannot tell you State secrets.'' " I suppose not, 
unfortunately." " But I wiU say that after my interview 
with the Emperor I have not a word to alter in what I told 
you yesterday." 

" We'll go to the Powder Works on Tuesday — ^there are 
three wolves there — and to Toksovo on Thursday. But you 
don't care for shooting now I You're in love witii some con- 
founded woman ; they spoil everything I " which is often 
enough an elderly man's point of view. 



CHAPTER XIII 

The Wigan accident — ^A jealous husband — Prince Nicholas of 
Montenegro—" By order of the Tsar "—Death of Aksdkoff — 
A single-clause Treaty — France and Russia — ^Prince Kropot- 
kin — General Appert — Black Sea ironclads — ^A walk in the 
Crimea — Jewish gratitude — I go home — ^Batoum — ^Dizzy and 
the British public — Kidnapping a Ruler — ^The loss of a 
throne—" Scratch him off "—What Count Pahlen would 
have done-— Gold or silver — ^A humorous liar — ^A story 
discredited — ^Herbert Bismarck and the Bulgarian deputation 
— Russian scandal — Rumours of war — ^An editor in a 
fright — Explosive bullets — ^A Dutch fire-eater — ^Pro-Russian 
Bulgarians ; their miserable ending — ^The limits of patience-^ 
Camels in Irousers — ^Attempt on the Tsar — ^Dhuleep Singh — 
Schouvdloff and Constantinople — ^Election of Prince Ferdi- 
nand — ^Afghan Boundary settled — ^Death of Katk6ff — Paul 
DeroulMe. 

ScHOUVALOFF Went to Toksovo on the 8th January, 1886, 
and got three wolves to his own gun, which was great 
luck. I was not well, and unable to go — a touch of my old 
South American enemy, malaria. A week later I went 
there with him, when A. A. B6brinsky, Dietz and I each 
got a wolf ; he and Campo Sagrado nothing. 

Coming back, the horses of our troika ran away for a 
bit; Schouv&loff gripped my arm, and showed other 
signs of nervousness, as he had on previous occasions 
when driving. This time he explained that he had never 
quite recovered his nerve after a terrible experience on 
the Great Northern Railway in January, 1876 (known as 
the Wigan accident), when, after his train and another 
had been in collision, a third train, an express, ran into 
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the wreckage. In his compartment were a father, mother 
and two daughters (I thmk). They were all killed. His 
own valet had his leg cut off. How he himself escaped 
he never knew. His courage in other respects remained 
unimpaired, as I had reason to know. 

Thus, I was greatly alarmed one day when he told 
me that he was to leave next morning for the south 
of France to fight a duel with Count P. I had already 
some notion of the quarrel between them — ^a young and 
pretty wife who took pleasure in my friend's very 
harmless attentions. P. was not only jealous but fooUsh 
enough to show it iii a very marked manner. Finally, 
not content with that, he peremptorily forbade all inter- 
course between the offenders, to which Schouv&loff 
repUed that he was quite ready to efface himself but only 
at the lady's bidding. Then came the challenge, and as 
friends on either side failed to effect a reconcilement 
it was decided that a duel should take place at Monte 
Carlo. Schouv^off's principal second was his brother 
Paul, whom he picked up at Berlin, if I remember rightly, 
on his way south. I received a message four days later 
which reUeved my anxiety, and in the course of another 
week my friend reached home again. He explained that 
shots were exchanged once only, the seconds then declar- 
ing honour satisfied. He had fired so as not to hit his 
adversary, but the latter had evidently meant business, 
for his bullet had struck the rock against which Schouv&loff 
wa3 standing so closely that a splinter had actually 
wounded his thumb— as he showed me. I asked him how 
he had felt at the time. He said " Absolutely calm ; 
annoyed only at the stupidity of the whole affair. Mais 
que f aire, avec un imbicile pareil ? " 

On the 3rd February, Prince Nicholas of Montenegro 
arrived on a visit to the Tsar, who paid him extraordinary 
honours, waiting for him at the station attended by all the 
Grand-dukes and a brilliant suite. A guard of honour 
was furnished by the famous Ismdilovsky regiment, the 

B.IU s 
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part efforts have been made, but that they have had no 
success. It is not likely that with such a character (as 
Alexander III/s) they would have I *' On the 3rd March 
peace was restored in the Balkans by the single-clause 
Treaty of Bucharest. 

On the i6th. General Appert, French Ambassador, 
presented his letters of recall, an event that must not 
be passed over in silence, for it created no little stir at 
the time, and the circumstances connected with it throw 
light on the relations between France and Russia, the 
unpleasant relations between them due to the extremist 
elements in the French Government which were responsible 
for Alexander III.'s long hesitation in abandoning the 
traditional Russian friendship with Prussia. M. de 
Freydnet, the French Premier, wanted, it seems, to 
appoint General Billot in place of General Appert, a blufi 
old soldier, who did better perhaps than the best diplo- 
matist could have done at the Court of St. Petersburg, 
by acquiring the personal sympathy of the Emperor and 
Empress. The idea was divulged prematurely and had 
to be disavowed. But in January, 1886, M. de Freycinet 
released from prison Prince Peter Krop6tkin, the Nihilist, 
who was serving a five years' sentence as a dangerous 
conspirator, and this step was deeply resented in Russia* 
General Appert protested warmly against it, and M. de 
Freycinet then decided to recall him on the pretence 
of ill-health. When the Tsar heard of it he spoke to 
the General and condoled with him on bis illness. General 
Appert explained that he was perfectly well, adding: 
" It is not I who wish to go but my successor. General 
Billot, who wants to come I " " That is a strange pro- 
ceeding," remarked the Emperor; and next day the 
Empress told Mme. Appert : " The offence is not to you 
but to Us." The letters of recall were nevertheless duly 
presented on i4/26th March, and General Appert left 
next morning. Mohrenheim, Russian Ambassador in 
Paris, went on leave after intimating that Billot would 
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not be accepted as persona grata at St. Petersburg, and 
relations at either end were for some time left in the 
hands of secretaries. Krop6tkin had left France on the 
25th February, for England, where he remained until 
the outbreak of the Russian revolution of 1917, when 
he returned, at last, to his native country. 

On March 23rd there was a reception at the German 
Embassy to commemorate the Emperor William's birth- 
day. Schouv^ofi was there, and called my attention to 
Colonel Trench's red coat (he being our military attach^, 
son of Archbishop Trench), saying : " Very appro- 
priate. That's the colour of your Government now ! " 
A week later, as the Emperor was going to the Crimea 
and my own leave was overdue, I left for Moscow and the 
south (Crimea, Constantinople, Italy and England). At 
Kharkoff, having seven hours to wait, I looked up Dillon, 
then a professor at the university there, and spent the 
afternoon with him. In the train, on leaving, I made 
acquaintance with Colonel C. E. Stewart, who had recently 
been political agent in Persia, but was now on his way 
to the Baku oil conference on behalf of the London 
Chamber of Commerce. He talked of his adventures on 
the Persian border and, in disguise, amongst the Turko- 
mans. 

At L6zovo we parted company, he going on to Rost6fi, 
I to Sevastopol, which I reached on Friday, 2nd April, 
at 2.30 a.m., the fourth day from St. Petersburg. It is 
only in backward countries that great progress is possible I 
A few years later one could go from St. Petersburg to 
Sevastopol without change of carriage in forty-eight 
hours. 

On 3rd April the Emperor and Empress with their 
family arrived, and I attended the launch of the ironclads 
Chesmi and Sinofe in their presence, afterwards dining 
with Captain Harford, our Vice-Consul, Count Gleichen 
and others. Harford told me that he still found isolated 
British graves in the thickets when shooting. He was a 
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confirmed pro-Russian, and it was delightful to hear him 
arguing in Russia's ^vour on all points with his great 
chum. Admiral Balk of the Russian Navy, who was if 
possible even more pro-English I 

On the 5th I drove to the Monastery of St. George, 
picturesquely situated half-way down the clifis on the 
Black Sea shore. It was on this day, though I learnt 
it somewhat later, that the union of Bulgaria and Eastern 
Roumelia was practically secured by the signature of 
the Convention of Top-Khan6, the Porte recognising 
Prince Alexander as Governor-General of Eastern 
Roumelia. 

Leaving Sevastopol on April 6th I walked with an 
Englishman, whose acquaintance I had made there, to 
Balaclava and on to Baid&r, where we slept (33 versts). 

We left Baid&r next morning, walked to Alupka (35 
versts) and slept there, in the house of a Karaim Jew 
(the one hotel not being open), who treated us extremely 
weU, and explained when I asked the reason : " Oh, in 
England you allowed a Jew to become Prime Minister ; 
I can never do enough for Englishmen I " 

On 8th April we walked on to Yalta, in delightful 
spring weather — violets, primroses, primulas, vernal 
squills, etc., abounding. Fully to appreciate spring one 
must come south towards the end of a northern 
winter! 

This walk, obviously nothing of a feat, was in those 
days thought worthy of notice in the Russian press, 
and even attracted attention at imperial livadia. From 
the Crimea I went to Constantinople, where, at the 
Embassy, I enjoyed for ten days the kindly hospitality 
of the Thorntons. The Sultan had just arranged for 
them to see all the sights in style — ^imperial carriages and 
caiques put at their disposal each day, etc., etc., by all 
of which I profited. Thence with "Eddie Thornton I went 
by way of Varna and Vienna to Rome, and later to 
England. 
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During my absence from St. Petersburg took place the 
blockading of the Greek ports by the combined fleet of 
the great Powers, to compel Greece to come into line in 
regard to the Balkan settlement. The Russian Govern* 
ment continued on friendly terms with its neighbours, 
but the Russian press was once more roused to fury by 
the course of events in the Balkans. Katk6fi started a 
campaign against Germany and against de Giers, Ukening ^ 
the latter's ' pilgrimage ' to Friedrichsruhe and Berlin to 
the humiliating journeys of the old Grand Princes to the 
Khans of the Golden Horde ! 

In June the Russian Government took advantage of 
the European situation to give orders to convert Batoum 
into a fortified naval port, a proceeding that roused 
some feeling in England, but not very reasonably. Russia 
had consented unwillingly at Berlin in 1878 to state her 
" intention of making Batoum a free port." No one 
could suppose that she would feel bound by this any longer 
than it suited her convenience. 

It is true that England had agreed to the maintenance of 
the status quo as regards the Straits only on condition that 
Batoum remained a free port and unfortified ; and the 
Times now claimed, logically but vainly, that Russia's 
breach of the Treaty set us free as to the Dardanelles 
and Bosphorus. But Russia had chosen her time well 
and had her way. I have given already an instance of 
how Gladstone, on occasion, bamboozled his own people. 
The Batoum affair affords an example, if any be needed, 
of how his rival Disraeli played the same game 
with equal success. The hot-heads of the G)nservative 
party had no idea of letting Russia extend her frontier 
on the Black Sea coast ; and when Schouv&loff, after a 
hard fight, obtained the inclusion of Batoum, they were 
not a httle disappointed. Whereupon Lord Beaconsfield^ 
in his great speech in the House of Lords on i8th July, 
1878, said : *' What is this Batoum of which you have 
heard so much ? It is generally spoken of in society 
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and in the world as a sort of Portsmouth, whereas, in 
reality, it should rather be compared to Cowes. It will 
hold three considerable ships, and if it were packed like 
the London docks it might hold six ; but in that case 
the danger, if the wind blew from the North, would be 
inunense." 

Mr. Buckle, in referring to this statement, remarks : 
" This suggestion, considering the importance which 
Lord Beaconsfield had always attached to Batoum, did 
not lack boldness," which is, to say the least, putting it 
mildly ! ^ 

I reached St. Petersburg on my return from England 
on the 6th August. On the 22nd — a Sunday — I was at 
Mourino, and not at all inclined to leave my friends' 
comfortable house and delightful garden to rattle twelve 
miles over the cobble-stones in a springless country 
cart to hot and dusty St. Petersburg. But the fear of 
something happening — Sir Robert's " strange beast of 
an event " — ^was too strong for me. I resisted all blandish- 
ments and drove up to town, promising to come back 
if all were quiet. I must mention that no telegraphic 
conununication existed then betwen Mourino and the 
capital, nor does, I believe, to this day. I lunched at 
the Hdtel de France, and presently in walked a friendly 
diplomat. Baron Wacken, who told me of the Revolution 
in Bulgaria and the kidnapping and forced abdication 
of Prince Alexander 1 I went on to the Embassy, and told 
Sir Robert, who had heard nothing of it, though Zin6viefi, 
sly fellow, head of the Asiatic Department, which included 
Turkey in its ambit, had called on him just before I 
did, and was closeted with him twenty minutes, while I 
waited. Sir Robert's language was forcible even for him I 
It being Sunday, and nearly everybody away, it was 
impossible to get confirmation of the news, but I sent 
a telegram to my colleague in Vienna, and another — 
about the Afghan boundary, on Sir Robert's information 

1 Life, etc., vol. vi. p. 352. 
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— to London, after which in a contented frame of mind 
I drove back over those twelve miles of cobble-stones 
to dine at Mourino. 

On the 27th of August I paid a brief visit to Hanuka 
with Evelyn Hubbard and his wife. I caught a i lb. 
fish from the big rock just below the club-house in four 
minutes from arrival, including putting my rod together, 
and a 16 lb. fish, from a boat, within the quarter of an 
hour. This was no very remarkable feat at Harraka, 
but that is just what makes it worth recording I On my 
way back to St. Petersburg three days later, at Wilman- 
strand, I passed Sir Robert on his way up and heard 
from him of Prince Alexander's triumphant return to 
Bulgaria the day before (29th August). We little thought 
that already he had committed political suicide I 

I learnt subsequently from Dumba the details of this 
strange affair. 

Alexander of Bulgaria, it seems, had plenty of physical 
but no moral courage. After the counter-revolution he 
arrived at Rustchuk with Stambtiloff, who was dog-tired. 
Alexander also was worn out, but excited. He promised 
faithfully to do nothing without the consent of his 
minister, who went to another room to sleep. The 
acting Russian consul (Gregor6vich) called soon after- 
wards and the Prince, being told that the Emperor only 
wanted a golden bridge, etc., at once wrote out the 
fatal telegram.^ Next day at Philippopolis, being now 
in a deplorable condition, he said to Stambfiloff : " It's 
all over I " " Why ? what do you mekn ? " " Look 
at this answer I " " Answer to what ? " He explained 
StambMoff : " Good God I why did you do it ? Enfin 
... we must make the best of it i " The mistake 
cost a throne. 

The Prince's telegram, dated the 30th August, and 

^Another version is that it was the Prince's father Alexander of 
Hesse who urged the sending of the telegram. See Times, t zth Septem- 
ber, 1886. 
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the Tsar's reply were given as follows by the Russian 
Official Messenger : 

"Sire, Having again assumed the Government of my 
country, I venture to offer your Majesty my most respectful 
thanks for the action of yoxuc Majesty's representative at 
Rustchuk who by his official presence at my reception showed 
the Bulgarian people that the Imperial Government could not 
approve the revolutionary act directed against my person. . . . 
Russia having given me my crown it is into the hands of 
Russia's sovereign that I am ready to render it." 

The Tsar rephed : 

" I have received your Hig^ess' telegram. I cannot 
approve your return to Bulgaria, foreseeing its sinister con- 
sequences for the country which has already been so sorely 
tried. 

The mission of Prince Dolgortiky ^ has become inexpedient. 
I shall abstain as long as your Highness remains in 
Bulgaria from any intervention in the bad conditions to which 
the country has been reduced. 

" Your Highness will decide for your own part what course 
shall be taken. I reserve to myself to judge what my father's 
venerated memory, the interests of Russia and the peace of 
the East require of me." 

The Times on 3rd September declared that Prince 
Alexander, having sent him a telegram the tone of which 
reached the limit of conciliatoriness, the Tsar had replied 
with a harshness of sentiment and an asperity of language 
almost unexampled in history. On the other hand, the 
North German Gazette, Prince Bismarck having returned 
to Berlin, wrote : " For what then should we sacrifice 
the friendship of our mighty neighbour? In order to 
exchange it for good relations with the Prince of Bulgaria ? 
Is that it ? It is the very drunkenness of hatred which 
expresses itself in the press effusions of Messrs. Richter 
and Windhorst, and this hatred is directed against the 
German Empire I " Bismarck's rage was not lessened 

^ The Tsar had appointed him to pnxseed to Bulgaria on a 
mission. 
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by the fact that the officers of the Prussian Life Guards 
had sent Prince Alexander a message of congratulation 
on his escape and return to Bulgaria. 

Gregor6vich got into very hot water. The Tsar was 
furious : '' How could a Russian Consul dare to go in 
uniform to meet the fellow ? — scratch him ofE the list 1 
scratch him oU I scratch him ofE I " De Giers mildly 
ventured to remonstrate, pointing out that this petty 
chindvnik had really done Russia a great service by putting 
Alexander in a position that left him no choice but to 
abdicate. With great difficulty the Emperor was at last 
brought to say : " WeU, he may stay on at Rustchuk/' 
As to the Prince, he had no choice left him. On the 
8th September, accordingly, he announced his abdication, 
and left Bulgaria for ever. 

A regency was then formed, the chief figure being Stam- 
bulofE, and the Grand Sobranie was summoned to elect a 
Prince, Russia's candidate being the Prince of Mingrelia. 
General Kaulbars was sent to Bulgaria to make known 
the wishes of the Tsar, which were meant and taken as 
commands and resented as such. Kaulbars vainly 
endeavoured to procure the postponement of the Grand 
Sobranie^ to gain time for the restoration of Russian 
influence. He even made an electoral tour of the country, 
but failed utterly to achieve his purpose, and with the 
other Russian representatives left Bulgaria. The Grand 
Sobranie ofEered the throne to Prince Waldemar of Den- 
mark, who refused it. A provisional government was 
formed which successfully resisted strong Russian 
pressure until eventually (1887) Prince Ferdinand of 
Saxe-Coburg accepted the vacant throne against the 
will of the Powers and especially of Russia.' 

At the end of October, Schouv&lofi came back from 

^ SdbranU (Assembly) is applied to fhe ordinary representative body 
in Bulgaria. The Grind SdbranU is the Extraordinary Assembly wbidi 
deals with the election of a sovereign, constitutional changes, etc. 

' See p. 316 sq. 
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Vor6ne], where he and his guests had this time bagged 
fourteen wolves and forty-seven foxes. I, for the second 
year running, had been prevented accompanying him by 
the unsettled position in the Balkans, and my feelings 
towards the kidnappers may be imagined ! But without 
going so far afield I managed to get a good deal of shoot- 
ing, as such entries from my diary as the following — a 
few out of the many — ^prove : 

November 2nd, To Okhta at 7.30 a.m. with Sir Robert. 
Met there Schouv£lofi and Astash6fi. Got six foxes by 
luncheon time, I only one of them. Dined at Embassy. 
Ivor Herbert and wife (just arrived), Callender (Q.M.), Gough, 
Harford. 

November lyth. Mourino. Cecil Wellesley shot a Green- 
land falcon, quite white. On reaching the Natural History 
Museum to be stufEed it was seen by the curator, who begged 
and obtained it for the national collection, as a great rarity 
in this locality and a very beautiful specimen. 

Shooting at the Powder works. I drove down with Count 
Pahlen. Speaking of Lord Salisbury's speech of the 9th 
instant in which occurred the famous passage " A midnight 
conspiracy in which officers of the Prince debauched by foreign 
[i.e. Russian] gold had turned against the Ruler who had 
trusted them and hurled him from the throne," he said, " Had 
I been ambassador in London I should have packed up and 
left at once t " I wondered I 

Von Schweinitz, on someone asking the time, said decidedly, 
" one o'clock." Other opinions being given I showed my watch. 
It was just one o'clock, and von Sdiweinitz said : " That's 
one of my peculiarities ; I always know the time without a 
watch " — a faculty that might have been valuable three or 
four centuries earlier I 

Dr. Kras6vsky, a delightful old person, the Court accoucheur, 
killed a tom-tit in mistake for a rydbchik (hazel-grouse, geli- 
noUe)l He had only "seen something moving" among the 
twigs. We chafied him a good deal. He took it most good 
humouredly, ending with " vsyo taki oubil " (all the same' I 
did kill it I), which evidently quite satisfied bun ! ^ 

^ As stated elsewhere (p. 238) the great tit, blue tit, and others of the 
tribe, brave with undiminished cheerfulness the rigours of the northern 
winter. 
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Weather disgusting, mild, muggy and dark ; horses splash- 
ing the mud right in our faces ; marshy woods ; ruinous 
wooden houses on the outskirts of St. Petersburg ; a loathsome 
and stinking atmosphere — ^ugh I the custom being to ladle 
out the town's sewage from open carts and barrels on to the 
fields throughout the winter I When a thaw comes the result 
is appalling. In the evening to the ballet where Mrs. C. told 
me the Emperor has decided the sugar monopoly question 
with the minority, that is with Katk6fi. The usual front-row 
set at the theatre — Campo Sagrado, Greppi, Ghika, etc. 

A few days earlier (November 20th) Sir Robert had 
come to see me. He wanted particularly to know whether 
the Bulgarian affair and the failure of Kaulbars (whose 
recall was announced that day) would lead to de Giers' 
downfall. He thought the Russian Government would 
have to find some scapegoat. He deplored Lord Salis- 
bury's speech, but said : " After all, that's only our way 
of talking. * Foreign gold ' meant, of course, not that 
the Emperor or his Government had bribed, but that the 
Slavophils had done so ; ' silver ' would have been more 
correct, as I know for certain that barrels of roubles were 
shipped from Odessa, and care taken that they should 
all be old ones, without this Emperor's head upon them." 
He exclaimed at the astounding blunders of Russian 
diplomacy. I said : " Well, they have Ign&tiefi to fall 
back upon 1 " " Yes, but he has made such a reputation 
for himself as a liar that it would scarcely be possible 
to appoint him. His own friends tell stories against 
him I Nab6kofi, for instance, one of the best. Arriving 
one day at one of the town stations with Ign&tiefi the 
latter offered to take him home in his carriage. ' But 
my own is here — ^there it is.' ' Oh no, that is mine.' 
' Surely mine ? ' ' Dear me, no 1 ' They got in, Nab6koff 
completely nonplussed, and drove off. Ign&tieff then 
launched out into a glowing description of the horses, 
how they were given to him by the Sultan on a certain 
^occasion, what the Sultan said, what he replied, and so 
on. Ign&tiefi's house was the nearer. He got out there, 
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and, saying good-bye to Nab6kofi, told the coachman to 
take him home. When he got there and looked up to 
give the man a tip, he fomid it was his own carriage 
and pair after all ! " Of course on this occasion Ign&tiefE 
was joking, satirising, indeed, in a way that proves his 
possession of a pretty keen sense of humour, the reputa- 
tion as a Uar he (Uterally) enjoyed.^ 

Last night, Friday, there had been the usual reception 
at the Embassy. I did not go. Sir Robert told me 
regretfully that he had lost two hundred and fifty points 
at whist 1 " Did you see any signs of ill-feeting amongst 
the Russians ? " " None, and we had a rather larger 
party than usual. Why were you not there ? " " Well, 
I had been twice running, Sir Robert, and I don't like 
to abuse your hospitality." " You are always welcome." 

On the 22nd November Sir Robert wrote me : 

" Will you come and dine with us Friday at 7J o'clock — 
You will meet Pierre Schouv&lofi and Astash6fi." 

On the blank leaf of this note I find, in my writing, 
the following : 

November 24th, Schouvdloff: '* The Grand-dukes are not 
coming to-morrow, after aU ; they have another shooting 
on." I : " AU the better ; it is not their fault, of course, but 
everyone feels a constraint in their presence. At lunch 
conversation languishes ; we take refuge in champagne and 
pdU defoie gras ; the shooting suffers." " You will drive with 
me, unless (joking) you prefer to have a troika all to yourself. 
But come in good time — 7 a.m. and away we go 1 I must be 
there before my guests." "Now, did you ever know me 
late ? " " Alwaj^ ! why I have even had to send for you I " 
" Never I Morier has asked me to dinner on Friday to meet 
you and Astash6ff." " Very well. I breakfast with my 
Emperor that morning at the Anfchkofi Palace." " How 
comes that about ? " " He wrote to me just ' My dear Schou- 
vdloff, all the Council of State are breakfasting with me on 

^Ign&tie£E was called " Mentir-pasha " in Constantinople, and on 
one occasion the Grand Vizier exclaimed in despair, " Ok, c$ GhUral 
IgiUUUffI OM n§ p$ut pas croire mime U contfoiira d$ c$ qu'il dU I " 
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Friday. I hope you will not fail to come too \' " " Ha I ha I 
You are in favour again I Wonders will never cease I Tell me 
the story of your quarrel with the Emperor." " Which 
Emperor ? " " Why this one (Alexander IIL), when Tsar6- 
vich." " It's all nonsense. I never quarrelled with him ! " 
" Some people say you clapped him on the back and he 
resented it ; others that you had to report him for some 
affair with the Slavophils or with a fair lady, when you were 
chief of the Third Section." " I know they do— the Empress 
and I often laugh over it and wonder where on earth people 
got the idea from. There's not one word of truth in it." ^ 
" The Moriers ' receive ' on Friday evening ; so you'll see lots 
of people after dinner — all the diplomatic corps i " " Ugh, 
what a pleasure ! Can't one get away when the guests begin 
to arrive ? " " You can get away to the whist table, no 
further ! " " Well " — ^with a sigh — " now for my forty 
winks." 

At the beginning of the new year (1887) I met General 
Kaulbars, fresh from his Bulgarian misadventure, at the 
Kioers (Danish Legation) ; but he was talkinig to Vlangali, 
and evidently not anxious to make acquaintance with an 
English newspaper correspondent 1 . On sasdng " Good- 
bye " to pretty Miss Lothrop he squeezed her hand so 
tightly as to jamb her rings (rather large ones, certainly) 
into her fingers, causing much pain. I remarked that it 
was a characteristic grip and explained his conduct in 
Bulgaria, which his face rather belied. To quote once 
again my note-books : 

January 12th. 6.30 p.m. Hdtel de France. " Hullo, 
Harford, you are dining early I " " Yes, I've just been to 
meet the chief (Sir Robert) and came in on the way. Count 
Schouv&Iofi came with him (from Berlin)." 

6.45 p.m. Countess Schouv£Ioff's drawing room. I found 
them sitting together, he looking well. After greetings and 
insistence that I should stay and dine, he told me that Morier 
had tried hard to pump him on the way, saying, V but my 

> In DUHnguished Persons in Russian Society, London, 1873, p. 32, 
it had been stated of Count Schouv&loff : " With the heir-apparent 
he has had many a quarrel, because he has discovered the yonng 
nobleman's (sic) correspondence with Aksftkofi and other SlavophUists." 
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dear Count, you told me didn't you a little yAnle back that 
between Germany and Russia . . . etc., etc." 

He gave an amusing account of Count Herbert Bismarck's 
reception of the Bulgarian deputation, which had been sent 
by the Provisional Government to the various Powers to seek 
advice and, if possible, enUst sympathy. His father had told 
him to be as brusque as possible with them and tell them to 
make it up with Russia. Count Herbert described it very 
comically. Enter the spokesman, a httle feUow with white 
tie and black tail-coat. He comes in holding out his hand. 
Count Herbert puts his hand behind his back. The Bulgarian, 
aheady flustered, begins " Your Excellency I Allow me to 
present my colleagues ..." " Certainly not ! By what 
right do you present them ? Each can come separately and 
speak for hiniself." " But they are here to — " " Here to 
what ? Let them wait I AU you have to do is to seek a 
reconciliation with Russia." " But, how can we, when the 
Tsar has cut ofE all communication with us ? — ^won't have 
anything to do with us ? " " Well, you know his candidate.^ 
Elect him 1 Then, perhaps, his Imperial Majesty may 
graciously condescend to acknowledge your existence." The 
other deputies were let in separately and treated after the 
same fashion. 

" Herbert Bismarck is a great man already. He makes 
the intimate reports {doklddt) to the Emperor for the whole 
Empire." 

I said to the Count " There have been all sorts of rumours — 
war with Austria ; you sent on a mission, etc." " Rubbish ! 
The Crown-prince Frederick said to me, ' I don't understand 
how your press can go on as it does, writing so against us.' 
' But your Highness, look at the German Press ! Why, they 
say the Tsar has killed your father's aide-de-camp (Colonel 
VJllaume) I ' " • Countess SchouvAloff: " They say, too, that 
Paul has had a duel with Herbert Bismarck I " Schouvdloff: 
" Nonsense I but Paul does, of a truth, say that the guard 
officers sulk with him {lui boudent), on account of Prince 

'■ The Prince of Mingrelia. 

'What really happened to Villaume was that doing Swedish g3rm- 
nasties alter a heavy meal, he twisted a gut. The doctors had nearly 
given him np when some one had the happy thought to pour quicksilver 
down his throat, or so it was said I In any case he recovered ; but 
the story got about that the Emperor had shot him i 
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Alexander." Countess : " Is the man really so popular ? " 
" Extremely so, with the whole (German) army ; but the 
Emperor has done something that has given great offence 
there ; he has deprived him of the title of AUesse on the army 
list, though leaving him on it — a thing one cannot do. Even the 
Empress Eugenie is still called Empress ; so was her husband 
called Emperor after his fall. As to the rumours they are 
simply due to boiurse speculators and it is known now in 
Berlin where they come from." Countess : " But it was said 
before that the Tsar had killed Count Reutem I " ^ Schou- 
vdloff: " Yes, that was of French origin." / : " Has the Tsar 
come to town ? " Countess : " Yes, they left Gatchina at 
three this afternoon." AndrH Schouvdloff : " Bunge (Finance 
Minister) joins the Conseil de VEmpire and Vishnigradsky 
takes his place." I : " You are late, my dear boy ; I tele- 
graphed that a fortnight or more ago I " AndrH Schouvdloff: 
" It is said that Donduk6ff-Kors4koff (Governor-General of 
the Caucasus) will be kicked out." I turn to Schouvdloff. 
" I heard that you would be appointed to the Caucasus, but, 
knowing that you refused it in x88i, of course didn't believe 
it." " No ; were it offered to me again I should again refuse." 
Countess : " Donduk6fi was here yesterday and how he 
swaggered I He said we should soon have a fleet in the Black 
Sea — ^four ironclads, I don't know how many torpedo boats, 
etc. I He also said : ' Our two points are Merv and Vladivo- 
stok : we ought to send out a lot of cruisers, etc., to 
Vladivostok and attack England's conmierce. We should 
lose all our ships before long, and our men too; my son 
would be blown up, with them — ^never mind I We would cause 
a loss of millions meantime I ' Dreadful man I How could he 
talk so of his son ? " 

The Countess gave me a silver salt-cellar for the New Year. 
Schouv&lofi said : " It should have been an inkpot (we were 
talking French) for he doesn't write enough to his paper." 
/ : " But perhaps the Countess gives me a salt-cellar parceque 
mes correspondanqes ne sont pas assez saUes." Schouvdloff: 
" Bravo, Ivdn Iv&novich, you are coming on I " 

Andr^ said the French army was much better than the 
German now. Russia in case of war would be at Vienna in 
lo days. The Germans were funks, etc. — all symptomatic, 

^ There was a long telegram from Paris on the subject in the 
Times. 

B.R. T 
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as he is in the horse-guards (in the ranks), and being crammed 
by officers from the Nicholas Staff Academy. 

At dinner Schouv&lofE said : " Your Morier told me a good 
story in the train. Some one — I forget who — ^was saying to 
TaUeyrand: * Je souffre touUs les peines it VEnfer!' 
' D6jk ? . . .' I've brought a good story from Berlin, too. 
A Hungarian went to Vienna and broke his leg. He was 
put to bed, but would not have the bone set by anyone in 
Vieima, insisting that his own doctor must be telegraphed 
for from Buda-Pesth. The latter answered enquiring Aether 
the case was very grave ; it was terribly inconvenient, but 
if really necessary he would come. First of all, however, he 
must know where the leg was broken ? The Hungarian wired 
back ' In the SUphanplaix I ' " 

After dinner Schouv&lofi sent round to de Giers to know 
if he would be at home, and got an answer that he would 
receive him at 9 p.m. shortly before which I left. 

14M January, 1887. I said to Schouvilofi a little while 
back : " I should like another interview with (Dmitri) Tol- 
stoy I " Said he, " So would de Giers I " 

" At the reception yesterday," he went on, " at the Winter 
Palace, the Emperor spoke amiably to all the Ambassadors. 
To Laboulaye he said : ' I am pleased to see in what correct 
terms MM. Goblet and Flourens have answered the so-called 
"Bulgarian Deputation".' This was said, purposely no 
doubt, in the hearing of Sir Robert Morier. The Empress 
gave her hand to Count Wolkenstein only ; but evidently 
relations with France are on the mend." 

5A February, 1887. These last few days war rumours have 
increased to such an extent that the whole press of Europe 
seems to regard an outbreak of hostilities as imminent and 
inevitable — between France and Germany, at least. My editor, 
who wrote a few days ago to know if I thought there would 
be war between Russia and Austria, telegraphed yesterday : 
" Universal belief here on eve of French German war what do 
you think : Mudford." I had three days previously wired 
that great confidence in the maintenance of peace was felt in 
the highest circles here and on lowing Mudford's telegram 
to Schouvilofi he said : " I will guarantee you that there will 
not be war at present." " You are quite sure ? Can I tele- 
graph in that sense ; in absolute confidence ? — ^my reputation 
is at stake and my position as correspondent I " " Yes ; I'm 
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quite sure." " People talk of Wolkenstein not having been 
at the baU last night but I hear he was ill ? " " Yes, I think 
it was that." " And they say that von Schweinitz had a long 
conversation with the Emperor." "True, but not about 
this at aU." 

I sent accordingly a strong telegram (yesterday, 24th Febru- 
ary) after dining with Countess Sdiouv^ofi and Andrdi — Peter 
bc^g engaged to dine at the Moriers. 

I went on to Harford's, to play whist, where Gevers^ and 
Hardinge' fully confirmed what I had heard about the chances 
of peace and war. Gevers knew that both Laboulaye and 
von Schweinitz had assured de Giers most strongly of the 
peaceful intentions of their respective Governments. 

By the way, the want of the simple aspirate in Russian 
led to curious results in regard to foreign names. We had 
a string of G's and H's together and Gevers (pronoimced in 
Dutch Havers, fnoTe or less), Herbert, Hardinge, Harford, 
and Hugh Gough became Gevers, Gerbert, Gardinge, 
Garford, and Gugh Gough. Later Henry Howard became 
Genry Govard ; Hubbard, Gubbard ; Hohenlohe, Gogen- 
loge I I had at first some difficulty in recognising in 
Pelgam, the hero of one of Bulwer Lj^ton's novels! 
General Hall, a Russian of English descent, was only 
known as Gall, and later, I had much trouble in fmding 
a book on the Caucasus by " Vangalen," who turned out 
to be a certain Van Halen. In the same way W being 
represented by V (as in the Weller family), Wurts, White- 
head, Welby became Vurts, Vitehead, Velby ! 

On the 5th March I went to SchouvAloff's at 9 a.m., 
breakfasted with him and drove to the Powder Works, 
he with P61ovtseff, with whom he wanted to talk affairs 
of State, I alone in his troika, von Schweinitz with his 
own chasseur in another. On arrival, Dietz told us that 
three wolves had been at the carrion,' and we arranged 

' At the outbreak of the great war Dutch Minister at Washington. 
* Now Sir Arthur Hardinge, lately British Ambassador at Madrid. 
> A dead horse put down to attract the wolves. 
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to go after them ; Dietz and the trackers went ofE, we to 
follow in an hour's time. 

While waiting, von Schweinitz, for once, told us some- 
thing interesting. He said : " Twenty years ago I was 
out shooting with the late Emperor when Count Fersen, 
then Grand Veneur, produced an explosive bullet and 
fired it at a small pine tree, which it shattered. The 
Emperor was much struck by this, and spoke in a way 
that made me expect something to be done. Not long 
after he took up the question of explosive bullets, and 
summoned the conference at St. Petersburg which decided 
against their use in war below a certain size.^ The 
English representative was a general — I forget his name 
— who convinced me that it is better not to know lan- 
guages. He could say nothing but ' No, no ! No, no 1 ' 
but, eventually, carried his point. It was not long before 
the Franco-German War, and we knew that the Emperor 
Napoleon was preparing something a great deal lighter 
than one pound. It had to be decided by weight, as 
otherwise one might simply lei^^en the cartridge. 
We, also, had something ready. I made my speech in 
German, and repeated it in English for the benefit of the 
English general. He was bent on the minimum limit of 
I lb. and kept volleying his ' No, no ! ' at me. Eventually 
the majority decided in his favour, and I gave in. 
It was in the days, you know, when, at Berlin, ' the 
Emperor (of Russia) wishes it ' was un mot sacramentel. 
If it had not been for that we should, no doubt, have 
entered the war of 1870 with explosive bullets." Schwei- 
nitz said fmther, about magazine rifles : " I think them 
unnecessary, but their adoption is a concession to the 
f eeUng of the day. They have, or are supposed to have, 
moments of advantage — ^in attacking, just before the 

^ The International Declaration of 1868 (St. Petenburg) renoonoed 
the use in time of war of explosive projectiles under 400 grammes 
weight : the further Declaration of 1899 renounced the use of eacpansive 
bullets. 
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assault; and to put the finishing touch to a defeat — 
in defence, too, at the last moment — ^but what troops 
would keep the necessary coolness ? " I remarked that 
Colonel Klepsch ^ had also disparaged them, saying that 
troops, so far, were unable to take full advantage of 
the present excellent weapons, such as the Russian 
Berdan, etc., and the fire, though more rapid for one dis* 
charge of the magazine, was not quicker in the long nm, 
as it took longer to load, and moreover, at critical moments, 
troops would not be cool enough to change the magazine. 
Schouvdlofi condemned General von Roon's order of the 
day to the troops of his district (Odessa), telling them 
that it was not tiie guns but the men behind them ; they 
were not to care for magazine rifles, etc. Von Schweinitz 
said : " It was fooHsh of him to say it, but I agree with 
him as to the facts/' Schouv&lofE was right. 

P61ovtsefE told a story of an elk-chasse, in the course 
of which General von Werder, on the left, let fly at a 
fox — ^he who never could get his gun of! 1 " Then General 
Cher^vin, on the right, hearing the shot, fired at a hare ; 
whereupon I, thinking the elk had come out, knocked 
over a capercailzie, which had settled on a tree in front 
of me — with a bullet. Of course, the result was that the 
elk went back 1 " Great indignation against the unfor- 
tunate von Werder. Another time de Vogii6 (the author), 
who was next to the Grand-duke Alexis, seeing a herd of 
elk advancing towards his neighbour, let fly at them. 
They went back and escaped. The grand-ducal anger 
may be imagined 1 On being asked for an explanation, 
de Vogii^ said he thought the right thing to do in such 
a case was to fire at the herd in order to disperse it I 

That night Wurtz gave a dinner in honour of Gevers, 
who was transferred to London in consequence of a quarrel 
— question de femme — ^with his chief, Stutwegen, a fire- 
eater who boasted that he had fought seventeen duels 

^ Austro-HmigBrian military attach^ in St. Petersburg doxing many 
years — a most channing personality, and exceptionally well-informed. 
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and killed four of his opponents! He didn't frighten 
Gevers, who stood up to him manfully ; but on a previous 
occasion he had sent the wife of the Belgian Minister, 
a feeble old gentleman, into hysterics, by exclaiming : 
*' Madame I je vous renvtrrai voire mari ensanglanti I '* 
— ^the cause of anger that time being a dispute about 
precedence between the ladies ! 

From the time when the difference arose between Prince 
Alexander and the Tsar in 1883 Bulgaria seldom left us 
in repose for long. The war alarms had hardly begun to 
subside, and my assurance that, barring accidents, there 
would be no recourse to arms was still doubted in many 
quarters, when a pro-Russian military conspiracy 
broke out without warning in Bulgaria, and again the 
peace of Emiope was endangered. I had stated in a 
telegram of the ist March that Russia neither desired 
nor intended the occupation of Bulgaria, but that her 
hand might be forced. The conspiracy was reprobated 
by the great majority of the people and the Bulgarian 
Government suppressed it wi^ great promptness and 
vigour. On 5th March the leaders were court-martialled 
at Rustchuk, and on the following morning shot. The 
Russian papers, especially of course the Slavophil organs, 
were furious. The Moscow Gazette spoke of the executions 
as a " terrible massacre," and called the traitors " victims 
of loyalty to Russia." Komar6fi's Sviet^ declared they 
were Bulgaria's best sons, men devoted to Russia and so 
on. Now, such an incident might weU have forced Russia's 
hand, as I feared. Fortimately, the regents were sensible 
enough to deliver over the conspirators of Russian blood 
to neutral keeping, and the Tsar, withstanding the Slavo- 
phil call, maintained his pdicy of non-intervention. 

On the 9th March I went shooting with P61ovtsefi and 
Schouv&loff ; by train to Tsarskoe, thence, by troika with 
Colonel Vasmund, to Ij6ra. I got four hares out of seven 

^ " Light." This KomartfE, a shaggy chauvinist, was a brother of 
the victor of Penjdeh. 
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killed ; detestable weather, wet, driving snow. Countess 
Schouv&lofi, coming from Pavlovsk, joined us on the 
homeward journey. Schouv&loff told me he had seen 
Lob&nofE-Rost6vsky, Russian Ambassador at Vienna, 
who had been received by the Emperor on Monday.^ 
His Majesty had determined to do nothing in regard to 
the Bulgarian executions. In fact nothing would move 
him to action but the return of Battenberg. I pointed 
out that a semi-official note in the Journal de St. PAers- 
bourg that morning ended with the words : " Patience 
has limits — ^these limits have been passed." He admitted 
that Horn (editor of the Journal) saw Jomini, de Giers' 
assistant, every day ; but held that the note could not 
be attributed to the latter. In spite of appearances, 
therefore, this phrase must not be taken as referring to 
any contemplated action on the part of Russia. 

Of Jomini, P61ovtsefi said : " I was at the meeting 
of the Historical Society yesterday, at the Anichkofi 
Palace, and sat between the Emperor and the Tsar^vich 
(this also a bit of swagger). The sitting lasted over two 
hours, and the boy amused himself with scribbling or 
sketching something on a sheet of paper. When we 
rose Jomini took up the paper, and most cringingly begged 
permission to keep it as a souvenir. Fancy I the old 
sinner ! The poor boy didn't know i;idiat to say or whether 
he was being laughed at or not.'' 

The conversation turned on " antiques," and P61ovtsefE 
told how he had found at Kolomna a jewelled Sevres 
cup, with portrait of Marie Antoinette, which he recog- 
nised as missing from the set in the Tsarskoe Palace, 
After months of persuasion he at last got the old lady 
into whose hands it had fallen to sell it to him, and he 
then presented it to the Emperor or restored it to the 
collection ; but never got even thank-you {merci, chien) 
for it. He had done this sort of thing often and never 

^Lob^ofE succeeded Schonv&loff in London in 1879. He was 
Rnasian Ambassador in Vienna from 1882 to 1895. 
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got thanked (probably because he was the sort of person 
people don't much like thanking, but that he didn't 
know I) He presented Napoleon III. with a fine MS. of 
Caesar's Commentaries, when he was writing his history 
— ^in this case, likewise, he was never thanked. I men- 
tioned the piece of Henri II. ware from Golitsin's collection 
(just bought by the Emperor). Lumley (Q.M.) had told 
me a piece had been left at Christie's and the owner had 
never called for it, though some months had elapsed. 
Christie's telegraphed to Prince Golitsin, beUeving it 
to have been stolen from his collection in Moscow, and 
got the answer back that nothing was missing. P61ovtsefiE 
said he beUeved there had been something queer done 
there, some time back — ^sham pieces substituted for real 
to conceal a sale, or what not. 

On the loth March, dining at Hugh Cough's, I heard 
from Klepsch the explanation of the " limits of patience " 
note in the Journal de St. Pdtersbourg, namely, that it 
was inserted on the responsibiUty of the editor without 
the cognizance of de Giers. It was, therefore, one of 
two things — ^a mere example of trop de zile, or an attempt 
to force that Minister's hand. 

At limch next day at Wurts', General Tolst6y, who 
had estates in six provinces and was a great agriculturalist, 
told me he had just introduced camels in Samara, between 
the village opposite Khvalinsk and his estate near Nicol- 
ayeff (where I was in 1879). The camels drew sledges, 
and three did the work of five horses ; they were trousered 
— ^like the Gouda cows — and wore sheepskin boots. 
They were doing very well. All they require is a good 
warm ^d to he on. He was about to try them with 
hght American ploughs. 

That night there was a rout at the Moriers. Sir Robert 
greeted me with " How do you do, Mr. Badddey I I 
haven't seen you for months and months (in reality about 
six weeks)." " Not so long as that, I hope. Sir Robert. 
The fact is I don't like to trouble you when I've nothing 
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particular to tell you." " Yes, but I like to compare 
notes from time to time." " I am only too honoured." 
" They do write such a lot of damned nonsense from 
here." "Well, you have seen, doubtless, that I have 
been very quiet and very paci&c of late." " Yes, you 
have." 

Two days later (i/i3th March), the anniversary of the 
Emperor's assassination, I left home at 6.10 in a sledge, 
and had just turned the comer from the Moshkoff-peretilok 
into the MiUi6nnaya, when Hardinge and Harford in 
another sledge overtook me and shouted : " Heard 
the news ? " " What ? " " Only the Emperor William 
dead and an attempt on the Tsarl We're off to the 
German Embassy to find out if it's true." I followed 
them. Von Schweinitz had come in tired from shooting 
and was asleep. At this moment Dumba came up, and 
we learnt from the Swiss that there was no truth in the 
report about the Emperor WiUiam, a telegram having 
been received from Berlin that very afternoon saying 
that he was in good health. 

Dumba, however, confirmed the news of an attempt 
of some kind on the Tsar ; so I went at 7 p.m. to Schou- 
v&loff and found him and his wife and son at dinner. 
I told them the news, they not having heard it. Then I 
went to the Hdtel de France, and got off a cipher telegram, 
after which I wrote out an open and fuller one, which 
the censor refused, though acknowledging its accuracy. 

Sir Halliday Macartney told me afterwards that on 
the 14th March some one from Renter's came to him in 
London and asked him if he knew anything of the attempt 
on the Tsar. He did not. Renter's man then said that 
he had been to the Russian Embassy, where they denied 
the fact most positively, as did Downing Street. He 
had come to Macartney as a last resource before going 
back to the office to send out all over the world the 
contradiction that had already been prepared. Macartney 
said : " Take my advice and do nothing of the sort I 
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I know the coirespondent who sent it and am perfectly 
certain that it is true." Renter's withheld their con- 
tradiction, much to their advantage. De Giers first heard 
the news via London, i.e. from me ! 

Next day I went to see Schouvdloff. General Putiline 
was with him and told him the whole story. Several 
conspirators with bombs had been arrested just in time.^ 
At lunch at the hotel my secretary came in and told me 
the censor had received a Renter's telegram from London 
saying that the news was in the Standard. " You certainly 
know how to manage yom: business/' said that official. 

I sent ofi another cipher telegram to Londgn and a 
full account by train to Eydtkfihnen. Open despatches 
were still, to my joy, refused, which I knew would ensure 
me priority. I dined at the Embassy with Bishop Wilkin- 
son and others. Sir Robert said : *' So there you are, 
Mr. Baddeley; you have treated us rather shabbily, I 
think." "In what way, Sir Robert?" " WeU, I expected 
you to come and tell me all you knew about this a£Eair, 
and now I have a telegram from the Queen herself, 
showing that the news is already in the Standard I " 
" But, Sir Robert, I sent nothing but the bare fact last 
night. I had that much from your own people. Now I 
can tell you the story in full detail." " Well, I must say 
that's pretty smart of you I While we were waiting to 
hear more, you got ahead with what you knew. Not 
bad 1 Now for dinner, and you shall tell me all about it 
afterwards." 

About this time Admiral Greig died in Berlin, and 
Schouv&loff went there and brought back his friend's 
body to St. Petersburg, arriving on the 25th March. 

On the 2ist I had received a note from Mudford con- 
taining in reference to my cipher despatch of the ist 
instant the phrases " imcommonly well done," *' utmost 
satisfaction." I now wrote the following : 

" Many thanks for your note. I'm very glad it succeeded. 

^ Five of them were hanged. 
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The others papers were too sceptical considering that the 
Kushk afiEair appeared in precisely the same way.^ 

" I have seen Count Sdiouv&lofi on his return from Berlin 
with Greig's remains and he says, ' you may be as sure of peace 
as of my friendship to you/ which is the best assurance I could 
have." 

Towards the end of April the Afghan Commission 
met in St. Petersburg, and at first gave little promise 
of a satisfactory conclusion. No slight sensation was 
caused when, early in May, Dhuleep Singh was smuggled 
into Russia by M. Cyon, Katkdff's agent in Paris and 
coadjutor on the Moscow Gazette, whose antagonism to 
England led him to take this doubtful means of endeavour- 
ing to stir up trouble for us in Central Asia and India. 
The Russian Government, however, as I was able to state 
on excellent authority, knew nothing beforehand of 
Dhuleep's arrival, and promptly set a strict watch on 
his movements. There were not wanting signs of good- 
will towards England at this time, and N. Ilov^ky, a 
well-known publicist of Moscow, urged even that the 
Aighan dispute should be made use of to force Great 
Britain into an alliance with France and Russia directed 
against the conmion enemy, Germany. 

On the 1st Jime, General Bogdan6vich, another of the 
Alliance Franco-Russe band, was, by an Imperial order 
•* permitted to leave the Russian service." 

On the 14th May I dined at the Embassy, and afterwards 
took Sir Robert to V&rtemiaki to stalk capercailzie, a 
new experience for him. Next day Schouv&loff called 
and told me that de Blowitz's story of his telegrams to 
the Russians to enter Constantinople was quite correct. 

The Times of loth May had pubUshed the following 
from de Blowitz as an absolutely authentic accoimt of 
an unknown episode of the Russo-Turkish war : 

'' To understand the violent disappointment of the Russians 
after the Congress of Berlin one must know the following 

^ The Ghbe, I remember, made merry at my expense. 
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incident which shows that Russia thought at the end of the 
war that she was absolute mistress of the Turks and of Euro- 
pean Turkey. Count Schouv&lofi, the Russian Ambassador 
in London, repeatedly telegraphed to the Russians to enter 
Constantinople, a£finning that England would not move a 
finger against the occupation of Constantinople on condition 
that Gsdlipoli should not be occupied and that no attempt 
to blockade the English fleet should be tried. Accordingly, 
a telegram was sent from St. Petersburg to San Steidiano and 
to General Ignktiefi ordering the conunanders to enter Con- 
stantinople and to occupy it, at any cost. The telegram in 
cipher was made unintelligible by the Turks, who themselves 
could not read it but had a shrewd inkling of its contents. 
Meantime Musurus was instructed to warn the English Cabinet 
of Russia's designs and demand help. The Cabinet met 
hastily and telegraphed to Lord A. Loftus to see the Tsar and 
tell hun or his Chancellor that the occupation of Constanti- 
nople would be held a casus belli. The Tsar thereupon 
abandoned his intention." 

We know now that it was on June i8th, 1887, that Count 
Paul Schouv&loff and Count Herbert Bismarck signed 
the secret " re-insurance " Treaty between Russia and 
Germany, by which not only was the Three Empires 
Treaty of 1881, renewed in 1884, again renewed, but 
by an " additional and very secret " Protocol it was 
agreed that : 

I. Germany, as in the past, will lend her assistance to 
Russia in order to re-establish a regular and legal Government 
in Bulgaria. She promises in no case to give her consent to 
the restoration of the Prince of Battenberg. 2. In case his 
Majesty the Emperor of Russia should find himself under the 
necessity of assuming the task of defending the entrance of 
the Black Sea in order to safeguard the interests of Russia, 
Germany engages to accord her benevolent neutrality and her 
moral and diplomatic support to the measures which his 
Majesty may deem it necessary to take to guard the key of 
his Empire.^ 

1 The Secret TreaHes of Austria-Hung wy, 1879-1914, by Dr. A. F. 
Pribram (tzs.) , Cambridge, Harvard University Ptess ; London, Humphry 
Milford ; Oxford, University Press, 1920. 
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Now, I find by my diary that Peter SchouvdlofE was 
away from St. Petersburg, apparently abroad, from the 
i8/30th May to the i6/28th July, 1887, and, knowing 
weU both brothers and their relations with Bismarck, 
I have Uttle doubt that though Paul and Herbert Bismarck 
signed the Treaty, Peter and the Chancellor negotiated it. 
In any case, I am convinced that my friend was aware of 
its execution and cognisant of its contents. 

On the 7th July, Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Coburg was 
elected by the Grand Sobranie to the throne of Bulgaria. 

On the Z3th I called at the Embassy and saw Sir 
Robert, who said he had seen de Giers and West Ridge- 
way. The Afghan business was about to be settled, at 
last. As to Balkan affairs, he assured me there was 
nothing new. Russia stuck to her former position. 
As to the other Powers " each one is waiting to see what 
the other damned fellows will do." 

The Afghan Delimitation Convention was signed 
in St. Petersburg on the 20th July after two years' 
negotiation.^ 

On the 1st August died at Znimensky, near Moscow, 
Katk6fi, most doughty leader of the " Russia for the 
Russians " school. He had been editor of the Moscow 
Gazette since 1861, and had exerted unrivalled influence 
both in home and foreign poUtics. 

Paul DeroulMe at once set out from Paris to repre- 
sent the French "party of revenge" at the funeral, 
and delivered an eloquent speech beside the open grave. 
This was on the Qtb. On the 14th he arriv^ in Nijni 
N6vgorod, where he was entertained the same evening 
by the merchants at a banquet, and, drinking a toast to 
the Tsar, ended a short speech with Vive la Russie, Vive 
la France, vive la gloire des armes Russes et Frangaises I 
As the governor of the city, the notorious Captain Bari- 
nofiE,^ was present, this affair made no little stir in Europe, 
and of course gave great ofiEence in Berlin. 

1 See p. 320 sq, ' See amiUt p. i lo. 
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" that is all the more reason for sending you I " Schouvdloff, 
to me, " What ugly mugs these Letts have I " " Yes, but 
I think some Russians must have Lettish blood in them, to 
judge by their faces ; and many of them are quite Tartars 
in appearance." Schouvdloff: " Well even we may be of 
Tartar origin — ^many of the Tartars in St. Petersburg 
call themselves Schouvdloff." ^ " Do not the good looks in 
your family come from your Polish mother ? " Schouvdloff: 
" Probably, but my fattier's brother was a very handsome 
man — ^you know his portrait in my room in St. Petersburg, 
with a beard." 

i8^ August Ruhenihal. Sitting on a bench in the Tannen- 
laube — sixteen spruce-firs in a ring eight yards in diameter. 
The largest tree is fully nine feet in circumference at five feet 
from ground ; others of the trunks are very thin, but all are 
of about same height, say sixty feet or more, with no branches 
growing inside the circle. Here on the hottest day it is ever 
cool and shady. Schouv&loff remembers playing here with 
his sister, when they and the trees, or most of them, were 
young. He talks now, with an arrogance that in him, some- 
how, never seems offensive, of the blundering ways of English 
diplomatists and statesmen : " When in London I had to write 
to the Emperor as to Lord Lytton's appointment. He had 
asked what effect it might have — ^what sort of man he was. I 
answered ' It is as though your Majesty were to send Alex£i 
Tolst6y to Warsaw ! ' Tolst6y was a poet, a fine fellow 
{slavny fnaly), but could do nothing but write verses, not even 
dress himself without forgetting his necktie, or his sword when 
he came to Court, and so on I 

" Even Salisbury, at the Berlin Congress, betrayed such 
weakness t such ignorance I alwa}^ trying to make some deep 
combination, out of which nothing ever came. I tricked him 
well at one of the preliminary meetings at AmpthiU's. I 
meant to get the Sanjack of Sofia for Bulgaria, on my own 

^ The nobility of the Schouv^ofis dates only from the commenoement 
of the eighteenth century. My friend was a descendant of Count 
Peter Schouv&lofi, son of one of Peter the Great's generals and lover 
of his daughter the Empress Elizabeth. He became Grand-master 
of Artillery, and in that capacity rendered great services to his country. 
He was accused of covetousness and cruelty, but that he was able and 
witty is proved by his correspondence with Voltaire, whom he persuaded 
to write the weU-known History of Russia under PeUr the Great, Elizabeth 
herself, through her paramour, supplying the materials. 
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account, though the intention was to leave it to Eastern 
Roumelia. Salisbury and the Austrians ochen menyd nagrizli 
(worried me severely) but the former said he would give it 
up if a Turkish garrison were left in Varna, which would not 
have suited us at all. The Austrians, on their part, wanted 
an additional slice to some place or other we didn't care a rap 
about, or how much was added to it. So I said : ' Very well, 
one or the other, but I must refer to my Government first,' 
to which I did not refer at all. But next day I said : ' Well, 
I agree to the Austrian proposal.' Salisbury began protesting : 
' but I understood . . .' whereupon I broke in, ' You agreed 
yesterday to leave me the choice and I chose this.' There 
was nothing more to be said and Bulgaria got Sofia, entirely 
through me ; for at St. Petersburg they did not mean even 
to claim it." ^ 

It is amusing to contrast this with the estimate of my 
friend's ability in a grossly unfair and most erroneous 
biography of him in a recent volume of the Russian 
Encyclopaedia, where we are told that " his nomination 
to London was unlucky for him, as he was incapable of 
contending with men of such great diplomatic abihty as 
Beaconsfield and Disraeli [sic]. They invariably took him 
in with the utmost ease, and he was always the last 
to know things that he should have known first." On 
the other side, again, we have Kinglake's view in a letter 
to Mme. de N6vikoff of ist August, 1878,* in regard to 
the Salisbury-Schouv&loff agreement of the 30th May: 
" Thanks to the imbecility of our ' mountebank ' 
(Beaconsfield), Schouvdlofi obtained one of the most 

^ In the Times of June 27th, 1878, de Blowitz records " Schouv^lofi's 
great leat " of securing Sofia for Bulgaria as foUows : " Count Schouvd- 
lofi bore the brunt of &e (English) attack and displayed such admirable 
tact and temper that he won the admiration even of his chief antagonists. 
As is already known his efforts were weU rewarded. The town of Sofia 
and a considerable part of the surrounding country were incorporated 
into Bulgaria." To Lady Bradford Lord Beaconsfield writes (June 
26th, 1878), " Schou. fights a difficult and losing battle with mar- 
vellous talent and temper. He is a first rate parliamentary debater, 
never takes a note, and yet in his reply never misses a point." Life, 
vol. vi. p. 328. 

• The M,P./or Russia, vol. i. p. 531. 

B.R. u 
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signal diplomatic victories that was ever won." And we 
know now from Lord Beaconsfield himself that during 
the most critical period of the Eastern Question, incredible 
as it may seem, a traitor in the British Cabinet enabled 
Schouv&loff, " the last to know things/' to report to his 
Government day by day what took place in Downing 
Street.^ So variously do men judge one another I As I 
am not writing a biography of Schouv&lofi, but merely 
contributing, en passant, material towards one, I will 
only say here that whatever he was he was not a fool. 

Schouvdloff (continuing) : " The Khivan afiair was very 
dishonest on our part. In accordance with my instructions 
I had given assurances that Khiva would not be taken, but 
Kaufmann took it on his own responsibility. I was for 
giving it up, and the Emperor would have done so ; but 
Gortdiak6fi said our promise concerned the town of Khiva 
only, n(4 the Khanate, and we need not take a square inch 
of the town — so /Said, so done I " 

It will be remembered that these assurances were spon- 
taneously and directly made by the Tsar through Schou- 
v&lofi when the latter was sent to England in 1873 on 
a special mission, to negotiate the marriage of the Duchess 
of Edinburgh.* 

^ Lif0, etc., vol. vi. pp. 209-2x1. 

' See Annual Ragisier, 1873, Appendix No. 3, Earl Gmnville to Lord 
Augustus Loftus, P.O. January 8, 1873. 

" Having received information from your Excellency and from Count 
Brunnow that Count Schouv^off, a statesman enjoying the full confi- 
dence of the Emperor of Russia, had left St. Petersburg for London 
at the desire of his Imperial Maj^ty I had the pleasure of receiving his 
Excellency on the 8th instant. He confirmed the fact that it was by 
the Emperor's desire that he had sought a personal interview with 



me. . • . 



In regard to Khiva the Envoy stated : " Not only was it far from 
the intention of the Emperor to take possession of IQiiva but positive 
orders had been prepared to prevent it and directions given tihat the 
conditions imposed should be such* as could not in any way lead to a 
prolonged occupation of Khiva. 

" Count Schouvdloff repeated the surprise which the Emperor, 
entertaining such sentiments, felt at the uneasiness which it was said 
existed in England on the subject, and he gave me most decided assur- 
ance that I might give positive assurances to Parliament on this matter." 
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" Bismarck said : ' I have tried all policies and find honesty 
the only good one.' He also said (to Beaconsfidd) during the 
Congress * England will last as long as horse-racing ; it is the 
bond between the classes.' " ^ Apropos of England giving up 
Batoum and then wishing to back out, Schouv&loff enlarged 
on the stupidity of the way in which we went to work about 
Cyprus, so secretly, and yet with so much fuss, when we 
mi^t take not one but three or four islands and still be not a 
bit better guaranteed. " The English are always suspicious, 
seeing deep designs where none exist. The Germans are 
clever and even wise as diplomatists. The Austrians, too, 
manage their affairs nye dumo (not badly). Italian diplo- 
matists, Crispi for instance, are clever, but the French, English 
and Russians one more stupid than the other I " All this 
was apropos of the Russian circular-note on Coburg's entry 
into Bulgaria, threatening to regard the Berlin Treaty as null 
and void — i.e. biting off one's nose to spite one's face. " As 
if you said you would leave Ruhenthal because of some slight 
difference of opinion with me as to one of the keepers I For 
Russia, too, makes very good use of the Berlin Treaty when 
it suits her purpose — and disregards it when it does not — as 
in the matter of this ' free port ' of Batoum." 

Schouv&loff now told the story of his first meeting with 
Lord Derby. It was on the occasion of the visit to England 
lately mentioned. The train was delayed, so that he arrived 
late at Windsor, and the Queen allowed him to dine in his 
military uniform just as he was — mufti being all but unknown 
to him. Next to him on one side was the Duke of Cambridge ; 
on the other a quiet gentleman in black, with knee-breeches, 
who, when not eating, held his hands crossed on his breast 
muttering to himself the while. Schouv&loff took him to be 
the chaplain and turned the conversation upon clerical matters. 
At last the Duke asked him in German — " Why do you talk 
' church ' to your neighbour ? " " Well, isn't he the chaplain ? " 
" Dear me, no I That is Lord Derby, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs!" 

He went back to London and next morning, early, called 
upon Poole, who took a great interest in his case — the predica- 
ment of having no ' civil ' clothes to wear — and in the course 

^ Lord Beaconsfield's own version is " So long as the English are 
devoted to racing, sodaliam has no chance with yon." Life, etc., 
vol. vi. p. 33i» 
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of conversation spoke familiariy of the Prince of Wales, 
hinting that he might manage a private introdnction ! This 
staggered my friend even more than wbait had occurred some 
years previously in Paris. On arrival there he was suffering 
from a violent toothache. He went to Dr. Evans, the 
American dentist, who, in the course of his qperations, said : 
" I am going to attend the Empress in an hour's time. Count ; 
if you care to come with me I am sure I can secure you a 
private audience of her Majesty I " 

At this moment there was a trampling of horses, a Jinking 
of bells. It was Count Pahlen calling, on the way to his estate 
a few miles off. Our conversation, or, rather, my friend's 
monologue, was interrupted.^ 

At lunch Pahlen speaks of some friend of his and of Schou- 
viloff's as having deteriorated. " He actually took salt with 
his fingers I " — I was glad to find someone in Russia to be 
shocked at it I — " I did not say anytiiing but my look was 
enough, as I laid down my knife and fork in astonishment ! 
I assure you he didn't do it a second time I " Schouvdloff: 
" Well, I confess that when I am alone I do it, too I " Pahten 
(with horrified look) " Pray don't — some day you will do it 
before people I " Schouvdloff, smiling, " Oh, eto tolko naroir 
nuyu polUiku ya ditiayu," meaning, I only do it by way of 
practice to make m}rself popular if occasion arises I 

That reminds me that once in Schouviloff's house in 
St. Petersburg, at dinner, his boy Andr^, aged about 
sixteen, tired of hearing his father praising Western 
civilisation, exclaimed : " Well, I'm a true Russian 
anyhow— too* at my nails I " holding up ten very black 
ones, such as those of which an English lady once said 
" You might grow mignonette in them ! " Andrei was 
then at Katkdff 's famous LycSe, founded by liim in support 
of " Church and State." 

iglh August. Up at 4.15 to see the eclipse. At Kovno, 
60 versts off, it is total. A misty morning. The German 
tutor and others gather on the roof. The servants had 
blackened bits of glass over the oil-lamps so effectually that 

1 This was a descendant of Peter Pahlen, Governor-General of St. 
Petersburg, one of the assassins of Paul I., who had created him " Count " 
two years previously (1799). 
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nothing whatever could be seen through them I I prepared 
others for the Count and Countess and myself ; we went out 
to the bridge, and saw the whole phenomenon, but not well, 
for it was cloudy and misty. At the maximum occultation 
only the merest rim of the sun's disc was left, yet the light was 
strong enough to spoil the effect. I had read somewhere a 
marvellous description of the influence of an eclipse on bird 
and beast, full of phrases such as ' darkness visible,' ' myster- 
ious brooding,' ' instinctive awe,' ' apparent infraction of the 
Laws of Nature ' (with capital letters), and so on. Here, at 
least, there was nothing of the sort. The darkness was no 
greater than in full moonshine. Shadows spread ; there was, 
in truth, a somewhat sickly, yellow light ; but I noticed 
particularly that cows, hens, ^eep and horses were absolutely 
unaffected. They went on chewing the cud, scratching and 
clucking, nibbling the grass, mimching hay, as though nothing 
out of the common were happening I " Come along, Iv&n 
Iv&novich I partridge shooting is much better fun," said the 
Count. So off we went and shot two brace each, and Schou- 
v&lofi got one double snipe. 

The Countess is discontented because her brilliant husband 
does nothing serious, " only reads French novels, such a waste 
of really great gifts I In St. Petersburg he will shew complete 
ignorance of a subject, say, of some important financial 
question, and at the Council of the Empire, two or three days 
later, he will get up and, to the astonishment even of lus 
friends, make a speech about it that the Finance Minister 
himself must envy I " 

I had another clever friend who was reproached, play- 
fully, for continually reading French novels in his city 
office in London. " How can you expect to make money? " 
" My dear fellow, I only wish I had done nothing but 
read French novels for the last ten years. I shoidd be 
a much richer man." As he died, not long after, worth 
jf 360,000 his love of yellow-backs — by no means exclusive, 
for he was a very well-read man — ^would seem to have 
been justified. 

One stag and six hinds of fallow deer were bought, and 
introduced here two years ago ; there are now sixteen. " In 
three years more, Iv&n Iv&novich, you and I will be going 
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into the park to shoot the stags marked oat to keep the herd 
down." I hoped not I 

I pleaded successfully for leaving one or two alleys in the 
garden without gravel ; there are plenty with it, and the green 
turf is so much more beautiful. There are no beeches here ; 
I mean to send some from England. 

Krugs, or Krohgs, are roadside taverns. Inscriptions have 
just b^n put on them in Russian, by order of the Government, 
though the people understand nothing but Lettish or Gennan ! 

A Jew bought this year's apple-crop in the meadows between 
the road and the river for Rs. lOO. He, with his wife and two 
sons, has been camping out there for the past two weeks, to 
see that none are stolen. Berg said last night : " The Govern- 
ment ought to do something to save us. Prices are all so low 
that we shall be ruined if they continue. I don't fear America 
or Austria but I have seen samples of Indian wheat and we 
cannot possibly compete against grain such as that I " Schou- 
v41off : " But what can the Government do ? " " WeU, if 
necessary, conquer India and ruin iti" Yunkerdom is 
evidently not confined to neighbouring Prussia. 

Of neighbouring places Bomemunde has been a feoff of the 
Schepping family since 1499. Jungfemhof, now in ruins, has 
graves of the Manteufels.^ 

23rd August To Maizoten, Princess Lieven's |>lace. Queer 
lawn tennis, almost as funny as the croquet in ' Alice.' The 
ground marked out with tape and hairpins, over which we 
frequently tripped. A very active French tutor was evidently 
of opinion that the thing to do was to see how high you could 
send the ball without hitting it out of the ground. My 
partner was one of the daughters, in long riding habit, the end 
thrown over her arm, and ' top ' hat I I could not help 
laughing and I'm afraid gave offence, the more so that there 
were many very solemn people about, dressed in black broad- 
cloth with large white chokers, badly tied, some of them 
Dutch Evangelists. In Russia proper they would have been 

^ From the Ndvo0 Vrimya, 25/7th August, 1915. " The owner of the 
estate Kapssdsn, Baron George Manteufel, ga^e a two-days' feast 
in honour of the German successes, which was attended by the whole 
of the German staff. The foxesters of Baron Manteufel acted as guides 
to the Germans, dressed as Prussian officers. Not long ago this same 
Baron Manteufel was president of the requisitions commission (Russian) 
and he had been marshal of the Grobinsk nobility {Kr^isfHorchali 
since 1888." 
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arrested, but here, where all around are Lutherans, their 
proceedings are winked at or ignored. The Princess, like 
Countess Schouv&lofi, who accompanied us, is an ardent 
follower of Lord Radstock. 

These great ladies amused me considerably, though I 
took pains to conceal it. The " Radstock " t3^e as I 
knew it in Russia was a delightful one for anybody with 
a grain of humour to contemplate — such complete self- 
confidence, such abscdute belief that they were going to 
Heaven and all who differed from them to Hell ! Such 
implicit assurance in the perfection of their own char- 
acters and the all-sufficient nature of their own faith 
and works. Calling in the beggar at the gate, yet (in 
some cases) making their servants' hves a burden to them ; 
knitting woollen stockings for the poor and wearing the 
most expensive silk themselves ; talking of self-denial and 
other Christian virtues with peculiar unction but refusing 
to visit a country-place where there was no man-cookl 
Very kind and friendly, withal, to me "a lost sheep," 
as Countess Schouv&loff called me, but a sheep who 
might yet be ' found ' I I noticed particularly that the 
converts, especially the lady-converts, were all well past 
the frivolous age. To resume : 

August 27th (having meantime transferred ourselves, some 
sixty miles, to Salven, also in Courland). With Schouv&loff, 
an the forest, or rather in a moss-bog with stunted fir trees 
sparsely set, swarming with elk-flies. These are most annoying 
creatures ; they get into his hair and mine and more than once 
we have to undergo ' Murillo ' searchings at the hands of 
experts.^ In one ring an dk comes out and passes within 
two yards of me, at their peculiar loping trot. I take it to be 
a cow, there being no sign of antlers ; but a thick long beard 
throws doubt upon the sex, though I am assured that cow-elk, 
like other unlucky ladies, occasionally grow this masculine 
appendage. In any case I refrain from shooting. Squirrels 

^ The eUc-fly, I leam by the courtesy of the Fuld, is a bee-like bot-fly 
belonging to the genus Caphenomyia, of which other species infest 
the red deer, reindeer, fallow deer, and roe. 
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chase each other merrily. A large hawk or eagle soars high 
in air. Camberwell beauties and fritillaries float by. " Der 
lieber Gott rausclU dutch den Wold." 

All reaping is finished but the barley and flax ; the latter 
now ripe. Tlie flax flowers and little blue butterflies are just 
of one colour. Children's eyes are sometimes the same — 
" Blue were her eyes as the fairy flax " ; and by a queer 
coincidence the hair, then, is sure to be flaxen I Another 
case of our getting two colour similes or names from one plant 
is the mallow, whence, from the leaves — malachite (Greek 
M'O^Xax^) ; from the flower — mauve (latin, malva). Bilberries 
are nearly ripe now. 

Combing my hair before going to bed I find more of these 
detestable "dk-flies," without ¥angs, which are evidently 
mere temporary conveniences, as with ants, and break off at 
a touch. A keeper said to be 92 years of age was afoot all 
day, gun on shoulder, and at about 6 p.m. Schouv&loff asked 
him, was he tired ? offering to pay him in full if he liked to 
go home. He confessed that he had had about enough 
walking. He had served Prince Ziiboff and his young wife, 
my friend's mother, in the days of Alexander I. and remembered 
the Napoleonic invasion. 

Salven and Nerft, two adjoining estates, in the Oberland of 
Courland, belong to Paul Schouv^off, Peter having taken 
Ruhenthal, but retaining 6000 dessiatines of forest here, 
leaving 13,000 to Paul. The local poachers advance in line, 
killing whatever they come across, and I verily believe the 
beaters see more game than we do who only ' stand and wait.' 
Flecks of sunlight come slanting through the forest. White 
birches gleam ; pines glow rusty red. Across open glades 
the roe-deer rush at a mad gallop. 

When the dogs come out without having 'found' they 
give you a moment's emotion ; you grip your gun, but soon 
realise that the game has gone back. Yesterday, in the 
second ring, I shot a buck and a doe right and left, both 
running in pretty thick stuff and both with No. i shot. 
Hark I There go the dogs — ^in a minute out comes a fox, 
and I commit vulpicide without a qualm. Soon after I 
hear a roe galloping out. It stops behind a tree ; I cannot 
see the head to know whether buck or doe. Presently it 
starts again. I see sprouts on the forehead and kill it. In 
the next ring I get a hare — so far everything is mine. 
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Later I shot at two out of three woodcock with No. i — 
and missed them t 

To-day Comit Paul and his son P&vel P&vlovich arrived — 
the former from Berlin, the latter from St. Petersburg. I 
enquired eagerly after news. They said there was a great 
fuss going on about the escape, or escapade, of Eyoub IQian, 
but tiit relations between England and Russia were, none the 
less, excellent.^ The Crown Prince's illness was more than 
ever serious. Bergmann was to make the operation, but 
dined two days bdfore with Count Paul, who said to him, 
" out of friendship to you more even than to him — ^take my 
advice and don't I There are two or more doctors against 
operating ; why risk it ? " Bergmann agreed and Mackenzie 
was called in. But Bergmann now says that the wart or 
growth Will come again very soon. Prince Wittgenstein, the 
rich one, is dead, in France, and all the Hohenlohes flock to 
see what each can get. " Bismarck," said Count Paul, 
" though the Russians these twenty years refuse to acknow- 
ledge or even recognise it, is a true friend to Russia, and does 
more for us than for any nation save his own." 

P&vel P&vlovich sni& doubtingly. 

Count Paid: "The [old] Grand-duke Michael is a good 
fellow {bon diable) — ^but the Tsar leaves aU military matters 
to Vladimir " — " who knows as little as he does t " adds 
Pdvel P&vlovich. 

Later. In a marsh with stunted firs, all thickly hung with 
long grisly lichen — such a growth I have never seen before — 
only the tops of the spruces, and here and there a branch-end, 
are green, all else matted and grey. The ground is covered 
with rank grass, near six-foot high, a fine place for elk, so they 
say — ^we shall see. It looks more fit to be the haunt of the 
Lieshi or the Bdba Yagd (the wicked Wood-spirit and the 
Ogress). 

The dogs were now loosed and soon gave tongue. I loaded 
with buck-shot in one barrel, a bullet in the other. Once the 
dogs came right up to me and expectation grew keen ; but 
nothing came out. Later, the forester on my right called 
*' wach-thier," then shouted •' bock, bock." A fine buck came 
bounding past me at the maddest pace. I fired, but missed. 
He crossed the line diagonally and P&vel P&vlovich, turning 

^ Eyonb who had been living as a refugee in Persia made an armed 
attempt cm Afghanistan, which failed ignominiottsly. 
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round, shot him dead. Soon after he shot a large Ural owl 
and Count Paul a fawn. We got nothing more ; but as 
Schouviloff and I drove home together two large bull-elk 
crossed the road near where, in the morning, I had let four does 
go past. They stopped and stood some 50 yards away, a 
tantalising shot ; but the guns had gone on ahead of us in 
another trap. One was a very large bull with grand antlers. 
These elk were very dark, wi^ white belly and legs. They 
are lighter in winter. 

26^ August, In the ist ring, as the beaters came out, I 
tumbled a galloping hare heels over head with a bullet at a 
good 40 yards. In the next ring a doe passed me at 5 yards. 
Weather very hot and fine aU these days. 

Later. I've been sitting here for an hour — the dogs, so 
they say, having gone far away '* on their own " in chase of 
some beast or other. The trees are young and small, with a 
tall pine here and there of the former generation, left for 
seeding. The station-master from Rumersdorf , named Ger- 
stem, came last night for two days' shooting. 

No elk came out, but three capercailzie ; one to Count 
Peter who bagged it, and two to me. I shot one flying with 
No. I and missed the other with a bullet — ^mine was a grand 
old cock. Then we had lunch. Champagne of cuvie reservie 
du ConUe Pierre Schouvdloff from Prince Golitsin's estate in 
the Crimea. " Not much better than lemonade," says Peter, 
" but fizz of a kind, and that's always something I " He had, 
indeed, a somewhat excessive liking for champagne. 

That particular Prince Golitsin married one of Countess 
Schouv&lofi's daughters by her first husband. Count 
Orldif-Denisofi. He devoted himself to viticulture in 
the Crimea, and with no little success. But wine is a 
queer product. You may plant the Madeira vine in 
Sicily and get Marsala. You may plant the finest vines 
of France and Germany in the Caucasus or on the Black 
Sea coast and produce very drinkable stuff indeed, but, 
so far, nothing to compare to the originals. In a certain 
vineyard shadowed at sunrise by Mt. Ararat — ^possibly 
the very spot where Noah was overcome with such dire 
results to the human race — I found once a grey-bearded 
Frenchman burning sulphur in the vats at vintage time. 
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I asked him why. He explained courteously that he was 
arresting fermentation half-way. The resulting liquid 
— it looked like dirty, soapy water — would then go by 
road to Akstafi, by rail to Batoum, and thence by ship 
to Odessa, where it would be made, with other ingredients, 
into Chateau Margaux, Clos Vougeot, Perrier Jouet, 
Liebfraumilch, " or anything else, ma foi," that the 
market demanded! The entire yield of the vineyard 
had been bought at the rate of about 2d. per pood (36 lbs.) 
weight of grapes as it stood. 

Prince Golitsin in the course of years had collected 
specimen dozens, half-dozens, or bottles of every good 
wine and vintage he could lay hands on ; he had made 
in fact a museum, or rather a gallery ; in which Madeira, 
1811, took the place, say, of a Raphael Madonna, " comet " 
port of Titian's mistress, old Tokay of a saint by Cimabue. 
His estate was situated close to Theodosia, the ancient 
Kafia of many memories, and, as he himself told the 
story, he was returning home once from the Caucasus 
on the mail-steamer when he got into conversation with 
three fellow-travellers — a Welshman, a Scot, and a son 
of La Belle France. They were bound for Sevastopol 
and home, after an abortive hunting expedition, but 
the steamer was to stay two hours at Theodosia; and 
finding them pleasant company and evidently appreciative 
of good wine, Golitsin persuaded them to go ashore and 
dine with him, vowing that each one should have a 
bottle of whatever wine he loved best and of the year he 
chose to name. Pleased but incredulous they landed, 
and made their way to his house. He had sent a messenger 
on ahead the moment the ship cast anchor in the roads, 
and when his guests sat down to dinner, some half-hour 
later, the Welshman foimd before him, neatly basketed, 
hi$ Romance Conti, 1869 ; the Scot, his Margaux, tirage 
1865 ; while to the Frenchman, who had chosen a Tokay 
of some early year ia the nineteenth century, his princely 
host explained apologetically that he had none of it. 
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but offered him instead a precious little ftacon of 1787 ! 
To resume : 

G>unt Paul, chaffing me, said that correspondents were much 
the same as ambassadors except that the latter were quite 
useless. He was then Russian ambassador, himself, at B^lin, 
so in a position to judge I Count Peter : " Yes, it's not 
democracy that kills ^em but the railway and the telegraph. 
Formerly it was necessary to have a clever man who could 
act, on occasion, without instructions from home. Now any 
clerk would do." 

Count Paul: ** Malet^ is the only one in Berlin with whom one 
can pass the time agreeably. The Germans are a detestable 
race." Both brothers, being violently aristocratic, agree in 
abusing the Frenchmen now in office. 

We came back to St. Petersburg on ist September. 
Meantime Prince Ferdinand of Saxe-Coburg, who had 
been elected to the throne of Bulgaria on 7th July, made 
a sudden appearance in that country on the 14th August, 
and took over the reins of Government at Timovo. 

The situation thus created was one of the greatest 
embarrassment to the Russian Government, and once 
more threatened Europe with very grave danger. Scfaou- 
v&loff believed that the usurper would be forced to 
retire by diplomatic pressure on the part of Russia and 
Germany, a beUef shared in at the time by many good 
authorities; that otherwise Russia must take forcible 
measures, and that a European war might ensue. I 
obtained from Dumba and Hardinge what may be called 
the Anglo-Austrian view which on the face of it seemed 
more likely to be correct, and in the long run proved to 
be so. My friend was not alwa}^ right, nor did I — ^as 
was sometimes said — ^rely entirely on his knowledge and 
judgment, though I did trust absolutely his good faith. 
In a notebook I find : 

5/A September. Hardinge and Dumba between them told 
me what follows : De Giers, coming straight from the Emperor 

1 Sir Edward Malet. G.C.B.. etc., etc. (died 1908). was British Ambas- 
sador in Berlin from 1884 to 1895. 
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declares that his Imperial Majesty won't hear of Russian 
interference in Btdgaria. He has only one policy — letting 
them stew in their own juice, knowing very weU that it would 
be the ruin of Russia if she incurred hostilities with the probable 
coalition against her. De Giers was never so strong as at 
present ; he has it all his own way. Prince Ferdinand has 
a very good game to play if only he shews a moderate amotmt 
of common sense ; and if there is any good in him this event — 
the execution of the " martyrs " — and the difficult position he 
is in will, of course, bring it out. Russia has persuaded the 
Porte to recommend General Emroth — ^but beyond that the 
Turks will not go, knowing what can be done against them in 
Macedonia and Cyprus and also in Albania if Bulgaria is 
driven to it ; though Coburg's > best poUcy, and the advice he 
gets from friendly powers, is not to threaten Turkey but to 
conciliate her by cheap congratulations " on the Sultan's or, 
better still, the chief eunuch's birthday," etc. The Prince has 
succeeded in getting together a ministry, including the opposi- 
tion ; and the N6voe Vtimya attributes this last fact to Bis- 
marck's friendly interference, in behalf of Russia. He must 
identify himself with the cause of the Bulgarian leaders and 
then they will have to stick to him. He may be a poor sort 
of ruler but he is at any rate better than none. StoHoff, who 
is a very shrewd man and made a great impression at Hatfield, 
insisted very much upon the necessity and advantage of shew- 
ing that the Bulgarians, after all that has passed, could still 
get a Prince of a reigning European family to take the vacant 
throne. 

The Bulgarians have expressed their full determination 
to resist by force the imposition on them of Emroth or any 
other Russian ; and as to Russia making any attempt towards 
occupation, Austria, Italy, and England are quite determined 
in that case to interfere, if only by sea, and have intimated as 
much to Roumania.' These Powers are more than ever bent 
upon thwarting Russia in any such attempt, Italy guided by 
Crispi being particularly forward. The Italians are ruled by 
demagogues and they want a soimding foreign policy — ^any- 
thing to advertise the fact that they really do form one of the 
Powers — ^this was the case under Cavour and has been ever 

^ It is ' Coburg ' in my notes so I keep to it ; bat Prince Ferdinand 
of Saxe-Coburg is, of course, the correct name and title. 

* For England's change of policy see pp. 390 and 395* 
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ainoe. They don't really understand the question, however, 
and are by no means clever foreign politicians — witness 
their tomfoolery at Massowah. Bismarck is apparently play- 
ing the Russian game — Dumba thinks, to take the wind out 
of the French sails ; Hardinge, because his great object is to 
prevent any solution of the Bulgarian question at all. " He 
probably tips the diplomatic wink to Coburg and helps him up 
with one leg while apparently pulling him down by the other." 
In fact, what he said of Battenberg ought to be enough to 

encourage his successor, i.e, that he was a d d fool to leave 

Bulgaria, in spite of his (Bismarck's) expressed disapproval of 
his remaining there. The lesson is obvious and should not be 
lost on Coburg. As to the danger of a pro-Russian revolution 
in Bulgaria, tiie fate of the " martyrs " has given a warning 
to other such adventurous heroes, and they may well prefer 
squeezing money out of the Russian Government at St. Peters- 
burg, or out of Khitrov6 (Russian Minister) at Bucharest, to 
running their neck into the noose from which they know by 
experience Russia will move no finger to extricate them. 

The Regents, both agreed, made a great stroke by the 
execution. Indeed, G>burg, has, or had, more to fear from 
the extreme Nationalist party, the Battenbergers, than from the 
Russians, who have no influence there at all. There was a split 
some months ago between the ministers and the Regents ; 
Nicolaieff and the Battenbergers wanted to re-elect Prince Alex- 
ander, and let him appoint some one, probably Nicolaiefi him- 
self, to represent him for the time being ; for he had promised 
to come back upon the occurrence of an event whidi might 
soon be expected in the course of mUure — ^that is, the death of 
the Emperor William, knowing that he could count securely 
on the support of his successor the then Crown-prince 
Frederick. However, the Regents, the moderate party, gained 
the day and brought in Coburg, while the Russian party was 
so utterly discredited and disheartened that it actually voted 
for him I 

Turkey, has, of course, had it pointed out to her that if she 
takes up the cudgels for Russia she will light a fire which can 
and will only be extinguished at her expense. The Bulgarians 
can send the fiery cross into Albania and Macedonia ; and 
Serbia and Greece will ally themselves with Bulgaria lest they 
should lose by inaction their *' rightful " inheritance. 

So far Hardinge and Dumba. 
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There was very little news at this time, the Emperor 
being absent and de Giers, too, in Finland. Schouv&lofE 
told me on the loth September that he had seen Morier 
the day before, and learnt with surprise that Pobyedon6st- 
sefi had written to him that, though not at all sharing 
his views as to liberty of conscience, he had looked 
through the papers in Hilton's case and had come to the 
conclusion that there was nothing to justify his expulsion; 
therefore he might remain. This, certainly, was a triumph 
for Morier. P&shkofi had written such a letter to Tolst6y 
(Dmitri) as to compromise both himself and Hilton.^ 
Schouv&lofiE said : "I know Tolst6y and he will not 
forgive Pdshkofi that letter as long as he lives. Morier," 
he continued, " asked me whether I thought Bismarck 
sincere in his friendliness to Russia just now. I told 
him absolutely so. It is a sign of want of intelligence to 
be always suspecting deceit in others. Why should 
Bismarck be playing false ? Look at his situation and 
you will see that he has every inducement to settle the 
question. He has engagements to Austria and Russia. 
If war breaks out he must side with one or the other ; 
he cannot really remain neutral — ^impartial, that is. 
Well, what happens, what can he gain ? He does not 
want Vienna ; he has enough to do to maintain Germany 
in her present bounds. If he goes against Russia, France 
is at once on him. No ; if he cannot prevent war he will 
observe a neutrality friendly to Russia, only stipulating 
that Austria shall not be crushed {ArasA). Austria, at 
present, is easily guided from Berlin, but should she 
obtain serious successes in war that would no longer 
be so. Bismarck's idea is to establish a boundary between 
the spheres of Austrian and Russian influence in the 
Balkans. He thinks that Austria )¥Ould not be so very 
difficult to satisfy. She holds, indeed, that it is a necessity 
for her to include Serbia ixx her sphere. He asked me : 

' Mr. Hilton was Col. PAshkoff's land-agent and like him an ardent 
follower of Lord Radstock. 
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Could not Russia agree to this ? I told him I thought 
not, but I undertook to put it before the Emperor, who, 
when I did so, refused even to consider it. He thinks, 
on the contrary, that Russia ought to have a dominating 
influence there too {i.e. in Serbia) ; and that if she 
renounced it she would lose her hold on Montenegro as well. 
Moreover, in the event of any such division taking place, 
what Austria was given she would actually receive, where- 
as Russia, very possibly, would find herself no nearer to 
establishing her influence in Bulgaria than before. 

" Russia will never be reconciled to Coburg — ^yet no 
preparations are being made for an occupation. You 
ask, ' Why this contradiction ? ' I reply that it is the 
national character — to go on hoping that something will 
turn up — ^in this case that the Bulgarians themselves will 
oust him." 

In telegraphing this I added : " Giving Bulgaria over 
to Russia would be like giving a hedgehog to a dog." 

On the i8th September I dined with the Moriers at 
Oranienbaum. He spoke to me for a whole hour after 
dinner, while the others played whist, and was very 
emphatic on the inevitability of war between France and 
Germany. This, he said, was the root idea in European 
politics, and whoever had not grasped it was simply at 
sea. At dinner he and Lady Morier had silently drunk 
wine together, and Macedo (the Portuguese minister), 
noticing it, had asked : " Is it some anniversary ? " 
" Oh no, nothing at all (smiling) — ^merely between 
ourselves." Sir Robert now told me that he had been 
given the G.C.B., but had only heard it privately.* In 
regard to the Afghan question, he spoke of " Ridgeway's 
weakness," but, as a matter of fact, there was tension, 
not to say friction, between the two men. Morier had 



^ It was only on the 20th September that the official annooncement 
was made in Ix>ndon. Sir (J.) West Ridgeway at the same time was 
made C.B. — ^both awards being for their services in connection with 
the Afghan Frontier Convention. 



RUSSIA IN THE * EIGHTIES ' 321 

worked hard to get the negotiations more completely 
into his own hands, and had succeeded in obtaining the 
transfer of the Commission from the Afghan frontier 
to St. Petersburg. Sir West Ridgeway, naturally enough 
resented his lessened importance, and the Ambassador's 
masterful ways. 

Sir Robert said that he had told M. de Giers, at Fran- 
zensbad, long ago, that he was coming here in the firm 
beUef that English and Russian interests in Central 
Asia were identical, and that he would do anything in 
his power to promote a good understanding if met in the 
same spirit. De Giers had agreed, and ever since the 
two had worked together admirably. " When the 
Russians moved to Kharkhee and a rumour was heard 
of a further advance to Chamiab, I put my foot down 
and, though without instructions, I took it upon myself 
to declare that we regarded that place — ^until otherwise 
agreed — ^as Afghan territory, and should absolutely 
break ofiE all negotiations if any such step were taken. 
This stopped them ... ' India,' I said, ' is our bone 
and the best-tempered dog will growl and snap if you 
come too near his bone ! ' The settlement is a good 
one and the most reasonable that could be made tiow. 
Where we lost ground was at the time of the battle of 
the Kushk (Penjdeh). If you or I had been there, 
Mr. Baddeley, we should never have allowed it. Of 
course Lumsden should have taken his stand upon the 
territory in occupation of the Afghans, then or recently, 
and made it quite evident that to get it the Russians 
would have to fight, and beat, him and his escort, which 
would mean war with England. . . . Alikh&nofi knew 
what he was about and would never have brought it 
on. Besides, oiu* force — ^four hundred picked men and 
the Afghans to boot — would have been strong enough 
to thrust the Russians back. . . . Good God ! what 
an opportunity it was 1 " and his blue eyes flashed, and 
his big, clever mouth worked, as it had a habit of doing 

B.K. X 
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whenever he was stirred. " I suppose it was the Gladstone 
government that did it. Lumsden knew probably that 
they didn't mean reaJly backing him up." "Yes, no 
doubt ; but it was just one of those occasions when a 
man can take the initiative. However, I think Condie 
Stephen was also much to blame. He kept urging that 
they were to avoid fighting at all costs." ^ 

Morier took great credit to himself for having got the 
Commission transferred. " It was a great move. We 
were in a very awkward predicament. Had we stayed 
there another winter the Afghans would have driven 
us to seek Russian protection, a nice state of things ! " 
It also suited his own book uncommonly well. No 
doubt Sir West Ridgeway will have something to say 
on this subject in his forthcoming Memories. 

" Once having given in " he went on, " as we did after 
the Kushk affair, the ethnographical frontier — ^the Russian 
idea — ^was the only reasonable one. 

" I said of Bismarck after the war with France : '// a 
fait de VAUemagne une tris grande nation mais de VAUemand 
un bien petit monsieur/ " which Schouvdloff would 
improve to ' un animal ' ! 

^ This categorically contradicta, as far as Condie Stephen is concerned, 
the statement of an anonymous authority quoted by ICme. de N6vikoff, 
Th$ M.P. for Russia, vol. ii. p. 212, but Stephen was, no donbt, merely 
falfillsng the instmctions of the Foreign Office. In r^ard to Lnmsden, 
see ante, pp. 212 note ; 222 and note. 
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See map at end of volume. 

Finland is called sometimes the Land of a Thousand 
Lakes, or still more poetically, the " Last-bom Daughter 
of the Sea," and both titles are true enough to nature. 
Sedimentary rocks are for the most part missing. The 
bare igneous granite starts up everjnvhere from land and 
water ; and its surface, where visible, is smoothed and 
rounded by the friction of the glaciers, or split and crum- 
bled by the agency of frost. The beginning and progress 
of vegetation are patent wherever you look. JHere the 
rock lies bare ; there it is covered with moss and with 
lichens ; ferns come next, then flowering plants ; stunted 
fir-trees start from clefts where an inch of mould has 
lodged, whole forests grow on a foot of soil. In the 
South and West where the land has risen in recent times 
its conformation is such that an elevation of a few feet 
only has made in places, and would or will make in 
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others, all the difierence between a sea full of islands 
and a land full of lakes. The Saima is so thickly packed 
with inniunerable islets, some of them, when seen through 
the shimmering haze of a summer's day or the mists of 
dawn, resembling to illusion ships in full sail, that one 
seldom sees an expanse of absolutely clear water larger 
than, say, Windermere, From Nyslott no less than 
seven hundred islands are visible at once. 

Now, the Saima Lake is in itself eighty miles long, 
yet it is only the lower reservoir of a system 235 miles 
in length containing 120 large and a countless number 
of small lakes, pools and backwaters, covering in all 
an area of 64,000 square kilometers.^ Of all this vast 
expanse the river Vuoksa is the only natural outlet, 
but the Vuoksa being unnavigable owing to falls and 
rapids, a canal has been constructed from Viborg to 
Lauiitsala, near Willmanstrand, by which, with the help 
of twenty-eight locks, the rise of 256 feet from sea to 
lake is surmoimted ; and as the minimum depth in the 
waterway is 8} feet and the width 31} feet, vessels of 
considerable size can avail themselves of this means of 
communication, which was opened in 1856. The scenery 
of the Lake is, on the whole, monotonous — water, granite, 
and fir-trees; fir-trees, granite, and water, in endless 
alternation with neither elevation to give grandeur, 
nor variety sufiicient to excite interest. Yet it is pretty 
and pleasing even by day, and at sundown or during 
the short smxmier night takes on at times a magical 
beauty. It is seen at its best, perhaps, when the fir-trees 
are black in the shadows, and their spear-like tops stand 
sharply out against the orange or crimson glow in the 
North and West — or, better still, the band of immaculate 
and infinitely delicate green that often divides them — 
while rock and tree and sky are so perfectly mirrored in 
the still waters that the difference in depth of colouring 
between original and reflection is barely perceptible. 

^ Finland i i^ds sehUt, 
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The lack of life is remarkable, almost oppressive. Even 
in August it is but rarely that a bright green patch on 
the slope of some island denotes a cultivated clearing, 
though on the mainland the fields of yellow autumn-sown 
rye, or barley and oats still green, are not infrequent ; 
and near these will be the clusters of wooden houses and 
bams where the peasant-proprietors dwell. Villages 
are rarely seen for the Finns are not, like the Russians, 
gregarious, but love to dwell apart. A fisherman's hut 
may be sighted now and again on the shore, or the lonely 
fisher himself, in crazy boat, pulling round a headland, 
or at anchor, rod in hand, at some likely spot for perch, 
pike, or grayling. In summer, the osprey, most graceful 
of the birds of prey, is often seen circling and hovering 
high overhead, watching, keen-eyed, his finny victim. 
Long-necked divers swim boldly about in the open far 
away from land, while mallard, sheldrake, widgeon and 
teal dabble near the reedy inlets and creeks, followed 
by their fledged or unfledged brood. Seals are still 
found in the Saima, though there is no channel by which 
they could come up from the sea ; and fish are caught 
now and then which some authorities declare to be 
salmon, though it is difficult to admit that they can 
have forced their way up the great Imatra rapid. Both, 
probably, are survivals from days long past, when other 
communication existed. 

Harraka Niska (Magpie Point), where the Vuoksa 
starts on its troubled career, seems meant by natiure to 
be the home of the trout and the paradise of anglers. 
Imagine a still, round pool 360 yards across and of great 
depth, the shore lined with granite boulders, backed 
by dark walls of spruce and pine, relieved here and there 
by the silver stem of a birch or the lighter foliage of 
that or other deciduous trees, such as alder, larch, aspen 
and mountain-ash. To the North stretches the great Lake, 
but the view, as usual, is soon shut in by tree-clad islands. 
The opening here is but a third less wide than the pool's 
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diameter, but the rounded contour is well indicated by 
jutting points on either side. To the South, between 
two wooded knolls some eighty yards apart, on the 
higher of which stands or stood the Qub-house, the 
water rushes down with arrowy speed. The descent 
b^ins in one unbroken wave from side to side ; in the 
middle smooth water stretches down in a long V-shaped 
tongue of gentle imdulation for a hundred yards or more, 
but on either hand the eddies wax wider and wilder, 
until the whole river breaks into a mass of surging, 
seething waves, tossing the white foam high in air. A 
Uttle lower the tumult subsides for a while into a pool 
of dancing water, full of trout up to three and more 
poimds in weight, to be renewed with ten-fold force 
where the banks draw together again half a mile below. 
The Race of Imatra lies five miles further down, where 
for a thousand yards the river forces its way through 
the narrow deft it has worn in the soUd granite, with 
the rush and roar of a whirlwind through the forest.^ 

In 1887 I went up to Harraka, alone, on Monday 
the 31st August (i2th September) and spent three delight- 
ful da3^ there — ^the last of the season — more than ever 
enchanted with the place. 

The fishing was bad, but the weather splendid — such 
da3^, such nights 1 so marvellous the purity, so great 
the variety, of colour in sky and on water I 

The deciduous trees were already on the turn ; birch 
and alder yellowing ; aspens " some very red and some 
a glad light green." An osprey fished the pool daily 
and seemed to find it uncommonly hard work. I watched 
him more than once for two hours at a stretch. He 

^ Dr. J. C. Brown {Ths Forest Lands of Finland, 1883, p. 21) states 
that " through this narrow channel 67 millions of cubic feet ot water 
force their way every hour. Within the same space of time the Niagara 
Falls poor about 42 millions of cobic feet of water into the basin below/' 
or less than two-thirds of the quantity, a statement no one who had 
seen both places coidd possibly credit. According to the EncycL 
Brit., the flow of water at Niagara varies from well over 600 to nearly 
800 millions of cubic feet per hour I 
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would often swoop low, evidently at sight of a fish, but 
his prey was ever too quick for him. He recovered 
himself each time with an efiEort and renewed his circlings, 
to be bafBed again and again, and this though the pool 
swarmed with trout and I could see them jumping and 
playing on the surface of the water, showing here a head, 
there a tail ; in one place a dorsal fin only, in another 
the whole vast, shining broadside of a fifteen or twenty- 
pounder 1 Such, of coiurse, the bird well knew were not 
for him, and when he did get one of suitable weight it was 
with a swoop not a stoop — ^nothing like what one reads 
of in Natmral Histories — the stone-Uke plimge, the unerring 
aim, that would, if true, leave the osprey no reasonable 
incentive to indulgence in healthy exercise 1 ^ The 
second day he sat on Astash6fi's paling and watched me, 
. for an hour or so ; with envious eyes, no doubt, for it 
happened that I landed two good fish meantime. And, 
by the way, when the trout are at play they are seldom 
to be caught by bait of any kind. 

At Schliisselburg, once, there was grave debate amongst 
the peasants and workmen over a " devil-fish " that had 
been found dead on the lake-shore. It was in reality 
k big pike with the claws and tarsi of an osprey, or perhaps, 
even, a white-tailed eagle, fast in its back. The bird 
had evidently been drowned after striking a fish too 
heavy to lift, and the body had rotted away. The pike, 
we may suppose, died of mortification — ^in one or both 
senses of the word 1 ' 

The catching of these big lake and river trout, by 
trolling, demanded but a modicum of skill and literally 
no knowledge or experience. Clumsy people might go on 

^ I do not mean to imply that the osprey never plunges. He does. 
I have seen him do it, and carry off good fish, too. 

* An identical story is, I find, more amusingly told in that rare and 
vivacious little book. The Present State of Russia, London, 1671, p. 38. 
The author's name is not given, but he is said to have been Dr. Samuel 
Collins, of whom there is an account in Granger's Biographical Dictionary , 
vol. iv. p. 22, 8vo edn. 
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losing them for years ; but anybody with a little " touch " 
and " temper " got into the way of it very quickly. 
I remember taking my brother ^ up to Harraka in 1884. 
He was then a novice ; but he paid great attention to 
my instructions and caught lohi after lohi * from the first. 
At the same time, to show what luck will do, a certain 
Minor Canon, an excellent fisherman, trolled day and 
night for a week and never got a fish above five pounds. 
It was really exasperating. We were a large and merry 
party, but the Minor Canon's non-success liearly cast a 
gloom over us towards the end. He was so desperately 
keen, and so unlucky. When Saturday night came he 
arranged that one of us should ring a bell five minutes 
before midnight lest he should unwittingly break the 
Sabbath day. He trolled on and on and at the first 
stroke of twelve stepped ashore fishless, and sorrowful, 
but with conscience at rest. On Sunday night the posi- 
tion was reversed. His rod was made ready for him, 
sandwiches and a flask thoughtfully provided, his boat- 
man was in waiting. As the clock began striking the 
midnight hour he stepped into the boat and as the last 
stroke sounded gave the word to shove off I We were 
all to leave next morning ; he fished to the last possible 
moment and landed — ^himself i However, he had shown 
his skill as a fisherman, catching good baskets of trout 
and grayling in the dancing waters below the pool — 
better sport by far than trolling. I hope he had forgiven 
my brother long before he got home — ^being a Canon, 
though a Minor one, I think he must have I 

Another case was that of an Italian military attach^, 
a smart young cavalry officer with enormous mousta- 
chios — he might almost have angled with them over the 
boat's side ! Now, this gallant capitano had literally 

1 W. St. Clair Baddeley. 

' Lohi ^as a local word for any trout over 5 lb., said, very doubtfully, 
to be derived from the English " luck." More probably, £.D. thinks, 
from the Swedish lax, " salmon." 
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never touched a rod before — anything, that is, beyond 
the primitive " stick, string and bent pin " variety, in 
the Amo or may be, the Serchio. 

We took him up to Finland and the same night— or 
perhaps the next day — ^he caught a 22 lb. trout, the next 
biggest but one to. the 24 pounder that to this day con- 
stitutes the Club's record 1 

A final instance. " Eddie " Thornton (the Ambas- 
sador's son) who could not only fish but tie his own flies, 
whip a broken joint, make " collars " and " casts " — ^who 
was in short a fairly " compleat angler " — ^went up to 
Harraka in 1884 with Whitehead, then frankly a novice. 
In three days and nights they had made the record haul 
of 339 lbs. weight of trout over 5 lbs., besides countless 
smaller ones. Whitehead, of course, lost a good many, 
but still his catch was enormous.^ 

In early days the club was run rather loosely. Arriving 
at Harraka one evening with another member we found 
there two strangers of whom one turned out to be Clutter- 
buck, the witty joint-author of Three in Norway.* He 
greeted us, or rather our hampers, with enthusiasm, but 
on finding that a certain turkey had been boned cried, 
" Dash it, what a do 1" I enquired pohtdy how long 
he had been there. The answer was " Three weeks and 
I'm going to stay three more." He had been sent on 
from Norway, by Tom Michell, with unlimited leave to 
fish. This led to a change in the club rules. 

But Clutterbuck was an admirable fisherman and a 
good sportsman. He would catch his one big fish each 



1 The late Sir H. W. Seton Karr in his book. Ten Y$ars' Wild Sports 
in Foreign Lands (1889), pp. 210-223, gives extracts from the Hanraka 
Qub books from which I take the following totals of trout above 5 lbs. 
weight, viz. : 1880, our best year by far, 300 fish averaging nearly 
13 lb. ; 1882, 124 fish averaging lojlb. ; 1883. 27 fish weighing 277^ lb. ; 
1884, 82 fish weighing 1081 lb. ; 1885, 40 fish weighing 471 lb. ; and 
1886, 49 fish weighing 547 lb., or an average weight for 622 fish of a 
little over 12 lbs. 

' London, 1882. 
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day, and, that done, devote himself to fly-fishing along 
the banks or in the lower pools. 

The Moriers derived great pleasure from their frequent 
visits to Harraka. They were both of very ample pro- 
portions, and seated (one only, of course) in one of our 
httle boats brought the stem very low in the water. 
But Lady Morier went down the " rush " or first rapid 
out of the Lake on one occasion when a big fish plunged 
down it — as I did several times, with and without fish — 
not " turning a hair," though only one of our boatmen 
would venture it. She immortalised herself by a very 
natural mistake. At times the perch became a perfect 
nuisance ; they were big and good to eat, especially fried 
or baked with soured cream {smetdna), but one did not 
want them to keep taking bait meant for their betters. 
Her ladj^hip heard more than once on such occasions 
her fisherman mutter the work pirkdUf. Naturally, 
she thought it the Finnish for " perch." So, each time 
that she caught one of the striped, spiky-finned undesir- 
ables she looked at the man and, shaking her head, 
said in strong disapproval, pirkaU, which he repeated 
grinning and nodding. It was only later, when innocently 
telling her story, that one of us had to break to her that 
pirkaU in Finnish meant the Devil 1 

Below the great Rapid of Imatra is the Fall of Valin- 
koski up to which and no farther come the d^enerate 
race of salmon who have learnt to take Lake Ladoga 
for the sea and never reach a weight of more that 15 or 16 
lbs. in consequence ; whereas their noble congeners who 
come up the Neva yearly from the Baltic, and doubtless 
from far beyond, to make the Russian rivers on the 
east side of the lake their spawning grounds, run to 40 
lbs. and more. They are as fresh, too, and tasty as any 
fish in the world, or nearly so. 

I once took up to Harraka an erratic couple, the 
Turner-Turners. Their sporting adventures during three 
years • of sohtary life in British Colimibia are public 
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property,^ and such a Diana, I venture to think, has 
not often been seen in Finland. At Valinkoski we 
had quite good sport — ^for the place — catching several 
fish each, up to 15 lbs. but it must have seemed tame 
to them. 

Occasionally we caught a sig, which I believe I was 
the first to identify with the Welsh gwynniad though 
more than one friend has imparted the information 
to me since, with much complacency, as his own dis- 
covery. With these a " ghost^moth," a white fly with 
a red tag, was sometimes effective. Smoked sig, deep 
gold-brown in colour, is one of the best known and best 
of Russian deUcacies. Another rare fish to catch was the 
pike-perch {Souddk) which runs to many pounds, and 
seems to take bait by accident only, though one of the 
commonest fishes in Russia. It is also one of the best 
to eat.* 

The question of salmon occurring above Imatra has 
always been a vexed one. I and others know that we 
have caught there fish indistinguishable to our eyes 
from sahnon, though rarely ; but that they get up the 
long " race " I, for one, refuse to believe ; while that they 
make their way up the series of lakes and locks on the 
Saima-canal system is almost equally incredible. There 
are land-locked seals in the Saima — ^why not land-locked 
salmon — ^really land-locked, not mere degenerates such 
as those of the Lower Vuoksa ? 

Grayling afEord pretty fishing at times, for very brief 
periods. Indeed, it is only for three days, in mid- June, 
that, on the Vuoksa, there is, each year, a certainty of 
catching grayling in large numbers with the fly. Then 
you may put fish after fish of from |lb. to 3} lbs., and 
even more, in your basket, as the result of flickering 

1 Thr0e Years' HunHng and Trapping in America and the North- West, 
1888. 

■ The late Sir Henry Dering, then first secretary of Embassy, caught 
one of 7 lbs. weight at Harralca when fishing with me on 9th June, 1887. 
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small brown or black flies or grey speckled ones on the 
bright smooth surface of the river, ei^en without a ripple. 

One more fish I will mention. Caught in more or less 
muddy home waters the pike is a poor sort of fish to eat, 
except in the pages of Izaak Walton, and pike-fishing — 
it's only a personal opinion, please ! — a poor form of sport. 

But in the crystal-clear and mighty waters of the 
Neva at Schiisselberg, or the Vuoksa almost ansrwhere 
in its course, the pike, at the right time of year, is 
as clean-tasting a fish as any spawned, and, well-cooked, 
is even a treat after a week or ten days' surfeit of trout, 
boiled, roasted and fried, though I will not go so far as 
the Little Russians, with whom a dish of pike is no less 
requisite in a Christmas biU-of-fare than turkey or plum- 
pudding with us. There is always, too, the attraction 
of size— «very Finnish lake and river has its l^end of 
monstrous pike — " as big as a boat " men sometimes 
declare, though no one has ever seen more than the 
creature's head or back — a sea-serpent story in fact. 

I had one interesting experience with a pike on the 
river below Harraka. I had just hooked a trout on a fly- 
minnow in very strong, troubled waters in the lowest 
pool, to be drawn out of which into the final rapid meant 
certain death. I knew it was a one-pounder or there- 
abouts, but almost immediately the rod bent double 
and the boatman said " foAt ." " Ei ole lohi (It's not 
a lohty " Ni, ni (Yes, yes) ; lohi on (it is a lohi)r 
" Ei 1 (No 1)." Had I been fishing with a blue-phantom 
I should have guessed that, as happened once before 
in the same pool, the fish, finding hinriself caught, had in 
his first desperate contortion managed to hook his tail 
in the lowest triangle, making thus a figure resembling 
somewhat that of the famitiar bread-crumbed whiting, 
and offering, of course, a powerful resistance to the 
running water. As it was I could only think of a water- 
logged bough. Very cautiously I began to reel in, as 
we rowed slant-wise to shore. We reached the rocks. 
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the man sprang out and pulled the boat's head high up. 
I rose, still reeling in gently; then saw what it was. 
Fast fixed on my i lb. trout were the jaws of a big pike — 
a 15 lb. fish we thought it. The man got his gaf! ready ; 
I drew both fish within reach ; but when he lunged the 
pike let go and disappeared. I then landed the trout, 
scored right across back and belly by the pike's teeth, 
and that evening cooked and ate it, spitefully. 

I was asked afterwards why I did not let the pike 
swallow its prey and thus hook and catch it ? The 
answer is that I was fishing with single gut ; yet the 
following story shows that I might, by bare possibility, 
have succeeded. 

When the club lost the Harraka fishing and removed 
lower down to Vaarpa Saari, Sir Edward, then Mr., 
Goschen, First Secretary in the St. Petersburg Embassy, 
was out there one day, his son " Teddy " acting as boat- 
man. The trout were not taking, but presently, as not 
infrequently happened about half a mile above the island, 
Goschen caught his minnow on a rock— -or thought he 
did. " I'm on a rock, Teddy ; row round." The river 
there was very broad, the current not too swift, the 
rocks clean. One could get off, generally, by rowing 
round, keeping the line taut meanwhile, but it was not 
an easy job. *' Teddy " rowed and rowed, the rod bent 
double, but the hook remained fast, the line held. 
Suddenly he cried " It's not a rock ; it's a fish." " Non- 
sense ! " " But we are in quite another place ! " " By 
Jove, so we are I " At that very moment the line sagged 
and, close to the boat, up swirled a monstrous head I 
One can imagine the excitement of father and son I 
Sir Edward exerted all his skill to keep the line taut 
knowing that he had otdy thin single gut wherewith to catch 
the biggest fish he had yet struck in Finland, and a pike 
to boot 1 By good luck the hook had stuck just inside 
the very comer of the creature's mouth so that the gut 
came out free from the sawing teeth, and, alter a long, 
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long struggle. Sir Edward brought the victim within 
reach, " Teddy " gaffed it, and the two together drew 
" out leviathan with an hook," or, in other words, 
lugged into the boat a pike that turned the scales at 
29 lbs ! 

The monster was duly stuffed and presented to the 
Club which it still adorns, or did until Bolshevik times ; 
but the stuffing was so badly done that it looked more 
like an eel, or a sea-serpent, or even a draught-excluder, 
than a fish of any sort. Still, the size was the thing, 
and the single gut and minnow that caught it were put 
inside the case in perpetual evidence of a truly remarkable 
feat. 

Tired of trout-fishing, one smnmer's day, I took a 
pike-rod in hand, with gaff, net and suitable bait, and made 
my way by the woodland path, alongside the Vuoksa 
but high above it, to where, a mile or more down-stream, 
a sluggish river flowed in from the left. As far as appear- 
ances went it was a likely place for pike. I had noted 
it as such more than once when driving up from Imatra, 
and imagination soon pictured the capture there, afto: 
a long and arduous struggle, of some monster such as 
the fisher-folk loved to tell of. The walk itself was a 
delight, through the ruddy columns of the pines and 
silver shafts of the birches ; the ground chequered with 
light and shade, and deep set with ferns, flowers and the 
dark, glossy leaves of berry-bearing shrubs ; while the 
granite boulders were enriched with soft bright mosses, 
grey Uchens, and here and there in crevice and cranny, 
with Uttle self-sown beds of wood-sorrel, that plant 
whose deUcate triple leaves are said to have furnished 
St. Patrick with a convincing illustration of the Triune 
God. Through the tree-tnmks the river sparkled and 
flashed or, at the lower fall, showed white from bank to 
bank ; nor, to my accustomed ears, did the roar of it 
make harsh or discordant music. Turning leftward and 
crossing the high road I aimed at a point a mile or so up 
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my " likely '' stream and soon found mj^elf plunging 
through a wood with boggy soil and tufted undergrowths, 
interspaced by pools of stagnant water, to emerge on a 
strip of open marsh-land bordering the river. The day 
had grown hot and the treacherous, hummocky soil 
made progress slow and painful. Mosquitoes, of course, 
swarmed. Now and again one leg or other would sink 
above the knee to be withdra¥nti with an unpleasant 
squelch ; my high Finnish boots were soon full of mud 
and water ; perspiration streamed down face and back. 
However, there were places along the bank firm enough 
to spin from, and for some horns I did my best though 
neither pike nor any other fish came to the lure. I 
grew disgusted, put up my rod and started homeward, 
to find quite other reward for my exertions than the 
imagined fish ; for, soon, I had gathered both butter-wort 
and bladder-wort, bog-bean, andromeda, cranberry and 
other marshland plants. To these, in the woods wet and 
dry, I added, amongst others, such treasures as a large 
pink-flowering daphne, pyrola media and pyrola uniflara, 
the latter scented like Uly-of-the-valley, the lowly red- 
flowered arctic raspberry, the cloudberry, and the precious 
flower of great Linnaeus, with creeping stem and fragrant, 
pendulous flowers in pairs of faintest blue and rose.^ 
The large white blossom of the ranunculus glacialis, 
which here as in the Alps thrusts itself up through the 
melting snow, was, of course, long since gone, only the 
leaves remaining. 

As a rule, in Finland, as in all Northern Russia, what 
flowers do exist are there in profusion, vivid in colour 
and rank in growth ; and this, one may suppose, on 
account of the long sunny days incident to such high 
latitudes, but ako of the abundant moisture which there 

1 The last three are Rtibus arcticus, in Russian matnura, the fruit of 
which makes a delicious jam ; Rfsinis chamaemorus, in Russian maroshka^ 
with pale yellow berries, sweet but somewhat mawkish ; and LinfM$a 
Borealis, precious because he chose it to bear his name. The books 
say only " flesh-coloured, but I follow my notes." 



386 RUSSIA IN THE ^EIGHTIES » 

never fails. Driving up to Harraka through the night, 
as we usually did, it was strange to see under a cloudless 
sky the mists rising towards dawn — ^when the temperature 
even in July neared freezing point — from marsh, meadow 
and the smaller lakes and pools, and spreading horizon- 
tally in ghostly wisps and layers till all the low land was 
covered ; but mudx more so to watch the vast cloud- 
masses and Exodus-pillars that surged and towered, up 
and ever up as if from some giant's cauldron, out of the 
mighty expanse of the Saima Sea. Often in this way 
the whole sky became overcast in the course of an hour 
or two, to clear again in as many more under the 
rays of the steeply mounting sun. The atmosphere, 
indeed, with its magical sunsets and gorgeous after-glows 
feasted our eyes perpetually; but one phenomenon 
puzzled us greatly. The water-level in the Vuoksa 
would vary from year to year to the extent of — ^in one 
case at least — not less than six feet ; yet as far as ¥^ 
could see, this variation bore no relation whatever to 
the sum total of the winter's snow-fall. The alternative 
explanation seemed to be some imknown difEerence in 
the process of evaporation. Perhaps, by now, some 
scientist has explained it. The high level, it was said, 
occurred every seven 3^ears. 

I mentioned birch-trees amongst others, but they deserve 
more than a passing word. In the North the inmiaculate 
purity of their bark far exceeds an3^thing of the kind 
I have seen in England or even in Scotland, though in 
shape and size individual trees might well be matched 
there. Both bark and wood are used in an infinity 
of ways. Birch-logs make the brightest fires ; birch- 
bark the best of kindling. The wood is made into carts, 
sledges, snow-shoes (not often), besides a hundred other 
things, while the bark is more precious still, so much 
so, indeed, that without the birch one can hardly imagine 
settled life in Finland, in former times at least, while 
to describe all the uses to which it is put would entail 
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the filling of many pages. ^ Even the severance of the 
bark from the living tree, in itself a desecration, gives 
rise to a strange and singular beauty, for, where it is 
stripped in rings from the trunk, the wood beneath 
shows at first a most delicate green ; then changes, with 
exposure to the air and growth of fresh bark, through 
faintest rose-madder to crimson-lake, which darkens in 
turn and hardens slowly to a crust of black. Before 
this penultimate stage is reached, however, the white 
already shows through, in places, and in the course of 
time re-asserts its sway ; though its pristine purity is 
never renewed. In speaking of the birch I use the term 
" white " for, in truth, the tinge of colour in the untouched 
bark — ^pearl-grey inclining to pink — ^is so slight that in 
summer even " silver " seems inadequate to express its 
tenuity. But when snow is on the ground, and clings 
in masses to spruce and to pine, the birch stems are seen 
by comparison to be wannly though most delicately 
coloured, as, with a difference, are the whitest of human 
skins, pace the poets, who persist in miscalling them 
" snowy." 

Pleasant to eye and ear was the great open boat, like 
the tar-boats of the Uled river further north, in which 
our peasants fared to church and back each Sunday; 
for the women and girls wore their best-broidered aprons, 
kirtles of many hues, and, on their heads, clean kerchiefs 
white or coloured. Both sexes worked at the oars, 
singing the while their hymns of praise to God, and 
reminding me, inevitably, of the emigrants in Marvell's 
poem: 

" Thus sung they in the English boat 
An holy and a cheerful note ; 
And all the way, to guide their chime, 
With falling oars they kept the time." 

^ See for Scotland, British Phaenogamous Botany, by W. Baxter, 
vol. V. 1840, No. 326 ; for Courland and other northern countries, 
J. G. Kohl, Dis Deutsch-russischsH OstssepravinMen, 1841, aer. Theil, 
p. 71 sq. ; and, generally, Encyd. Brit, under " Birch.'' 

B.R. Y 
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On the open waters of river and lake in Finland one is 
little troubled by mosquitoes, but along the banks and 
in the forest they are bad enough, though not so bad as 
in many other places. At times they gather in columns 
and hang waving over the river-side willows and alders, 
looking like so many pillars of smoke. The suddk flies, 
a large brown species, not, I think, ephemeridae, come out 
at times in countless miUions. They penetrate each 
room, drown in jug or tankard, put out the candles, 
blot your letters, creep up your sleeves and down your 
collar, fill mouth and eyes unless tight shut, and, gener- 
ally speaking, make themselves a complete and perfect 
nuisance; moreover, the trout become so gorged with 
them that they will take no bait for daj^ at a time. 
When evening falls it is pretty and somewhat consoling 
to see the night-jars swooping and flitting open-mouthed, 
revelling in their yearly feast. 

But the one drawback to our happiness at Harraka 
was that the big trout would not take the fly, for the 
occasions when they did so were so rare as to be obviously 
accidental. Why this should be so is one of the many 
" fishy " mysteries left for future science to solve.* Even 
more remarkable is the fact that in the lower courses 
of the southern and western rivers of Finland no salmon 
takes either fly, minnow, or any other bait, whereas in 
their upper reaches not only the blue phantom but the 
"Jock Scot,'' the "Butcher," the "Silver Doctor" 
and other lures are snatched as freely as in Norway or 
Scotland, and it is more or less the same with the Neva. 
At its mouths— of which there are five — ^where thousands 
of splendid fish are taken in the nets, first-class fishermen 
have tried the fly, and many another bait, in vain.* Yet 

^ I hear with pleastire that my old friend James Whishaw has 
" taught " the big sig at Vaarpa Saari to take the fly like a gentleman — 
the dry fly, that is. They run to five and six pounds weight. 

* One such exasperated angler is said to have hooked a freshly netted 
salmon to a Jock Scott, thrown it back into the water, played it — and 
lost it 1 
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at Schliisselbttrg, where the river, leavmg Lake Lddoga, 
begins its short career of forty miles or so, these same 
sahnon take, though not very freely, flies of various 
descriptions, including a native one made by sewing a 
bit of squirrel-skin roimd the shank of a hook and tying 
three horsehairs across for hackles. 

The only compensation was that as years went by 
we found that at certain times — or more properly at 
uncertain times — ^these same recalcitrants — the big trout, 
I mean, not the sahnon — would take a so-called fly- 
minnow, jerked along the surface of the water. It was 
not quite fly-fishing, but the nearest thing to it. You 
at least followed your bait and saw your " rise." The 
local name for the fly-minnow, evolved between English 
sportsman and Finnish fisherman, was whisky-bobby, a 
deUghtfully absurd combination, if I mistake not, of the 
Swedish viska to sweep, switch, whisk (our derivation 
from it with wrongly interposed " h^^ ) and English 
" bob," in reference to the jerky motion. The most 
efficient whisky-bobby was made by the local fishermen 
with a salted dace, or some such small fry, on a " flight " 
of EngUsh hooks. The fly-minnows of commerce were 
made of all sorts of material and of the most fanciful 
shapes and colours. Of these the simplest was, in my 
experience, the best — ^a small blue-backed indiarubber 
fly-minnow, with one strong hook in the middle of its 
back. Of minnows the blue phantom was by far the 
most killing, on the whole, though I have known the 
brown Totness run it close. 

My basket at Harraka this time (September 1887) 
was not much below my usual modest mark — two lohi 
(16} and 14} lbs.) and about a dozen small trout weighing, 
together, perhaps as many pounds. Strange to say, never, 
in the first seven years that I fished at Harraka, did I catch 
a fish above 16} lbs. or more than three lohi in a day, but 
then I never cared to troll all the time as many did, or to 
fish at all during more than very few hours each day. 
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The take of the club this season was 95 lohi, weighing 
1,070 lbs. besides c. 900 small trout weighing 600 lbs. — 
nearly double the catch of 1886. 

Far up the eastern waters of the great Saima Lake is 
the town of Joensuu and ten or twelve miles from it 
through the forest there exists a delectable spot known 
as P ♦ ♦ ♦ Koski.^ Here a Uttle river — accidentally 
made — ^joins one of the smaller lakes to the mighty 
Saima.* 

The distance between them is no more than three 
miles but the difference of level is considerable, so that 
the water leaving the upper lake flows first, a couple of 
hundred yards or so, as a rushing rapid, then opens out 
into a biggish pool, over which is or was situated the 
primitive log-house of the " Club," or rather of the two 
or three Englishmen and the one Finlander who shared 
the fishing. Below the house the river is, for a very 
short way, an alternate succession of falls and pools; 
then it runs smoothly and uninterruptedly past a rounded, 
bare, red-granite bluff to empty its waters into the lake. 
From start to finish the river runs through a chaos of 
rocks and boulders amongst which thin birch and fir- 
trees stand up wherever they find room. 

There is no question of boating. You can throw a 
fly right across tiie river in the narrower parts ; you can 
reach any spot in it from one bank or other, and there is 
a boat to put you across the house-pool. Now, in the 
first, straight, rapid there is one big boulder under water 
and just below it will lurk one fish. In the still house- 
pool there may be two or three fish, possibly more. In 
each of the four or five remaining pools, of more or less 
broken water, there may be one fish — ^that is all. I am 
not talking of small fry. These fish run from 5 lbs. to 

^ Koski in Finnish means " rapids " or " falls." 

' Work was in progress on a canal when the waters of the H6ytainen 
lake burst through with a force that sent a wave four feet high through 
the narrows at Nyslott, sixty miles away, as the crow flies ! 



RUSSIA IN THE ' EIGHTIES ' 341 

15 lbs. — ^it is quite remarkable how often they scale 
12 lbs. or thereabouts — they are not the silvery lake- 
trout, but a variety of real gold-bellied river-trout, 
fine fighting fellows ; and they take the fly I a greenish 
grilse-fly for preference. 

From my diary under date August loth and nth, 
1903, I take the following : " My catch, four trout of 
6, 14, II and 16 lbs. weight, all on the same fly, and I 
ended by losing a bigger one (of course 1), the eye of the 
(bronze) hook breaking when the fish was just about 
ready for gaffing. E. D. also landed four big ones.'' 

These fish when hooked invariably make ofE down- 
stream — ^follow you must, helter-skelter, over and among 
the granite boulders, heedless of cuts and bruises ; but 
if anything in the world can make you indifferent to 
knocks it b to hear your reel whirring madly as you run, 
and see your 10- or 15-pounder leap clean out of water 
over each miniature fall, literally steeple-chasing down- 
stream to reach the fancied security of the deep, dark 
waters he knows of below. Of course you check him in 
each pool and land him in one of them if you can, or in 
the bit of river beyond the last of them — ^unless you lose 
him, which the best of anglers may do in such conditions. 
A few hours later you may find exactly similar fish in 
precisely the same spots, or you may find none for days 
and days to come. Small trout — ^in Finland anything 
below 5 lbs. b "small" — grayling and, occasionally, 
sig give good sport in between. Here again is a mystery. 
Why should these big river-trout in a three mile, artificial 
river take the fly readily when none of them ever do so 
in the lakes above and below or in the whole coturse of 
the mighty Vuoksa ? Of a truth the ways of fish like 
those of Providence are inscrutable. 

Another delectable place was ZdriSchS {Beyond the 
river) a few miles west of Siverskaya station on the St. 
Petersburg-Berlin line, where an EngUsh fishing and shoot- 
ing Club occupied a loghouse beside a dammed-up mill- 
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stream in the forest. Here was very pretty trout fishing, 
and game from jack-snipe to hears. One basket I remem- 
ber — three evenings' catch and not an exceptional one — 
was 40 fish weighing 80 lbs., after throwing back all imder 
one pound. My friend John Hubbard — and his 
caught most of them, mainly owing to superior skills- 
had to throw a long line deftly — ^but partly, I hope, 
because I had left my fly-book in the train and also had 
too heavy a rod. One of Hubbard's fish was a very old 
trout weighing over 6 lbs., the ugliest specimen of its 
race I have ever seen ; in colour a tench — and sick at 
that — ^with hardly a spot. I found there the " impatient " 
balsam and, for the first time, the rare lady's slipper. 
The mosquitoes at ZAAichi were so numerous and so 
vicious that fishing was impossible without protection 
for face, neck and hands, which we provided in the 
shape of " crinoline " head-nets and gauntletted leather 
gloves.* 

Somewhat later (1892) occurred an incident, ridiculous 
in its origin, that threatened for a time to disturb the 
good relations Sir Robert Morier was at such pains to 
establish between himself and the highest circles in 
Russian society. Indeed, the consequences might well 
have been even more serious. The facts were as follows : — 

One of the Narishkins, a keen sportsman but by no 
means a popular one, wished very much to join the 
Harraka Fishing Club. The members, who were all 
English except General Astash6ff, had very good reason, 
or thought tiiey had, for deciding on no account to let 
Narishkin in. Sir Robert Morier, on the other hand, 
had been elected an honorary member the moment it 
became known that such was his desire ; and he, wishing 
to ingratiate himself with Narishkin, but as a new-comer, 
quite misunderstanding the situation, told him "of 

^ ZAriidiS was soon afterwards bought by th6 Empexor, who bad 
been taught fishing, amongst other things, by Heath, his English tutor, 
an agreeable person and moat excellent fly-fishennan. 
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course you must join the Club ; I have only to mention 
it as my wish, etc." When this well-meant interference 
met with a poUte but firm rebuff Narishkin was furious 
and swore to be revenged.^ 

Now, it was the custom to elect all members of the 
British Embassy to the Yacht Club in return for the 
similar courtesy extended to Russian diplomatists in 
London, where the doors of the Marlborough, the Travel- 
lers' and the St. James', were open to them without 
ballot. Narishkin, to wreak the wrong inflicted on him 
by a few English merchants, not one of whom, of course, 
would be deemed fit to wipe his feet on the docn^-mat 
of the ultra-aristocratic Yacht Club, took the opportunity 
of the arrival of a new British secretary of Embassy ' 
to have him black-balled at that exclusive estabUshment. 
It was now Sir Robert's turn to be furious ; he threatened 
to ask the Prince of Wales to have the Russian Ambassador 
turned out of the Marlborough, and when a new MiUtary 
Attach^, Colonel Gerard,' arrived he forbade him to put 
down his name for the Yacht Club, and took care to let 
the fact be widely known. This vigorous measure soon 
had the desired effect. 

Colonel Gerard, who had commanded the Guides and 
was well known as a shikaree, had been selected to attend 
the Tsar^vich, afterwards Nicholas II, during his tour 
in India and had been fortunate enough to win his regard. 
To this circumstance, indeed, his appointment to Russia 
was largely due. He was warmly greeted at Court on 
being presented by his new chief ,^ but presently astonished 

^ The Narishkins have always given themselves airs since one of the 
family became Alexei Mikhailovich's second wife and mother of Peter 
the Great. The Narlskhin above-mentioned was the middle one of 
three brothers known as good, bad, and indifferent. 

* Now Sir Henry Howard, late Ambassador to the Vatican. 

* Afterwards Sir Montagu Gerard. He died at Irkutsk, in Siberia, 
of pneumonia, while acting as first Military Attache to the Russian 
army, during the Russo-Japanese war .(26th July, 1905). 

* Just before the presentation Sir Robert turned to Howard whispering 
impatiently, " What the devil is the man's name ? " 



344 RUSSIA IN THE 'EIGHTIES ' 

the Heir-to-the-throne by saying, in reply to a graciously 
expressed hope that they would soon meet again at the 
Yacht Club, " I regret. Sir, that my ambassador will not 
allow me to put my name down for election." Then the 
" fat was in the fire " as Sir Robert had meant it to be ! 
Narishkin was reprimanded severely, and ordeis were 
given to elect both Howard, the black-balled Secretary, 
and Gerard at once and unanimously. Needless to say, 
Narishkin, though he had succeeded in troubling our 
waters, caught never a fish therein 1 
The end of Harraka as an English club was a sad one. 
^ The original members, six in number, were the Michell 
brothers — ^Tom, Jack and Bob— Murphy, an Irish-Ameri- 
can dentist, so handsome and charming a man that the 
Empress and grand-dilchesses whose teeth he pulled out 
all loved him ; Henry Anderson, a local banker ; and 
Edward Gibson, the last-named being afterwards re- 
placed by General Astash6fiE. These six allowed nine more 
to join tiiem as ordinary members with no right of inter- 
ference in the management of the Club, which they 
jealously guarded. In the early eighties Evel]m Hubbard, 
myself, and one or two more urged very strongly the 
purchase of certain peasant-land hitherto held in common 
which was about to be divided and must naturally carry 
with it the fishing rights in the famous lake-pool, offering 
to put down the capital sum required. One of the 
original English members, who shall be nameless, had 
at this time, owing to the absence or carelessness of the 
rest, practically full control of the Club, and he disliked 
so much the idea of losing, as of course he would have 
done, this autocratic power that our proposal was vetoed, 
though repeatedly urged not only from the point of view 
of sport but as a most excellent business investment 
The result was that one day we learned that our solitary 
Russian member, Astash6ff, had stepped in and bought 
land and rights behind our backs I He, at first, explained 
that the club would " of course " go on as before. He 
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had really acted in our best interests. Meantime 
he started building a villa on the eastern edge of 
the pool, and my heart sank within me. Next year he 
limited us to two boats; the third year he notified 
the club that fishing would be permitted only on 
personal appUcation to him each time I He was good 
enough to make an exception in my case, on account, 
partly, of my relations with Schouv^ofi, whom he could 
ill afford to offend, but also, I believe from personal 
regard. He insisted, even, one day when I had a big 
fish hooked, on my stepping out on to the smooth, low 
concrete quay he had laid down in place of our beloved 
rocks, jagged and slippery ; then, forcing me down into 
an arm-chair, sent a servant for vodka and sandwiches, 
and said : " There, Iv&n Iv&novich, now isn't that 
the way to play a lohi ? " When, having landed my 
fish, I expressed a decided preference for the old 
conditions, he turned his eyes sky-wards, shrugged his 
shoulders and exclaimed : " Oh, these impossible 
Enghshmen I " 

The Club-house and the fishing below the pool belonged 
to a Finnish landed-proprietor, Sili&cus, who never worried 
us. But he sold it one day to Notbeck of the Tammerfors 
Cotton and Print Mills, and he, too, began to think there 
might be something agreeable, after all, in the site we 
had chosen and the sport we pursued; so that, soon, 
our tenancy even of what remained to us became jeo- 
pardised. It was then that we finally abandoned 
Harraka, securing, instead, the island with surrounding 
fishing of Vaarpa Saari, some three miles down the 
Vuoksa river and two above Imatra. This, too, was a 
delightful place in those days, and the fishing good; 
but not a patch on Harraka at its best. As time went 
on steamers multiphed on the Saima, the railway was 
carried not only to Willmanstrand but (separately) to 
Harraka itself and on to Joensuu ; the fifty-mile drive 
from Viborg, in two-wheeled carts, through the chilly 
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night, was at an end, and with it the solitude, the remote- 
ness, that made half the charm of Harraka. Then the 
water-power attracted, as some of us had foreseen, the 
attention of the manufacturer; pulp and other mills 
were erected, a large working population gathered, 
drunken men might be seen about on Saturdays and 
Sundays, tall chimneys belched forth smoke over our 
loveUest falls, and, in short, the glory that had been ours 
departed never to return. Soon no one will be alive 
who remembers its existence I Yet the fishing, I am 
told, is as good as ever — ^for those, that is, who care 
nothing for surroundings, for " atmosphere," who can 
catch a fish from a null-yard with as much pleasure 
as from the side of a lonely tarn or the bank of an un- 
mapped river— but not for me I 

There was one form of fishing, not a sport indeed but 
a pleasant pastime, that could be indulged in nearer 
home. St. Petersbuig out of the season — ^in summer let us 
say — was not as Paris or London at corresponding times. 
For, of those who turned their backs on the Russian 
capital when spring came round a very large propor- 
tion went no further away than from five to twenty-five 
miles by road, rail, or river, while many, including a 
goodly number of the rank and fashion, moved only 
to the green, wooded islands enclosed by the delta of 
the Neva ; so that on summer evenings the " point," 
or sea-ward end of El^hin island, if not quite analogous 
to the Bois in March or Hyde Park in May, was, never- 
theless, in pre-war days, the scene of a numerous and 
more or less fashionable gathering, with a goodly share of 
pretty women and many very beautiful horses. And 
the Point has this advantage, that it stretches out 
westward into the waters of the Gulf of Finland, which, 
in June and July, are, on most nights, flushed with a 
sunset glow that deepens, only, as it shifts slowly along 
the northern horizon to brighten again with the dawn. 
A mile or two out from the Point this glow was broken 
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in places by wooden platforms resting on piles and 
furnished with windlasses, rough shelters, and lockers half- 
full of ice wherein to stow the salmon until they were 
taken to market. For these erections, called tdnias, were 
salmon-fishing stations, and from time to time you would 
see a biggish boat put off from one or other of them, to 
be rowed round in a loop by two red- or blue-shirted fisher- 
men, while a third, with quick jerky movements, paid 
out a long line of netting over the stem. When all the 
net was out the loop was made complete and the crew 
clambered back on to the platform, manned the windlass 
and hauled in the net. 

In the days I tell of it was a favourite amusement, 
not so much of the Russians as of the foreign residents 
and their friends from abroad, to pay a visit to one of 
these tdnias and try their luck with the salmon, the 
custom being for the visitors to buy one or more hauls 
beforehand "on chance," the price being a matter of 
bargaining, dependent, mainly, on how the fish happened 
to be running. The more plentiful the fish, the bigger 
the price per haul — ^the result being, naturally, in any 
case quite uncertain. In my notes I find a record of 
one such excursion — ^in the mneties, it is true, but the 
description in general will serve as well for previous 
years. 

Some ten of us, after a dinner in my rooms, set off down 
the Neva in a steam-launch, and cruised about the Gulf, 
making "music on the waters," to the ravishment of 
sailors and fishermen and such "fashionables" as yet 
lingered on the " point " ; for we had a guitar on board 
and one already lovely voice, afterwards well-known to 
lovers of choice music in London and elsewhere.^ 
Towards midnight we boarded one of the tdnias and 
Ebsworth made a start by buying the next three hauls 
for Rs. 25. The men had been doing very well — they 

^ The reference is to Mn. George Swinton, daughter of E. H. Ebs- 
worth, Esq., then still in her teens. 
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had already caught since 8 o'clock no less than 46 salmon, 
the largest 36 lbs. in weight and few of the rest under 
20 lbs. Latterly, however, the fish had been running 
less freely, or the price would have been higher. We 
waited patiently, chatting and singing at intervals, 
while the nets were spread three times and as many times 
hauled in, some of us lending ready hands at the windlass. 
But luck was against us, or against Ebsworth, who only 
got one fish, of 17 lbs., for his money. Then Major 
Waters, our new military attach^,^ and I went halves 
in another three hauls for Rs. 15, the price coming down 
in consequence of the previous non-success. We drew 
two blanks, and disappointment was rife ; but the third 
time, as the net drew near, there was a sudden splash, 
a silvery gleam and the cry arose '' a salmon, a salmon I " 
The fishermen hurried their tramp round the windlass ; 
splashes and gleams became more and more frequent ; 
and shouts were heard of " two, there are two I " " three ! " 
even " four I " salmon I This last proved to be a pardon- 
able exaggeration, but when, after a while, the bag of 
the net was jerked on to the platform the Major and I 
f oimd ourselves the happy possessors of three fresh-run 
fish weighing 18, 21 and 24 lbs. respectively — and all 
for the sum of thirty shillings 1 Then F. M. and another 
bought a final three hauls and got first a blank, then one 
fish and, to end up with, a bumper of five splendid salmon ! 
It was now past 3 o'clock in the morning, so, after pasdng 
the fishermen, whose previous good-luck enabled them to 
contemplate ours without repining, we re-embarked with 
our prizes and supped menily as we steamed up the 
Neva in broad sunlight. 

We parted on landing, to wend our respective ways 
home ; the excursion was at an end— or so it seemed. 
But for some of us there was a coxmc finale to come. M. 
and I took droshkies to convey our prizes home and 

^ Now Major-General Waten, lately commanding the British forces 
in China. 
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started down the Palace Quay together. Now, the 
floor of a droshky is small and with no protection at the 
sides beyond an inch or so of combing. The sahnon 
proved sUppery as the proverbial eel. Presently there 
was a shout, a flash, and behold my friend leaping from 
his droshky and dashing o£E in pursuit of a twenty- 
pounder that went slithering across the smooth wood- 
pavement towards the Winter Palace, much to the 
amusement of the sentries and policemen on duty I 
Hardly had he captured his prize and started homeward 
once more, when out went two of my salmon — I was 
canning Waters' home for him as well as my own — ^and 
away went I and my laughing driver in hot pursuit on 
either side. M. now disappeared from view over the 
Palace bridge and what more happened to him I forget, 
but in my case I had to stop and give chase no less than 
three times before landing my fish at last in the larder 
at 19 Gal^maya where, an hour or so later, when the 
milk came, my Esthonian cook eyed them with no less 
astonishment than delight. 



CHAPTER XVI 

A hunting-trip to Vor6nej — ^Rachel and Mario — Engliah manners 
— ^The rolling steppe — ^A tragedy — Shooting wolves — ^A 
peasant superstition — Gagging a wolf — The marmot — ^Peter 
the Great and Mazeppa — ^Wolves and foxes — Count Pahlea's 
mistake— The Saiga — ^A field rehearsal — Count Adlerberg's 
purse— Russian bridges — ^The ' quiet ' Don — Men in mufti — 
Napoleon I. at Avignon — ^Family recollections — ^The 
Empress Eugenie— Berez6vsky's attempt — Napoleon III.'s 
couTQjge^Vive la Pologne I — ^A great fatalist — ^Bismarck's 
cigar — Origin of Berlin Congress — ^Marvin's feat — Gort- 
chak6fi intervenes — Bismarck's resentment — TrahisonI — 
How Batoum was won — ^Andrassy's pose— Bismarck and 
the Poles — ^Franklin's equipage— The nayizdha — P61ovtse£E's 
prayer — Schouv&lofi and Laboulaye — Patil Schouv^ofi and 
General Bogdan6vich — ^A celebrated phrase — Russia and 
Europe in 1863 — ^Unmerited fame-—" Tani pis pour la 
Russia I " — I miss a wolf and shoot a man — ^A white 
woodcock. 

See map, p. 378. 

At last the affairs of Europe quieted down sufficiently 
to allow of my accepting Schouv&lofi's invitation — ^the 
third in successive years — to shoot and hunt with him 
in the Government of Vor6ne]. I take the f (lowing 
account of this expedition from my diary : 

24th September, Arrived at the station at 5.30 p.m. and 
drove in the dark to Madame Chertk6ff's house, Lisinovka, 
and were warmly welcomed by her. A white house of 
moderate size and no architectural pretence. Within, an 
air of comfort and refinement ; a great many engravings on 
the walls, mostly French, of Napoleon and his campaigns, but 
some English, including one or two good mezzotints. In the 

350 
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hall are some large original water-colours, hunting scenes by 
Sokol6ff widely known through reproductions. Madame 
Chertk6ff is a P&shkovite, Madame P&shkofi being, in fact, 
her sister, each bom Countess Chemishefi-KrugUkofi.^ 

At dinner the cabbage-soup was so superlatively good as 
to deserve remembrance, yet our hostess to begin with sent 
it back to the kitchen with the conunand pribdv piertsu k 
itim shcham : " add pepper to this soup," and I was rather 
pleased at recognising in shcham the dative of shchi, a real 
plural word not a mere plural usage Uke porridge in Scotland. 
After dinner, conversation having turned to music, Schou- 
v^off said : " I first heard Mario in Paris, in Lucia, a poor 
opera but he captivated me at once.' Later, in St. Petersburg, 
Madame F. asked me (she Uved in the Place Michel) to come 
in after some ball or theatre and meet Rachel and Mario. 
Rachel was by way of playing the grande dame ; eventually, 
however, after supper, we all became very gay and pestered 
Mario to sing. He refused, positively. Then we induced 
Rachel to try her persuasive powers and, finally, he agreed 
on condition that she would first recite something. I went 

next door to the brothers P and with the help of the 

servants got hold of some music, the family having gone to 
bed. Rachel then recited, as she only could, Les deux pigeons,* 
but when Mario's turn came he refused again. There was a 
great outcry at this and at last he agreed to sing if Rachel 
would sit on his knee meantime. She consented after some 
persuasion, and taking her on his knee he sang with over- 
whelming effect Donizetti's Raggio Hamor parea,^ 

** He used to scatter his money recklessly, and these same 

brothers P were greatly embarrassed once when Mario 

having asked them and many more people to a kind of f£te 

^Colonel P^hkoff was Lord Radstock's chief follower m Russia. 
Mme. Chertk6ff 's son has long been known as Tol8t6y's most prominent 
disciple. At the time I write of he had lately married and the yomig 
conple were living the simple life in a cottage not far off, she cooking, 
he scrubbing the floor, etc., or so we were told. 

* Mario made his dihtU in Paris in 1838 (2nd December), in Robert the 
Devil. 

* Of La Fontaine. 

* From the Rotnansa " II furioso." The date must have been quite 
early in 1854 when Mario and Grisi's Russian engagement overlapped 
that of Rachel. It may be supposed that Grisi was not present at 
this lively supper. 
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to have it cheap on condition that he threw in the skinned 
bodies of two wolves. " What in heaven's name for ? " " To 
boil down for the fat. The peasants will travel a hundred 
versts to get wolf's fat, which is thought the best specific for 
skin diseases ; and is, moreover, a sovereign charm against 
the wood-spirit (lieshi)." 

I was warned never to enter the woods with the hounds 
igonchi), which are very fierce though small. At the edge, or 
in the open, they will not attack you, but inside are likely 
enough to do so ; indeed, they were very threatening to-day 
at one time, till a huntsman rode up and called them off. One 
had a hedgehog in his mouth, which might well make any 
dog angry I 

When hunting with these dogs an3rthing you kill must 
be thrown up a tree at once or it wUl be gobbled up 
infallibly. 

All the huntsmen carry bits of stick and cord in their pockets 
in readiness to gag the wolves. Last year, when SchouT&lofi 
was here, the dogs had run down a fierce old w(flf , and one 
huntsman was astride of the beast, as may be seen in 
one of Sokol6ff's pictures, many of which were painted in 
this district, some on the Chertk6ff estate, gripping it with 
his knees and holding it by its ears, anxiously waiting for his 
comrade to gag it. The latter ' funked,' however, and did not 
even dismount, pretending afterwards by way of excuse that 
he thought the man could manage very well by himself, which 
was absurd. That night yells were heard and it appeared that 
sununary justice was being administered to the ' funk ' by the 
rest of the huntsmen, who took down his breeches and gave 
him fifty lashes with their whips, well laid on — and well 
deserved, too 1 

When the dogs become too old to hunt they are taken out 
cheerily, as if for the chase, and hanged in the nearest wood — 
a merciful death, or so the huntsmen say. There is a notable 
picture in the Hermitage, St. Petersburg, by Paul Potter, 
in which the dogs are seen hanging, but this is the vengeance 
of the beasts, who are at the same time roasting Man« the 
arch-enemy, on a grid. Of the Russian marmot {Baibdk), 
a large rodent common hereabouts, it is said that if you tie a 
rope to him and let him into his burrow a pair of oxen have 
not strength to drag him out again. 

There is nothing exclusive, apparently, about hunting in 
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these parts. One sportsman, an old fellow on an ancient, 
hoUow-ribbed white horse, joined us this morning, uninvited, 
and rode through the day. Schranun declares that as a young 
man he was the only amateur hunter in the whole district and 
that he took great numbers of wolves, etc. 

When the woods are driven it is considered advisable to 
shoot anj^thing and everything that comes out ; the dogs work 
better and are less likely to get lost. Magpies here are simply 
innumerable. The Sheremitiefi estate of 80,000 dessiatines^ 
gives an income of Rs. 120,000 only, whereas it should give 
at least double. 

28th September. Rode with the borx6i$ three hours, from 
seven to ten, on a Cossack saddle, excruciatingly painful, but 
I managed after that to borrow an English one. We saw an 
eagle, but no wolves or foxes, though the peasants, ploughing, 
kept teUing me they had seen wolves just before I Later 
I joined the guns ; we then drew a wood and Schouvftlofi 
killed three foxes, the rest of us four more. 

A report comes in that there are twenty wolves, at least, 
some thirty versts further on; too far to go now. The 
Mazeppa story here takes the form that Peter the Great, 
returning from Azoff, pulled the Hetman's moustache, who 
swore to be revenged. The KhokMi (Little Russians, plural 
of KhokhSl) are proud, indeed, of their long moustadiios but 
wear no beards. They so love the vast spaciousness of their 
native country, that one of them who in the dark chanced 
upon a verst-post in the boundless steppe was heard 
to growl " Bezobr&maya tiesnotd " I (Literally " Shameful 
crowding".) Many stories are told of people losing their 
way, which is easy enough both in darkness and during 
snow-storms, there being really no roads, merely tracks ; nor 
with rare exceptions anything in the nature of a landmark. 

Speaking of their language Schouv&lofi said that Orlofi- 
Denlsoff (great uncle of Sila---Cotmtess Schouv&loff's grandson 
by her first marriage) when Ataman (Hetman)-in-chief of the 
Don Cossacks, being well-known as a bad speaker, managed 
here nevertheless to make a speech that was more or less satis- 
factory. Whereupon, it was said of him : ' II n*a pas le don 
de la parole mats, apparemment, il a la parole du Don ' ; and if 
any of my readers are infected with the foolish prejudice 
against all puns, good as well as bad, let me remind them of 

^ e, 2i6,0Q0 acres. 
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" This is Peter " ; of the great pun recorded in Longfellow's 
Hyperion ; and of John Bright's reply to his little son who 
walking with him down Waterloo Place said, looking intently 
at what my mother aptly called " the lady playing quoits " 
" What does Crimea mean, father ? " To wUch after 
a pause came the solemn answer, " A crime, my son 1 " ^ 

Kalftva, whither we are botmd, was founded only a hundred 
years ago or so by Cossacks from the C)strog6jsk regiment.* 
At another village, near by, Riezanka, it is said ihaX 150 Little 
Russians were Idlled by Tartar cut-throats — Gurioprdvui 
(stock-drivers). Hence the name {riezat, to cut). Tartar 
raids, we are told, were still feared in these parts less than a 
century ago. 

The Sherem6tiefiE choir, well-known in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg, was recruited here, and our women beaters sing 
well their part-songs as they tramp home, but Houffle says the 
soldiers are rapidly spoiling things by teaching them inferior 
Great Russian songs, for which they abandon their own ; 
nor is this by any means the returning soldier's worst gift. 

2gth September. At the same place — ^rain, fog, no sport. 
I saw seven bustard, quite close, but was not allowed to try 
for them lest I should give the alarm to a very problematical 
wolf! 

30M September. Khiior DaniOa, Biruchi UySzd (District). 
Birtichi is from an old Russian word meaning "herald," not 
from the Little Russian biriik, a wolf. There are two kinds 
of sunflowers big and small, of which the latter are better for 
oil, the former for food. We went on to Grishovka, 30 v., 
where canary and anise-seed are grown. A Khokh61 before 
he buys land takes some of the earth in his hand and rubs it 
to detect sand, then smells and tastes it for acids. Schramm 
and Mouffle both affirm that wolves, here, have earths like 

^ I even procured the insertion of a pun in the Edinburgh Review, 
but only because when it came to my lips at a staid dinner-party no 
one had the intelligence to appreciate it. The question had arisen. 
" why does Russia curry favour with the natives of Courland ? " 
" Because/' I replied, " she hopes that in the event of a German invasion 
every Lett will prove a hindrsuioe I " 

*Ostrog6jsk (from ostrdga, a barbed fishing spear), a town 97 v. 
S. of Voronej, was founded in the seventeenth century by Cherldlsi 
or Little Russian Cossacks, who in 1664 formed themselves into the 
Ostrog6]sk regiment. The town was a noted centre for the distribution 
of fish caus^t in the river Don. 
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foxes, which they dig themselves; also that they bring 
forth their young in them. (7) Dog-wolves will some- 
times attack men when their mates have been kiUed. The 
fox keeps, when he can, to the hollows ; the wolf strikes out, 
boldly, over the steppe. The fox goes against the wind ; the 
wolf across it. 

The peasants here — ^not knowing we were coming — made 
a ring last Stmday and killed two wolves, wotmding a third, 

15^ October. Drew the great reed- and osier-beds in the 
hollow near the house. Saw an eagle-owl, a splendid bird. 
In the third ring Y&kofi shot a wolf and Sdiwannebach, who 
arrived this morning from Sar&tofi, a fox. Then we took the 
woods and I got three hares, one of which the hounds gobbled 
up before I could secure it. To-day the first woodcock were 
seen, come in, of course, from the North. 

The ixprdvnik (district police-inspector) joined us, by 
invitation, at dinner. Many anecdotes were told about 
Count Pahlen, formerly Minister of Justice, who speaks 
Russian very badly. He once described his own wife as a 
pubUchnaya jinshchina (public-woman) meaning svMskaya 
datna (lady in society). 

As to stdrosias (viUage elders) all agree with Schwannebach 
when he relates that in the Sar&tofi Government if an excep- 
tionally ragged and disreputable-looking maujik comes to see 
him he is sure to be the stdrosta, the office being so burdensome 
and valueless that no decent peasant will take it I Schramm 
tells us the following story of a certain M'. Vakhtin who was 
a great liberal. When the forest-laws were tmder discussion 
while admitting that the moujik had ideas of his own about 
woodcutting, he maintained that they were by no means 
unreasonable. " He goes out, of course, axe in belt. When 
he comes to a likely tree, the timber being necessary 
to him and his axe handy, he reasons that the tree is 
really no one's property — ^neither his nor the landed pro- 
prietor's, but just B6je iUrevo, God's tree, whereupon he cuts 
it down and carts it off ; surely you wouldn't punish him for 
that ? " Schramm's reply was : " H'm, h'm, all very fine I 
That's what he says if the tree is my tree or your tree, but if you 
or I cut his tree down there's no talk of God at all ; his con- 
victions on the subject are very definite and very different." 

All cottages are now being white-washed in readiness for 
Pokfdf (a feast of the Virgin special to the Eastern Church). 



360 RUSSIA IN THE 'EIGHTIES ' 

The reeds we drew to-day were twelve feet high. For 
thatching, the peasants use them at full length. 

Schwannebach ; "Are there any Saigi {Saiga iartarica) 
here ? " Schramm : " In twenty-six years I have seen but 
one, which I ran down with the dogs and killed. There had 
been great snow-storms." ^ 

Schwannebalch is agent to Countess Schouvfiloff, for the 
Orl6fi-Denisoff estates in the Government of Sam&ra and 
the Don territory. He says : " We bought our last lot 
of cart-horses at twenty-five roubles each, all round — good 
horses, ready for work. We are beginning to use horses for 
ploughing, as they work quicker and cost less." Schram$n : 
" True, but oxen (which cost c. fifty R. each) are so much 
capital in hand ; you can work them four or five years and 
then sell them for meat at a profit." 

2nd October. To Skororib, the Platitsins' place, where we 
had a "parade" htmt with two hundred beaters. There 
was an open space of 100-200 yards between two woods and 
we were stationed at the edge of one already glowing with 
autumn tints. The guns were thirty yards apart and included 
the two brothers Platitsin, a local land-owner, Podolski, the 
ixprdvnik, and ourselves. There were said to be eight wolves 
ringed, but only one came out. Platitsin missed or wounded 
him slightly ; I knocked him over with my right barrel, but 
he staggered on and I finished him with the left, though he 
stood up even then and moaned savagely, advancing one step 
towards me, before dropping dead. 

In the other wood, opposite, driving it downwards, Scfaou- 
v&lo£E got a wolf, and that was all. I rode a horse meant for 
Andrei Petr6vich (Schouvfiloff's son), a nice bay, half-Arab, 
worth four hundred roubles, bred by Schramm. Five bustards 
were seen on the way to tiie ring ; the men said there were 
more than thirty of them. We had tables and chairs at lunch, 
a style of thing Schouv&lofE and I dislike. We were told that 
an dk had be^ seen but they are rare so far south. Twelve 
years ago when Vladimir and Alex^i (Grand-Dukes) were 
here these very woods were driven, and, to everyone's surprise 

^ The saigd has been classed as an antelope but stands really alone, 
forming a genus apart. It is remarkable for the strange development 
of the frontal bones. There is a good account of this ungainly little 
beast in my friend Douglas Carruthers' Unknown Mongolia, p. 590 seq., 
by his companion, the late Captain J. H. Miller. 
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and disgust, nothing came out. The Sianov6i, (local police 
officer) who had collected the beaters, etc., was in despair, 
but, when asked the reason said : "I cannot understand it 
at all ; 7 drove it yesterday to make sure, and there were wolves 
and foxes in plenty I '* 

At lunch title isprdvnik waxed eloquent on Finance, telling 
once again the old, old story of English gold used for secret 
service. Russia, of course, in her struggle with England 
always gets the worst of it, being, poUtically, guileless I 
Schwannebach told the story of old Count Adlerberg who 
thought he had lost his purse at the opera house in St. Peters- 
burg. He gave notice to the police saying how much it 
contained in htmdred-rouble and other notes. He was 
Minister of the Imperial Court, a very great personage indeed^ 
whose good word was worth much money, and next day two 
police-officers came to ainnounce that the thief had been 
cau^t and the contents of the purse recovered, but not the 
purse itself. They produced the right number of notes, 
smiling complacently, whereupon Adlerb^*g, to their confusion, 
said : " Thank you very much, gentlemen, but I found my 
purse and money intact at home I " 

yd October. I tried for bustard, again in vain, driving a 
yoke of oxen. We then drew the woods, 9 v. further on. 
The one thing that came out was a hare, ^idiich I shot ; and this 
was the only discharge that morning except an accidental one, 
by the izprdvnik, unpleasantly near me I After lunch we 
drove on 20 v. to the river Don, passing through Sagunee and 
to-morrow's woods on the way. They are immense — 1000 
dessiatines {e. 2700 acres), and we are in despair, for they are 
too big to drive successftdly in any case, and Schramm with 
the dcfs^ has gone back to Grlshovka to rejoin us only in two 
days' time I 

We came to a bridge, the first seen for days, the planking 
rotten, as usual. Sctwannebach : " When a numjik comes to 
a brid^ his first thought is how to avoid it." Schonvdloff: 
" Yes, and often when I was aide-de-camp to the Emperor 
and had to drive great distances, the yemshchik (post-driver) 
would call out, ' there's a bridge, your honour ' ; and I would 
shout bUndly, ' Mimo ' I (Go by 1)." the fact being that in 
Russia, except when the water is too deep, you have, as a rule, 
a better chance of getting safely over a river driving past on 
either side of the bridge, than attempting to cross it, especially 
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in winter, provided, of course, that the ice 4s strong enon^ 
to bear the weight of horse and sledge. 

4/A October. On the banks of the Don, by no means the 
Hkhi (quiet) Don we hear of and read of, but rough enough 
to maike boating dangerous. The day broke with wind and 
rain, turning at 8 a.m. to a violent snowstorm, in which we 
started for ti^e great wood of looo dessiatines after first trying 
to find some promised wild-duck, in vain. The two hundred 
beaters were sent seven versts away by mistake, so we stood 
three and a half hours in our places waiting for the game ^<^ch 
eventually amounted to one hare killed by Schwannebach^ 
and one fox and one hare killed by the peasants. The next 
ring was driven quite away from us ; and the last furnished 
nothing at all, though four woodcocks were seen. 

The Count was angry with Schramm for sending us to such 
a hopeless place, yet wonderfully goodnatured, as usual, and 
not dewing any irritation against the local idiots, who made 
success still more impossible by their blundering arrangements. 
Luckily the sky cleared and we had a sunny, though stormy day. 

After dinner Schouv&lofi launched out into recollections of 
an interesting nature. The reforms of i86i were mentioned 
and I reminded him of a story he had once told me of an 
album. This he now repeated. 

When the labours of the Commission, appointed by the Tsar 
to elaborate the conditions of emancipation, drew to an 
end he was asked to contribute his photograph to an album 
containing portraits of the members which was to be presented 
to MiUdtin, their President. But it was stipulated that he 
shotild appear in mufti, and, not having travelled abroad 
for some time, he had only uniform, wbkh caused delay. 
Eventually, he was told that the album was completed, 
though unfortunately, without him ; and at the final sitting of 
the Commission it was on the table. He opened it and found, 
first, a portrait of the Emperor in civil dress, " God knows 
how they got it I " ; then came Milititin, P&nin, etc., etc., all 
likewise in mufti ; and, last of all, a man in rags — a wretched- 
looking creature, with the inscription : 

PomiSshchik (Land-owner) I ^ 
" I was young and liberal — carried, indeed, rather too far 
in that direction — ^but this was more than I could stand. I 

^ After more than half a oentory the aspirations of the liberal band 
of i86i have been realised by the Bolsheviks I 
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understood, then, the meaning of it all ; and you may be sure 
that my portrait was never added to the rest." 

Schwannebach who— like other tiresome people I have met 
— never loses an opportunity of dragging in Napoleon, with or 
without excuse, did so now with happy effect, saying : " It is 
curious to reflect that though that time must seem to you 
but a short while ago, nev^thdess the lapse of years is as 
great as between the French Revolution and Waterloo." 
SchouvOoff: "Yes, that is so." Schwatmebach : "How 
strange that Napoleon should have shewn such fear on his 
way to Elba I It was a Count Schouv&lofi who convoyed 
him, and lent him his shinSl ^ and cap as a disguise." SchouvA" 
loff : " That was my grandfather, who was entrusted with the 
mission by Alexander I. He made no allusion whatever to 
fear on Napoleon's part, but he recounted to me how, indeed, 
he lent him the ^hinSL and cap, and the scenes that took place 
by the way, the people being very much exasperated. It was, 
I think, at Besan^on* that a hostile crowd collected and seemed 
so threatening that my grandfather harangued the mob, 
which had guessed who was with him. He succeeded in 
calming them, and Napoleon said : ' You have perhaps saved 
.my Ufe. I have nothing left to give you but this last pair of 
pistols, which I beg you to accept.' My grandfather took 
them as a memento and I still have them, with Napoleon's 
monogram on them. 

" After the Crimea I was sent by the Emperor to Paris, 
not as a diplomatist but to be on Orl6fi's stc^. I was pre- 
sented the day after my arrival to Napoleon III., and in 
accordance witii French etiquette, by my name and military 
rank — I was only a captain — without title, yet he said at 
once, * I think we have family recollections in common ? ' 
to which I replied : ' Yes, Sire ; I still have the pistols.' The 
Emperor beckoned Bachiocco, a Coisican, whose duty it was 
to arrange all the Court amusements, etc., and told him, ' I 
wish Count Schouviloff to amuse himself well during his stay 
in Paris.' I saw Napoleon again in 1867 at the time of the 



> The great caped cloak of the Ruasiaiie— more often military, some- 
times dviliaa. 



was a mistake. Napoleon's route from Fontainebleau to 
Toulon went nowhere near Besan9on. The hostile demonstrations 
began at the little town of Donstee b e tw ee n Monttiimar and Avignon. 
The incident here related took place, I believe, at Avignon itself. 
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Exhibition. I was then already a general and diief of the 
Gendarmerie. He was extremely sjonpathetic ; one simply 
could not help liking him. He appeared to have the same 
.sort of influence a charming woman has. But, dear me, 
how he was ' done ' by those around him ! mostly svdloch 
(scoundrels) — ^though Rouher, I admit, was an exception. 
The Empress ? Ah, no I Whatever people might say, she 
was a faithful wife to him, and her enemies could find no 
scandal — ^not truly. She was not so very beautiful in my eyes, 
and I think she was a bit of an actress, though I never could 
be sure whether she was acting or not." ^ 

SchouvMoff: " I remember Berez6vsky's attempt (6th June, 
1867). We had been to Longchamps, to a review or parade, 
and were about to return — ^the King of Prussia and the two 
Emperors. They had driven to the Hippodrome, mounted there 
and ridden on horseback through the Bois. King William really 
saved Alexander II.'s life. I will teU you how. Berez6vsky 
had made his plans very carefully, and everjrthing was in 
order. He was going to shoot the Tsar on the return journey 
through the Bois. At the review we all noticed that Napoleon, 
who was an excellent rider, could hardly sit his horse ; he 
was evidently suffering great pain, doubtless from the com- 
plaint he eventually died of. King William called the Tsar's 
attention to this fact and asked hun to propose a return by 
carriage under the pretence of husbanding their strength, 
there being still a ball or other function before them. So 
said so done ; but the carriage had to be got ready, and, 
meantime, the people so crowded the direct way that we had 
to make a bit of a round. Berez6vsky noticed the police 
moving and understanding what it meant rushed across to 
meet us near the Cascade, where, indeed, he fired, but being 
hurried and disturbed shot off both barrels at once and blew 
up his own hand.' I was with the French aide-de-camp in 

^ One who had exceptional opportunities of ganging the late Empress 
Eug6nie'8 mind and disposition during the last forty years of her life 
tells me that in his opinion a " fearless sincerity " was a leadmg trait 
in her character. 

* I give the story as I wrote it down within a few houn at most of 
hearing it from Schouv&loff's lips ; for, to my mind, it would take aU 
value from these reminiscences if I furbished them up. But it does 
not follow that either SchouvAlofi's memory or mine was infallible. 
As a matter of fact Berex6v8ky's first buUet was intercepted by the 
head of an equerry's horse thrust forward by its rider, M. Rainbeauz, 
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the next carriage and we tried to keep up, but fell a little 
behind and knew not whether either monarch was wounded 
until we reached the £l3^s6e, where we were lodged, a little 
later than the Emperor Alexander. 

'* I asked one of our servants : ' Chto, tsidi ? ' (unhurt ?) 
•Da' (yes). ' SUva BSghu /' {Glory to God \) 

" I went in and found the Emperor dressing. He asked 
me to find out all I could — ^whether the attempt was directed 
against him or Napoleon, etc. At this moment there was a 
Imock at the door, and the Empress Eug6nie was announced. 
' Impossible, I am only half dressed,' said the Emperor, ' tell 
her so and keep lier a few minutes.' I went out and found 
the Empress staggering against the door. She seemed to be in 
a terrible state : she asked after his Majesty and exclaimed 
' les scSUrats, they might have waited until your Emperor 
was gone,' thinkhig still that the blow was intended for 
Napoleon. 

"I went off and found the police already examining Bere- 
z6vsky, whose wounded hand was in ice. He avowed all, 
protesting he had no intention or desire to injure Napoleon^ 
who furnished him and his compatriots with safe harbourage. 
No, he aimed only at the tjnrant, the oppressor of Poland I 
He was all but acquitted, through my being there I It was 
contrary to French law for a foreigner to be present at the 
examination of a prisoner, and they wanted to take advantage 
of this technical point. There was the usual dinner that 
night for the Emperor and his suite — ^Lacluding the Frenchmen 
attached to his person — ^that we had when we dined at home, 
which was not often. I arrived late and found a place left 
for me at the far end of the table. I sat down. The Emperor, 
at first, would not question me, though I could see that he 
was impatient to hear what I had to say. At last he could 
no longer contain himself and called to me in Russian 
' Nashi ? ' (Ours). 'Dal' (Yes). ' It is too much— two 
years running I '—ralluding to Karakdsofi's attempt on 
i6th April, 1866. 

" Next day Napoleon proposed to Alexander that as no 
one expected them at the Exhibition they should go there 

just in time. It was on the second discharge, immediately after- 
wards, that the pistol, which had cost nine francs, burst. It is strange 
to reflect that a few more francs might have changed the coarse 
of history 1 
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unattended. The danger would be negligible, the effect great. 
However, we were seen coming, the great gates were swong 
wide and we were soon surrounded by a crowd of at least 
100,000 people, who displayed the utmost enthusiasm. I was 
extremely anxious, for Berez6vsky, for all we knew, might 
have accomplices — ^perhaps fifty or more. Then an alarming 
incident took place. A man suddenly rushed at Napoleon 
and I thought — ^Now we are in for it I — but it was only some 
Italian presenting a petition. Napoleon shewed great courage. 
He never moved a muscle, but took the petition and put it 
in his tail-pocket." 

Sckwannebach. " That almost reconciles one to his misdeeds. 
You remember the rope story ? No t Well, after the comp 
d'itat, he decided to make a triumphal entry into Paris, 
and ordered laurel-wreaths to be hung up across the 
streets with suitable inscriptions. Just before the procession 
started there was a heavy squall of wind, and in one prominent 
position a wreath was blown clean away, only the rope 
remaining, with the inscription ' II l'a usBitiz.* " 

SchouvMoff: " Well, he seemed to think it too risky, after 
all ; so, waiting some minutes, he took our Emperor away. 
The affair was a great success; the bravery of the two 
Monarchs was extolled in all the papers next day. But after 
that we had an escort of the Ceni-gardes and, whatever the 
French might think, the affair cast a gloom over us Russians." 

Sckwannebach : " How about the scene at the Palais de 
Justice ? " 

Schouvdloff: " I was there. It was undoubtedly Floquet. 
It was a great mistake our going there at all, and I told 
Leboeuf so beforehand. On the road there were cries of 
' Vive la Pologne f ' It was something new for a Tsar to 
hear hostile shouts f 

'* When we got there — ^to the crowd in the students' quarter 
— ^it was still worse. The great staircase was cleared, but two 
men rushed forward upon it and one of them, Floquet, cried 
* Vive la Pologne, Monsieur I ' Yes, the other may have been 
Gambetta ; I don't know. He would of course be unnotice- 
able then. Altogether it was very stupid to take us there 
and the result extremely tmpleasant. ... O yes, this was 
before Berezdvsky's attempt, which changed public opinion 
radically in our favour. After that, the people everywhere 
became enthusiastic and I think anyone who had repeated 
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the cry for Poland would have been torn to pieces I So that 
it did the Poles great injury. 

" I saw Napoleon again in England. I went to Chisle- 
hurst, where he bored me sadly about some new stove he 
had invented. It was quite wonderful how calm he was and 
how reconciled to his lot. A great fatalist I Passing throu^ 
Berlin a letter was presented to me by a mysterious individual 
begging me to procure for Fleury an interview with Bismarck. 
He was sure his proposals would be accepted and Napoleon 
restored i I had no instructions to meddle nor did I care to, 
but my sympathies in France were always Imperialistic; 
so on seeing Bismarck I just showed him the letter and asked 
him what answer to give. To my surprise he said : ' Tell 
him when you see him to come to me ; I will arrange an 
interview incognito^' I telegraphed Fleury that I would see 
him at Calais. I could not stop in Paris. There (at Calais) 
another mysterious individual, a sous-officier en tUfaite, 
seemingly, handed me a letter saying that Fleury was laid up 
with gout, but would see me in England. I gave my address 
at Long's Hotel. On passing Chislehurst station I heard of 
Napoleon's death. (9th January, 1873.) Soon after my 
arrival in London Fleury came to me in a great state— ex- 
claiming about the ' terrible loss,' etc. I condoled with him, 
but added ' It's no use going to Bismarck now I ' * Au 
coniraire I ' ' How so ? ' ' There are Frenchmen still I 
Fhomme de Sedan est mori — ^the Prince remains I Now, all 
can rally round him. I can die happy.' 

" I was disgusted at the callous way in which he thus spoke 
of his greatest friend, when the breath had hardly left his 
body ! " 

Presently Schouv&lofiE resumed. *' I first made acquaint- 
ance with Bismarck in St. Petersburg, and in somewhat 
strange fashion. He was brought to me by the police one 
day, soon after his arrival in 1859, ^P^ smoking when crossing 
the Police Bridge.^ He was furious ; the gorodovdi (police- 
man) had crushed his cigar and scorched his fingers. He gave 
no promise then of the great man he became. Quite the 
contrary. He was somewhat ill, gave one an impression of 
mediocrity and appeared to think his career already at an 
end. I knew him again when Minister in Prussia. I always 

> In the Nevsky Pirospect Smokiiig on the wooden bridges is stiU 
forbidden, bat the prohibition has long been a dead letter. 
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used to see him on my way through Berlin and we took to 
one another. He had such faith in me and my policy that 
he put all his money, every hopick, into Russian funds. When 
I was named Ambassador in London, he told me, a few days 
after, as proof of his confidence in me — saying that I could 
easily vexify it, and, indeed, Bleichr6der (the Berlin banker) 
and others confirmed it — ^that on receiving news of my leaving 
St. Petersburg he had sold out all his Russian stock, though 
men of business remonstrated with him, saying it was not the 
time. He insisted. Russians rose, it is true, but then came 
the war and down they went. He tells me still that I rendered 
him a great service." 

The conversation now turned on the Berlin Congress. 
Schouv&lofi said : " I was at a G)uncil at Tsaxskoe when the 
Grand-dukes Nikolai Nikolaivich, Commander-in-Chief in 
Turkey, and Michael Nikolaivich, holding the same position 
in the Caucasus, Blilititine, War Minister, and Reutem, 
Finance Minister, all agreed tiiat it was impossible to continue 
the war. Nicolai Nikolaivich's report was^' We have 
thousands of the Guard sick at San Ste&no. In case of an 
English attack it will be impossible to save the sick, let alone 
the guns.' ^ Michael Nikolaivich said — ' If the English land 
one single regiment in the Caucasus I cannot meet it, so many 
of my best troops have been sent to Turkey.' (There was 
talk of an Engli^ landing at Poti.) The Emperor turned to 
me and said — * You and Bismarck are good friends. Use your 
influence and get the Congress arranged I ' " 

Nikolai Nikolaivich was recalled to St. Petersburg at 
his own request on the I7th/29th April, 1878, and replaced 
by Todleben. He had previously demanded categorical 
instructions for any hostile action in view of the unfeivour- 
able conditiop of the army imder his command. Schou- 
v41oS reached St. Petersburg on the 30th April (12th 
May) . The Council at Tsarskoe took place almost immedi- 
ately afterwards. Schouv&loff then returned to London, 
where, on the i8th/30th May, Bismarck having insisted 
on it as a preliminary to the Congress, he concluded with 

^ This confirms what Lord Beaconsfield wrote to Lady Bradford on 
23rd October, 1877 : " the collapse of the Russian army is complete." 
Op, cit, vol. vi. p. 190. 
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Lord Salisbury the famous Agreement, divulged by 
Charles Marvin in the Globe.^ 
The Tsar wrote to Todleben : 

" The arrival of Count Schouv&lofiE has given us some hope 
that peace will be preserved. The negotiations with Austria 
have so far given no positive result but the main question is 
to be decided in a few days' time in London. If an agreement 
is come to with England it is not likely that Austria alone 
will decide to declare war on us and should she do so now we 
may suppose that Turkey will be on our side rather, seeing 
that Austria makes no disguise of her desire to occupy Boznia 
and Herzegovina permanently." * 

The dangerous nature of the Russian miUtary position 
in Turkey in 1878 was pointed out on 31st May by the 
St. Petersburg correspondent of the Times (Sir Donald 
Mackenzie Wallace), who declared that the risk to the 
army in the event of a renewal of the wax was beginnmg 
to be understood even in non-mihtary circles. Obviously, 
if Austria struck by land and England sent her fleet 
into the Black Sea, the retreat of the Russian army might 
well be impossible. To resume Schouv&loS's narrative : 

''The chief difficulty was that England according to the 
protocol of 30th April wanted the whole Treaty of San 
Stefano to be made subject to discussion, to which Russia 
strongly objected. 

" I went back to London, seeing Bismarck on the way, and 
arranged matters. In London I received a tel^pram appointing 

^ Op, cU. vol. vi. p. 295. Lord Salisbury was fnrioiis at what ho 
believed to be Schonv^loff's treachery, and threatened to redgn. 
Schouv41off resented the accusation indignantly, demanding an 
investigation. It turned ont that BCarvin, a clever young journalist 
who had acquired the Stokes method of memorizing, being engaged 
as extra clerk at the Foreign Office at 8d. per hour, haid been entrusted 
with the predous agreement to copy, and had, as he said, Stokes'd it. 
He was charged with theft but acquitted ; in a material sense he had 
stolen nothing. He afterwards worked for the NswcastU Chronicle, 
and made a name for himself by his books on Central Asia. He died 
3roung. I have always thought that he erred through vanity rather 
than through any meaner impulse. 

* See RussM Bibliographkhsski Shodr. Alexander II., pp. 843-4. 
B.R. 3 A 



370 RUSSU IN THE 'EIGHTIES ' 

me first plenipotentiary for Russia. But I refused acceptance 
save on condition of coming, first, to St. Petersburg, li only 
for twenty-four hours, to receive verbal instructions. I went 
there and suggested Milidtine as first plenipotentiary — ^in 
vain. The Emperor said : ' The War Minister is necessary 
to me here. I cannot do without him.' G)ming back through 
Berlin I called, of course, again on Bismarck, who said he 
would now have the opportunity of proving his friendship 
not by words but by deeds. Whilst I was with him a messenger 
brought in a telegram which he opened and read with evident 
astonishment and disgust. It was from von Schweinitz, 
German Ambassador in St. Petersburg, to the effect that the 
Emperor had paid a visit to Gortchak6fi ; the old fellow had 
claimed his right to represent Russia, and ' tnalkeureusemefU 
VEmpereuf a iU asset foible pour consentir . . .' Bismarck 
was greatly annoyed and said : ' I retract all I said about 
helping you '." * 

Bismarck's bitter resentment against Gortchak6fE arose, 
according to his own statement, from the latter's conduct 
at Berlin in 1875, when, " aided by Decazes he wanted 
to play at my expense the rdle of saviour of France, 
to represent me as the enemy of European peace and to 
procure for himself a triumphant quos ego, to arrest by 
a word and shatter my dark designs." * 



«< 



At the G)ngress," Schouv&loff continued, " Gortchak6ff 
showed gross stupidity. When the Batoum question was 
reached he said to me : 'I hope you have had sufficient 
liberty of action so far : this afiEair I reserve for myself.' He 

^ In fhe Souoenirs inidUs as quoted by Hanotaux this nins : " Tout 
est chang6 . . . nous resterons pexBonneUeiiieiit amis pendant le ccakgr€s, 
mais je ne permettrai pas an prince Gortschakofi de monter une 
seoonde fois snr mes ^paules ponr s'en faire un pMdestal." Rnnte tUs 
D$ux Mondes, Sept. 1908. 

* Encyclopaedia BHtannUa, article " Europe." But, as a recent 
author points out, the antipathy between the two statesmen began 
a good deal earlier than 1875, at Frankfort, where " Gortckakoff traita 
Bismarck avec une bi&nveiUance sans homes nuU$ d'une condescendance 
hatUaine ^ue Vauire ne patdonna jamais," Bismofrck et son temps, 
P. Matter, Paris, 19 12, vol. i. p. 461. Gortchak6ff was Russian 
Ambassador to the North German Bund in Frankfort from 1 851 to 
Z854. Bismarck represented Prussia on the Bund from 1851 to 1859. 
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resented all interference, but time went on and nothing was 
done. Bismarck became impatient, even brutal. ' I'm not 
going to ruin my health waiting for a settlement of the Bul- 
garian question : to-morrow is the last day of the G)ngress. 
The day after, I leave for Kissingen I ' Now the basis of 
the Congress was to be unanimity. That evening Grortchak6fi 
told me, with an air of vast importance — ' The Batoum affair 
is settled. I have arranged everything with Bratiano,' the 
Roumanian I 

" ' But, mon prince . . .' ' Not one word, I beg I It is 
all settled ; Bratiano and I have arranged it between us.' 

" I went to Oubril to know what on earth it all meant : 
he said, ' He must mean Beaconsfield, who was with him this 
morning — ^both names begin with B. I ' 

" Next day Bismarck opened the Congress. On the agenda 
of the day the first question was Batoum. Gortchak6ff rose 
and spreading out a map with three coloured lines on it — 
red, green and yellow — said : ' I'm glad to say that all is 
settled between Lord Beaconsfield and myself.' Pointing to 
the outside (southern) line of the three he said : ' This is 
ceded to us.' ' No, no,' said Beaconsfield, ' not that but 
this,' pointing to the northern line on an identical map. 
Indignation of Gortchak6ff I ' Je croyais qu*un lord Anglais 
n' avail qu'une parole.' ' Wee, wee — oon parole — ceci* said Lord 
Beaconsfield, pointing with his finger to the map. 

" I must mention that Gortchak6ff, on seeing Beaconsfield's 
map, came over to me and whispered or rather hissed 
' trahison I they have our secret map I ' I asked Lord Salis- 
bury ' What map is that ? ' Salisbury : ' Why, the map 
Prince Gortchak6fi sent us yesterday I ' In fact, he had got 
them from Oubril in duplicate and had sent one set to Beacons- 
field I Bismarck now became impatient, reminding us that 
we had to go to the gala performance at the theatre. Finally, 
he proposed that the matter be left to the three second pleni- 
potentiaries, Salisbury, Hohenlohe and myself. Salisbury 
began to protest. Bismarck, looking round : ' I think the 
majority of the Congress agrees to my proposal? Yes, I 
thought so.' With that, we three were left to settle it. Salis- 
bury, of course, demanded the northern line, I the southern ; 
Hohenlohe said : ' Very well, I say the middle.' I at once 
agreed and the thing was done. Thus through Gortchak6ff's 
stupidity Russia really gained what would otherwise never 
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I got two foxes and two hares ; and in Volkod&v one fox. 
The day's bag was one wolf, nine foxes, six hares, three 
partridges, one woodcock, and a hen-harrier. 

We lost our way for a time, coming back. One wonders 
it can ever be found at night. The Chertk6fEs, the Schranuns 
and the black-and-tan pack are each of the third generation 
on this estate. There is a place called Chertk6vo and another 
called Schr&movo in this district. 

13/A October. Breakfast. I late as usual! The conver- 
sation turned on P61ovtsefiE. Schouv&lofE said : " He plays 
carefully though generously. I remember that he once went 
to Paris, prepared to lose 150,000 francs or so at the Jockey 
Club. A Russian miUionaire is expected to be open-lumded. 
It happened, however, that he won 100,000 francs, from a 
man considered in Paris quite a gentleman ; indeed the 
Jockey Qub is very exclusive. But this particular ' gentle- 
man ' came, privately, to P61ovtsefi and asked for the name 
of his bankers, sa3dng that not having the money at hand he 
would pay it them in a few days. 

"The money never came, nor any note of apology or 
explanation. Next year P61ovtsefi, on returning to Paris, 
mentioned the fact and it got to the ears of his debtor, vrbo 
immediately challenged him to a dud for insulting him I 

'* P61ovtsefi had to accept the challenge and everything 
was arranged ; but the French seconds agreed that, tiiougfa 
he owed satisfaction for the ' insult,' the duel could not take 
place until the money was paid. It never was paid and 
P61ovtsefE said afterwards, ' I was only afraid that it would 
be I ' The man was a scamp {podUis) no doubt ; du teste 
like so many Frenchmen nowadays." Sckwannebach : " Are 
there no decent Frenchmen left of the old families ? " Schou- 
v&lofE : " Some, but very few. Take the Floquet case. That 
was the cause of Katk6fi's and Bogdan6vich's disgrace. 
Laboulaye too. He won't soon forgive me for what I said 
on being introduced to him I It was at the Moriers. I was 
told the new French Ambassador was there, and, of course, 
it was my duty to be presented. He began, ' Monsieur le 
Comte I am most happy to make your acquaintance. I have 
been sent here pour reserrer les liens between Rusria and France 
and have good reason to believe that my efforts will not be 
wanting in success. The friendship between the two countries 
is, indeed, already closer.' Something or other, I forget what. 
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had in fact taken place to give some colour to this claim. 

I replied : ' It won't be for long ! ' ' How ? not for long ? ' 

' Well, until you change the personnd of your Government 

^ you cannot expect Russia to feel any real confidence in your 

'^ professions. Why, you were within an ace of making Floquet 

^ Prime Minister I You really cannot suppose that our Emperor 

^ will feel particularly well-disposed towards a Government, 

headed by a man who insulted his father 1 ' Labautaye : 

"^ ' True, but that danger is past and I myself contributed to 

i prevent it.' " > 

t Schouv&lofi continuing said : " Mohrenheim ^ had of course 

t spoken plainly on the subject. He had not even to ask 

instructions from St. Petersburg. It was understood that 

if Floquet became Prime Minister or Foreign Minister, he, 

Mohrenheim, was to go on leave. One day, however. Bog* 

dan6vich came to Laboulaye and told him that KatkdfiE 

authorised him to say that Floquet's nomination would be 

very popular in Russia, where his escapade was long forgiven. 

Laboulaye telegraphed home accordingly, whereupon Gr6vy 

asked Mohrenheim how it was that he spoke so decidedly in 

one sense while Laboulaye telegraphed diametrically the 

opposite? Mohrenheim telegraphed to St. Petersburg, and 

the result was the disgrace {niemUost) of Katk6fi and Bog- 

dan6vich.* The latter used to travel as the official represen* 

tative of Katk6fi, and he would visit my brother in Berlin on 

the strength of having served with him at some time or other 

in the same r^iiment or brigade. Amongst other things he 

presented to the Emperor William something he had written 

about the Guards and asked my brother to get him a Prussian.. . 

order. 

" Paul was a bit weak in character and, though not liking 
the job, spoke to Bismarck about it, and the order would 
have been given had not I prevented it. Eventually Paul 
put him ofi sas^ng that in Prussia orders were very highly 
valued and not easily given, etc. Later, after his disgrace, 
Bogdandvich wrote to my brother saying : ' I hear with 
astonishment that you are the author of all the trouble and 
misfortunes that have lately befallen me ' and so on. Paul 
consulted um: 'What shall I say to the fellow? He'll 
publish the correspondence in the papers of course and T don't 

^ Then Russian ambassador in Paris. 
' * This was early in 1887. 
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want to be mixed up in it T ' Write what I tell you and you 
may be sure that he won't publish it.' The answer ran as 
follows : ' Much esteemed General Bogdan6vich. I learn 
with astonishment that you attribute to me the troubles that 
have befallen you and the disfavour you have incurred. 
Seeing that I am Ambassador in Berlin and not in Paris, 
whither your missions were directed, your proceedings did 
not fall within my sphere of influence or activity. Indeed, 
there was only one occasion upon v4iich I had anything to 
report concerning you and that was when you solicited, through 
me, a Prussian order '." 

Schwannebach, now, told the story of Mohrenheim when 
young» at the Foreign Office. Gortchak6ff ^ had written his 
famous despatch after the Crimean War in ^diich occurred 
the celebrated phrase La Russie ne boude pas ; elle se recueille I 
He was fond of reading out his writings to an appreciative 
audience; and Mohreanheim being at hand he read this 
circular to him. Mohrenheim : " Excellent, bravo ! it could 
not be better I etc. Yet if I might be allowed to make a mere 
suggestion. . . . Quant d la phrase La Russie, etc., vous 
conciderex, mon Prince, qu'elle n'a pas de sens commun ?" ^ 

Schouvdloff: "Gortchak6fi was great at phrases. His 
political career passed under my eyes and I most decidedly 
deny him the possession of political genius, or even talent. 
Take for instance the celebrated despatch to the powers in 
1863 which certainly figures as the biggest leaf in his laurel* 
crown. He wrote quite another, in most conciliatory tones 
and brought it to the Emperor for approval. Alexander the 
Second on this occasion displayed much spirit and firmness. 
Rejecting the draft he ordered him to re-write it in the sense 
of the despatch eventually sent out. Gortchak6£E begged the 
Emperor not to send it, assuring him that it would lead to 
war ; and only when the Emperor insisted did he go and write 
a new draft. When ready he again implored the Emperor ' 
not to send it, but his Majesty stood firm. The despatdi, of 
course, was a great success. Later on we were at Gatchina — 
the Emperor, Gortchak6fi, Adlerberg and I — ^perhaps one 
or two more — ^and every evening we played cards. Tele- 
grams kept coming in from all parts of Russia couched in 

1 Prince Alexander Mikhailovich, b. 1798, d. 1883. 

* Baron Mohrenheim was afterwards ambassador in London and 
Paris. 
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magniloquent language-— all addressed to Gortchak6ff, not 
one to the Emperor I ' You have saved the honour of 
Russia, etc., etc' The Emperor used to chafi Gortchak6fE 
unmercifully about them, making him read them out, when 
he would wink at us who knew the truth. 

" Here is another proof. When England agreed to the 
Berlin Congress, in principle, but demanded, as a preliminary, 
an agreement as to what would and what would not be liable 
to discussion, Gortchak6ff telegraphed to me ' Notre programme 
est liberU d'appriciaiion et d* action pour ious/ When I showed 
this to Lord Derby he said (here Schouv&lofi imitated Lord 
Derby's English accent) Mon cher comte, qu'est-^e^que cela 
veui dire ? Esf^e que le traiU de San Stefano sera mis sur 
la table pour que nous le discutions, point by point, you know, 
oui ou nan ? I had to telegraph again to Gortchkk6fi for a 
more definite answer. He replied : Notre programme, etc., 
etc., adding et I'Empereur vous ordonne de vous y tenir. The 
result was that England at once refused to take part in the 
Congress, which was only arranged, afterwards, through my 
good offices, by Bismarck.^ 

" In his old age Gortchak6ff became somewhat lax in his 
conduct towards women and at Nice one evening a gendarme 
remonstrated with him. He made an indignant protest 
sa3dng that he was Prince Gortchakofi, Chancellor of the 
Russian Empire. ' Tant pis,' said the gendarme, ' tant pis 
pour la Russie. Filez mon vieux, files done / ' I had this 
from the Emperor himself." 

i8th October. We had come, meantime, to Nicolaievka, a 
small estate of Schouv&lofi's own, without house. We now 
drove to Skororib, 20 versts, in dense fog. For the 
wolf-ring I was to have the worst number as Dietz and 
Schwannebach had so far had no chance at a wolf. 
However, it happened, perversely, that after the beaters 
had been yelling for a good quarter of an hour and I had 
quite given up hope of wolves a huge fellow came running 
out straight to me. I had so often been punished in this 
forest shooting for impatience that I let him come on, to get 
a certain shot. Unluckily he stopped just behind a tree — 
a wild peartree with a tangle of brushwood about its stem. 
I waited a bit, then cautiously raised my gun. Alas I he 
saw it and was ofE hot-haste, back into the thick. I fired and 

^ Cf . Lif$ of Benjamin DisrtM, etc., vol. vi. p. 259. 
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hit him, as proved by the blood in his tracks, but not enough 
to stop him. He eventually broke through into the open, 
out of shot from any of the guns, and was hterally ridden down 
by the huntsmen, Boris and Athanasii, seven versts away in 
the middle of a village. One dog only had stuck to him all 
the way. Without my pellets in his hind-quarters he would 
certainly never have been taken in this way, for he was an 
exceptionally large and strong beast. But I was not proud 
of my performance 1 

One evening — I forget the date — I made a very notable 
" bag," a woodcock, a hare and a man, with two barrels — right 
and left. 

It was Schouv&loff who was hit but it was entirely his own 
fault, as, with his usual kindliness and sense of justice, he 
was the first to admit. 

The oaks were now all russet, the aspens and other de- 
ciduous trees a glory of red and yellow. Schouv&loff was very 
proud of a new shooting suit, especially made for this trip, 
as a result of his last year's experience, of a warm brown- 
yellow tone, difficult indeed to see against the leaves at amy 
distance, even in broad daylight. We had driven the last 
ring, a circular wooded hollow. The sun was setting and we 
were about to start for home, when Schouv&lofi, alwa3rs the 
keenest, decided to draw the same wood once more na avos 
(on chance) I In the gathering dusk we took our places again, 
I having the end number on the right. The dogs were sent 
in and, presently, out flew a woodcock. I threw up my gun 
and brought it down neatly. At the same moment a hare 
rushed out — ^both these on my right. I bowled over the hare, 
the two shots following almost instantaneously, and was 
horrified to hear Schouvdlofi shouting, *' Oh I Oh I " I ran 
to him and soon found that he had a pellet or two through the 
skin above one knee, a few more stuck in his clothes higher 
up. Luckily I had had No. i shot in my right barrel with 
which I killed the woodcock. No. 6 only in the left, with which 
I killed the hare and wounded my friend. It appeared that 
without any warning he had wandered round from his place 
on the extreme left, and, without realising it, had come within 
range of me on the other side of the wood. Happily no harm 
was done. 

Our total bag on this trip was twelve wolves, sixty-six foxes, 
and a great number of hares, partridges and woodcock. Of 
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the latter a very beautiful specimen, pure white all over, was 
shot in the garden at Lisinovka. At my suggestion it was 
stuffed together with a cock in ordinary plumage, the two 
in one glass-case.^ 

I returned to St. Petersburg on the 22nd October, and 
dined that night with Dumba, Arthur Hardinge and Harford. 

^ I cannot refrain from calling attention to the very remarkable and 
beautiful collection of albino birda formed by the late John Marshall, 
Esq., and now in the Castle Museum at Taunton. 



CHAPTER XVII 

RuBsia and the Central Powera — La Rus$i0 baude — Scandalous 
France — ^Prussia and Germany — ^Responsibility of Alexander 
II. — ^Taar meets Kaizer — ^Ilie forged documents — ^Their 
meaning — Sadi Camot — ^A sensational article— Recrimina- 
tions — " C'est une insolence I " — Panic in Vienna — ^Lord 
Randolph Churchill — ^A change in English policy — ^Prince 
Ferdinand's fun — ^The hated EngUtnderin — ^A diplomatist at 
fault — ^David Garrick — ^De Breteuil's failure— Kaiser Wilhdm 
dies— The Battenberg marriage— The Empress Victoria — 
The Emperor Frederick's illness. Death of the Emperor 
Frederick — ^A friendly warning — ^An ungrateful editor— Sir 
Robert's foot — ^An Imperial visitor. 

About the beginning of November, i88^. Count Kalnoky 
made a very violent speech against Russia in the Del^a- 
tions, and this speech was said to have been inspired by 
Bismarck. The Tsar was in Denmark ; a projected meet- 
ing with the Emperor William at Stettin had been 
abandoned ; and it was felt that, whether he returned by 
sea or by land, if no meeting took place the only possible 
inference would be that relations between the two coun- 
tries were strained nearly to breaking point. Every effort 
was made in Russia, France and Germany itself by those 
who for various reasons wished war, to prevent the 
meeting, even to the extent of handing the Tsar at Fredens- 
borg a whole series of forged documents, of which more 
presently. Nevertheless, the Tsar decided, finally, to 
rettun through Berlin, and this was rightly interpreted 
as indicating that the meeting would take place. 

Russia's attitude at this time was cleverly and accu- 
rately described by a reversal of Prince Gortchak6ff's 

380 
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celebrated phrase. It was now La Russie boude f9tais ne se 
recueiUc pas, and when such a Power as Russia sulked 
further provocation might well be deemed dangerous, so 
that Count Kalnoky must have felt sure indeed of his 
allies when instead of building a bridge for a Russian 
retreat, as circumstances seemed to demand, h^ deliber- 
ately cut off all such possibility by words that could only 
be construed as a wanton challenge. The result was that 
from simple suUdness Russia passed at a bound to com- 
plete exasperation. 

To what extent Prince Bismarck was responsible is 
not at all clear, but Germany chose this moment to 
conunence an attack on Russian credit, which in the 
able hands of M. Vishnegradsky was at last showing signs 
of revival abroad. It was telegraphed from Berlin on 
the loth that the Imperial Bank of Germany had issued 
orders to its leading branches that no more money was 
to be advanced on Russian stocks. This, naturally, gave 
great offence in Russia, and was made use of on all sides 
to fan the flames. 

Europe at this time was simply seething with intrigue, 
and not only the press and the public but diplomatists, 
statesmen, even monarchs were amazed, bewildered, by 
the chaos of contradictory statements and appearances 
with which they were assailed and surrounded on every 
side. The peaceful policy of Alexander III., faithfully 
carried out by his chosen minister for Foreign Affairs, M. de 
Giers, was energetically, bitterly and all but successfully 
countered by the efforts of the Slavophil party, work- 
ing above and below ground. In the same way Prince 
Bismarck's pohcy was not merely intrigued against, but 
openly opposed by his enemies at home. Nor in this 
matter were either the Tsar or Prince Bismarck them- 
selves consistent ; the former gave way once and again 
to the pressure of the Slavophils, coinciding, it may be, 
with his own inmost inclinations, to the confusion and 
dismay of his ministers : Prince Bismarck, striving at 
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one and the same time to keep the peace with Russia, 
satisfy Austria-Hungary, and maintain the isolation of 
France, pending the moment when it would be possible 
to crush her, took steps that roused once more, and, 
finally, the Tsar's distrust and, eventually, led to that 
Franco-Russian alliance which of itself spelt defeat for 
his (Bismarck's) poUcy. 

And all this, it cannot be too emphatically repeated, 
was conditioned largely, if not mainly, by tiie state of 
things obtaining in France, where internal dissensions 
were approaching thdr zenith with the Gr^vy-Wilson 
scandals, and the Botdangist fever ; while, to complete 
the understanding of the international situation in Europe 
at this time, it is at least advisable to bear in mind the 
distinction, clearly pointed out by a French writer,^ 
between the policy of Prussia and the policy of Germany. 
Prussia, as personified in King William I. and Prince 
Bismarck, desired, quite sincerely, the maintenance of 
the secular friendship with Russia, based upon the 
partition of Poland and cemented by the close family 
coimections of the two dyna^es. Germany's policy 
aimed at the extension of German interests, of the German 
race and its KuUur, towards the East, in a word it im- 
plied the Drang nach Osten, These two policies might 
run together ; they often did. On the other hand, they 
might conflict, or rather they were bound eventually 
to do so. And the point is this, that, as our author puts 
it, Prussia in spite of the personal alliance of the two Courts 
would at any time make war upon Russia the moment 
Germany* s interests were at stake. In other words, Prussia's 
friendship for Russia was sincere, but subordinate at any 
time to the higher consideration of Germany's world- 
policy. From this point of view we can see that while 
the Russian aUiance was desirable to Prussia, the Austrian 
alliance was a necessity to Germany ; and if one of the 
two had to go by the board it could only be the former. 

1 A. D' Avril NegociaUons rOaUvs au Trmti ds B&rUn, Pttris. i8S6. 



RUSSIA IN THE 'EIGHTIES' 388 

Prince Bismarck's task, it will be seen, was no light 
one ; but the difficulties were not insuperable so long 
as England remained hostile to Russia, while internal 
dissensions kept France weak and this weakness and the 
ultra-radical elements in her government made auto- 
cratic Russia eye her askance. 

It was easy enough later, when things had taken their 
natural course, when France had long set her house in 
order, when the Franco-Russian alliance had been 
cemented with blood, and the struggle between Slav and 
Teuton, seen to be inevitable by Sk6belefi, and not by 
him only, was being fought out, to condemn those 
Russian statesmen who in the " eighties " held to the poUcy 
of peace with Germany and believed in the sincerity 
of Bismarck's corresponding desire for peace with Russia. 
But those who know the internal condition of France 
at that period, who remember that she had forced Italy 
to join the Central Powers, who consider the hostile 
attitude of England and of Austria, and who admit that 
Prince Bismarck's poUcy though dual was not necessarily 
double, may well ask whether any other attitude was. 
reasonable. Chauvinist Russians have vaunted Alex- 
ander III. to the skies, and put all the blame for what 
was not to their liking on his minister, ^e Giers ; but 
anything more illogical and unfair it is difficult to con- 
ceive. Alexander III. was in the fullest sense of the word 
an autocrat ; he had always at hand, often enough at 
his very ear, Ignitiefi, Pobyedon6stsefi, Dmitri Tolst6y, 
Katk6fi himself. He was a slow mover; he took his 
decisions in every case with a full knowledge of these 
men's opinions; and, this being so, if he deliberately 
ratified the three Emperors' treaty at Skiemievice in 
1884, if he renewed it and concluded the reinsurance 
Treaty in 1887 — the praise or blame, the merit or demerit, 
is his. France being what she then was and the attitude 
of the other great European Powers such as we have 
seen, the probabilities are that in this matter the Tsar 
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did the best in his power for the interests of Russia. In 
any case it was he who did it, and the attempt — not by 
him personally — ^to shift the burden of responsibility on 
to the minister he chose, and maintained in office to the 
day of his death, is one that history will pronounce both 
mean and futile. 

As to Bulgaria, no one outside Russia could fail to con- 
denm the latter's subsequent treatment of the people 
she so nobly emancipated in 1879 ; but, again, this 
treatment was not merely the policy — right or wrong — 
of Alexander III., but the direct outcome of his private 
and personal prejudices. These prejudices one can well 
understand, and, as usual, to understand is to some 
extent to condone. To him, the provocation must, natur- 
ally, have seemed great — but, again, the burden of respon- 
sibility is on him. 

The Imperial meeting took place in Berlin on the i8th 
November. Friendly relations between the two monarchs 
were reaffirmed ; those who had set their hopes on an 
open breach were bitterly disappointed and raged accord- 
ingly. The Tsar, said they, had gone to Canossa ; Bis- 
marck had once more triumphed, and so on ; yet, with 
curious inconsistency, the very same organs of the press 
pretended to beUeve that the visit had in reality put a 
final end to the good understanding between Germany 
and Russia. As a matter of fact, Russo-German relations 
merely resumed their normaUy friendly condition, which 
had, in reality, been but slightly affected by the events of 
the last few months. On the other hand, the pditical 
scandals in Paris had for a time utterly ruined any slight 
chance there might have been of the rapprochement be- 
tween Russia and France so ardently wished for by the 
Panslavist agitators. 

In Berlin the Tsar not only met his august relative 
the Emperor William I., but received in prolonged 
audience Prince Bismarck, who now learned from Alex- 
ander III.'s own lips of the documents which had been 
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handed to him in Denmark and which, if authentic, 
proved absolutely the dupUcity and hostility of the Chan- 
cellor towards him. Prince Bismarck indignantly re- 
pudiated the charge, and procured the promise that the 
documents themselves should be communicated to him. 
On the 23rd the Kolnische Zeitung published the following 
statement : 

" We hear from an absolutely trustworthy source that a 
whole series of letters and telegrams concerning Prince 
Bismarck's attitude on the Bulgarian question had been laid 
before the Tsar which were forged from beginning to end ; 
if they had been genuine they would indeed have given the 
Tsar every reason to be angry, to distrust Prince Bismarck's 
policy and to be excited against it. The original source of 
these forgeries was soon discovered. It is sufficient for the 
present to state that it is an Orleanist one. ... In the course 
of the interview, however, it further came to light that a small 
but influential Party {i.e. the Jesuit or Roman party), moving 
in Berlin Court circles, have co-operated in awakening in the 
Tsar the erroneous belief that the Chancellor is not in complete 
harmony with the Emperor William in his foreign policy." 

Prince Bismarck's revelations went just far enough 
to excite curiosity about the documents in question 
without in any degree satisfying it. No one in St. Peters- 
burg seemed able to make the slightest contribution 
towards a solution of the puzzle ; but all save a few agreed 
in thinking that it was a case of no smoke without fire, 
that if, even, the documents themselves were forgeries 
the accusations they involved against the German 
Chancellor were not unfounded, that in very truth 
Bismarck was pla}dng Russia false. 

Early in December, however, the German Imperial 
Chancery received from St. Petersburg the whole dossier 
concerning the forged dociunents, some of which had 
reached the Russian Foreign Office through the ordinary 
official channels, while others, of a most confidential 
character, had been laid before the Tsar himself at Copen- 
hagen by a relative whose co-operation in the matter 

B.R. 2B 
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sufficed to explain the virulence of the attacks directed 
in connection with this incident against the House of 
Orleans by Prince Bismarck's organs in the German 
press.^ The object of the intrigue was to drive the Tsar 
into more active hostility against Germany and to win 
back his goodwill towards Prince Ferdinand by furnishing 
in support of the latter's personal protestations of devotion 
definite proof of his unwillingness to act against the in- 
terests of Russia, notwithstanding the discoiuraging 
reception of his first declarations at St. Petersbmg and 
in spite of direct overtures to him from Berlin. 

The forgeries were, on the whole, fairly clumsy, and it 
gave Prince Bismarck no great pains to establish their 
character as such. In any case, Russo-German relations 
resumed their normal friendliness, and it is a fact that 
the authors of this extraordinary machination — ^very 
much against their purpose — contributed materially to 
the maintenance of European peace. 

On 5th December M. Sadi Camot was elected President 
of the French Republic, and France, which had been 
verging upon absolute ruin, entered upon a period of 
comparatively honest government. In fact, though the 
Boulangist trouble only reached its zenith in 1889, the 
revival of France may be dated from then. 

It seemed that we might hope to dose this troubled 
year, 1887, in peace and quietness, but again the " strange 
beast " clambered up on to the ice. A sensational article 
appeared in the Invalide Russe, in the form of an official 
communique. I missed it in the morning, there being as 
usual no heading ; the Invalide, too, being a paper that 
on 360 days in the year had, for me at least, nothing 
of the slightest interest in it. Yet it was never safe to 
neglect it. In the afternoon, before going to see Sir 
Robert, I glanced at the paper again, and luckily noticed 

^ The relative in question waa the wife of Prince Waldemar of Den- 
mark, bom Princess Marie of Orleans. 
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the article. I went to him and found that he had not 
heard of it, though he knew from de Giers that a com- 
muniqui of some sort was coming. De Giers himself had 
suggested to the Emperor that something uspokayitdnoe 
(quieting) should be published about the rumours and 
statements in the German and Austrian press as to the 
movements of Russian troops. I learned later that when 
the article was shown to him in MS. he lifted up his hands 
in dismay, and begged the Emperor not to allow publica- 
tion, urging the bad effect that would ensue. " On the 
contrary," said his Majesty, " it will have a very good 
effect indeed ! Why it was you who asked for it ! " 

In form the article, which created a sensation in 
Russia, consternation abroad, as it was obviously meant 
to do, was an answer to the incriminations of the 
German and Austrian press with regard to the concen- 
tration of troops on the Russian western frontier, and it 
was the first instance in my experience of the official 
military organ entering into a controversy with its 
foreign contemporaries. 

In Governmental circles it was explained that the 
intention was to efface the ^ bad impression created by 
the alarmist articles of the BerUn and Vienna papers 
by showing how much less Russia had done than her 
neighbours. After enumerating Germany's preparations 
for a possible war with Russia, and noting that they were 
all, even the fortification of Graudenz, of an offensive, 
not defensive nature, the Invalide told us that Austria, 
in spite of financial poverty, had» like her mightier 
neighbour, done her best to carry out the programme 
dictated to her, not only as to the increase of her military 
forces, but also as to their speedier mobilisation and con- 
centration. Her troops in Galida had been increased by 
the advance of eighteen squadrons of cavalry and thirteen 
batteries of artillery from the inner districts, all these, 
as well as those aheady in Galicia, being horsed for a full 
number of guns and ammunition waggons. Still greater 
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stress was laid on the feverish activity in the construc- 
tion of railways through the Carpathians, and especially 
of the net-work of lines, having, Uke that of Germany, 
a purely aggressive significance, to the extent since 1878 
of four thousand five hundred kilometres, there being 
at this time six independent lines ready to pour masses 
of Austrian troops into Galicia, and nine central stations 
near the Russian frontier for their disentrainment. 
Numerous barracks had already been built, and depots 
of provisions to the extent of a miUion rations were being 
prepared, to say nothing of the forts, of which one actually 
commanded Russian territory, and contained a con- 
siderable number of railway waggons fitted to move on 
the Russian (5-foot) lines. Russia, on the other hand, 
had reduced her army between 1882 and 1883 by nearly one 
hundred thousand men, since which time it had only 
been increased by twenty-five thousand, whereas her 
neighbour's army had been increased by seventy-five 
thousand. In the matter of railwa3rs Austria and Germany 
together had constructed in the previous ten years nine 
thousand three himdred kilometres. Moreover, all the 
Russian lines were confined to the defensive triangle 
of St. Petersburg, Warsaw, and Odessa, whereas Austria 
and Germany had gone right up to the frontier, obviously 
to facilitate the concentration of troops. Thus Ru^a 
was threatened with a rapid invasion by both countries 
at once. 

The best counter measure, it was argued, would be an 
increase of railways ; but this would require both time 
and money. Nothing was left, therefore, but to increase 
the number of troops in the frontier Province, in order 
not to be taken imprepared. According to the article : 
" The increased miUtary preparations of our neighbours 
last year compelled us to devise corresponding measures, 
which will be carried out by degrees." 

From the Embassy I went to Schouviloff , who said : 
V " War between Russia and Germany is simply out of 
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the question. What for ? There is no sense in it. Kudd 
je nam v vainii ? (Why should we go to war ?) Of course 
it is possible that Ferdinand may be turned out, and the^ 
results of such a revolution might lead to our interven- 
tion ; but I do not believe that even then we should do 
anything serious." 

I dined that night at Hohenlohe's (of the Austrian 
Embassy). Dumba told the story of three Austrian 
soldiers — German, Hungarian and Czech. The German 
spoke in admiration of a very handsome piece of plate 
they had seen. The Himgarian regretted there had been 
no opportunity of appropriating it, whereupon the 
Czech brought it out of his pocket 1 

Law added : " Formerly it was said that the Austrian 
nationaUties were arrayed for battle in sections — one 
behind the other, each section to fire at the one in front, 
if it showed signs of wavering I " 

My Austrian friends, I foimd, believed, or pretended 
to believe, that if they were attacked Germany would 
at once join them and throw 180,000 men into Poland. 
When Herbert Bismarck heard of the Invalide article 
he exclaimed : " C'est une insolence I " 

There was a panic on the Vienna bourse and much 
perturbation throughout Europe; but, as usual, Schou- 
v41off was right — the alarm speedily died down, peace 
remained unbroken. 

At the beginning of the new year (1888) Lord Randolph 
Churchill was, with his wife, in St. Petersburg on a 
visit, of which, possibly, the importance has yet to be 
acknowledged. Sir Robert Morier was very greatly dis- 
turbed. According to Schouv&lofE his feelings towards 
Lord Randolph were the reverse of friendly and he feared 
that the latter meant to get him replaced at the Russian 
Court by Lord Vivian. In speaking to de Giers he had 
— always according to Schouv41oflE — made use of un- 
complimentary expressions concerning both Lord and 
Lady R.C., such as were not of a nature to ensure them 
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a very friendly reception at the Russian Foreign Office. 
The Russian press talked a lot of nonsense, but Lord 
Randolph bore himself both discreetly and well. The 
following extracts from my note-books refer to a very 
important change in EngUsh opinion, which this visit 
may have helped to confirm. 

January I3^A. (Russian New Year's Day.) The Churchills 
were present with de Breteuil at the New Year's reception, 
but up in a gallery. Lord Randolph was elected honorary 
member of the Yacht Club, and has dined there more than 
once. He does so to-night ; but he was near being black- 
balled on account of being brought forward by P61ovtsefi, who 
is far from popular there. However, the favourable reception 
at Court settled the matter. I believe they had introductions 
from the Princess of Wales to the Empress. When they went 
to Gatchina, the first time, the Official Messenger next day 
stated merely that they had been presented to the Empress, 
and only the following dav added — ^to the Emperor. The 
omission, it is said, was made on purpose.^ 

January i$tk. Yesterday I saw both Peter and Paul. 
Peter said that Randolph ChurchiU was going about sajdng 
that England would never intervene against Russia in a 
quarrel between her and Austro-Germany ; that a great 
change had come about in public opinion, and the majority 
would no longer allow it. There is a rumour that Lord 
Salisbury has signed a document by which he adheres to the 
League of Peace {i.e. the Austro-German alliance). Lord 
Randolph declares that, if so, he will go back to England and 
make such a row in Parliament as never was heard, etc' 

To-day, lunching at Dumba's, Hardinge said he knew Lord 
Randolph well and the latter had spoken with him very 
frankly, nor could he suppose that he had told anything but 

^ Yet, as we know. Lord Randolph had a long and very frank con- 
versation with the Tsar on this occasion. 

* There is nothing of this in Mr. Winston Churchill's Life of his 
father ; but on the return journey Lord Randolph lunched with Herbert 
Bismarck and writes : 

" I have not a doubt that the ChanoeUor kept away purposely. He 
is a gfincheux old creature and knows quite weU that I will use all my 
influence, as I have done, to prevent Lord Salisbury from being towed 
in his wake." 

The italics are mine. See further p. 395. 
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the truth. He seemed to have been very discreet here, but 
Hardinge admitted that he was, now, very much against 
intervention, having quite changed his opinion since the time 
of Kaulbars' mission, when he was for sending the British 
fleet to the Black Sea. Ferdinand told Prince Giovanni 
Borghese that his position was certainly a very bad one, 
" tnais il y a qudque chose d'agriabh h tire une puce qui 
chaUmiUe quelqu'un oi^ il ne peut pas se graUer / ", which gives 
one a favourable idea of Ferdinand's sense of humour. Eng- 
land had supported Battenberg more strongly than anyone 
and it was Austria's fault that he had not been maintained. 
Burian, the Austro-Hungarian agent, went to meet him, on 
his return after being kidnapped, in mufti. 

At the New Yealfc reception the Emperor gave no 
peaceful assurances, either to Wolkenstein or to Schweinitz 
— naturally, for that would have been to admit that the 
fear of Russian aggression was not without foimdation. 
But being hard up, doubtless, for a subject of conversation, 
he went so far as to congratulate the latter on getting 
the Black Eagle. 

The Russian New Year decorations went to Tim^heff 
(the St. Andrew), Pobyedon6stseff, Dmitri Tolst6y, etc., 
all Slavophils. Schouvilofi said of this : " As the way 
to get decorated is to do nothing I ought to have a fair 
chance 1 " He had been in Berlin, returning on the 
2nd January, and said : " I had a conversation with the 
Emperor WiUiam, who asked why the Invalide article 
stated that he was making a fortified place of Graudenz, 
whereas, on the contrary, he had withdrawn whatever 
was there before ? There was no answer possible. Prince 
Bismarck being away, I dined and spent the night till 
3 a.m. with Count Herbert, who asked, referring to the 
escapade at Nijni, ' how about DeroulMe ? ' I said : ' Oh, 
you know what sort of man Bar&nofi is ; besides he was 
reprimanded for it ? ' Yes, but he was decorated a few 
days afterwards.' Again, no answer was possible 1 " 

According to Schouvilofi the want of S3mipathy in 
Berlin governmental and court circles with the Crown 
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Prince was very remarkable. He noted this with much 
grief, as he had always been great friends with liim. 
The explanation given was that they wouldn't care much 
if they lost " Fritz/' so only that they got rid of die 
Engldnderin. 

Schouv&lofi told an amusing story of X , a secretary 

of legation of one of the smaller Powers in Berlin, an out 
and out Uagueur, always talking of royalties as his inti- 
mate friends, and not, indeed, as time went on, without 
justification ; an amusing fellow withal, and eminently 
bon gargon. One day he received an invitation to dine 
with the Emperor. His chief, who had never been so 
honoured, was furious, but there was nothing to be done. 

X went and was most amiably received. After 

dinner the Emperor expressed his regret at his approach- 
ing departure. He protested that he knew nothing of 
it, and would be desoli to leave his adorable Berlin, etc., 
etc. The Emperor : " But I know it. You are to be 
promoted, and, as I wish you to leave BerUn with pleasant 
reminiscences, I confer upon you myself the insignia of 

the Red Eagle," suiting the action to the word. X 

went home, naturally, in the seventh heaven of delight ; 
his chief was more furious than ever. 

It tvimed out to be all a mistake. It was just after 
the visit of Alfonso XII. to Berlin and a very quiet 
Spaniard, whom nobody knew, was actually leaving on 
promotion. The German Government wanted to be well 
with Spain, and the decoration and honour were meant 
for him ! The BerUn P.O. soon after sent to get the 
order back, on the plea that it had been given by mistake ; 

but X said he'd see them very much fiulher before 

he would give up a decoration conferred by his Majesty's 
own sacred hand — and he kept it I 

Schouv^off also told me the story of Tom Michell and 
Alexander II. The Michell brothers, who had the advan- 
tage of knowing Russian at a time when that was a very 
rare accompUshment for Englishmen, were notoriously 
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anti-Russian in feeling ; and the Emperor had, or thought 
he had, reason to resent on the part of Tom Michell in 
particular, the eldest of them, who occupied the position 
of British Consul in St. Petersburg as weU as of translator 
and attach^ to the Embassy, not only political animosity 
but private and personal spite. In 1874, when the Duke 
of Edinburgh was a guest at the Winter Palace, Michell 
entered the building one day with the intention of calling 
upon some member of the Duke's suite. He had lost his 
way, unfortunately, in the vast edifice, when suddenly 
in one of the endless corridors, a door opened and he f oimd 
himself face to face with offended Majesty ! Now, 
Michell was doing nothing wrong ; the loose wa3rs of the 
Palace were alone to blame for the contretemps. But 
some of us would have s}anpathised rather warmly with 
the Autocrat of all the Russias, who, as he bitterly com- 
plained to Schouv^off, could find no refuge even in his 
private apartments from a presence supremely distasteful 
to him. " Get rid of him," he cried ; " I won't have him 
here any longer. Arrange it any way you like. Let 
them make him a Duke, an Ambassador, anjrthing — so 
long as he leaves Russia." The consequence was that 
Michell who had a somewhat warm supporter in the Prince 
of Wales, whom he had accompanied to Moscow in 1866, 
was transferred as Consul to Christiania, and his brother 
John, an even more rabid anti-Russian, was appointed 
in his place, in St. Petersburg, to envenom during many 
years to the extent of his power the relations between the 
two countries. Robert Michell, the third brother, served 
the India Ofiice long and well as Russian translator. 

On 26th January I dined with Schouvdloff; he 
very pleased with himself, having shot a bear and two 
lynx (right and left) near Narva the day before, at a shoot 
of P61ovtsefi's. 

Towards the end of January, Charles W5mdham and 
Mary Moore came to St. Petersburg to play David Garrick, 
which they did in German — a notable performance. 
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I took Mary Moore to the fortress and to Peter the 
Great's house, and on to the ice to see the Samoy^ds 
with their squaws, picaninnies and reindeer. I never 
felt the cold so much in Russia — 18*^ Reaumur and a very 
strong wind — ^but my companion looked chamung, 
wrapped in furs, and that to some extent reconciled me 
to my sufferings. 

It was to Schouv&loff that I made resort on any and 
every occasion of need, assured beforehand of sympathy 
at least, of help prompt and efficient were help in his 
power. Thus, late one night, Wurts' servant came 
running roimd to say that my friend Buckingham, U.S. 
naval attach^, who was occupying his master's rooms in 
his absence, was dreadfully iU, perhaps dying ; he could 
not find a doctor, would I help him ? I went round at 
once, to find Buckingham, seemingly, in a state of collapse, 
having lost a great deal of blood. My medical knowledge 
was insufficient to tell me that, as a matter of fact, the 
case, though serious, was not one of actual danger. I 
sent the servant off hot-haste to one doctor I knew, and, 
failing him, to another. He came back after a time with 
the report that one could not, the other would not, come. 
I then bethought me of Schouv&lofI, ran round to his 
house in the MilU6nnaya, found him at home and told 
him what had happened. He, at once, took me across the 
street to the Preobrajtosky barracks, called up the 
regimental doctor and induced him to accompany me to 
Buckingham's apartments, where he soon relieved my 
friend's symptoms and my own anxiety. 

From my note-book (date missing) : " The Marquis de 
Breteuil, who has been here some weeks and was remark- 
ably well received at Coiut (he dined privately with the 
Emperor — an imheard of honour), is said to have come 
to endeavour to get the young Duke of Orleans admitted 
as an officer in the ChevaUers Gardes. He went away 
two days ago looking rather crest-fallen, so, presumably, 
has failed." He had. 
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On the 29th February the Marquis, a leading Royalist, 
made a very notable speech in the French Chamber 
advocating cordial relations with England. There is, 
I think, an obvious connection between his meeting 
with Lord Randolph Churchill in St. Petersburg and the 
following passage in this speech : " Great efforts have 
been made to induce England to take part in the Triple 
Alliance and the Prime Minister of the Queen seemed 
for a moment to be incHned to take that course. But he 
soon saw that the feeling of the country was not favour- 
able to that poKcy." * 

On the 23rd a note in the Official Messenger had recapitu- 
lated the views of the Russian Government on the sub- 
ject of Bulgaria, and at the same time announced the 
poUcy it was intended to follow. Russia took her stand 
on the Treaty of Berlin, and asked her co-signatories, 
not, indeed, to enforce its provisions, but to enter a protest 
against their imdoubted infraction by Prince Ferdinand. 
The step which Russia wished to see taken was a denun- 
ciation of the Prince by Turkey, the suzerain Power, 
as an usurper. It was hoped, of course, that this would 
be followed by his retirement from Bulgaria ; but Russia 
officially declared that she had no intention of lowering 
herself by intervention in the internal dissensions of that 
country. When once a legal state of things had been re- 
stored and a prince duly elected in accordance with the 
terms of the Treaty, she would on the first sincere advance 
of the Bulgarians, through their representatives, be ready 
to forget the past and renew relations based upon mutual 
trust. Moreover, she disclaimed all intention of making 
anyone responsible for the past. 

This Note was admittedly connected with the negotia- 
tions entered upon at Berlin by Count Paul Schouvilofi, 
the object of which, as now expressly stated, was to allay 
the general disquietude in Europe due mainly to the 
ambiguous state of Bulgaria. The Russian Government 

^ See ante, p. 390. 



396 RUSSIA IN THE 'EIGHTIES ' 

proclaimed its complete adherence to the views it had 
all along expressed on the subject — ^views which at the 
very beginning of the crisis led to the rejection of all idea 
of an attempt to restore a legal state of things by force. 
It was the knowledge of these views, and a belief in their 
sincerity, which had inspired me at every recurrence of 
the war fever during the past three years to maintain 
confidently that the danger was greatly exaggerated. 
This was true now, just as it had been true a year before ; 
the underlying fact being that those who were ready did 
not want to fight, while those who might otherwise have 
wished to fight were not ready. 

On the 5th March the Porte, in compliance with 
Russia's wish and in consequence of Germany's friendly 
intervention in behalf of Russia with England, Austria 
and Italy, sent a telegram to Prince Ferdinand affirming 
that his presence in Bulgaria was illegal and contrary to 
the Treaty of Berlin. The prediction that Germany 
would help Russia to get rid of Prince Ferdinand seemed 
on the point of fulfilment. 

Then came a long-expected event, the death of the 
Emperor William on the 9th March. Two days later 
Schouv&loff , speaking to me of the probable consequences, 
expressed a strong belief that the cause of peace would 
gain, rather than lose, by it. Even a fatal termination 
to the Emperor Frederick's illness would not, in his 
opinion, jeopardise European peace, so long as Prince 
Bismarck remained in office', but for the moment the 
Bulgarian Question was now thrown into the background, 
and the former uncertainty restored. 

With the accession of the Emperor Frederick, Germany 
herself was soon in the throes of a crisis, which attracted 
much attention in St. Petersburg, more particularly on 
account of the connection sought to be established 
between its alleged cause — the betrothal of Prince 
Alexander of Battenberg to the Emperor Frederick's 
daughter, Victoria, followed by Bismarck's threat of 
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resignation — and the relations between Germany and 
Russia. The Russian papers — under inspiration — took 
an unexpected line, arguing that the projected marriage 
would finally extinguish all hopes of the return of Prince 
Alexander to Bulgaria, and therefore could be treated 
with indifference. This was Alexander III.'s own im- 
pression, but an erroneous one. Such a marriage would 
certainly increase, not only the ex-ruler's pretensions but 
his chances, and therefore the danger of Russian inter- 
vention. However, the views of the Russian Government 
on this subject were perfectly well known in Berlin, where 
they were pretty sure to be treated with every respect. 

As a matter of fact, the affair of the marriage dated 
from eight months back, and was only now brought 
forward as a pretext, the real cause of Prince Bismarck's 
offer of resignation being the Liberal tendencies of the 
new Emperor, and above all his determination to exercise 
his own judgment and authority, instead of bUndly 
relying on the Chancellor and contenting himself, as his 
father had done, with affixing his signature to whatever 
measures Prince Bismarck chose to present to him. It 
was generally believed that, as on so many other occasions, 
the offer of resignation would lead to nothing but a fresh 
confirmation of the great Chancellor's power and influ- 
ence. In the meantime, it had one result, and that was 
to bring home to the Russians something to which, with 
few exceptions, they had been extraordinarily blind, the 
fact, namely, that in Germany it was Prince Bismarck, 
so often vituperated by them, who was their friend. 

Towards the end of April I had to revert to the subject 
of the Empress Victoria's position. Persons of good 
position coming from Berlin gave extraordinary accounts 
of her unpopularity in Court and in military circles. 
It was positively asserted that, in case of the Emperor's 
death, his widow would be the object of hostile demon- 
strations on showing herself in public. More than one 
reason was given for this unfortimate state of feeling ; 
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but the chief seemed to be the Empress's pronounced 
preference of her own comitry to Germany, and the fact 
that, being by far the cleverest woman at the German 
G)urt, she — ^to put it mildly — ^made little or no effort 
to conceal her superiority. 

On the same day I uttered a word of warning a^^ainst 
the optimistic reports that were appearing in regard to 
the Emperor Frederick's illness, stating that the Russian 
Government had for some time anticipated a fatal issue, 
and that very speedily. This was not altogether without 
influence on the policy of Russia, for it would obviously 
be foolish, in reUance upon the peaceful proclivities of an 
Emperor at the point of death, to aUenate Prince Bismarck, 
who, it was thought, would become all powerful again 
under William II., and would give further proofe of his 
readiness, within certain limits, to help Russia to that 
real satisfaction without which she would certainly never 
rest content. 

There was a painful lull in European afiEairs while the 
fatal issue to the Emperor Frederick's illness was awaited, 
though in May the German press renewed its attack on 
Russia, and especially on Russian credit. 

On 17th June 1888, the Emperor died, and so great had 
the tension become that his death, though deeply re- 
gretted in Russia, brought with it a sense of relief, which 
was voiced by the N6voe Vrdmya and other organs of the 
press. It was felt that now, at last, a way might be 
found out of that indefinite, uncertain state of affairs 
which had so long weighed heavily upon Europe. " Every 
Government," said the Ndvoe Vrimya, " can now unravel 
the accumulated mass of poUtical entanglements and take 
stock of both the favourable and the adverse elements. 
The chief interest for us is to learn to what extent Prince 
Bismarck, in resinning his former authority in foreign 
politics, inclines to favour the hopes and plans which 
foimd an echo in Count Kalnoky's last speech, when he 
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declared that the Bulgarian Question was far more 
important for Austria-Hmigary than for the majority 
of the Powers/' 

In the middle of June Schouv&loff was at Carlsbad. 
I wrote to him there, being anxious about affairs and 
feeling that the centre of all interest was in Germany, 
where he would know what was going on, and suggested 
that I should join him. He replied as follows (I translate 

from the original in Russian) : 

22nd June. 

Dear Friend, 

" I consider your coming here quite unnecessary. 
I know nothing more than what I read in the newspapers. 
Only the days I spent in Berlin were of any interest. 

" I think on the contrary that you shoiild remain where 
you are. There, very soon, interesting events may take place. 

" You can state with complete confidence that the attitude 
of the new Emperor towards us will be most friendly, more 
friendly than anyone dreams of. 

" I press your hand heartily. God willing I shall return 
at the beginning of July (Russian). 

This for various reasons only reached me on the 27th 
June. On the 28th, late at night, I received the following 
telegram : 

"It is announced from Berlin German Emperor visit Tsar 
St. Petersburg in fortnight and you seem totally ignorant of 
fact not a word from you about it what is use of your corre- 
spondence. Mudford." 

It was this telegram that decided me to seek some 
other career than that of special correspondent, but I 
made matters even with Mudford before I left him ! 

I went at 11.30 next morning to call on Sir Robert 
Morier, who was intending to leave for England the follow- 
ing day. " Are you still leaving to-morrow. Sir Robert ? " 
" Well, I'm afraid I can't get off to-morrow ; but why ? " 
" You know that the German Emperor is coming here 
in a fortnight's time ? " " Oh, is he ! " " Well, I have 
received a telegram from London to that effect, and 
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abusing me for not knowing it ! " "Of course ; nice 
sort of people your employers ! Why, you're the only 
man who has been right all along and leading directly 
up to this — ^if it is true ! But as to the visit I don't 
believe it ; at all events not for the present. I was with 
de Giers at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, and he told 
me, formally, that neither Schouv&lofE [PaulJ nor von 
Pape [the German General who came to St. Petersburg 
to announce the accession of William II.] made any 
reference to a visit. Now, if it were the fact, de Giers 
might keep it dark, but he certainly would not go out of 
his way, deliberately, to mislead me." " But I have 
another reason for thinking it may be true. I have 
received a note from Peter Schouviloff at Carlsbad 
advising me to remain in St. Petersburg, as interesting 
events may take place there in a very short time. That 
looks like confirmation of it ? " " Yes, it does, and, mind 
you, the yoimg Emperor is just the sort of man to make up 
his mind to a thing all at once and — ^whist ! — off he goes 
by special train, you know ! Is the news positive in your 
telegram?" " Here it is— " "By God! ha! ha! ha! 
I can tell you I am glad, often, that my foot doesn't 
reach from here to London or there are some people 
who would be well kicked ! That fellow Mudford is a 
damned crypto-radical, I beUeve ! You may make full 
use of what I have told you and telegraph that up to 
4 o'clock yesterday afternoon nothing was known here, 
and it was considered very improbable that the visit 
would take place so soon. In writing to Mudford you 
can tell him that I say so, and why." " If true. Sir 
Robert, this will prevent your going to London ? " 
" Yes, I'm afraid it will." 

It did not, however. I saw him off to London at 
11.30 a.m. on the and July. Before the train left he said : 
" Up to now there is absolutely no official indication of 
the visit ; but I smeU something very strongly, and I 
think it will take place in the second half of July, not 
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before. It may be combined with the (Russian) Emperor's 
usual Finnish yachting trip." Sir Robert asked what I 
had telegraphed and expressed approval. 

Afterwards, I learnt from Schouv&Iofi that when he 
went to Berlin on the way to Carlsbad he saw Bismarck, 
and heard from him of the Emperor William's intention 
of visiting Russia. He had decided to do so while his 
father was still alive, but it was doubtful if he would have 
been allowed to go then. " Bismarck added : ' This is a 
secret. I tell it you as a friend of more than twenty 
years' standing, on your word of honour.' Of course I 
could not say a word to you or to anyone, not even at the 
Russian Embassy ; but I wrote, privately, to the Emperor 
Alexander, and to you, giving you the strongest faint I 

dared. In any case, why should your Mud , Mud ? 

Oh yes, Mudford, expect you to know what is going on 
in Berlin, what the German Emperor's intentions are, 
before your colleague there ? or even your ambassador ? 
It may be a compliment, but it's not quite fair ! " " Oh, 
editors are made like that ! " 

A glance at the file of the Times shows that vague 
rumours of a meeting between the two Emperors were 
first mentioned on the 23rd June. Three or four da}^ 
later the Cologne Gazette stated that the Emperor William 
would pay a visit to the Tsar in July. On the 30th June 
the Times Berlin correspondent said the visit was still a 
matter of uncertainty and perplexity. It was only on 
the 2nd July that definite news came, and not from Berlin 
but from Vienna, where, of course, the idea of the new 
German Emperor visiting Russia before Austria roused 
jealousy and uneasiness that had to be allayed. It was 
this, doubtless, that caused the delay in settling the 
matter definitely, and gave rise to the " uncertainty and 
I)erplexity." 

The Emperor William reached Peterhof by sea on the 
19th July, and remained there a guest of the Tsar till 
the 24th. I sent, of course, many columns of telegraphic 

B.R. 2 C 
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description of the various f£tes and ceremonies. The 
visit was an unqualified success, and this made it the 
more incumbent on the various elements which had so 
long worked for European war to describe it as an 
absolute failure. 

Schouvilofi came back from abroad on the 26th July. 
I took lunch with him, and learnt that during the German 
Emperor's visit no concrete questions had been discussed 
or even touched upon, and, consequently, no special 
agreement come to. But no greater mistake could be 
made, he said, than to argue from this that the interview 
would be barren of results. On the contrary, the com- 
plete accord and warm friendship estabUshed between 
the two monarchs, were of vastly more importance than 
any specific agreement upon one or other particular 
question ; and, though efforts would, of course, be 
iliade in nearly every country in Europe to deny or lessen 
the importance of this personal alliance, those would be 
wisest who recognised it at once and shaped their pohcy 
accordingly. 

As to the Bulgarian Question, there was no diveiigence 
of basis on the subject between Germany and Russia. 
Neither would recognize Prince Ferdinand, who would 
have to go sooner or later, but Russia had not the slightest 
intention of moving a single Cossack to turn him out, 
any more than Prince Bismarck would move a single 
Pomeranian soldier. 

Perhaps " warm friendship " was too strong a term ; 
it is never easy to estimate accurately human feelings ; 
nor is it safe in any case to predict their duration. More- 
over, contrary to all belief. Prince Ferdinand had come 
to stay. But, had Bismarck remained in power we know 
from him that the re-insurance Treaty would have been 
renewed in 1890 ; and it is a legitimate inference that the 
Franco-Russian alliance would have been, at least, post- 
poned. Meantime Prince Ferdinand might well have been 
driven to resign. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

Last visit to Ruhenthal — ^Early rising — ^A Baltic baron — 
Pencil and varnish — ^The Battenberg marriage — ^A painful 
scene — How Prince Alexander obtained the crown — " Cet 
intbScile id ? " — Schouvdloff's fiasco-— Mops — Bismarck and 
the Poles — ^Whence the forged documents ? — Spindle-shanks 
— Delirium tremens — Bells and no bells — Herbert Bismarck 
m Courland — Nichevd / — ^The Caucasus — Eternal fire — Law — 
Russian dogberrys — ^Taken for a nihilist — ^Arthur Hardinge — 
A brilliant trio — ^Turkoman rugs — Ovis Poli — ^A modest 
medallist — Hawking for quail — ^The Borki accident — 
RecherchSs dinners — ^Bazaine, Bismarck and Morier — " The 
Times is the Times " — Prince Rudolph's death — ^A notable 
advertisement — " Nous Vavons pendu tout de mSfne ! "— 
Prince Ferdinand's nose— Death of Count Schouv^ofi — 
His popularity — Political injustice— An unfulfilled prophecy 
— ^A " traitor's obsequies " — *' What he would have wished " 
— Burial at Vdrtemiaki — ^The Ndvoe Vrimya — ^A tipsy 
visitor — A cowardly defence — A good friend. 

In the middle of August I made what proved to be 
the last of my visits to Ruhenthal. 

By that kind of perversity called by our American 
friends "pure cusscdness" some of my best friends 
have been men bom with a delight in early rising. Such 
was my elder brother, such my dear friend John Hubbard, 
who throve on it, for he brought sunshine into the room 
even when the sun was not up — the very sight of his 
face made heavy hearts light and dull dogs cheery. 
Schouv&lofi was another of these perverse natures. How- 
ever late the night before he was alwas^s up early. The 
lesson of the day read — and that he never missed — ^he 
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would get out of bed, dress, and be ready and eager for 
the day's work or sport — the latter for choice, in the 
years when I knew him. In short, like Don Quixote, 
he was gran madrugador y amigo de la caza — a very early 
riser and a lover of the chase. So now, at Ruhenthal, 
though growing old and stricken, alas ! — ^though we knew 
it not — with mortal disease, he was matutinal as ever, and 
I, who never slept so sound as when it was time to get up, 
had to suffer day by day the torment of being awakened 
at some imconscionably early hour and forced to rise. 
At 5.30, or 6 at latest, he would come in unannounced, 
singing out : '' What, asleep, Iv&n Iv&novich ! Get up, 
you lazy log I " And poor Ivin Iv&novich, who would 
willingly have slept another three hours, would grunt 
and groan and rub his eyes, but, at last, knowing there 
was no help for it, spring out of bed. Then only would 
my friend, with beaming face, say : " That's right ! 
Coffee in twenty minutes " — adding " I've a feeling that 
the sport will be good to-day," or " The keepers promise 
great things," or some such allurement, for in such 
matters, and, indeed, in most others, he was ever 
an optimist. 

On the 23rd of the month we went to stay with Baron 
von Bar, at his estate of Titelmiinde, near Mitau, on the 
river Aa ; the house a small wood-built ch&teau in the 
usual local style — sham tower, false battlements, etc. 
Our host, von Bar, was a tall, buiiy red-whiskered man (his 
crest — a bear — on all the window-panes !) rather like the 
stage Englishman in Fra Diavolo, but swollen out to 
Falstaffian proportions. Well-read and well-informed 
withal and very hospitable.^ Several others were th^re 
— all barons, of course. We had a very good breakfast, 
then off to the woods, where ring followed ring; but 
only one buck was shot by lunch time, for which tables 
were set in the forest with many good things, including 

> Thei« is a delightful account of Baltic Province hospitality in the 
book already mentioAed on p. 337 note, by J. G. Kohl. 
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salmon from the Dvina and home-brewed ale — ^the 
Baron's brewery being far-famed, so much so that 
" Titelmilnde beer " used once to be found at Irkutsk 
— made on the spot I 

After lunch we got one more buck and one young golden 
eagle ; then came heavy rain, and all but our host, bis 
brother, Schouvdlofl and myself went home ; in the last 
ring I shot a buck with No. i shot — very easy — 15 paces. 
But it was early in the year, and very difficult to drive 
the deer out without dogs. On the way home I saw a 
" blue crow " (roller). The dinner was excellent ; seven 
wines, including champagne (sweet, alas I), young black- 
game, etc., etc. After dinner Schouv&loff was in vein. 
Speaking of pencils he said that the Tsar (Alexander II.) 
always used a pencil and whatever he wrote was imme- 
diatdy varnished over. This varnish was a misfortune 
for Russia — as the hastiest obiter diqta became permanent 
decisions I For instance, a Governor of G)urland once 
wrote that something more might be done for the Orthodox 
Church in that Province. The Emperor wrote in the 
margin : " This reads like propaganda. I won't have 
propaganda." This was promptly varnished, so in 
Courland nothing more could be done. Yet at that very 
time there was open and active propaganda going on in 
the other two provinces I " I used the varnish myself, at 
first, when CMef of the Third Section, but soon gave it 
up ; for after a few weeks I realised what stupid things 
I had written I 

"As to Bulgaria, Bismarck, the other day, told me 
the story of the projected Battenberg marriage. The 
Emperor Frederick invited Prince Alexander to Berlin 
and agreed to the marria|^. Bismarck insisted on resign- 
ing, and asked my brother to obtain a Russian veto. 
He was already very angry. Our Emperor (Alexander 
III.) answered that he didn't care a rap — ^rather approved 
of it, in fact, as then Battenbei^ would not go to Bulgaria I 
Bismarck was now raging {triithend). There was a terrible 
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scene, and the Emperor Frederick at last gave in. He 
telegraphed to Battenberg not to come to Berlin till 
further orders. Then the Empress Victoria came into the 
room. Her husband told her what had happened and she 
attacked him, saying : ' You killed two of my children, 
and now you want to kill another.' What she meant I 
don't know. Two children died, but I never heard that 
their father killed them 1 

" The Emperor nearly choked ; tore open his collar, 
and would have rushed upon the Empress but that she 
fled out of the room. He then sank exhausted into a 
chair. 

" After the accession of the Emperor William his other 
sisters made a last attempt to obtain his consent to the 
marriage. They made a scene, fell on their knees before 
him and begged him to make ' poor Vicky ' happy. He 
stamped his foot, pointed to the door, and said : ' Get 
out, you English sheep 1 ' " 

" How was it that Prince Alexander of Battenberg 
came to be Prince of Bulgaria at all ? " " It was entirely 
my fault. His father, Prince Alexander of Hesse, came to 
me ^ and stated that it was the wish both of his sister, 
the Empress, and of the Emperor, of Russia. I went, 
therefore, to Bismarck about it, who said : ' If Andrassy 
agrees I am content. Settle what you like about Bul- 
garia. I don't care and won't interfere.' I next caUed 
on Andrassy, who was at first much opposed to it. So I 
asked him to dinner, to meet Hesse, at a restaurant. 
After dinner they walked in the garden, where I piur- 
posely left them together. At the end of half-an-hour 
Andrassy had given his consent. Then I went back to 
Bismarck, who also consented, ahd the affair was arranged. 
When I asked Hesse why he so much wanted his son 
to be Prince of Bulgaria, he replied : ' My son is a Ueu- 
tenant in a Prussian regiment without a kreuzer in his 
pocket, and he may as well risk it.' When the Bulgarian 

1 At Berlin. 
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deputation arrived Prince Alexander of Battenberg 
went to Bismarck and asked him what he ought 
to do. To which he received the historical answer: 
' Take it — ^you will at least have something of interest 
to remember/ 

'' When I got back to St. Petersburg I saw the Emperor 
(Alexander II.), who was quite angry that Battenberg 
had not refused the throne. He informed me that he had 
said ' Yes ' to his brother-in-law merely out of politeness, 
but did not wish it, and, as a matter of fact, had some one 
else in view. He ended by saying : ' The Empress wishes 
to see you I ' I called on her Majesty accordingly. She 
was ill, but received me, and also expressed strong dis- 
approval. I exclaimed : ' Vous aussi, Madame I ' * Mais 
out ; quoi done, cet imbdcile U? ' So that as far as I was 
concerned the affair was a complete fiasco. " 

In spite of this. Prince Alexander, as we have seen, 
succeeded in making his peace with the Tsar, and was 
quite a success, for a time — ^up to 1883, in fact. But 
after his abdication the Tsar told Schouv&loff on sending 
him to Berlin on some occasion, I forget what, " I have 
no wish to interfere in Bulgaria ; I don't want to send 
one single soldier there, but if BaUenherg goes back I 
move I ** He instructed him to beg the Kaiser to prevent 
it. Schouv&loff ventured to say : ." Then your Imperial 
Majesty cannot bear Battenberg ? " "I should think not I 
Maz4rik takoi, moshdnnik I (the scoundrel, the villain 1 ) " 
I : " There must be some reason for this personal hatred ?" 
Baron von Bar : '* I heard that when boys together 
Battenberg nicknamed him ' Mops.' " / : " But why is 
Bismarck so much against him ? " Schouvdhff : '* He 
is a very passionate man, immoderate in his dislikes, and 
he hates him for being, as he says, a Pole.^ 

^Prince Alexander of Hesse married, morganatically, the Countess 
Julie von Hauke, who was bom at Warsaw the daughter of Count 
Moritz von Hauke, formerly Polish Minister for War. The Battenbergs 
were her children. 
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'* The Emperor Frederick was asked by Bismarck 
what he would do with Battenberg when married ? He 
answered : ' Send him to Strasbuig as Lieutenant.' 
' Yes/ said Bismarck, ' so that having betrayed the 
Emperor of Russia he may next betray your Majesty ! ' 

" The forged documents came from two sides. De 
Giers received them in St. Petersburg, but before he had 
time to send them to the Emperor, then at Copenhagen, 
he received news of them from him, thence." Baron von 
Bar : " They are said to have come from Princess Walde- 
mar at a picnic when the Tsar and she stayed behind the 
rest for some time." SchouvSoff: "It may be so; what 
is certain is that they came from France, and not from 
the Orleanists, as stated in the German press, but from 
the French Government itself." * 

Savouring the Baron's excellent claret, Schouvdlofi 
remarked that the only time that he had been thoroughly 
well scolded by his father was when, as a young man. 
Count Andrew being absent in Sicily in attendance on 
the Empress, he and a chum. Count Str6ganofiF, drank 
up all the choicest wine in the cellar I 

This Empress, Alexandra Feddorovna, wife of Nicholas 
I. and daughter of Frederick William III. of Prussia, 
was a very austere personage, the foundress, be it added, 
of many charitable institutions. SchouvSoff, who, of 
course, knew her long and intimately, now went on to 
relate, with evident relish, an incident that at the time 
of its occurrence, overwhelmed him with confusion. As 
a youth, it seems, he was very slender and suffered no 
little mortification from the fact of being too obviously 
spindle-shanked. He was one of her Majesty's pages — 
Russian Court pages were adolescents, not little boys — 
and on some special occasion, with the help of the 

^ It is supposed that M. Ftourens sent them to Princess Waldemar 
through the wife of the Russian minister at Copenhagen, a daughter 
of Mr. Berdan — ^the American whose rifle had heen adopted for the 
Russian aimy — and sister to Mrs. Marion Crawford. 
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costumier of the Imperial Theatre, he appeared at Court 
furnished with a pair of well-shaped calves. Probably 
the Empress's eagle eye would have detected the fraud 
in any case ; as it was, discovery was inevitable, for one 
of the paddings got askew and bulged out sideways I 
The wearer had hardly become aware, from the tittering 
of the maids of honour, that something was wrong when 
the Empress fixed him with a stony stare and pointing 
a finger of scorn at the offending embeUishments exclaimed, 
" You ridiculous creature 1 Go home, and take them 
off!" 

Schouv&loff told me this morning the story of Prince 
DolgortUcy's sad death at Brussels. The wife. Princess 
Marie, was at Boulogne, and Schouv&loff sometimes saw 
her there when passing. One day, just when European 
affairs had reached a crisis and a courier was due with 
despatches from Russia, he received, in London, a telegram 
from the Princess asking him to come at once : she had 
heard from a hotel-keeper in Brussels that her husband had 
gone mad. Schouviloff crossed to Boulogne, and together 
they went to Brussels, where they found the imfortunate 
Prince suffering from delirium tremens. Six doctors were 
called in, including the legation doctor. Schouv&loff 
thinks they administered an overdose of narcotics. In 
any case, he died. The story got about and was published 
in the papers that Schouviloff had killed him in a duel,^ 
but there was not a word of truth in it. The Emperor, 
afterwards, asked my friend about it, and gave him a 
scolding for having left his post. 

On the 24th August we drove to Wirtzow, and shot all 
day in the Crown forest, where I killed a buck and missed 
another (an " impossible " chance), but, alas 1 wounded 
a third. Schouv&loff saw nothing all day. 

We drove through the forest, he and I, on a queer 
sort of carriage — ^just one long plank a foot broad, on two 
pair of small wheels, a spring-board in fact ; very practical, 

^ That is the reason — ^the only reason — ^why I tell the story. 
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but very rough riding. He sat in front, I behind, holding 
him and saving him as much as possible from the shocks 
as we passed over rough ground — often without a path, 
and surmounting, even, fallen trees half buried in the 
boggy soil. He suffered a good deal, being quite unfit 
for an3^hing of the sort. Between the beats he asked me : 
" Do you hear bells ? " " No." " It's strange ! I hear 
them all the time." He referred to this more than once, 
but there were no bells ringing. This was in reality the 
first indication of mischief going on behind his right 
ear, which developed somewhat rapidly and eventually 
killed him. 

The forester, to my regret, shot a fine goshawk and 
gave it to me. We drove on to Mitau, and took train to 
Riga, arriving there at i a.m. We were to have gone on 
to St. Petersburg that day, but Schouv&loff was unwell, 
and put off our departure until the next evening. A visit 
to Salven had been arranged, and Herbert Bismarck 
invited, for the middle of September ; but my friend's 
condition grew worse, and though he insisted on my going 
as it might be of use in my career, he himself remained 
in St. Petersburg. 

I left, accordingly, on i6th September, and next day 
Baron Mayemdorfi^ joined me at Dtinabuig (now 
Dvinsk). We reached Salven at 3 p.m., and found there 
Paul Schouv&lofi with his second w^e and small children, 
his son, Pivel Pavlovich, and a General VilMmoff. On 
the i8th Herbert Bismarck arrived from Berlin. 

Four days later I left Salven with Herbert Bismarck 
and Mayemdorff, drove to Rdmershof station, feasted on 
beer and sausages and took train to Diinaburg at 9 p.m. 
There, on arrival, we sat in the special carriage provided 
for Bismarck till midnight, cracking two bottles of 
champagne, then separated, he returning to Germany, 
the rest of us to St. Petersburg. 

^ General Baron von Mayemdorff who had married a danghter of 
Count Paul Schouv&loff by his first wife. 
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• 

A year or two before this I had sent to the Standard a 
story about Prince Bismarck which they did not care to 
print. A fortnight or so later it appeared in some pro- 
vincial paper — ^in Hull, I think — and went the round of 
the world. It ran something like this : 

Bismarck, when Prussian Minister in St. Petersburg, 
was invited to take part in two separate shooting expedi- 
tions — after bears or what not— on successive days, and 
more or less in the same district. At the end of the first 
day's shoot his host found him a mujik willing for a modest 
sum to drive him in his sledge across country to the 
scene of the next day's chasse, a distance of some 30 versts. 
The man was just a t)rpical Great Russian peasant, big- 
boned, loose-limbed, with reddish hair and beard, blue 
eyes, fairly regular though somewhat coarse features, 
and full of careless good-humour. The sledge was of the 
usual country make, rough but serviceable with plenty 
of hay to lie or sit upon. The shaggy pony looked well 
up to his work, and the harness was no worse than usual, 
that is to say, it was just a collection of fragments of 
raw-hide and leather, eked out with bits of string, and 
with cord reins. 

Bismarck stowed his guns and valise carefully in the 
bottom of the sledge, took his seat, wrapped in a great 
bear-skin shuba, with felt-lined boots above his knees, 
hashlik and fur cap for headgear, and amidst a chorus of 
farewells from his companions started on his journey. 

Fresh snow had fallen ; the cold was intense. 

He had not gone far when, as usual, there was a halt. 
Vaska got down, saying '* Nichevd bdrin I " (It's nothing, 
sir), and proceeded to tie up some bit of the harness that 
had got loose. They went on, and again, after many 
objurgations from Vaska, the pony came to a stop. 
A thong fastening the collar to one of the shafts had 
come undone. Vaska, with a friendly nod to his fare 
and a confident " Nichevd," proceeded to tie it up. There 
were other words and phrases that Bismarck failed to 
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understand. They had made considerably more than 
half the distance when a more serious accident happened 
One of the reins broke ; the pony blundered o£E the beaten 
track into the soft snow alongside, and foundered up to 
his neck. Bismarck was thrown out, his effects scattered ; 
but by joint efforts of men and beast they were soon 
once more on their way. Vaska had said a good deal this 
time, but as far as the Coimt was concerned it all resolved 
itself, once more, into " Nichevi ! " 

They reached their destination late at night without 
further adventure. Bismarck paid the fare agreed upon 
with an extra-Uberal na-chai^^ having pocketed meantime 
an iron nail that had worked itself nearly free from one 
of the runners. 

On his return to St. Petersburg, so the story went, 
he had a ring made from the nail, and on it graven the 
word NichevS ; and when his friends asked the meaning 
of the ring he would teU them the story of his cross- 
country drive, winding up with r " Now, if ever I am 
tempted to abandon Russian friendship I mean to look 
at my ring, and remember that in Russia there are 
millions of brave, strong men, who, whatever difficulties 
and dangers they are called upon to face for God and 
the Tsar, will each and all of them say, Nichevi — and 
that is a nation one must think twice and thrice before 
quarrelling with." 

I asked Herbert Bismarck about this story. He told 
me, as indeed I anticipated : '* As a matter of fact it is 
not true : my father never had a ring of iron or any other 
metal inscribed Nicheud, But he very probably took 
that drive and received some such impression. In any 
case it's a good story — hen trovaio 1 " 

I have no notes of the visit to Salven, which may seem 
strange ; but the reason is definite and condusive. 
Count Peter being absent through ill-health, there was no 

^ LiteraUy tea-money, but in those days invariably expended oo 
Vodha, 
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master-mind to control Count Paul, who was apt, especially 
after a long day's shooting followed by a copious dinner, 
to say pretty much what came into his head. His young 
wife, who did not know me well, was evidently terrified 
at the possibiUty of indiscretions that might find their 
way into the papers. At the first hint of this I assured 
her that she might rely absolutely on my secrecy, that 
I would take no notes and repeat nothing I heard. I 
was an amused spectator of the comedy played during 
the ensuing days. G>unt Herbert must have been very 
blind if he failed to see the frantic efforts made by the 
poor lady to control her husband's tongue. As for me 
I kept and keep my part of the compact, but I may say 
that nothing transpired of any real significance. 

In October (1888) I went to the Caucasus on the 
occasion of the Tsar's visit, a full account of which ap- 
peared in my letters in the Standard. At Baku an 
amusing incident occurred. In company with Edward 
Law, who was now commercial attach^ to the British 
embassies in St. Petersburg and Constantinople and to 
the legation in Teheran, I paid a visit to the guebre 
temple at S6rakhini, where, ridiculously enough, the 
eternal fire was fed through a pipe from the adjoining 
oil-refinery of Messrs. K6karefi. True worshippers had 
for some years ceased to attend the desecrated shrine 
but now, for their Majesties' amusement, some Hindoo 
money-lenders from Bokhara, subjects of our Queen, had 
been brought over the Caspian to make a show. The 
local dogberrys, instigated by K6karefi's Russian clerk, 
took us for NihiUsts, and their suspicions were confirmed 
when Law began talking to the sham fire-worshippers in 
Hindustani. An attempt was made, presently, to arrest 
us which I foiled by the use of very violent language 
and the display of my special permit signed by General 
Cher^vin, chief of the Emperor's private body-guard. 
On our return to Baku we were subjected to more annoy- 
ance by the poUce to whom our Surakhini friend had 
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telegraphed. Law's black servant was arrested; sen- 
tinels were put at the hotel door ; and Dobson, of the 
Times, was included in the embargo on our exit. When 
he insisted on going next door to get his hair cut, a 
gendarme accompanied him and watched the operation. 
A hot dispute in the dining-room of the H6tel d'Europe, 
in the presence of all sorts of big-wigs» resulted in a 
second victory for us ; I thumped the table, I remember, 
and demanded either to be lodged in prison or left to 
eat my luncheon in peace ; and, eventually. Law, 
after my departure for Tiflis, received a public apology 
in the same room, on his behalf and mine. The serious 
part of such stupidity was, as I explained with great 
effect to the crowd gathered at Siirakhdni, that the 
Russian poUce risked the safety of their Emperor by 
engaging in the pursuit and persecution of such innocuous 
people as a member of the British Embassy in St. Peters- 
burg and the special correspondent of the Standard, 
instead of tracking down the real conspirators. 

Law had just arrived from Persia after riding more 
than four thousand miles in his endeavour thoroughly 
to master the situation, commercial and poUtical, in 
that country. Arthur Hardinge, too, turned up next day 
coming from Central Asia. 

Sir Robert Morier, imlike some ambassadors I have 
known, loved to surround himself with clever people 
such as Hardinge, EUot — who now that he knows Chinese 
and is learning Japanese^ may equal even Dillon as a 
linguist — ^and Law, a brilliant trio I — and gave them 
every opportimity, especially by travel, to increase 
their knowledge and turn their abiUties to the best 
account. 

The deceit practised on the Emperor by the local 
authorities, whose laudable desire it was to make the 
visit a complete success, was not confined to supplying 
sham fire-worshippers at Stkakh&ni. The day before the 

^ Sir Charles Eliot, at present our ambassador in Tokio. 
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state entry into Tiflis I spent some hours in the fascinating 
bazaar, where I bought about the finest Turkoman rug 
it has been my lot to set eyes on.^ That was from a 
picturesque old Persian, Kafiroff, with beard and nails 
stained red with henna. But I also chaffered in the 
armourers' and other rows with keen-eyed, big-nosed 
Armenians for swords, pistols, daggers, chain-mail, silver 
belts, turquoise amulets and many other articles. Next 
morning, note-book in hand, I was jotting down des- 
criptive passages about the various tribesmen in their 
fanciful costumes, who lined the street leading from the 
railway station to the Palace, when one group, in 
particular, caught my eye — ^men in hauberks and helmets 
of chain-mail, with round iron shields, and simply bristling 
with weapons of offence. These, of course, must be the 
famous Khevsours, the so-called descendants of the 
Crusaders, but hardly had my pencil touched paper again, 
to describe them, when one individual broke rank and 
thrusting forward a very fine shield said, in Russian, 
" Take it bdrin ; fifty roubles only ; a genuine article ; 
very cheap ! " and, to my disgust, I recognised in this 
sham " warrior from the mountains " a particularly 
villainous looking Armenian I had beaten down from two 
hundred and fifty to fifty roubles for this shield in the 
market the day before I There were no Khevsours there 
at all ; the whole of this batch consisted of Armenians 
from the armourers' row dressed up in their own wares ! 
The Caucasus, especially the capital, Tiflis, has always 
been a great meeting place between East and West. 
There, one day, in that excellent hostelry, the HM de 
Londres, I met Mr. St. George Littledale and his wife 
on their return from the Pamirs with heads of the Ovis 
Pali, of which they gave one to the proprietress — and 

^The Turkoman mgs and carpets are now known in England as 
" Bokharan/' and even " Royal Bokharan " — ^a complete misnomer. 
They are vroven by nomads in their tents, nomads who defied Bokhara 
and ignored royalty. The finest, including mine General Verestch^gin 
told me, were made by the Sarik Turkomans of Pendjdeh. 
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best of all landladies — Mrs. Rlchter.^ In that same room, 
on a different occasion, I made the acquaintance of 
another well-known big-game man, Clive Philips WooUey, 
and still later I had the pleasure of chatting there with 
the late Ney Elias, gold medallist of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, a traveller whose record wiU stand 
better than most the test of time, though during his 
life his own excessive modesty prevented due recognition 
of his merits save in very restricted circles. 

When, at the end of hb Caucasian tour, the Tsar left 
Batoum by sea for Sevastopol, on his way back to St. 
Petersburg, there being no possibility of getting a passage 
with the Imperial party, I was left to pass a few days in 
the very agreeable company of our consul, Demetrius 
Peacock, and Mr. and Mrs. John Annan Bryce, who had 
been obliged to continue their honejnnoon in the Caucasus 
owing to some crisis in the petroleum trade between 
Batoum and Calcutta, in which Mr. Bryce's firm, Wallace 
Brothers, were concerned. Amongst other amusements 
we hawked for quail on horseback in the maize-fidds on 
the lower slopes of nobly-wooded hills, with Elbruz and 
other giants of the main range for background. The 
birds were so frightened that they would seldom rise 
and were more often than not taken by the dogs on the 
ground. But the scenery, the riding, the wonderfully 
picturesque costumes and trappings of our native 
sportsmen and their horses, added to a spice of real 
danger from brigands — ^they had stripped an unfortunate 
European couple a month previously and left them 
tied naked to trees — ^made altogether an ineffaceable 
impression, 

Meantime, on the 17th /29th October, occurred at 
Borki, in South Russia, the accident to the Imperial train 



^ The firat European known to have shot a specimen of Ovis 
Marco Polo's sheep— was the late Sir Henry Trotter in 1874 or 1873, 
when a member of the Forsyth mission to Yakoub Beg of Kashgar ; 
the last Englishman, to my knowledge, Sir Percy Sykes. 
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Erom which the Tsar and his family escaped unhurt by 
whBt all loyal and orthodox Russia counted a mirade. 
The Nihilists, as a matter of course, were credited with 
another " attempt/' and still are ; but the notoriously bad 
condition of the line, and speed and composition of the 
Imperial train — carriages Ught and heavy, old and new, 
miscellaneously coupled and drawn by two engines, one a 
"goods" the other an ''express," — ^were sufficient to justify 
me, in the absence of any direct proof, in attributing the 
accident to human stupidity rather than to any more 
sinister origin. Alexander III., a man of great size and 
strength — ^he could tear a pack of cards across and bend 
a horseshoe — ^was said to have held up, unaided, the 
roof of the saloon-carriage whilst his family made their 



I returned to St. Petersburg and two months later 
(17th December) dined with Laski, President of the Inter* 
national Bank, a man of great ability and of singularly 
charming manners. The other guests were Count Pour- 
tales, in charge at the German Embassy,^ Baron, 
later Count, Aehrenthal and Dumba. Laski's dinners 
were the most recherche in St. Petersburg. On the 
23rd I called on Sir Robert Morier in regard to an attack 
that had been made upon him in the Cologne Gazette. 
He kindly but firmly decUned my services, saying " be* 
tween you and other correspondents, as )rou well know» 
I choose you ; but, on an occasion, such as this, between 
the Times and the Standard I choose the Times " — ^not 
from any particular love he bore that journal, but because, 
as he said, " after all, the Times is the Times I *' He 
introduced me, before leaving, to Marochetti, the new 
Italian ambassador, son of the sculptor I had known as 
a child, when we lived in Onslow Square. As a matter 
of fact he sent the correspondence between himself and 

^ Ponrtales was German ambassador at the Court of St. Fetenbarg 
whra war broke out in 19x4 ; of Aehrenthal and Dumba I have spoken 
already. 

B.R. 2D 
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Herbert Bismarck to the Standard direct as well as to the 
Times and probably to other papers, whereupon the 
Cologne Gazette (January 3rd, 1889) published two 
letters from Major von Deines, an Aide de Camp of the 
Emperor William II., reporting statements which he 
alleged had been made to him in Madrid by Marghai 
Bazaine. 

The first of these letters dated Madrid, April the 2nd, 
x886, written in German, ends: — '''The first news of 
the left march of the Germans across the MoseUe I 
(Bazaine) obtained through a tel^^ram from the English 
Envoy at Darmstadt, the same who has hitherto been 
here (in Madrid),' ... I subsequently elicited the follow- 
ing further utterance on this point from the Marshal, 
who said, word for word, ' I knew nothing of your move- 
ments tiU the English Ambassador, Sir R. Morier, sent 
me word that the Germans were near Mars la Tour. 
This was not accurate, for there were only some cavalry 
soldiers there. I received this telegram via London 
on the i6th of August, in the morning.' " 

Major von Deines' second communication was in 
Frendi. It was dated Vienna, the I2th of November, 
1888, and declared that the Marshal had made his 
statement quite spontaneously, that the German Prince, 
Louis Solms, happened to hear it, and that Bazaine 
afterwards definitely and clearly told him (Major von 
Deines) that the first news of the advance of the German 
armies reached him by a telegram from the English 
Envoy at Darmstadt via London. 

Sir Robert had no great difficulty in establishing his 
innocence in this matter, to the satisfaction of his own 
countrymen at least, but if the German spoke the truth 
what are we to think of Bazaine ? 



The new year came but brought no improvement in 
Schouv&loff's condition. By the first of February he 
had taken to his bed, never to rise again. At 9 p.m. on 
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that day Dumba came to teU me of Prince Rudolph's 
tragic death. I told Hardinge, who took the news to 
Sir Robert. 

On Tuesday, the xgth February, I lunched with Dumba. 
Hardinge was there and, as usual, very interesting. His 
relations with Komar6ff, of the Foreign Office, were 
" a sort of casual acquaintance based upon an accidental 
exchange of goloshes."' Dumba said that according to 
both Wolkenstein and Klepsch the Grand-duke Vladimir 
was by no means stupid as generally supposed, but con- 
strained to play the role of Brutus. Some one said : " If 
so, he acts the part uncommonly weU I " But, in truth, 
he was not a fool.^ 

Dragan Tsaiikofi, leader of the exiled pro-Russian 
Bulgarians, was here lately. He had an interview 
with the Emperor on February XTth lasting half an 
hour. He had now left, with several Bulgarian emigre. 
Simich, Servian minister, the only one who really knew 
an3^hing about it, seemed to think that this meant 
they no longer hoped anything from Russia. Tsankofi 
was not the man to play the rdle of the Polish emigre, 
and, if Russia refused help, he would compromise with 
Stambulofi; but he — Simich — ^asked, where did the 
sixty people arrested for the protest on behalf of the 
bishops get money for bail from if not from Russia? 
Balab&noff might be rich enough, and one or two others. 
But the rest ? * 

1 Vladimir was brother to Alexander III., a handsome man married 
to a no less handsome German princess. Their palace on the Qnay 
was a hot-bed oi chauvinism. Their good-looking sons Cyxil and Boris 
have since borne somewhat Inrid reputations. 

> A full account of this affair is to be found in the Tim§s of nth 
February, 1889. Some time previously the Bulgarian Synod had met 
in Sofia and excited the distrust of the Government, which suspected 
pro-Russian intrigue. The various dignitaries were ordered back to 
their respective dioceses ; the opposition protested and sixty prominent 
Bulgarians, most of them f olkmers of Tsankofi, signed a petition in 
that sense. On the 5th February forty-one of them were arrested, 
charged with sedition. Bail to the amount of ;£8oo was demanded lor 
each of the accused, and not all were able to obtain it— but many did. 
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Tsankoff , said Hardinge, aooocdiHg to Shakir P^usha, 
Turkish ambassador in St. Petersburg, was a mere Uack- 
guard.^ When Shakir was appointed to the vilayet on 
the Danube, to induce in the Bulgarians a love for Turkey, 
etc., he was told, amongst other things, to edit a news- 
paper telling of the blessings of Turidsh rule. Shakir 
had never edited a paper nor knew at all how to go about 
it. So he advertised for a coUaboraUur, ** able to write 
etc., and thoroughly unscrupukms I " 

Dumba, smiling, "'One never knows when to trust 
Hardinge ; that must be a touch of his own I " '' No 
(indignantly), not at all I Well, Tsanko£E answered the 
advertisement and was installed editor. Later, when 
the Bulgarian revolution bc^an, which led to the Turkish 
massacres (1876), one of the leaders was cs^tured and 
brought before Shakir, who told him he had better confess 
who really was at the bottom of it. He would be hanged 
in any case. * Would they spare his life if he confessed ? ' 
Shakir couldn't promise that, but he had influence 
at the Porte and would do his best. ' Then the leader 
of the whole band is Tsankoff ; it was he who betrayed 
the cipher ! ' etc. Shakir added : '' Unfortunately, ^en 
we had got all we could out of the fellow, nous Vawms 
fendu tout de mime I " 

Dumba thought that G>burg could not last ; it was 
only a matter of time. He was too Catholic and too 
insignificant; ''there's nothing big about him but his 
nose I '' Perhaps Stambulo£E, Tsankoff, etc., would all 
combine to get a new ruler and make it up with Russia 
But Stambuloff, in that case, would probably have to 
retire for a time. 



^ I do ttot suggest that we should accept Shakir Pasha's estimate of 
Tsankoff. vAo changed his rdigion and his mind more than once, it is 
true, but achieved distinction as a statesman and had no doubt, the 
interests of Bulgaria, his native land, at heart all the time.. He was 
a fervid pro-Russian and helped to kidnap Prince Alexander. Bat 
whatever his faults we must be chary of condemning a man who had 
the misfortune to be bom a Bulgarian as far back as 1828. 
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In the middle of January my friend's illness had taken 
a turn for the worse. The pain behind the ear became at 
times unbearable and the doctors seemed unable to do 
more than give temporary relief without attempting a 
cure. I have always believed that a timely operation 
would have prolonged his life, perhaps for years, but 
those in charge of the case shrank from the jesponsibility. 
It was sad, indeed, to see him sufEer and be unable to 
help. My daily visits continued; we still talked of 
the pofitical situation and events; and of hoped-for 
excursions to the Powder-works, to Vdrtemiaki, and, 
later on, to Ruhenthal. But it was not to be. 
He became worse, and by the 20th March it was evident 
that the end was near. I hardly left the house after 
that and on the afternoon of the 22nd after two days 
and nights of great suffering during which aphasia set 
in and his mind continually wandered, so that further 
communication was impossible, he died literally in my 
anns ; for towards the end reUef , such as it was, came 
only when I held him sitting upright in his bed. 

The old Grand-duke Michael, the firm and faithful 
friend of this '' traitor to his country," called before and 
just after death. Count Paul arrived from Berhn that 
evening, greatly distressed. 

Abundant proofs were now given of the high esteem 
in which he was held, both at home and abroad. The 
Empress Marie was one of the first to telegraph from 
Gatchina her own and her husband's deep regret and 
their sympathy with the family. The daily services in 
the room where the body lay, converted temporarily 
into a chapdle ardente, were attended by nearly every 
one of note in the Russian capital. The Prince 6i Wales 
telegraphed tb Sir Robert his deep concern on learning 
that the Count was dying, and later, in his own name 
and that of the Princess, their grief at losing so good a 
friend. They requested that a wreath might be placed 
on the coffin in token of their r^ard. Similar despatches 
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were receii^ from every part of Europe, from many 
crowned heads, members of reigning families, statesoi^ 
and diplomatists — ^people, in short, of the most varied 
nationality, rank and station. 

This personal esteem in which Comit Schouv&loff was 
held to such an exceptional degree, by nearly all with 
whom he came in contact, was in strong contrast to his 
unpopularity amongst a large section of his own country- 
men on account of his supposed share in the Treaty of 
Berlin. The Russians could not or would not realise 
the necessities of the situation which compelled the 
abandonment of what they considered their rights as 
victors in the field ; and the whole blame of the con- 
cessions, necessitated by causes with which Schouv&lofi 
had nothing whatever to do, was thrown upon him. 
That he felt this injustice acutely, those who knew him 
best could testify, but he thought also that he had not 
the right to defend himself, and he suffered in silence. 

One, at least, of his critics, Prince Meshch^rsky, had 
the grace publicly to recant his former opinion, and 
with a frankness that did him honour. After recalling 
the deceased statesman's exceptional good looks, and 
mental capacity, and sketching rapidly his remarkable 
career. Prince Meshch^rsky declared his beUef that at 
the Berlin Congress SchouvdloS did Russia the greatest 
service in maintaining her interests as well as those of 
the Balkan nationalities ; and ended by saying : — 

" Ten years more and all will be of this opinion. Mean- 
while, before the open coffin of this great Russian statesman, 
I feel it to be a debt to conscience and truth to give him his 
due, and acknowledge as wise what ten years ago I was ready, 
like the rest, to call treason to Russian interests." 

The prophecy vras not fulfilled, but in 1917 Militiikoff 
made the significant statement reproduced on p. xv of 
this book. 

The mortal remains of my friend were removed by 
road to V&ftemiaki, for interment in the village church- 
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}rard there. By eleven o'clock, the hour named for 
removing the body, the house at tiie comer of Milli6nnaya 
Street, facing the Preobra]6nsky barracks, vras thronged 
with all that was most distinguished in St. Petersbuig 
society, including nearly every adult member of the 
Imperial family. 

The Tsar then arrived, accompanied by the Tsarina 
and the Tsar£vich, and entered the house, where a short 
service was held. That ended, after gazing for some 
moments at the well-known face, crossing themselves and 
offering their condolences to the family, they followed 
the cojfin downstairs to the hearse, then departed. 

The pall-bearers included Paul Schouv&lofi, the old 
Grand Duke Michael Nicholaivich and his eldest son 
Nicholas Michailovich,^ and the coffin was covered with 
flowers, amongst which were wreaths from the Prince of 
Wales, Lord Derby, and Sir Robert Morier. 

At half-past eleven the cortege started, the hearse 
being followed by the members of the f anuly and many 
distinguished friends of the deceased on foot. Next 
came the Paul Regiment, in full strength, followed by 
the Gardes-i-cheval, the deceased's old regiment, two 
batteries of Horse Artillery, and a long line of carriages, 
the entire procession extending over a mile in length. 
The route taken was over the Trinity Bridge to the 
'Trinity Chturch, where another service was held, and 
military honours were rendered to the deceased by the 
troops, who then returned, the hearse and the immediate 
relatives and friends continuing their journey to V&rte- 
miaki. 

Strange obsequies for a " traitor to his country 1 '' 

On reaching the lane leading up to the little country 
church the coffin was taken from the hearse and carried 
the rest of the way by the keepers and foresters of the 

^ This Grand duke went out of his way to show sympathy with me 
in my heavy loss. He was a man of culture and literary attainments. 
He has now been brutally murdered by the Bolsheviks. 



J 
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estate, the men I had shot with these ten years, grqr- 
beards who had themselves been serfs, and younger men, 
the sons of serfs. Count Paul with tears gUsteniag in 
his kindly eyes turned to me and said " that is what he 
would have wished, Ivdn Iv&novich«'' I nodded assent, 
too greatly moved to speak, and at the churchyard gate 
we lent a hand oiurselves. The tall birches drooped over- 
head, each branch and twig outlined in snow. The priests 
chanted, deep-voiced, receiving us; we deposited the 
coffin— -open, as usual in Russia — ^in the church ; there 
was a short service, and we all drove back to town, I 
with the Stackelbergs. 

Next day, the 26th, with the old Grand Duke Micliad 
and others. Count Vdrontsofi-Dashkofi, P61ovtseff , and the 
many members of the family I drove up again the 20 miles 
to attend the funeral service and burial in the churchyard 
at V&rtemiaki. Before the coffin was closed all present 
in turn stepped up and kissed the face or the hand of 
the dead man who lay there in his general's uniform, 
with waxen features — the body being embalmed — that 
had recovered all their nobility and beauty in death. 
Then the inner metal casing was soldered — a long and 
painful process for the stricken relatives and friends— and 
the lid screwed down on the oaken shell. We carried 
him out again and lowered him into his grave, threw, 
each, a Uttle earth upon the coffin, and all was over. 

Meantime the Hdtioe Vrimya which had at first main- 
tained a grim silence came out with a virulent attack, 
in which were repeated all the old calumnies. 

The feelings of the family at this outrage may be 
imagined. On the 27th Princess Bari&tinsky (I^ellie), 
Schouvilofi's step-daughter, went ofi to Gatchina, and 
asked to see the Emperor, but he had or pretended to 
have, a pressing engagement. The Empress, however, 
was dressing to come to town, so it was arranged that 
the Princess should wait at the station, her Majesty being 
informed meantime of her presence. When the Impress 



RUSSIA IN THE 'EIGHTIES ' 425 

arrived she asked her to go back with her to town and 
talk matters over ; so they had a whole hour together 
in the train ; the Princess* so she told me, cried a little 
and the Empress was very kind and promised to speak 
to her husband, sajong '' I am the more ready to do so 
because he is already disposed that way. He has said 
that it is a great shame, adding that your step-father 
behaved nobly, never attempting to defend himself, nor 
engaging in any intrigues/' 

That night General Cher^vin came to the house, half- 
drunk as usual, after dining at the rich Nechdyeff- 
Maltsofi's, and said that all was made right The Ntfvoc 
Vtimya — ^hiccup — was to get a "warning" next day 
and an article had been written by Count Lamsdorff — 
hiccup— of the Foreign Office, to be placed in the Official 
Messenger. " It is very badly written — ^hiccup — ^but 
no matter ! " * 

The article duly appeared, on the ist April. It ex- 
plained that the attacks of the Slavophil Press on the 
late Count had excited great indignation in many circles 
including the highest. The Russian Government, there- 
fore, now took the very exceptional course of publishing 
in the Official Messenger a note which, though necessarily 
guarded in tone, might be accepted as a sufficient reply 
to the insinuations of men who were themselves the chief 
enemies of Eturopean peace. 

It was not the moment, we were told, to throw fresh 
hght on the Berlin Treaty and the events from which 
it resulted ; but, after condemning the haste and partiality 
of those newspaper critics whose judgments were not 
only based upon imperfect knowledge, but were also 
by no means free from pirejudice, the article pointed out 
the extremely difficult and delicate problem which Count 

* GeQeral CherMn was a great peiBOiial friend of the Empeior and 
as chief d the ohhwdna responsilJe for his safety. He was a lovable 
man in spite of his unfortunate propensity, which strange to say, did 
not aflect his very clear brain. 
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Schouv&loff had been called upon to solve. Witfaoot 
attempting to forestall the verdict of history, it might 
be stated categorically that the Russian Government, 
having the whole of the evidence at its disposal, deliber- 
ately rejected and condemned the theory that the deceased 
statesman had, wittingly or unwittingly, betrayed the 
interests of his country. 

" Count Schouv&lofi understood that to have maintained 
the Treaty of San Stefano in its integrity might have drawn 
Russia into fresh complications such as would have dis- 
astrously affected her future. He thought Russia had shed 
enough blood on behalf of her Eastern co-religionists, and that 
it would be unfair to lay the burden of fresh sacrifices on the 
Russian people, while no efforts could prevent the raising of 
those questions which followed naturally from the late war. 
He believed in a great future for Russia, and understood the 
full weight of the responsibility which might fall upon him ; 
but, like a true patriot, he felt that no personal considerations 
justified his refusing the ungrateful mission. 

" Similarly, to the day of his death, he treated accusations 
made against him with unalterable calmness, resulting from 
a sense of duty fulfilled. Until full details are forthcoming 
only the protocols of the Treaty of Berlin can furnish in some 
degree the materials for judging Count Schouv&lofE's work 
at large. These protocols show with what warmth and 
dignity he defended Russian interests." 

It was a poor defence — ^in sober truth a cowardly one ; 
but Schouv&lofi's part in the Berlin Treaty could only 
be defended by putting the blame on the right shoulders 
and that no one dared to do t However, the time may 
yet come when a more complete vindication of his conduct 
will be possible. 

My friend being dead I gave up shooting and before 
very long abandoned, too, the career of journalist, in 
spite of a certain offer the refusal of which brought 
characteristically strong language to the lips of my 
friend Sir Robert, who had exerted himself to an un- 
conunon degree in my behalf. But, he soon forgave 
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me and continued to treat me with marked kindness 
so long as he remained ambassador in St. Petersburg. 
Thus, in 1893, when an attack of influenza had put my 
life in danger he sent on by hand the following character- 
istically warm-hearted note : 

Dear Baddeley, 

''Am most distressed at hearing you are so ill. Pray 
take a nurse. It's madness to do without — and take Sister 
Olga who nursed my poor boy, and is the best nurse and 
nicest woman in the world I enclose her address. 

Yours, 

R. B. MORIER." 

P.S. [in pencil]. Let her know that it is 7 who want her 
to come to you. 

As soon as I could move I set out for Venice, and Sir 
Robert, of his own kindly thought, sent me a Queen's 
Messenger's passport with a made-up bag of despatches 
for his colleague in Vienna, to save trouble at the 
frontier.^ Aehrenthal, the ** arch- villain," then Austro- 
Hungarian ambassador in St. Petersbturg, also gave me a 
recommendation to the railway and customs officials of 
his own country, so that I travelled in peace and in 
comfort. 

Of a truth, in the course of my fairly long life I have 
received much kindness from many people, more, far 
more, than I can possibly have deserved, and it is above 
all with the idea of acknowledging this fact, in some 
degree and in regard to certain persons, that I have, not 
unrductantly, put together this record of my tife in 

Russia in the 'Eighties." 

^ Letter end paasport are before me as I write. 



« 
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where sound, the banks beneath the snow treacherous 
and difficult. 

We cross without accident, and are soon breasting the 
hills again, to reach the church-yard gate at Vdrtemiaki 
just as the bells cease ringing their matin-call to prayer. 
There, on our right, is my friend's grave with its white 
marble cross inside the wrought-iron railing. The taU 
birches droop over it ; in their branches a flock of bull- 
finches, gorgeous-breasted, whet their beaks, and utt^ 
plaintive notes. We stack our ski in the porch, un-cap, 
and enter the Orthodox Chturch — three men of foreign 
birth and aUen Faith, clad in brown leather from head 
to foot, with frosted brows and idded moustachios. 

The deep-voiced, bearded priest knows me from of 
old and with a glance of friendly recognition goes on with 
the service. Congregation there is none, save two or 
three old peasant-women, the verger and an acolyte. 

The last amtn intoned, we look about the church — the 
family church of the Schouv&lofb. We admire the rich 
eikons, the marble tombs. Half sunk in one comer is 
that beautiful one erected by Count Paul over the remains 
of his first wife — ^now he lies there beside her ! Outside, 
a httle later, we gaze in awed silence at the fire-new 
mausoleum wherein are the remains of their only son, 
assassinated by the revolutionaries at Odessa in the 
troublous days of 1906. Poor P&vel P&vlovich I he was 
the first person introduced to me on my arrival in St. 
Petersburg; we had been companions very frequently 
since ; never unfriends, yet never quite friends. He was 
from childhood grave, upright, loyal — a model of virtue, 
I believe — but to me never sympathetic. He did his 
duty unflinchingly, as he saw it, and died a cruel death — 
God rest his soul in peace 1 

I lingered a few moments, bare-headed, beside my 
friend's grave, while memories thronged. I saw once 
more the rough keepers and woodmen bear in the coffin ; 
I saw again the tears glisten in the kindly, humorous 
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eyes of Count Paul and heard his low-voiced " That's 
^what he would have wished, Iv&n Iv&novich/' 

I greeted the dead man silently. ..." Is it well with 
you, old friend ? " and standing there I felt that it must 
be well ; for, whatever the dross, the pure gold of that 
fine and friendly natture must far, far outweigh it. And 
I knew that if the dead can see he must rejoice at this 
visit from Iv&n Iv&novich; a smile surely must have 
lit his face as he saw me come speeding over the snow 
this wintry morning — ^for once, at least, no " lazy log " — 
to the sound of the matin-bells . . . but hark! again 
the long-drawn shout, far-off this time, " c-o-m-e o-n ..." 
my companions are already at the foot of the hill. 

I motion a last adieu with left hand, cram cap on head 
with right, launch downwards, and, leaping perilously 
the frozen road, reach the bottom at a speed of twenty 
miles an hour. 

My friends know well that I am in no mood for chatter. 
I keep behind them all the way home, sad and glad — sad 
for " the days that are no more " ; glad in the conscious- 
ness of a great possession — the memory of a very perfect 
friendship. 
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Afghan pundit, a spurious, 46. 
See Bungaloo-chim-watty-peg. 

Afghan War, the, 49. 

A fence Russe, the, 113. 

AUhrobales, Abaris, 14 n. 



Akhal Tekkes, Torkoman tribe. 
121. 

Ak Robat, occnpled by Russia, 
215. 

Aksikoff, Ivan Scr gi ^ vi cfa, and 
absolute monarchy, 109 ; iaith- 
fol to Slav cause, 133 ; makts 
excuses for Prince Alexander, 
257 ; death and career, 375. 

Akstatt, 315. 

Ak-tepi, occupied by Russia, 215. 

Albedinsky. and the Metropolitan. 
85 ; recommended by Schouvi- 
loff, X75. 

Albino birds, John BCarshall's 
collection at Taunton, 379 n. 

Alder, 326. 

Alexander I., of Russia, 312. 

Alexander II., weekly review. 14 : 
assassination, 15 ; belief in 
Bismarck, 29; brotiier. 39; 
187^ crisis, 49 M. ; tweaty-fiftfa 
anmversary, 59; coolztess Id 
Palace explosion, 60-1 ; iaith. 
in WiUiam I., 66-7 ; two 
attempts against, on the nil- 
wa3rs, 67 and n, ; offended witii 
France, ib. ; anniversary cele- 
brated with enthusiasm* 68: 
haughty speech to Chinese 
envoy, 89 ; notwithstanding. 

g'ves way, ib. ; toasts Genuan 
mperor, 90 ; his re-marriage 
ib. ; and assassination, 105-7 
lying in state, X09 ; funeral, ib. 
imposed upon with trai^wd 
animals, 157 ; an incident, 158 ; 
Mouravi6ff, 167 ; Karakomfi. 
167 ». ; succeeds Nicholas and 
goes to the Crimea, 172; 
greets the defenders of Sevas- 
topol, 172 It. ; infatuation for 
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the Ydrievskaya," 173 ; asks 
for 1} miUioiis extra, 175 ; 
warlike mood, 178 ; Berezdv- 
sky's attempt, 365 ; farther 
ejcperiences in P&ris, 366 ; gets 
Bismarck to summon Berlin 
Congress, 368 ; and Todleben, 
369; his blander in regard to 
Gortchak6ff, 370; and Tom 
liichell, 392-3 ; used a pencil 
" varnished," 405. 

Alexander III., accession, 107 ; 
early policy, ib. ; reasserts 
autocratic power, 1x3 and n; 
at Moscow, 116; receives 
Sk6beleff in Kremlin, ib. ; 
meets William I. at Dantsic, 
117; decides for peace, 127; 
on fall of the rouble, 1 79 ; views 
during Penjdeh crisis, 220 ; re- 
jects arbitration, 221 ; agrees to 
a sham arbitration, 222 ; hon- 
ours General Komar6ff, 224 ; 
resents inquisitiveness of at- 
tachte, 229 ; " what use are 
onrs ? " ib.; visit to Finland, 
230; personal enmity towards 
Alexander of Battenberg, 258 ; 
his reply to " the fatal tele- 
gram, 282 ; views on Bul- 
garia, 295 ; at Fredensborg, 
380 ; his policy remains peace- 
ful, 381 ; an autocrat, 383 ; 
interview with Bismarck over 
forged documents, 384; sends 
Bismarck the full dossier, 385 ; 
his views on Battenberg mar- 
riage, 397 ; a matter of indiffer- 
ence to him, 405 ; why he hated 
Battenberg, 407 ; his ph3rsical 
strength, 417. 

Alexander of Battenberg, visits 
St. Petersburg, 60; Eastern 
Roumelia, 256 and n. ; 
struck ofE Russian Army list, 
258; his alleged speech, 259: 
resignation or deposition ? 
260 ; denies speeches, 261 ; 
defeats Serbians, 262 ; proposed 
reconciliation, 267 ; a p<n>alar 
hero, 268 ; Russia repudiates 
him, 270 ; rumours of mar- 
riage, ib, ; recocnised by the 
F6rte, 278; ki<uiapped, 280; 
his letnm in triumph, 281 ; 
sends off the fatal telegram. 



282; abdicates and leaves 
Bulgaria for ever, 283 ; de- 
rived of title "Altesse" at 
Berlin, 289; promises to re- 
turn, 318; described bv his 
father, 406 ; cat imbicile lik, 
407 ; his parentage, 40J n. 

Alexander of Hesse, visits St. 
Petersburg, 60 ; the fatal tde- 
gram, 281 n,\ describes his son 
as " a Prussian lieutenant with- 
out a kreuzer," 406 ; morgana- 
tic marriage and family, 407 fi. 

Alexander Nevsky at Vsiach, 
166 n. 

Alexander Nevsky Monastery, 
secret meat stores, 85. 

Alexandra Fe6dorovna, wife of 
Nicholas I., 408 ; Schouv&loff's 
calves, 409. 

Alexandria, bombardment of, 131. 

Alexandrovsk, attempt on Tsv's 
life, 67 M., 89. 

Alexandrovsld iron works, 99 n, 

Alexei, Grand-duke, 360. 

Alexis, Grand-duke, special lun- 
cheon for, 197 ; at an elk- 
chasse, 293. 

Alfonso .XII., funeral of, 264. 

Alikh&noff, Major, reaches Merv, 
193 : Morier's mention of, 321. 

Alliance Fratia>-/2t«5Stf propaganda, 
299. 

All-souls' day, bacchanalia, 169. 

Alma, battle of the, 173. 

AlfHonach de Gotha, tiie Pappen- 
heims, 205 n, 

American colony in St. Peters- 
burg, 34. 

American ploughs, camels for, 
296. 

Amoor, r., 150. 

Amu Daria, r. (Oxus.), 94. 

Anderson, Henry, banker, 344. 

Andersons, the, of St. Petersburg, 
10. 

Andrassy, Count, Hunnuian 
statesman, 118; at Berlin 
Congress, 372. 

Andrti, head-keeper at V&rte- 
miaki, 241 ; partiality for P&vel 
P&vlovich, 241-2. 

Andromeda, a ^ant, 335. 

Anecdotes of— DisraeU, 26 ; Queen 
Victoria, 27; John Hughes, 
40 ; Pl&ton, 84-5 ; Sarah Bern- 
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hMTdt, ii8; General Gort- 
cbak6ff, 170-t ; Nicholas I., 
178; Lord Derby, 181; Bea- 
consfield, i8t ». ; Ddioff, 191 
n. I Lord Dnfferin, 203 ; Connt 
Pappenheim, 205 ; Gladstone, 
222 ; Count Flessen, 229 ; 
Baron Jomini, 262 ; Dnke of 
Wellington, 269 ; Qneen Isa- 
bella, %b, ; Connt Pahlen, 284 ; 
Schweinitz, 284 ; Talleyrand, 
290 ; Hungarian " in the 
Stephanplatz," ib. ; Schweinitz, 
292 ; Bismarck, 307 ; Lord 
Derby, 307 ; Dr. Evans, 308 ; 
Rachel and Mario, 351 ; Lord 
Dudley, 352 ; Adlerberg, 361 ; 
Beaconsfidd, 372 ; P61ovtseff, 
374 ; Mohrenheim. 376 ; Prince 
Gcnrtchak6ff, 377 ; Ferdinand 
of Bulgaria, 391 ; Emperor 
Frederick, 406 ; William II., 
406 ; Empress of Russia, Alex- 
ander II.'s wife, 407 ; Bis- 
marck, 41 1-2; Sir R. Morier, 

417- 
Anemones, white, 225. 

Anlchkoff Palace, residence of the 
Tsar6vich, 105 ; Garter cere- 
mony, 109. 

Anise seed, 358. 

Anna KarhUna, Tolstoy's, 302. 

Anne, Empress, 77. 

Annual Register, 218 m, 306 ». 

Aoul (village), 183. 

Appert, General, French Ambas- 
^idor recalled, 276. 

Appert, Madame, and the Empress 
Marie, 276. 

Ararat, Mount, vineyard near, 
314 ; sham vintages, 315. 

Archangel, 150. 

Archangel road, an old acquain- 
tance of the, 2^7. 

Argyle, Duke of, Mervous," 197. 

Armenians posing as Khevsours, 

415. 
Armitstead, Mr., afterwards Lord, 

165 and ». 
Armour-plating, invention of, 39. 
Army and mihtia reserves caUed 

up in 1885, 215. 
Aafaley Coombe, incident at, 129- 

X30- 
Askhabad, t., 193, 194. 

Askwith, General, 134. 



Aspens, 326, 378. 

A^xirate in Russian, no 
291 ; confusion of namfgi, «5. 

Astashdfi, General, 10; owns 
Siberian gold-mine, 31, 284; 
and Harraka Clnb, 344 ; pro- 
ceedings, 345. 

Atfaanasti, a huntsman, 378. 

Athens, street named after Ed- 
ward Law, 44. 

Atrek district, 129. 

Austria, Hungarian rebeUicm of 
1848, ii8n. ; campaign in 
Herzegovina, 122 ; Russia's 
enemy, 128 ; the Balkan penin- 
sula, 161 : and King Milan, 
261 ; threatens Bulgaria, 263 ; 
good relations with Russia, 
265 ; guided by Berlin, 319 ; 
designs on Bosnia, 369 ; irri- 
tated by San StdEano treaty. 

372. 
Austrians, compared favourabty 

with Germans, 33. 
Autocratic power, reasserted. 1 13 ; 

twenty-five years' undisturb^ 

114. 
Avignon, Napoleon I. incident. 

363 «. 

B. 

Baba Yagd, Ogress, 3x3. 

Bachiocco, Corsican in Napdeon 
III.'s service, 363. 

Bachm&noff, General, Scfaonv&- 
loff's agent, 164 ; Alexander 
II.'s infatuation, 173. 

Badakshan, Afghan province, 51. 

Baddeley, Capt. J. F. L., author's 
father, in tiie Crimea, i ; early 
death, ib, 

Baddeley, J. F. (the antfaor), 
birth and family, 1-2 ; visit to 
Russia with Count Schouviloff, 
3 ; some talks on the journey, 
4-5 ; first impressions ot Russia, 
6-8 ; picking up the language, 
9 ; receives familiar name of 
Iv&n Iv&novich, 10 ; shooting 
expeditions, lo-i ; sledges and 
skts, X2-3 ; attends ratudd, 14 ; 
visits Moscow, 15 ; disposes 
of a charge against England, 
16; begins to study Russian 
in earnest, 16-8 ; under sus- 
picion, 19; association with 
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students, ib. ; visits Samtoi, 
the Don and Crimea, 20 ; returns 
to London, 21 ; a iatefol 
legacy, ib, ; Schouv^off again, 
22 ; proposal to become 
correspondent in Rnnia, 23 ; 
the Ttmes, ib. ; interview with 
Mudford, ib, ; appointed Stan- 
dard correspondent, 24 ; starts 
ior Russia, 25 ; meets Schou- 
'^^off in Berhn, ib. ; talks on 
the joumev, 26-9 ; Count 
Khrept6vich s gossip, 27 ; des- 
cribes Russian Soaety on ar- 
rival, 30-2 ; the British Em- 
bassy, 32 ; Attach^ and 
Queen's Messengers, 35-7 ; re- 
lations with John Hu^es, 39- 
40 ; his colleagues on the Pr^, 
41-4 ; sketches of Edward Fitz- 
gerald Law, Dr. E. J. Dillon, 
43-7 ; first days in St. Peters- 
burg, 50 ; seeks to accoznpany 
General Sk6belefi in Tekke 
campaign, 53 ; a refusal, 54 ; 
adventure in a Nihilist h^ul- 
quarters, 55-9 ; obtains first 
copy of the Loris M6Iikoff ukase, 
63 ; the Standard's priority, 64 ; 
Alexander IL's twenty-fifth 
anniversary, 68-9 ; adopts a 
secret code, 72 ; resultant coups, 
73 ; what the milkman said, 
74 ; shooting and fishing. 75 ; 
joins the Harraka Qub, 76 ; a 
trip in Courland, 76-81 ; shoots 
a pike, 82 ; talks with Schou- 
vuofi, 84-5 ; on Siberian cok>ni- 
sation, 86 ; present at Nihilist 
trial, 89 ; bear-shooting, 91 ; 
a real English plunnpuddhig, 
ib. ; on the massacre of Geok 
Tepj^, 96 n. ; a bear-hunting 
eacpedition, 98-X04 ; Alexan- 
der's assassination, 106 ; on 
the new Emperor, 107 ; at the 
Tsar's funeral, 109 ; a rumoured 
Constitution, 11 1-3; trial of 
the regicides, 11 4-5; receives 
copy of the Russo-Chinese 
Treaty, 1x6-7 ; a dinner at 
Donon's, 1x7 ; Madame Sarah 
Bemhardt's visit, xi8 ; reports 
General Sk6beleff's speeches, 
I2X-2 ; Sk6belefi on the Teuton 
and the Slav, 123-4; notifies 



Russo-Persian treaty, X29 ; 
home on leave, 129-130; on 
Sk6beleff'8 death, X3X ; obtains 
removal of the Standard from 
the Index, 132 ; reviews Yav6r- 
sky's Afghan Mission, ib. ; 
elk-shooting at Ostram&nsha, 
137-8 ; a record double, 139 ; 
on tracking, 142-5 ; wolves in 
Russia, 146-9; a rule of the 
road, 150-X ; lynxes, X52 ; a 
dog story, ib. ; a dose thing 
with a bear, 153 ; photograph- 
ing a bear, 154 ; we " honey- 
lover," 156; tiie bear's appetite, 
157 ; a puzzle for the sub- 
editor, 160 ; the Emperor's 
coronation, 161 ; Standard re- 
news engagement, ib. ; royal 
treatment of the Press at 
Moscow, 162 ; with Count 
Sdiouv&lofi at Usvi&t, 163-83 ; 
interview with Dmitri Tolstdy, 
185-9 ; a second interview; 
189; an unpublished sketch 
of that minister, 190-3 ; Nechi- 
yefi the first Terrorist, X94-6; 
the submission of the Turko- 
mans, 198-9 ; the Three Em- < 
perors' agreement, 20X and n. ; 
clever ' men tell most, 203-4 '» 
on Penjdeh question, 209-22 ; 
" after all, Gladstone is in 
power," 2x7 ; on Gladstone's 
astute move, 222-3 '» ^ forecast 
fulfilled, 224-5 ; a delicate mat- 
ter, 227 ; visit to Finland, 230 ; 
a bird-nesting adventure, 23 x- 
3 ; on birds, 235-9 ; caper- 
odlzie-stalking, 240-5 ; black- 
game and " capers," 246 ; " an 
old friend " of the road, 247 ; 
after wild duck, 249-50 ; snipe 
and woodcock, 252-3 ; the 
Yukki 5M-ing Club, 253-4; 
caught in a bog, 255 ; the 
Bulgarian imbrog^o, 256-9 ; a 
marvellous star-&ower, 263-4 ' 
first meeting with Sir Robort 
Morier, 266 ; on Aks^Ucofi's 
career, 275 ; a talk with Dillon, 
277 ; a visit to the Crimea, 
277-8 ; Alexander of Bulgaria, 
280-2 ; some shooting stories, 
284 ; shooting suffers when the 
Grand-dukes come, 286; a 
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telegraiii from Madlocd, 290; 
contradicts war mmouis, 291 ; 
mmouned attempt on the Tsar, 
297 ; news reaches de Giers 
from the Standturd, 298; Sir 
R. Morier on the achievement, 
i6. ; takes Sir Robert to stalk 
capercailzie, 299 ; in Courland 
with SchonvAloff, 303-5 ; some 
8choiiv4k>ff anecdotes, 308 ; 
queer lawn-tennis, 310; the 
''Radstock" type. 311; elk- 
shooting, 312-^ ; Ferdinand of 
Cobnrg, 3x7 ; ^' giving Bulgaria 
to Russia like giving a hedgehog 
to a do^," 320 ; talks with Sir 
R. Moner, 320-2 ; fishing at 
Harraka, 326-34 ; gambling in 
salmon hauls, 347-8 ; those 
slippery salmon, 349 ; in Vor6- 
nej with Schouv^loff, 351 ; 
gossip and some sport, 
352-68, 369-78 ; Lord Randolph 
Churchill's visit, 390; Tom 
Michell and the Tsar, 39^-3; 
escort to Mary Moore, 394 ; 
a search for a doctor, tb. ; 
Emperor Frederick's iUness, 
398 ; a hint that " interesting 
events may take place," 399; 
Mttdford's want of appreciation, 
ib, ; " the only man who has 
been right all throu|;h," 400 ; 
" editors are made hke tliat," 
40X ; William II. and the Tsar, 
401-2 ; last visit to Ruhenthal, 
403; early rising, 404; var- 
ni^iing pencil notes, 405 ; Em- 
press Victoria and Emperor 
Frederick, a scene, 406; Wil- 
Ham II. and " English sheep," 
ib, ; the last shoot with Schou- 
v^off, 409-10 ; at Salven with 
Herbert Bismarck, 410 m. ; a 
story of Bismarck p^e, 41 1-2 ; 
visit to the Caucasus, 413 ; 
Arthtir Hardinge, Charles Eliot 
and others, 414 ; sham " Cru- 
saders," 415 ; the best of land- 
ladies, 416; Lasld's dinners, 417; 
Archduke Rudolph's death, 419 ; 
Hardinge's story, 420 ; " noth- 
ing big about Ferdinand but his 
nose," ib. ; death of Count 
Schouv&loff, 421 ; the funeral, 
422-4 ; gives up journalism. 



426 : illness and leaves Roasia. 

427; V&rtemiald, nineteen years 

later, 430. 
Baddeley, Bto., author's mother, 

ho: friends and sympathies, 1-2. 
Baddeley. W. St. Clair. Ckmy and 

ChianH, 230 ; at Harraka, 328 

&«. 
Badger-hunting. 8x; 
" Bag," notable. " a woodcock, a 

hare, and a man," 378. 
Baibdk, marmot. 356. 
Baid&r, in Crimea, 278. 
Bakhchesarai, in Crimea. 172 n. 
Baku, oil conference. 277. 
Balaclava visited, 278. 
Balk. Admiral, pro-English. 278. 
Balkan peninsula, Austria in« 

x6i ; Bucharest Treaty and 

peace, 276. 
Baltic Ftovinces, a Russian esdior- 

tation, 76 ; hospitality. 404 and 

fi. See Courland, Kohl, Rufaeu- 

thai, Salven. 
Baptism by force, 84. 
Bar, bear, 1030. 
Bir, Baron, v., 404. 
Bartooff, Capt., the new Prelect, 

no; at Nijni banquet. 301; 

" the scMrt of man he is," 391. 
Bari&tinaky family, the, 31 and «. 
Baridtinsky, Princess (Nellie), 

Schouvwff's step-daughter. 31 

II ; and the Empress. 424-5. 
Barley, 312. 
Bashkir, a rich, 20. 
Bashkirs and a Constitution. 189- 
Batoum. in Berlin Treaty. 279; 

Beaconsfield's description. 280 ; 

the " free-port " deceit. 307 ; 

Gortchak6fi and Beaooiis6ei(l 

371- 
Bavaria, Bismarck's view of. 206. 

Baxter. W., BtiHsh Pkaenoga$mtm 
Botany, 337 «. 

Bayle's protest, 58 and n. 

Baxaine, Marshsd, his allegatioa 
against Morier, 418. 

Beaconsfield, Lord, unpopular in 
Russia, 19 ; SchonvUoff's anec- , 
dotes, 26 ; letter to Lady Ches- 
terfield, 26 K. ; his likmg for I 
" Schou," 27 n. ; brings Indian j 
troops to Malta. 49; funeral 
at Hughenden, x 16 ; charge is 
G6hs, 180 n. ; refnted by Sir 
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Philip Rose, ib. ; Batoam, 279- 
80 ; letters to Lady Bradford, 
a6 ft., z8o n., 305 «., 368 n. ; 
collapse oi Russian army, 368 n. 
, at V^trtemiald, 75 ; locating, 
102 ; bear " owners/' a busi- 
ness, ib, ; tracks, 143 ; an angry 
bear, 153 ; hibernating, 155 ; 
prominence in folk-lore, 156; 
superstitions about, 157; and 
beies on old map, ib. ; bear- 
baiting, ib. ; Alexander and the 
" dancing bear," 158 ; Schouv4- 
loflF, 393. 

Searberry, 251. 

Bear-cubs, curious freaks, 155. 

Sear restaurant, at St. Peters- 
burg, 55. 

Beaulieu, M. Anatole Leroy, visits 
Russia, 74 ; his article cut out 
by censor, 75. 

Seanmont, Capt., R.N. (now 
Admiral Sir Lewis), 35. 

Bee-eater, the, 239. 

Beet (to beat), 9. 

" Believers," that is Pashko- 
vites, 71. See Radstockists. 

Benckendorff, Constantine, Gen- 
eral's nephew, 87 n. ; the late 
Ambassador in London, ib. 

Benckendorff, General Alexander 
Chri8tof6rovich, treatment of 
Pushkin, 87 n. 

Beniamin Disraeli, Life of. See 
G. £. Buckle. 

Berdan, Mr., his two daughters, 
40811. 

Berdan rifle, the, Russian army, 

293- 
B4reg, a new " ofiBdous " journal, 

70. 
Bhlghis, meaning of, 2. 
Bere£6v, 137 n. 
Beres6vsky (a Pole), attempt on 

the Tsar, 364 and n. ; nearly 

acquitted, 365. 
Bergmann and the Crown Prince 

Frederick's illness, 313. 
Berlin : .Congress, 3 ; convened by 

Bismarck, 368 ; offended at 

Franco-Russian demonstration, 

301 ; Tsar and Emperor meet, 

384. 
Berldgas, lairs, meaning of, 103 and 

n.\ 153. 
Bernhardt, Sarah, her reception 



in St. Petersburg, 118; at 
Odessa, ib. 
" Berryless bog," 247 ; explained, 

Besanfon, Napoleon I. incident, 

*.363. 

Beust, Count, Austrian Ambassa- 
dor in London, 4 n. 

Bez&k, succeeds Mouravi6ff in 
Poland, 168. 

BeMobrdenayu iiesncid (shameful 
crowding), 357. 

Beiydgodnoye boMo, berryless bog, 
247. 

Biela's comet, 263 ; splendid star- 
shower, ib. 

Blelogori, rest station, 373. 

BiHo-kdmennaya, epithet applied 
to Moscow, 1611. 

Bilb6soff, of the G6I06. 180 and n. 

Bilberry, 251, 312. 

Billot, General, and de Freycinet, 
276. 

Birch-bark for fires, 240. 

Birches, white, 3x2 ; in the 
autumn, 326; {rarity of their 
bark, 336 ; their utility and 
l>«anty, 337. 

Bird-nesting, an adventure, 23X-3. 

Birds, game and others. See 
Chap. XI. 

Biren. See Biron. 

Bifi^k, Little Russian for wolf, 

358. 

Biron, Duke of Courland, exUed 
by Elizabeth, 77 and n. ; re- 
stored by Catherine II., 78 ; 
dies at Mitau, ib. 

Biron family, the famous, 77 n. 

Birdehi, hexald, 358. 

Bismarck, Prhice, visited by 
Schouv^doff, 3 ; at Varrin, 25 ; 
his pencil, 28 ; good terms with 
Russia, 29 ; Schouv^ilofi's con- 
fidence in, 66 ; not interested 
in Armenia, xi6; annoyed, 
117 n. ; and the Kulturkampf, 
X27 ; enemy of England, 212 ; 
proposes a reconciliation with 
Alexander of Battenberg, 267 ; 
opposes Battenberg marriage, 
270 ; approves of Salisbury and 
Rosebory, 274 ; his rage, 282-3 ; 
honesty m politics, 307; England 
and horse-racing, 307 and n. ; 
arrested in St. Petersburg, 367 ; 
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his condition preliminary to 
the Congress, 368; invests in 
Rnssian funds and sdls oat. 
ib. ; promise and retractation, 
370 ; changed views on Poland, 
373; inspires Kalnoky, 380; 
his difficulties, 381-2 ; threatens 
to resign, 397 ; Emperor Fred- 
crick's death. 398 ; the new 
Emperor's visiC 401 ; what 
mig^t have happened, 402 ; 
" raging," 405 ; mdifierence to 
Bnl^oia, 406 ; his advice to 
Alexander of Battenberg, 407 ; 
diftlikfwl Alexander as a Fole, 
ib, ; once Prussian fifinister in 
St. Petersburg, 411 ; the story 
of nickevd, ib. 

Bismarck, Count Herbert, and 
Bulgarian deputation, 288 ; 
Paul Schouvaioff, ib. ; the 
Invalids article, 389; on the 
^jni banquet, 391 ; visits 
Salven, 412 ; on the nichevd 
story, ib. 

Bittern, 164. 

Blackbird, 235. 

Kack-cap, 235. 

Black-cocks, and my-hens, 145. 

Black-game, in the snow, 143 ; 
decoys, 245 ; combats, 246 ; 
autumn, 247; chance coviey, 
251. 

Black-heads, the, 76 n. Sss 
Schwarzen-H&upter. 

Black Sea, Russian fleet, 289. 

Bleichrdder, Berlin banker, and 
Bismarck, 368. 

Blowitz, de, Titnes Paris corres- 
pondent, 28 n. ; Versailles Re- 
vision, 202 n . ; Schouv&loff and 
Constantinople, 300. 

Blue rollers, crows, 81, 405. 

Boat, great, of the Finland 
peasants, 337. 

Bobrinsky family, the, 31 and 
n, 

B6brinsky, A. A., Schouv&loff's 
nephew, 176 ; at V4rtemiaki, 
203 ; Toksovo, 272. 

Bocal, glaa» drinking cup, 76. 

Bochum, Westphalia, 137 n. 

Bog-bean, 335. 

Bogs, peaty, grow berries, 255. 

Bogdandvich, General, at Nihilist 
trial, 114; permitted to leave 



service, 299; 
case, 375 : disgrace, 376. 

Bdfe dSmo, God's tree, 359. 

Boiskdya nudviddiisa (tiie Great 

Bear), 4. 
Bolsheviks, their feat, 362 n, : 
murder Grand-duke Nicholas 
Michailovich, 423. 

Borage, hock and claret cap, 36. 

Boqs^ese, Prince G., and Fer- 
dmand's humour, 391. 

Boris, a huntsman, 378. 

Borld, railway accident, 416. 

Bomemunde, and the Scliep(nng 
family. 310. 

Bortitsa, to hurry, 353 ». 

Borxoi, swift, 353 n. 

Borzois, wG^-hounds, 149; a 
champion, 353 ; cross-breeding 
with wolves, 353 and ». ; a tragic 
incident, ib. ; in leash, 373. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, annexa- 
tion, 33. 

Bot-fly, the, 311 «. S$e Elks, 

Botkin, Dr., treats the Empress^ 
174 ; his reputation made, 175 ; 
disgrace, ib. 

Boulangist fever, the, 382. 

Boulogne, Hdtel Chrlstol. 25. 

Bourbons, a class of army officer. 
186. 

Boutak6fl, Admiral, at Dantzic 
meeting, 117. 

Boyle, Mr. Frederick, expelled 
by Russians, 24 ; his works. 
24 n. 

Brackenbury, General Sir H.. and 
£. F. Law, 44. 

Bradford, Selina, Countess of. 
letters from Lord Beaoonsfield. 
26 «., 180 »., 305 n., 368 n. 

Bratiano, the Roumanian, con- 
fused with Beaconsfleld. 371. 

Breteuil, Marquis de, at St 
Petersburg, 390 ; special re- 
ception, 394 ; speech in French 
Chamber, 395- 

Bridges, to be avoided, 361. 

Brigands, in the Caucasus, 416. 

British Cabinet, a traitor in the, 
306 and n. 

British colony in Russia, of old 
date, 38 ; pleasant circles, ib. 

Brovi, eyebrows. 9. 

Brown, Dr. J. C, The Forest Lands 
of Finland, 326 n. 
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Bmnnow, Baron, said to have 
caused the Crimean War, 27. 

Bivce, John Annan, of Wauace 
brothers, 416. 

Bucharest, Treaty, restores peace 
in the Balkans, 276. 

Buck and doe, " a right and left " 
shot, 3x2. 

Buckingham, Capt., U.S.N. , naval 
attach^, 34 ; illness and search 
for a doctor, 394. 

Buckle, Mr. G. £., author of 
Lije of B&njamin Disraeli, com- 
ment on Beaconsfield and Ba- 
toum, 280 and n. ; work cited, 
5 «., 26 w., 27 n., 180 w., 305 «., 
306 «., 307 «.. 368 «., 377 «. 

B^tdockniki (" Wakets/' '^Char- 
lies "), their stupidity, 169. 

Buil4ni, of the Vladimir cycle, 
found among the Korehans, 
zoo. 

Buh (beech), 9. 

Bulgaria, and Eastern Roumelia, 
256 ; under the Berlin Treaty, 
256 n, ; changed views, 257 ; 
joins the Cential Powers, 257 n.\ 
mixed occupation, 258 ; war 
with Serbia, 261 ; British 
policy, 267 ; what England 
wanted, 268 ; deputation £rom, 
290 ; a pio-Russian conspiracy, 
294 ; " like a hedgehog to a 
dog," 320 ; disquietude caused 
by its ambiguous state, 395 ; 
the Synod at Sofia, 419 and n. ; 
revolution of 1876, 420. 

BuU-elk, in rutting season, 140. 

BuU-finches, gather round the 
camp fires, 237. 

" Bungaloo-chim-watty-peg," 46. 
See Dillon. 

Bunge, Finance Afinister, 175 ; 
Imperial Councillor, 289. 

Bifretom, " storm-break," up- 
rooted trees, 155. 

Burian, Austro-Hungarian agent, 

391. 
Bustards, great and little, 20, 

91 n.. 239, 352, 355, 358. 
Buzzards, 355. 
" Butcher," fly. 338. 
Butterflies, Emperors, etc., 166. 
Butter-wort, 335. 
B3n:on's Dan Jttan, Catherine 

characterised, 83. 



Cabbage soup, a good, 351. 

Cabinet proposed, iii ; a 
dent, »6. ; doubts cast on it, 
1x2. 

California, fruit in, 252. 

Callender (Q.M.), 284. 

Calliope, the, at Apia Bay, 35 ; 
Stevenson on, 35 n. 

Calthorpe, Capt., R.N. (now Ad- 
miral Sir Somerset Cough), 36 ; 
his first love, ib. 

CamberweU beauties, 3x2. 

Cambridge, Duke of, " why do 
you talk church ? " 307. 

Camels, draw sledges, 296 ; trou- 
sered and booted, ib. 

Camera, *' without any learning " 
Grand-ducal want, 197. 

Campo Sagrado, Spanish Am- 
bassador, 208 and n,, 272. 

Canadian canoe, a, on Finland 
waters, X40-1, 255. 

Canary seed, 358. 

Cannes, Schouv^off at, 25. 

Capercaiirie, ViLrtemiaki, 75 ; non- 
pairing, 91 fi. ; a chance shot, 
140 ; food under the snow, 
2^8 ; code of the woods, 240 ; 
his song, 242 ; in ecstasy hears 
nothmg, 243 ; and grey hens, 
246; shot over dogs, 247 ; 
Morier's first experience, 299 ; 
Salven, 314. 

Capote de monte, or poncho, 268. 

Caprivi and the German-Russian 
Treaty, 201 n. 

Camot, M. Sadi, French President, 
386. 

Carrion, for wolves, 291 and n. 

Camithers, Douglas, Unknown 
Mongolia, 36011. 

Carts, springless, 20. 

Caspian Sea, Russia's base, 53. 

Cassiopeia, star-shower, 263. 

Catherme I., Empress, the younger 
Rastrelli, 77. 

Catherine II. or the Great, Em- 
press, the Bdbrinsky family, 
3X ». ; amours, 83 ; avenues, 
163 ; Bilb^LSofi's Life, 180 m. 

Catherine, Grand-duchess, 15, 105. 

Catherine Canal, 105. 

Catherine street, 105 ; mined, 106, 

Cattle and horses, for ploughing, 
compared, 360. 
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CatUeyt, the, of Rvasia, lo. 

Caucasian bodyguaid. Emperor's, 
14 ; changes, 15. 

Cancasns, 21 ; a Viceroy of, 
38 n. ; closed to foreign goods, 
162 ; Russia's sacrifices, 183 ; 
visited, 413. 

Cavagnazi massacre, at Kabul, 51. 

Cavendish, Lord Frederick, and 
Mr. Burke, 130. 

Casalets, the, 234. 

Celtic race, its speciality, 39* 

CetU-gardes, the, 366. 

Central Asian question, the, 49; 
Russia's object, tb, 

Chalybes, the, 40. 

Cbamiab, 321. 

Champagne, from the Crimea, 
3x4 ; sweet, alas I 405. 

Chancellor, English navigator, 38. 

Chanzy, General, F^ranch Ambas- 
sador in Russia, 69. 

Charjui, Oxus crossing at, 53. 

" Charodeika" (Magician), a cham- 
pion borioi, 353. 

Chenery, Mr. Thos., Editor of the 
Times, 23. 

Cher6vin, General, 293 ; Tsar's 
body-guard, 413 ; " half-drunk 
as usual," 425 n. 

Cherkdsi Cossacks, 15 «.. 358 «. 

Cherkess, origin td Circassian, 15 
and n. ; garment, 15 n. 

ChernisheS-Kruglikoff, Countess, 

ChemoxUm, black earth, 353. 

ChertkdfE, Madame, 350-x. 

Chertk6vo, 374. 

ChervdtUsi, 3-rouble gold-pieces, 
266. 

Chesham House, Russian Embassy 
in London, 3. 

Chesm6, naval battle, 30. 

Chesm4, launch of, 277. 

Chest^eld, Countess of, 26 n. 

Chevaliers-gardes, a Russian corps, 
14 and n, ; Duke of Orleans, 394. 

China and Russia, strained rela- 
tions over Kuldja, 50 ; grave 
situation, 88-9 ; full satisfac- 
tion to former, 117. 

Chinese, massacred, 93. 

Cholera, epidemic on Lower Volga, 
93 ; Russian frenzy, ib. 

Chrestulescos, Roumanian Biin- 
ister, 262. 



i— ». 



s, unclaimed articles; 296. 
Chuiu;-how, Chinese envoy. Treaty 

of Livadia, 50 ; his punishment, 

88 ; pardon, 89. 
Church festivals, excessive nmn* 

ber, 40 ; apt xeduction, 41. 
Churchill, Lord Randolph, at 

St. Petersburg, 389; Ifarier, 

390 and n. ; Bismarck and 

Salisbury, ib. 
ChurchiU, Winston, Life of Lord 

RiuUMph ChurekiU, 390 «. 
Cimmerians, 40. 
Clark, Mr. Alick, bear-hunting, 

lOI. 

Cloudberry, 335. 

Chitterbuck, author of Thrso in 

Norway, 329. 
Coach, with four horses abceast, 

X64. 
" Cock of the woods," the, 340. 

See Capercailsie. 
Code, a secret, 72. 
Cold, effects of extreme, 136. 
Collins, Dr. S., 327 n. 
Cologne Gaeette and Sir R. Mmer, 

417-8. 
Communal svstem criticised, 182 ; 

relaxed, 103 fi. 
Compton, Lord William, after- 
wards Marquis of Northampton. 

bear-hunting, loi and fi. 
Connaught, Duke of, at Rawnl 

Pindi, 218. 
Consecration of a new house, 

ceremony, z8i. 
Conservatives in England, hostile 

to Russia, 194. 
Conspirators, Bulgarian, shot at 

Rustchuk, 294 ; Russian, caught 

with bombs aind hanged, 298 

andfi. 
Constantine, Grand-duke, invites 

John Hughes to Russia, 39. 
Constantinople, Jingo song, 2 ; 

Russia's chance of occupying, 

28 ; Ambassadors' conference, 

258 ; its abortive effects, 265 ; 

the Embassy at, 278 ; Blowitz's 

revelation about a Russian 

occupation, 300. 
Constitution, talk of a Russian, 

108. 
Corn-crake, 235. 
Correspondents, at St. Petersburg, 

23 ; not allowed with Turko- 
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expedition, 54 ; our Ger- 
rjew, 66. 

Corry CLoid Rowton), and Lord 
Beaconsfield, 180 ». 

Coesack saddle, a, w. 

Cosaacks of the E!(cmb6n, 15; 
of Urftlak, 20. 

Council of dected lepresentatives, 
a, no. 

Conrland, Baltic Provinces, 76; 
God's little country, 80 ; united 
to Russia, 8x n. ; small landed 
proprietors, 182-3 I visits to, 76, 

^ 303. 403. 

Conrland, Duchess of, 77. 

Courland, Duke of, 7711. See 

Siron. 
Cowberry, 251 and n. 
Cranberry, 251 fi., 335. 
Cranes, non-pairing, 91 ». ; on 

the marshes, 252. 
Crawford, J. M., his version of the 

K^evala, 13 m. 
Crawford, Mrs. Marion, 408 n. 
Cremer, Rev., chaplain to British 

Embassy, 45. 
Crimea, war in the, x ; how 
caused, 27 ; John Bright's 
pun, 358. 
Crisis in 1875, great European, 

49 and fi. 
Cnspi, ItaUan Biinister, 307. 
Cross-bills, 238. 

Cruys, Admiral, Peter I., 137 «. 
Cuckoo, 242, 245 and fi. 
Curlew, 252. 

Cyon, M., and Dhuleep Singh, 299. 
Cyprus afiair, the, 307. 

D. 

D**, Frank, hunting expedition 
with author, 152 ; first acquain- 
tance with ski, 153 ; disastrous 
conseauences, 154. 

Dabchicks, 82. 

Dachshunds, their proper use, 81. 

Daddy-longle^, 251. 

Daghestan, httle soil in, 183 ; 
some qualification, 183 fi. 

Dahl's lolkdvui Shvdr jivavo 
v$Hkanhhavo yaiikd, 91 n. 

Daily Nnos, correspondent, 41-2 ; 
in Nihilist lodging, 58 ; Moscow 
coronation, i6z. 

Daify Telegraph, mysterious cor- 
respondent, 43 ; Dr. Dillon, 46. 



Danilovka, 183. 

Dantsic, Imperial meeting at, 1x7. 

Dai^e, plnlc flowering,' 335. / 

Dmnd Goftick, in German, 393. 

D'Avril, A., N4gociaUons tehmves 
au TreM de Berlin, 382 n. 

Decabrist rising, 14 n, 86. 

Decaxes, Due, 1875 crisis, 370. 

Decoys, for black-game, 2^$. 

Deg&yefi, murders Sondtikm, 189 ; 
beteays Vera Philipovna, ib. ; 
phottmiph, X9X. 

Dones, Major, his letters in the 
Morier controversy, 4^^* 

Deliinoff (Blinister), 202. 

De Long, of the JeanneUe, 126. 

Demftriefi-M&monoff , one of Cath- 
erine's favourites, 83. 

Denghel TepS, Lom&kin's defeat, 

49. 

Denmark, King of, proposed as 
arbitrator, 223. 

Derby, Lord (fifteenth Earl), re* 
fuses Garter, 5 and n, ; Russian 
Press and English, z8o ; taken 
for the chaplain, 307 ; rejects 
Gortchak6ff programme, 377 ; 
his wreath to Count Schou- 
viloff, 423. 

Dering, Sir H., and a Souddk, 331 
and M. 

Deroulide, Paul, eloquent speech 
at Katk6ff's grave, 30Z ; his 
toast at Nijni, »6. ; H. Bismarck's 
in<)uiry, 391. 

DessuUine, a, 182 sad n., 361, 362. 

Devi&tkina bogs, 11, 248, 252. 

Dhuleep Singh, arrives in Russia, 

299. 
Diana in Finland, a, 331. 

Dicey, Edward, of the Observer, 
24 and n. 

Dictionary of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences, 103 «. 

Diets brothers, the three, profe»> 
sionals more than amateurs, 147. 

Diets, Alexander (Sasha), sports- 
man, 152. 

Diets, Constantino, sportsman, 
151 ; his dogs, 152 ; his tragic 
death, ib. 

Dilke, Sir Charles, Europe in 1877, 
302 n. 

Dillon, Dr. £. J., linguistic attain- 
ments, 45 ; joins Daily Tele- 
graph, 46 ; at Kharkofi, 277. 
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DisHnguished PmrMons in Russian 
Society, 185 n. ; Schoav^ff 
and the TsaztSvich, 287 fi. 

Divers, long-necked. 325. 

" Dividing line," betireen Rnasia 
and England, 199. 

Dobeon, Bur. Georffe, Tinus oofres- 
pondent, 42 ; his last visit to 
Rnssia, ib.; in the Nihilist 
lodging, 55-8 ; in the Caucasus, 

Doctors, cannot claim lees, 177 ; 
search lor one, 394. 

" Documents/' the forged, 385 ; 
a clumsy fabrication, 386 and m. ; 
not Orleanist origin, 408 and n. 

Dogs, small for bear hunting, X02 ; 
<3d, hanged, 356. 

Dohkd, lur-coat, 263 and ». 

Dolgordkaya, Princess, and Alex- 
ander II., 63 ; her new title, 
90 ; unpubushed ukase, ib, 
Sss Ydrievskaya. 

Dolgonikoff, Prince, x6. 

Doljgortkky, Prince, proposed mis- 
sion abandoned, 282 ; another 
dies in Brussels, 409. 

Don, r., 358 n. ; immense woods, 
361 ; not " quiet," 362. 

Dondukbff-Kors&koff, Prince, Cau- 
casus, 198 ; a " dreadful man," 
289. 

Donon's restaurant, xi7* 125 
and II. 

Donxtee, Napoleon I.'s route, 

363 *«. 
Dorpat, German University, 185. 

Dost Mohammed, Ameer, 51. 

Dostov^vsl^'s novel, Byisi, and 
Nech&yen, 196 n. 

Drang nach Osten, 382. 

Drei-Kaissr-hund, x6o «., 20X n.. 
300. 

Drenteln, General, attempt on, 
61 ; career, 61 n. ; accepts 
ministry, 176; and Rector of 
Kieff University, 202. 

Dfofd, great bustard, 239. 

Droshky, cab, 271, 348, 349. 

Drummond Castle, 27. 

Duck-ahooting, some exciting in- 
cidents, 169-170. 

Dudley, Lord (the late), at Witley, 
352. 

Dufferin, Earl (afterwards Mar- 



quis), aniha^ador at St. Fetos- 
bnrg,26; his "exquisite btam^," 
28; Clnb, 33; Alexander II.'s 
escape, 62 ; M^likofE's escape. 
69 ; House of Lords, 91-2 : 
at Garter ceremony, 109 ; beid 
responsible bv Queen Victoria, 
xxo; at the Nihilist trial, 115; 
appointed to Constantinople, 
no ; talk with Bismarck, ib. ; 
charades, 203 ; self-rdiant, 204; 
receives Abdur-rahman, 2x5 ; 
Rawul Pindi durbar, 218. 

Dufferin, Lady, E. F. Law, 43 ; 
at VJatemiaki, 91. 

Dugd, 247. 

Dumba, Dr. Constantine, Anstro- 
Hungaiian Embassy, 33 ; Bul- 
garian incidents, 281 ; William 
I. rumour, 297 ; Ferdinand and 
Russia, 316-8 ; Austrian soldier, 
389 ; Laski's dinners, 417 and 
n. ; Archduke Rudolph, 419 ; 
on Hardinge, 420!; Ferdinand, ib. 

DOnaburg, Herbert Bismarck, 410. 

DdrofE, a down, exiled for a joke, 
191 fi. 

Dutch evangelists, 3x1. 

Dutch sea-terms, in Russian lan- 
guage, 9 and n, 

Dvina, r.. navigation dangerous, 
41 ; the Aa, 82 ; Suraj, 163. 

Dvomik, yardman, 56. 

E. 

Eagle, lesser spotted, 234 ; im- 
perial. 239. 355, 357; golden. 
405. 

Eagle-owl, 359. 

Early risers, some, 403. 

Easter egta in Russia, I7. 

Eastern Koumelia, Wolkenstein, 
Z93 ; joins Bulgaria, 256 ; Rus- 
sia furious, 257. 

Ebsworth, Mr. E. H., 234, 347 n. ; 
a bad spec., 348. 

Eclipse described, 308-9. 

E. D., kills a buU-elk, 140; shoots 
an elk, 239 ; capercailxie tok- 
king, 244 ; rook rifle for black- 
cock, 246 ; lohi, 328 fi. 

Edinburgh marriage, 306. 

Edinburgh, Duke of, funeral of 
the Empress, 74 ; visit with 
Reserve sauadron, 116 ; at the 
Winter Palace, 393. 
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lEdinbursh, Duchess of » the Win- 
ter Palace explosion, 62. 
Edinburgh Review, a pun in the» 

358 n. 

Editors, unreasonableness of, 401. 

Hgypt, English and French anta- 
gonism, 70. 

£katerinbarg, Siberian exiles, 86. 

Ekaterinodar, 21. 

EUghin Island, fashionable re- 
sort, 346. 

Elias, Ney, a great explorer, 4x6. 

Eliot, Sir Charles, a great linguist, 
4x4 ; Japan, 414 n. 

Elizabeth, Empress, exiles Biron, 
77 ; Peter Schouvdloff, 304 n, 

Ehsabeth of Hesse, Grand-duchess 
Serge, 228. 

Elks, at V^irtemiaki, 75 ; at 
Ostramdnsha, 137-8 ; reputa- 
tion as dangerous, 139 ; mea- 
surements of heads, 139 «. ; 
" yards," 140 and n. ; tracks, 
143 ; and eagles, 239 ; moving 
with winter, 263 ; cows with 
beards, 311 ; flies, 311 «., 312 ; 
very large, 314 ; rare in the 
south, 360. 

EUes, Major, translates Yav6rsky, 
132 n. 

Elyi6e Palace, Tsar's visit to 
Faris, 365. 

Emancipated peasants refuse to 
work, 183. 

Emili&noff, exiled to Siberia, 107. 

Empress £ug6nie, Schouvdloff's 
impressions, 364 and n. ; the 
attempt on the Tsar, 365. 

Empress, wife of Alexander II., 
her death, 73 ; what the milk- 
man said, 74 ; her illness, 174 ; 
cured by Botkin, 175 ; opinion 
of Alexander of Battenberg, 407. 

Enclave question, Berlin Congress, 

372. 
Encyd, Brit,, " Birch," 337 n. ; 

" Europe," 370 fi. 

Engineer attacked on the road to 
Merv, Russian, 159. 

England, possible rapprochement 
with Russia, 70 ; Slavophil 
view, 161 ; described as sus- 
picious, 307 ; duped over Ba- 
toum, 372 ; eventually only real 
supporter of Alexander of Bat- 
tenberg, 391. 



EnglandeHn, die. Empress Fred- 
erick, disliked in Berlin, 392. 

English General, his " No ! No ! " 
292. 

English gold in Russia, an old 
story, 361. 

" Enp;ush Magazine," shop, 352. 

English manners, Schouviloff's in- 
stances of, 352. 

Squipage, its double meaning and 
Franklin search, 373. 

Erivan, t., 159. 

Erlanger, Baron E. d', 33. 

Erlanger firm, the, and Beacons- 
field slander, 180 M. 

Ermine, tracks, 143. 

Ernest John, of Conrland. 77. 
See Biron. 

Emroth, General, and the Porte, 

317- 
" Eskimo " dogs for sledges, 102. 

Esterhazy, Count, 33. 

Esthonian cook, " my ", 349. 

Esthonian Gexman, an, 188 n. 

See Miller, O. 
Ethnographical frontier proposed 

in Central Asia, 211. 
Evans, Dr., American dentist in 

Paris, 308. 
Examination for State employ- 
ment, 187. 
Executive Committee of the Nar6- 

dnaya V61ya, and Soud^ikin, 

X91. 
Exhibition, scene at the Paris, 

366. 
Explosive bullets, conference and 

declarations, 292 and n. 
Extradition Treaty between Russia 

and Prussia, 207. 
Eyoub Khan, leaves Persia, 313 ; 

end of his adventures, 313 n. 

F. 

Fair, great annual, at St. Peters- 
burg, 2X6. 

Falcon, Greenland, 141 andn., 237. 

Falcons, for hawking, 353 ; 
numerous, 354. See Kr6chet. 

Fallow deer at Ruhenthal, 309. 

Fe6dor Ivdnovich, alias Feotka, 61 . 

Fe6dor, old bear-hunter, 100 ; 
his dogs, 102 ; carries the gun, 
103. 

Feotka (an alias), and the Palace 
explosion, 61. See Khalturin. 
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F«rdiiiaiid of Saxe-CotMUig, ao 
eepts Bulgarian ttuone, 383 ; 
oppo a ed by Rnasia, id. ; elected 
by the Grand Sobcanie, 301 ; 
fau first ministry. 316; his 
position, 3x6 ; his mot. 391 ; 
a nsorper, 395 ; not reoogiused 
but remains, 402 ; " notiiitt£ 
big about him but his nose, 
420. 

Ferghana, Central Asia, 51. 

Ferry, If. Jules, anti-Enghah 
poliq^, 212. 

Fersen, Count, Russian grtmi 
VBneur, 292. 

Festivals and Fasta, 40-x. 

Field, paper 31X fi. 

Field-Marshal's baton. Tsar's or- 
der, 178. 

Field-mouse, tracks, 143. 

Figner, 185. Su PhiUpovna. 

Finland, regiment, 60 ; fishing in, 
76 ; Russian language, 99 ; 
game laws, 137 ; described, 
230; its titles, 323; rivers, 338. 

Finns, their decency, 156 ; Luth- 
erans, 253 ; live apart, 325. 

Fir trees, stunted, 311. 

Fish, ways inscrutable, 341. 

Fitz-Henry, Mr., at Moscow, 162. 

Fitzmaurice, Lord, Lifs of ike 
second Eturl GranvilU, 20911., 
212 fi., 213 «., 2x4. 

Flax, 3x2 ; flowers, ib. 

Flaxen epithets, 3x2. 

Flenry and Napoleon's restora- 
tion, 367 ; Bismarck, ib. 

Floquet and the Tsar's visit, 366 ; 
Russia, 374-5. 

Flourens, French Minister, 290, 
408 n. 

FlUge^adjuUMt, x88. 

Fly, of three horsehairs, etc., 339. 

Fontanka canal, St. Petersburg, 

^ 74 ♦». 

Fontanka street, 30. 

Ford, Sir F. C, Ambassador in 

Madrid, 265. 
Foreign Office, its practice, 322. 
Forest-lore, 240. 

Forsyth Mission, Kashgar, 4x611. 
Fox, as game, ix ; tracks, X43 ; 

V^fften^ald, X75 ; six shot, 284 ; 

bag of nine, 374 ; sixty-six, 378. 
Fox and bear comedy, X45-6. 
France, distrusted at the Russian 



Court, 49 • rappiucbfjiiwit; 
stirred by Sk6beleira ^»eei 
123 ; isolation, 201 ; 



Aiigk>-RuaBian quarrel* 213 ; 
rdations with itnssia on the 
mend, 290 ; Bismarck, 382 ; 
Italy. 383. 

FIranoo-Ruasian ADianoe, hopes 
for, 123. 

Frankfort, Gortchakdff and Bis- 
marck, 370 n. 
I Franklia, search for his iftdpmge, 

^373- 

Fraser, General W., 21. 

Fraaer, Mrs., " My annt Gnce,** 

21. 

Fraser, Sir William, 33. 

Frederick, Crown Prince and 
Emperor, at Russian Empc«ss' 
funeral, 74 ; Schouv4k>fE» 288 ; 
very ill, 313 ; supporter of the 
Battenbeirgs, 3x8 ; not popolar 
at Berlin Court, 392 ; his 
daughter Victoria, 396 ; his 
views, 397 ; death, 398 ; a 
scene with his wife, 406. 

French novds, more pn^taUe 
reading than speculation, 309. 

Freydnet, M. de, French Premier, 
276. 

Friedrichsruhe, de Giers at* 279. 

Fritillaries, 3x2. 

Froude, J. A. and O. K., 220. 

Funking, punishment for, 356. 

G. 

Galida, Austrian garrison, 387. 
Gallantry Bower, gorse at; 130. 
Gambetta, L6on, thanks Sk6beleff , 

X23 ; death, X33 ; Palais de 

Justice, 366. 
Game, abundant in Russia, 75. 
Garde»-k-cheval, household troops, 

1 4 and fi. ; Schouv^iloff 's regiment, 

4^3- 
Gatchina, Imperial Council, xix ; 

Alexander III.. 1x4 ; Penjdeh 

crisis, 22X ; arbitration proposal, 

222 ; 270, 271 ; kenn^, 353. 

General Topttghin, bear's name, 
X46fi. 

Geok Tepe, Lomdkin, 49; Sk6- 
beleff, 53 ; massacre, 93 ; de- 
fence, 94-5 ; capture, 96 and n. 

George of Cappadocia, Saint, 40. 
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Oenml, Coloiiel M., the Yacht 
Club incident, 343-4 ; Tsarftvich 
in India, 343 ; death, 343 n. 
German friend, visits Nihilist 
lodging, 55-8 ; Jews among onr 
EngUw correspondents, 66 ; 
" the German is the enemy," 
124 ; " the German God," 
173 «• ; officer and *' canaille," 
177 and n, ; officer's views on 
Heaven and Hell, 262. 
Germany, contrast with Russia, 
6-7; attack on France, 49 and M.; 
*' Russia's best friend," 128 ; 
blackmails England, 213 ; col- 
onial aspirations, ib. ; supports 
Russia m Bulgsiria, 300 ; Im- 
perial Bank and Russian stock, 
381 ; Austria essential to, 382. 
Gerstem, station-master, 3 '4* 
Gevers, of Dutch Legation, 291 
and n, ; transferred London, 293. 
Ghiliaks and bear ceremonies, 156. 
" Ghost-moth," fly, 331. 
Ghnrian, Less^'s visit, 131. 
Gibson, £., Harraka Club, 344. 
Giers, M. de. Winter Palace 
explosion, 62 ; Foreign Minister, 
89; Dantsic meeting, 117; 
position insecure, 126; ap- 
pointment, 128 ; Bismarck, 201; 
extradition treaty, 207 ; at- 
taches, 229; Russia and Tur- 
key, 261 ; pilgrimages, 279 ; 
Gregor6vich, 283 ; the Standard 
telegram, 298 ; strong position, 
317 ; Morier, 321 ; peaccpoUcy, 
381-3 ; Lord R. Churchill, 389 ; 
Emperor's visit, 400. 
Gladiolus, purple, x66. 
Gladstone, W. E., the Garter, 6 ; 
return to power, 70 ; his weak- 
ness, 2x3 ; a phrase, 215 ; 
statement in House of Com- 
mons, 219; O.K., 220; verv 
astute, 221 ; his " great feat, ' 
222 ; resignation, 225 ; again in 
office, 274 11. 
Gldchen, Count, 277. 
Globe, referred to, 299 n. ; the 

famous Agreement, 369. 
Gluhhdir, capercailzie, 245 n. 
Gluttons, zoo ; tracks, 243. 
Goblet, M., French Blinister, 290. 
Goldenberg, Jew, assassin of Prince 
Krop6tkin, 89 ; then traitor, ib. 



Golden • plover, 250 ; flocks of, 

252. 
Goldfinch, nest in lime-tree, 81. 
Golitsin, Prince Ivan, 10, 147, 

253 ; his collection, 296. 
Golitein, Prince, viticulture in 

Crimea, 314 ; famous vintages, 

3x5. 
Giflos, the Russian liberal paper, 

26 ; Daily N0ws, 41-2 ; Glad- 
stone, 70 ; Sk6bel«ff, 95 ; the 
new Constitution, 112 ; Beacons* 
field, 180; repudiated, x8ofi. 

Golovnin, Count, liberal tenden- 
cies, 184. 

GohSbchik, " little pigeon," 247. 

Ganchi, fox-hounds, 355 ; fierce 
in the woods, 356. 

Gordon, General C. G., his death 
at Khartoum, 213. 

Gori^lovo Hunt, the, 38. 

Gomv Dubniak, battle of, 31. 

Garodovoys (policemen), 58. 

Gortchak6ff, Prince, Chancellor 
25 ; retires, 128 and «. ; Khiva 
subterfuge, 306 ; Berlin Con- 
gress, 370 ; Batoum, 371 ; the 
enclave," 372 ; his phrases, 
376 ; incident at Nice, 377. 

Gortchak6ff. Mikhael Dmitrfvich, 
Prince, general at Sevastopol, 
170 and n, ; his orders, 171. 

Goschen, Sir Edward, a big pike, 

333' 
G(»hawk, shot, 4x0. 

Gotthard, Duke of Courland, 81 

and fi. 
Gough, Hugh, secretary at St. 

Petersburg, 284, 296. 
Gowan, liajor, translates Yav6r* 

skv 1 42 n 
"Grace,*^ "my Aunt," 21. See 

BArs. Eraser. 
Grajdanin. on Mouravi^ff, 168 n. 
Grand Army, some of the, French, 

78. 
Grand-ducal requirements, 197. 
Grand Sobranie, to elect a Prince, 

283 and II. 
Granger's Biographical DicHonary, 

Granville, Earl, statement in 
House of Lords, 197; agree- 
ment with Gortchak6ff , 209 and 
n. ; insistence of, 2x1 ; Bis- 
marck, 2x2 ; weakness, 213 ; 
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Sir P. Lnmsden, 222-3 **- Ss$ 

Fitsmaurice. Lord. 
Graodeaz, fortified, 587. 
Gravelotte, Lumley, 37. 
day. Sir Albert and Lady, 225. n 
GfayHni, 331. 
Great Morsk&ya, Gennan Em- 

Great Wall of China, 251. 
Greek, Church words in Russian, 

9 ; ports blockaded, 279. 
Gregorovich, Russian Consul and 

the telegram, 281 ; Alexander 

III.'s anger, 283. 
Greig, Admiral, Scots ancestry, 

30 ; dies in Berlin, 298. 
Gresser, General, Prefect of St. 

Petersburg, 191 ; ridiculed, 191 

M. : Mme. Wolkenstein, 193. 
Gr6vy, French I^esident, Mohifen- 

heim, 375; Wilson scandals, 

382. 
Grey-hens, their mates, 246. 
Griffin, Sir Lepel, and Abdur- 
rahman, 52. 
Grilse fly, greenish, 341. 
Grinevraky, assassin of Aleacander 

II., 106-7. 
Grfshovka, t., ^6x. 
Grisi, and Mano, 351 «. 
Grobinsk nobility, marshal, 310 n. 

Ss0 Manteufd. 
Grod^kofE, Colonel, Sk6belefi's 

staff, 54 ; Ride to Herat, 54 n. 
Gf&mo-nosny, i.e. thunder-bring- 

iog* 99 n. 
Grosvenor, Hon. Thomas, British 

Embassy, 266. 
Guadarama, wind firom, 264 n. 
Guards' Memorial, Crimea, 358. 
Gwioprdoui, stock-drivers, 358. 
Gutuyevsl^ island, 173. 

H. 

Hall, General, name pronounced 
Gall, 29X ; son of, 147. 

Hall, Major B3mg, Q.M., a 
frrtc-d-frfof hunter, 37 ; his 
books, 3811. 

Hambufgef Nachrickten, the Re- 
insurance Treaty, 20Z. 

Hamilton, Angus, Afghanistan, 
209 n. 

Hamilton, Capt. (Russian Guards), 
a great sportsman, 100. 

Hanotaux, M., article " Berlin 
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and Scfaouviloff, 370 n,, 372 m. 
Haidinge, Arthur (afterwards Sir). 

whist, 291 ; mmours* 297 ; 

right about Ferdinand, 316-8 ; 

dinner, 379; Lord Raxulolpfa 

Churchill, 391 ; Komar6fE« 419 ; 

" a touch of his own," 420. 
Hare, Capt. Hon. H., " a mvtAe," 

37- 
Hares, tracks, 143 ; scarce. 251 ; 

gobbled up by hounds, 359. 
Hadiord, Capt., Vioe-Consal at 

Sevastopol, 277. 
Harford, F., British Embassy, 

284 ; rumours, 297 ; dinner, 

379. 
Harraka Qub, celebrated. 76; 

fish scarce, 225 m. ; dancing 

waters, 226 ; catoh, 329 and n. ; 

Vaarpa Saari, 333 ; Narishkin 

rejected, 343 ; its origin, 344 ; 

its glories depart, 345 ; railways 

and factories, 346. 
Harraka Niska, Magpie Point, 325. 
Hartmann, Nihilist, 55 ; released 

by France, 67. 
Hauke, Countess v., mother of 

the Battenbergs, 407 and n. 
Hawks, numerous, 354. 
Haymerle, Baron v., Austrian 

minister, 118 and «. ; Berlin 

Congress, 372. 
Hazel-grouse, good eating, 238 ; 

cowberry preserve, 251 n. See 

Ry&bchik. 
Hedgehog, in dog's mouth, 356. 
Hdnnann, Hesse, nihilist Jewess, 

death commuted, 1 15. 
Helmets, abolished, 177 ; unreal 

economies, 178. 
Hemp-nettie, 166. 
Hen-harrier, 374. 
Henri II. ware, Golitsin coUectian, 

296. 
Herat, English countermove, 53 ; 

Russian officer, 54 ; " key of 

India," 130; rumour, 208; 

" England's virtual absorption," 

262. 
Herbert, CoL Ivor (now Lofd 

Treowen), exchanges quarters, 

229. 
Herons, solemn, 82. 
" Hielan' poacher," shooting Hke 

a, 28. 
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Silton. Ur,, P&shkofi's agent, 

tdisai of, 3x9 and n. 
Siistorical Society, meeting at 
Anichkoff Palace, 295. 

Hitchcocks, the, of American 
Legation, 34. 

liohenlohe, Austrian, Berlin Con- 
gress, 371 ; Batoum compro- 
mise, 372 n. 

Hohenlohe, of the Austrian Em- 
bassy, dinner, 389. 

Hoheniohe family, and the Witt- 
genstein Estates, 313. 

Holland House, dinner, 26 fi. 

" Honest-biroker," the, Bismarck, 
127. 

Hoopoe, the dainty, 239. 

Horn, editor Journal de St, Piietrs- 
hourg, 295. 

Horse-grenadiers, Russian regi- 
ment, 14. 

Horses, and snow, 150. 

H6tel d'Angleterre, St. Peters- 
burg, 30, 39. 

Hotel Roval, Berlin, 3, 25. 

Hottaka hJce, Finland, 254. 

Hounds, gobble up their quarry, 

359. 
House, a Little Russian, described, 

355- 

Howard, Henry (now Sir), Secret- 
ary at St. Petersburg, 343 and n. 

Hdvtainen, lake, 340 m. 

Hubbard, Hon. Evelyn, the Gori6- 
lovo Hunt, 38 ; besurs, xox m. ; 
fishing, 281. 

Hubbard, John, fishing, 342 ; 
early riser, 403. 

Hubbards' warehouse, and Ed- 
ward Law, 43. 

Hughes, John, his remarkable 

career, 39-4i« 
Humbert, Kmg, visit to Vienna, 

107, 117, 160. 
Hungarian anecdote, 290. 
Hyde Park, Jingo meeting, 2. 

I. 

lamblicus, D0 Vita Pythagorica, 
1411. 

Ign&tieff, General, Ministftr of 
Interior, xi^ ; Ndvoe Vrimya, 
122 ; Russian poh<^, X26 ; 
disappointed, X28 ; resigns, X29; 
reputation, 285 ; a good story, 
286; name in Constantinople, 



286 n ; occupation of Constan- 
tinople, 300; Alexander III., 

383. 
I}6ra, shooting near, 294. 

// furioso, Mario sings " Raggio 
d'Amor," 35X. 

Ilia, prophet Elias, 99. 

lUyria, and Slavophils, X26. 

Ilovtoky, Moscow publicist and 
English alliance, 299. 

Imatra rapid, 325, 326, 345. 

Imperial Hermitage, palace, 14 m. 

India, superior wheat, 310 ; Rus- 
sian officers at manoeuvres, 
262 ; Tsar^vich's visit, 343. 

IntelligifUsia, educated classes, 
X08. 

Invalids Russe, official communi- 
cation, 386. 

Irfnovka, black-cock at, X45. 

Irkutsk, Sir M. Gerard's death, 

343 «. 
Isabella, ex-Queen of Spain, 269. 

Ismidlovsky regiment, 273. 

Istoricheshoe yavUnie, historical 
phenomenon, X94. 

Italian captain, large trout, 329. 

Italy, Austro-German alliance. 
X07; Triple Alliance, 117 and 
n, ; " ruled by demagogues," 

317- 
Ivdn-da-Mdria, purple cow-wheat, 

x66. 

Ivan, the Terrible, Usvi&t, x66 and 
n, 

Iv&n Iv&novich, author's familiar 
name, xo. 

Jxprdvnik, police inspector, din- 
ner. 359 ; English gold, 361 ; 
narrowly misses the author, ib. 

Jacob's ladder, flower, x66. 
Jack-snipe, 252. See Snipe. 
Jays, many, 238 ; Siberian, tb. 
Jeannette, the, American Arctic 

expedition, 119. 
Jeli&bofif, nihilist chief, 89, XX5. 
Jewish rioting, anti-, X29. 
Jews, deputation of, 28 ; English 

correspondents, 66 ; their use, 

X63 ; calculated hospitality, ib. 
Job, Dillon's translation from 

Hebrew, 46. 
" Jock Scot," 338. 
Joensuu, t., 340. 
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Joint Boondafy CommisBioii, Eng- 
land and Russia, aoo. 

Jomini« Baron, Rnaaian Fonign 
Office, 214 ; Lord Dofferin, 262; 
" dinners and digestions " anec- 
dote, id. ; de Giers, 295 ; a 
souvenir, ib, 

Joubert, aphorism of, " not liberty 
but justice," 108. 

Journal des Dibais, 32. 

JommU d$ Si. Pit9rshoufg, 32; 
attacking England, 53-5 ; anpy, 
68 ; mistranslation, X13 ; Sar- 
akhs, 197 ; a contradiction. 
X98; Herat, 209; Afgban 
frontier, 2x1. 

Jomnsy of the Russian Embassy, 
sU,, translated, 132 fi. 

Jungfemhof, the Bianteufds, 3x0 
A n, 

K. 
Kabul, Russian mission. 49 ; Shere 

Ali, 51. 
Kak sedld na hordoys, like a saddle 

on a cow, 259. 
KAlevala, great poem, 13 and ». ; 

epic Korelian Finns, xoo. 
Kalltva, founded by Cossacks, 358. 
Kaluga, 302. 

Kalmuks. a Constitution, 189. 
Kalnoky, Count, Austro-Hungar- 

ian Ambassador. 33 ; leaves St. 

Petersburg, 118; Foreign 

Minister, ib, ; reassures Russia. 

265 ; anti-Russian speech, 

380-1. 
Kandahar, Roberts's march, 52. 
Kane, Captain, "Hurricane^' of 

Calliope, 35. 
Karalm Jew, a hospitable, 278 ; 

his motive, ib, 
Karak6soff, tortured by Moura- 

vi^ff, X67 ; Alexander II., 167 n; 

hanged, x68 ; attempt, 365. 
Karamzln, historian, and O. 

Miller. x88. 
Karr. Sir H. Seton, Ten Years' 

Wild Sport, etc,, 329 n. 
Katk6ff, absolute monarchy, X09 ; 

Alexander III., 1x3 fi.; cam- 
paign against Germany, 279 ; 

sugar monopoly, 285 ; Dhuleep 

Singh, 299 ; death, 30X ; Leroy 

Beaulieu, 302 ; Floquet, 375 ; 

views, 383. 



Kaufmann, General, Ttt ifceBta n. 

51 ; death, X30. 
Kaulbars, General, mi siaion to 

Sofia, 283 : grip, 287. 
Kaokds, Tiflis paper. 198. 
Kaz&n bridge. Nihilist attempt, 

89. 

KsLzka University, its d^reea, 
x88. 

Keeper, nonagenarian, Flreoch in- 
vasion, 312. 

Kepi, new. Emperor^s caprice, 178. 

Kerch, Yenik&U straits, 21. 

Khabarovsk. Emili&noff, X07. 

Khaltdrin, Nikolai, hanged, 61 ; 
identity, ib. 

Khanates, the three, 210. 

Kharkee. Russian advance, 321. 

Kharkoff, Universit3r, 45 ; Kro- 
potkin. 89 ; assassination, 189 ; 
br. Dillon, 277. 

Khevenhtdler, Count, Austrian at 
Belgrade, 263 ; exceeds instruc- 
tions, ib, ; recalled. 265. 

Khevsours, Caucasus, 14-X5 ; 
" crusaders," 4x5. 

KhOrie morehldpeieli, " conning 
sea-farers. the English, 257 a. 

Khitrov6, Russian Miniister at 
Bucharest. 318. 

Khiva, the Merv expedition, 53 ; 
broken assurances, 306 and a. 

Khoja-Saleh, Afghan boundaxy. 
X98. 

Khokhdl, pi. Kkohhli, Uttle Rus- 
sians, 357 ; land buying, 368. 

KkoUra (cholera), objurgating a 
horse, 247. 

Kkolmogdne cow, a, x8i. 

Khreptovich, Count, cause of 
Crimean War, 27 ; Queen Vic- 
toria, ib. 

KhHstds voskrSss, Christ has rtsen. 
Easter greeting, 17. 

Khushk r., Afghan boundary. 
2x9. 

KhvaUnsk, on Volga. 20 ; General 
Tolst6y. 296. 

Khyber pass, forced, 5x. 

Kibdlchich, the " Technic,' 
tenced, XX5. 

Kibltka, hooded sledge, X05. 

King-fi^er, 82. 

Kiiiglake,A. W. Sevastopol maps. 
X7X n. ; O.K., 220 ; Beacons- 
field, 305-6. 
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Kiagttoy, Chailes, W«lliiigtoo 
Natural History Society, 231. 

Kiocr, Baton* Danish Minister, 
263. 

Kirghis, horses, 150; a Consti- 
tution, 189. 

Kirpfchny Pereulok, 73. 

Kleist, Pmssiaa commander, 79. 

Klep8ch,Colonel,AustrianAttach6, 
393 and ». ; "limits d patience," 
S96. 

Klnch^vsky, historian, 156. 

K6beseff, Nihilist, 106. 

Koenigsbeig, Jewish deputation, 
aS. 

Kohl J. G. "Die Deutseh-fus- 
tiieken osisseprotnnMen" 77 n.. 
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Ucareff's oil refinery, 4x3. 
Kelmi$che Zeiiung, the forged 

docoments, 3^5* 
Kolomna, Sftvres cnp fonnd, 395. 
K6ltasha Qub, 147. 
Komar6ff, General, Merv Khans, 

194; Herat ramonr, 209; Penj- 

deh, 219. 
K6mar6ff» of the Svisi, 294 and n. 
Kopek, farthing, 177. 
Kprayid, a grub, 165. 
Korels, a division of the Finns, 99. 
Koshamy, wolves, 373. 
Konb4n river, 15. 
Kaumuiss, mares' milk, 20, 
Kovno, Hebrew population, 7. 
Kras6v8ky, Dr., court-aocouchenr 

and the tom-tit, 28^. 
Kray^vsky, owner of the Gdhs, 

1x4. X79. 
Krtehet, falcon for hawking, 353. 

Kremlin, the, x6. 

Kremsier, meeting of Emperors, 

230. 
Kionstadt, Capt. Bfay's visit, 35 ; 

forts, 39 ; snbmanne defences, 

229. 
Krop6tkin, Peter, released by 

French Government, 276 ; eadle 

in England. 277. 
Kropdtkin, Prince, murdered by 

Jew Goldenberg, 89; Vera 

Philfpovna, 189. 
Kmgsor Krohgs, roadside taverns, 

3ZO. 
Krum, Baron, Schoav&loff's neigh- 

bonr, X74. 
Knldja question, the, 50. 

B.a. 2F 



Kultorkampf," and the Vatican, 

127. 
Kannan*poh]ra, Finland stieam, 

X40. 
Kuropatldn. Colonel, the Tarko* 

man campaign, 94 and »• 
Korsk railway station, Moscow, 

6711. 

L. 
Laboochere, Henry, Dmiiy Nm»$, 

23. 
Laboulaye, M., French Ambassa* 

dor, 290 ; passage with Schou- 

▼4toil. 374-5. 

Lidoga, lake, 98 and «., 99* <47* 

" Lady A " (Marchioness of Ayles- 
bury), 26 «• 

Lady-smocks, 225. 

La Fontaine, Lm dtuMpigwm, and 
Rachel, 351. 

La France, Sk6beleflf s speech, 123. 

Laha, Lettish for boat, i66. 

Lake, Lt.-CoL Noel T., x. 

Lamsdorff, Count, the Russian 
Foreign Office, 4^5* 

Land of a thousand lakes, Fin- 
land, 323. 

Lands, allotted on emancipation, 
x66. 

Languages in Russia, 99. 

Lansdell, Rev. Henry, visits prison, 
X90 ; his books, 190 n. 

Last-bom daugkUr of the Sea 
Finland, 323. 

Last of the Huns, by Geo. Saunders 
Re-insurance Treaty, 20X «• 

Lanritsala canal, 324. 

Lavr6fE, Nihilist in Paris, X93. 

Law, Edward Fitzgerald, remark- 
able career, 43-5 ; Life, 44 n, ; 
Austrian army anecdote, 389 ; 
Caucasus, 413. 

Lax, Swedish for salmon, 328 »., 
see Lohi. 

Leboenf, General, the Tsar's visit, 
566. 

L^at, to lie down, X03 «. 

Lomberg, Austria, x8x. 

L6mbolovo, osprey's nest near, 
23X. 

Le6ntieva, a mad cUdmant, x8x. 

Ltattontoff, poet, 17 ; his Demon, 
and tiie suVeditor, x6o. 

Le Sage, Sub-editor of the Daify 
Telegraph, at Moscow, x6x. 
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hessAx, M., Ashldiabad, I20; 

mmooTs, 121 ; Afghanistan, 

131 ; Penjdeh, 21 z. 
Letts, Conrland, 166 ; " have ugly 

mugs," 304. 
Leva&6vo, estate, 148. 
liberals, overthrow of the, 1x4, 

133- 
Liberator, the, Alexander II. s 

designation, 68. 
Lichen, grisly, 3x3. 
Lieshi, the wood spirit, 313 ; 

charm against, 356. 
Liesndya Kordva, " woodland 

cow," 155. 
Lieven, rancess, lawn tennis at 

Maizoten, 310. 
Ligho, god of the harvest, 8x. 
Llgovo, summer resort, 38 ; rival 

to Mourino, 234. 
Liji, snow-shoe, 11, X3, 
Ltnnaa Borealis, 335 and n. 
Lipetsk, revolutionaries at, 89. 
Lisfnovka, Madame Chertkoff's 

house, 350, 373. 
Litdnia, villa at Llgovo, 234; birds, 

ih, ; a burglar, 236. 
Lit^inaya, street in St. Petersburg, 

74 fi. 
Lithuama, estates in, 83. 
Littledale, Mr. and Mrs. St. George, 

Pamirs, 4x5. 
Livadia, unratified treaty, xz6; 

Imperial residence, 278. 
Living among Russian peasants, 

experience of, 18. 
Livin£[6tone, David, Oswell, X2. 
Livoman Masters of the Tentooic 

Oirder, 81 n. 
Lobdnoff-Rostdvsky, Prince, Rus- 
sian Ambassador, 295 and «. 
Loftus, Lord Augustus, Ambassa- 
dor, gambling, 36; Gortcha- 

k6ff, 209 «. ; warns Russia, 300; 

Khiva assurances, 306 «. 
Lohi, trout, 328 and «., 339, 340, 

345. 

L6mach, r., 174. 

Lomdkin, Gen^^, his defeat, 49 ; 
to be avenged, 52. 

London Chamber of Commerce, 
277. 

Longchamps. Tsar's visit, 364. 

Longfellow, pun in Hyferion, 358. 

Lothrops, the, Amencan Lega- 
tion in St. Petersburg. 34, 226. 



Lothrop, Miss, General Kanlbazs' 

grip, 287. 
Ldvckee ddrevo, fang btmm, insect 

catchers, X65. 
Lowe, Charles, Times carve- 

spondent, Berlin, .x6x. 
L6zovo, t., 277. 
Luck in fislung, bad and good, 

328-9. 
Luga, t., X42. 
Liihdsh, pi. Luk&shee, professioxial 

trackers, 142 ; a famous ooe, 

ih, 
Lumley, Major, adventurous 

career, 37 ; incident at Christie'B, 

296. 
Lumsden, General (Sir Peter). 

British Commissioner, 212 «. ; 

recalled 222 and «. ; Monet's 

view, 322 n. 
Lutherans v. Orthodox, 84. 
Lyall, Sir Alfred. Life of ike 

Marquis of Dufferin and Ana, 

5o«., xxon., 115 n, 
Lycie, Katk6fi's, 308. 
Lynx, Capt. Hamilton's record, 

xoo ; tracks, 143 ; hnnting. 

151 ; imaginary qualities, ib. : 

easy quarry, X52 ; Schouvi^lofi, 

393. 
Lytton. Lord. Viceroy in the 

Afghan War, 5X-2 ; compared 

to Alez^ Tolst6y, 304. 

M. 

Macartney, Sir Halliday, Treaty 

of St. Petersburg, i x6 ; dinner 

to, XX7 ; Renter s inquiry, 297. 
Macdonsud, Marshal, at Rahen- 

thal, 78 and n. 
Macedo, Portuguese Minister, 320. 
Mackenzie, Sir Morrell, Empenv 

Frederidc, 313. 
Madeira and Marsala wines, 314. 
Madrid, its climate, 264 and it. ; 

Schouv&lofi and Alfonso's 

funeral, 269. 
Magpies, 238, 357. 
Maizoten, Princess Lieven, lawn 

tennis, 310. 
Mak6vsky, C, painter, X14. 
Malet, Sir Edward, Ambassador 

in Berlin, 316 and n. 
Mallard, 250, 325. 
Malta, Indian troops at, 49. 
Mallow, 3x2. 
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Mamura, delidoQS jam, 335 n. 
Maadni, Triple AlUance, 117 ft. 
Manteniel, Baron George, German 

successes, 310 n. 
Marie Antoinette portrait, 295. 
Marie, Empress, wife of Alexander 

III., 209 ; Schouv&lofi's death, 

421. 

Marie of Orl6ans, wife of Itince 
Waldemar, 386 n. 

Marie Scjuare, St. Petersburg, 1x2. 

Mario, in Lucia, 331 ; d6but, 
351 M. ; and Rachd, ib. ; f^te, 
352. ; loss of fortune, ib. 

Marmot, 356. See baib&k. 

Marochetti, Baron, sculptor, 417. 

Marochetti, Baron, Italian Am- 
bassador, 417. 

Mardshka, 335 ». 

Marsh, Prof., Italian libretto, 9. 

Marsh marigolds, 225. 

Marschall von Bibefstein, obliga^ 
tions to Austria, 201 n. 

Mars-la-Tour, 37. 

Marvell, Andrew, 337. 

Marvin, Charles, Disastrous Rus- 
sian Campaign, 49 n. ; divulges 
Salisbury agreement, 369 and «. 

Mary, Queen, H.M., 2 n. 

" Mass, misapprehended mean- 
ing,«i6. 

Massowah, Italy and, 318. 

Masterman, Mr., 9. 

Mati4n, f ast ski-nmner, loi. 

Matimi&n, bear hunter, 100. 

Matti, a keeper, 248 ; expletives, 

249. 250- 
May, Captain (Admiral of the 

Fleet, sir Wilham) incident, 35. 
Mayendorfi, Baron v., Schouvd- 

lofE's son-in-law, 4x0 and n, 
Mazar-i-Sherif, t., 51. 
Maseppa, new version, 357. 
Mas^^k, scoundrel, 247. 
Medvyid, honey-lover, the bear, 

156. 

Megaloperdix, 239. 

Mehemet Ali, snubbed by Bis- 
marck, 372. 

M^likofE, General Loris, large 
powers of, 63 ; ukase described, 
64 ; doubts, 65 ; attempted 
assassination, 69 ; transferred, 
88; failure, xo8; kept in 
ignorance, 113; retires, XX4; 
the Dolgonikaya, 176. 

B.II. 2F2 



Menshikoff, Prince, Peter's favour- 
ite. 137 M. 

Mentir-pasha, Ignati^fif's nick- 
name, 286 «. 

Mercure de France, J. W. Bien- 
stock's article, 196 n, 

Merkurii, saint, 40 ; dream, 41. 

Meruehak, rumour, 226 and n, 

Merv, expedition, 25 ; Russian ob- 
jective, 49, 52 ; deputation, 1x6; 
manufactures, 121 ; menace to 
Herat, 136; surrenders, X93-4. 

Merxdvets, awful scoundrel, 195. 

Meshchersky, Prince, Grajdanin, 
x68 n. ; amends to Schouv^loff, 
422. 

Meulen, Dr. van der, De Hoi- 
landsche Zee en Scheepstermen 
in hei Russisch, 9 it. 

M^entseff , chief of Third section, 
87 and 11. ; assassinated, 175 ; 
murderer in Switzerland, 194. 

Michael, Grand-duke, the elder, 
mentions Dillon, 45 ; Alexan- 
der's Assassination, 106 ; shoot- 
ins, 203 ; a good fellow, 313 ; 
Schouv&loff's friend, 421. 

Biichael Nikolaivich, Grand-duke 
in the Caucasus, 368. 

Michael Palace, 15, X05. 

Michael riding-school, review, X4. 

Michell brothers, the, 344. 

Michell, John, Consul, 39J. 

Michell, Kobert, India Office, 393. 

Michell, Tom, Clutterbuck, 329 ; 
Alexander II., 392 ; a collision, 
393. 

Midlothian speech, Gladstone on 
Austria, 70. 

Mied, honey, 9. 

Bii^tions, bird, 238. 

Mthhdilo, bear's name, X46 m. 

Mikhdilo Jvdnovich Topiigkin, 
bear's name, 146 n, 

Mikh&iloff, Nihilist chief, 89; 
sentenced, 115. 

Milan, King, stupid, 261 and n. 

Blilil&kofE, agrees with Bismarck, 
128 ; statement of, 422. 

Milititine, General, kept in ignor- 
ance, X13; retires, 114; an 
Album, 362 ; War Minister, 
368 ; proposed plenipotentiary, 

370- 
Milk, good and plentiful, 18. 

Millais, Mr. J. G., Elk-yards, 140 n. 
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BfiUer, Capt. J. H.. the saigd, 
36011. 

Biiller, Orfet, 188 and n. 

BCilti6iiiiaya, St. Peteraburg, bar- 
racks, 14 n. ; 30. 

Milne. Sir Berkeley, Wellington 
College, 36. 

BlingreUa, Prince, Russia's candi- 
date, 283 ; H. Bismarck, 288. 

Mingrelian regiment, 186. 

liinlstry of the Interior, on the 
Moika, 86, 185. 

Mink, 75 ; tracks, 143. 

Minnows, fly, 338, 339. 

Minor Canon, " a certain," bad 
luck fishing, 328. 

Mirsky, shoots at General Dren- 
teln, 61 and n., 176. 

Mishka, bear's name, 146. 

Mishha stavdi, dengki davdi, mean- 
ing. Z03. 

Missel-thrush, 235. 

Mitau, capital of Courland, 77, 
404. 

Mlady6tsky, shoots at M61ikoff« 
69 ; hanged, ib. 

Modem works, prohibited. 206. 

Mohrenheim, Baron, Russian Am- 
bassador, 276, 375 and n. 

Monastery. St. George, 278. 

Monstrelet's chronicle, copy of, 

37. 
Monte Carlo, duel, 273. 

Mont61imar, 363 n. 

Moore, Mary, in St. Petersburg, 

394- 
Moor-hens, 82. 

Moose, Canada, 139, 140. 

" Mops," Alexander III. and 
Battenberg, 407. 

Morier, Sir Robort, no fear and 
self-reliant, 204 ; succeeds Sir 
E. Thornton, 259 ; on Peace, 
266; the Press, 267; "the 
unexpected," ib. ; Salisbury 
speech, 285 ; Schouv&loff, 
288 ; gives a rout, 296 ; 
press correspondents, 297 ; 
Standard telegram, 298 ; caper- 
cailzie shooting, 299 ; Hilton's 
case, 319; France and Germany, 
320 ; G. C. B.. ib, ; England 
and Russia, 320 ; Bismarck and 
Germany, 322 ; ample pro- 
portions. 330 ; unfortunate con- 
tretemps, 342-4 ; Lord Ran- | 



dolph Churchill, 389 ; Madford. 

399 ; a crypto^adical, 400 : 

chooses the Ttnus, 417 ; refutes 

Deines, 418. 
Morier, Lady, and her dresses, 260. 

coolness m the rapids, 330 ; 

pivhaU! ib. 
Morley, Lord, Life of Gladstone, 

the Penjdeh ar&tration, 223. 
Morning Post, 26, 161. 
Morskdya Street, St. Petersborg. 

73- _ . 

Moscow, its founder, 16 ; Russian 

description, 16 fi. ; Alexander 

IIL, 161. 
Moscow Gazette, the, 17 ; Katkbffs 

article, 127 ; Sariks, 198 n. ; 

A^han frontier. 21 1 ; conspira- 
tors, 294. 
Mosquitoes. 335 ; columns of, 338; 

very vicious, 342. 
Moss-bog, 31 X. 
JIf .P. for Russia, Stead's, 225 n., 

305 n. 
Moujffle, Monsieur, land-owner, 

355 ; songs, 358. 
Moujik. See mujflc 
Mountain-ash, 259. 
Mouravi6ff, General. Drent^n. 

6x n. ; Polish insurrection, 166 : 

nervous and cruel, 167 ; sudden 

death, 168. 
Mouravi6ff, Madame, " ten times 

worse than he," x68. 
Mouravi6ff family, the, numerous. 

168 ». 
Mourino, village, to; EngUsh 

colony, ib. ; ukase on serfdom. 

II «. ; 38, 248, 263. 
Mudford, W. H., exoeptioiial 

position on Standard, 23 : 

author's interview, 24 ; about 

coming war, 290 ; appreciation. 

298 ; arrogant message, 399. 
Mujih, Russian peasant, 92 ; 

fallacies about, 93, 359 ; and 

Bismarck. 411. 
Mailer. Major, Ute pristaf, 58. 
Mfinster, Count, 4 n. 
Mdnster, Count Alexander, 33. 
Murghab, r., battle on, 73. 
Murphy, Irish American dentist, 

344- 
Musurus, Turkish Ambassador, 

300. 

Muzart pass, 50, 117. 
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N. 

I^a av6s, " on chance/' 378. 

>Tab6koff, Bfinister of Justice, 
XI 3, 285. 

Na-ckai, tea money, 4x2. 

Nails, " Yon might grow mignon- 
nette in," 308. 

N'ames, confusion in Russian pro- 
nunciation, 291. 

l^apoleon I., incident on way to 
£lba, 363 and n. 

l<7apoleon III., 29 ; explosive 
millets, 292 ; the Schouv&lofE 
pistols, 363 ; sympathetic, 364 ; 
Chislehurst, 367 ; death, ifr. 

Karlshkin, 208 ; Kanaka Club, 
342; revenge, 343 and M.; repri- 
manded, 344. 

Nar&dnaya Vdlya, Nihilist paper, 

55. X91. 
Karva, 393. 

Nasi, crust of the snow, 140. 
Natural History Museum (Russian) 

C. Wellesley s falcon, 284. 
Naval attaches, mode of appoint- 
ment, 35 n. 
Nayixdka, galloping with dogs, 373. 
Nechdyeff, Nihilist and the Times, 

194 '» " perfect scoundrel," 195; 

extremist, 195-6 n. 
Kech&yefi-Maltsofis, rich family. 

General Cher^vin, 425. 
Netft, estate, 312. 
Neva, r., 147 ; the bar, 225 and «.; 

salmon-bait. 339; green isles, 

346. 
Nevsky Prospect, St. Petersburg, 

77» 367 »• 
Newcastle Chrontde, 369 n. 

New Forest, pine-beetle, 165 fi. 

New Guinea, Germany, 213. 

New Russia Company, steel works, 

39. 

Niagara Falls, flow of water, 326 n. 

Nicholas I., Emperor, ukase serf- 
dom, XX n,', Crimean War, 27 ; 
coronation, 83; Napoleon III., 
178. 

Nicholas II., Emperor, coming of 
s^gCf 199 ; anecdote, 295. 

Nicholas Michailovich, Grand- 
duke, Schouv&lofiE's funeral, 422; 
murdered by Bolsheviks, 422 n. 

Nicholas of Bari, Saint, 40. 

Nicholas of Montenegro visits St. 
Petersburg, 273-4. 



Nicholas Staff Academy, 290. 

Nicolaieff, the Battenbergers, 
318. 

Nicolaievka, small estate, 377. 

Nicolayeff, 296. 

Nicolajrevsk, 20. 

Nightingales, 225; nests, 235. 

Night-jars, their yearljr feast, 338. 

Nigra, Count, V^Lrtemiaki, 91- 

Nihilism, progress, 48 ; cUld of 
.Third Section, 87 ; increase of, 
X75 ; a disease, 186. 

Nihilists, raid on a lodging, 55 ; 
few in numbers, x x8 ; how 
made, 176 ; prisoners, 189-90. 

Nijni N6vgorcKl, 20; Franco- 
Russian demonstration, 301 ; 
escapade, 391. 

NikoUieff, 172. 

Nikolai Nikobdvich, Grand-duke, 
C. in C. in Turkey, 368. 

NikoUyevsk, X50. 

Northern Winter, the, X2-X3. 

North German Gazette, article, 282. 

Nos, nose, 9. 

Notbeck, Mr., buys Harraka pro- 
perty, 345. 

Novgorod Government, 15 x, 156. 

N6vikoff, Mme. de, apol(»bt for 
Geok Tep$, 96 n. ; disuke for 
" rotten liberties," xo8 ; ex- 
planation, X23 ; Penjdei^, 219- 
20 ; Kinglake, 305. 

Novocherka^, t., the Don, X5 n, 

N6voe Vrimya, Nihilism, 87 : 
Sarah Bernhardt, xi8 ; Lessar, 
X2X ; Sk6beleff, X22 ; Triple 
Alliance, x6o ; challenges Eng- 
land's right, 200; Bisixiarclrs 
game, 2x3 ; virulent article, 

424 ; official warning, 425. 
N6vosti, Schouv&loff rumour, 220. 
Nuthatch, 238. 

Nyslott, 324 ; narrows at, 340 H, 

O. 
Oaks, grand, 8x ; woods, 352. 
Ob, r., X37 n, 

Obldva, ling for animals, 148, 151. 
Observer, the, 24 and n, 
Odessa, Nihilist outrage, 6x ; 430. 
Official Messenger, Skdbeleff's 
speech, X24 ; 14 July. X884, 

198 fi. ; 390- 

Okhrdna, Cher6vin, chief of the, 

425 ». 
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Okhta, r., ii, 75. 141, 151, aai. 

Okhta, polygos» 248; Sir R. 
MoncT, 284* 

Olaas Magnus, notable map, 157. 

Old BeUeven, M61ikofi, 176. 

Otaa, Sister, 427. 

Olonets, province, 9^ ; buHini 
and Kuevala, 100 ; wolves and 
bears, 103 ; snow in the wood- 
lands, 134 ; hunting, 152 ; 
Finns, 156. 

On^a, Lake, 98 and n., 99. 

Onslow Square, 417. 

Oranienbaum, near St. Peters- 
burg, 234 ; Moriers at, 320. 

Orchis, sweet scented, 166. 

Oregon senator, wife, 251. 

Oriole, golden, 236. 

Orl6ff, Prince Gi«gory, Catherine 

II., 31 «- 

Orl6fi, Prince, Russian Ambassa- 
dor in Paris. 68, 352. 

Orl6ff-Denisoff, Ataman of the 
Don Cossacks, 357. 

Orl6ff-I>enfsoff, Count, first hus- 
band of Peter Schouvtioff's 
wife, 314. 

Orl6fi-Deni80ff, Count. kiUed at 
Geok Tepi, 96 ». 

Orl6vka, 183. 

Orthodox Qiurch, the soul, 74 ; 
Purgatory, ib. 

Orthodox v, Lutheran, 84. 

Osborne, the Royal Yacht, 35, 36. 

Osier beds, 359. 

Onpreys, 325, 326; watch the 
fishing, 327. 

Osprey's nest, adventure, 231*3. 

Ossietines of the Terek, 15. 

Ostermann, Count A. I., career, 

137 «• 
Ostiaks, bear as a god, 156. 

Ostram&nsha, a shooting place, 
137 ; origin of name, 137 n, ; 
club, 147 ; E.D., 239 ; moors 
and marshes, 248 ; dks moving, 
263. 

Ostfogd, fishing spear, 358 ». 

Ostrog6isk regiment, 358 and m. 

Ostrog6]sk, t., 358 n. 

Oswell, Livingstone's friend, 12. 

Otter, 75 ; tracks, 143. 

Oubril, secret map, 371. 

Ovis Poii, Mr. Littledale, 415 ; Sir 
H. Trotter, 416 n. ; Sir Percy 
Sykes, ib. 



Owls, snowy, 237 ; Ural, 234, 

314 ; eagle-, 359. 
Oxus, r., 53 ; «m Amu Daria. 

P. 

P., Count, duel, 273. 

P., Mr., visit to Nihilist lodging, 
55 ; volnble protests, 56^. 

PaSilen, Count Feter, assassination 
of Emperor Paul, 308 fi. 

Pahlen, Count, shooting, 284; 
" taking salt." 308 ; his ances- 
tor, 308 ». ; Minister of Justice, 
359. 

PaWuista, please do ! 56. 

Palace Quay, St. Peterabuxg, 34. 

Palais de Justice scene, 366. 

Palmerston, Lord, described, 27. 

Pamirs, the Littledales, 415. 

Papal Curia, 127. 

Pape, General v., 400. 

Pappenheim, Count Max, his 
extravagant pretensions, 205 ; 
smashes the glasses, ib, ; de- 
light at being saluted, 206. 

Parade hunt, a, 360. 

Paranamisus, as dividing line, 
208, 210. 

P&rj^olovo, 247. 

Pans Exhibition (1867), 364. 

Partridges, 75, 238. 247. 309; 
huge packs. 352, 354. 373. 

P^ishkon, Cok>nel. Radstockist 
prayer-meetings, 71 ; Hilton 
case, 319 and n. ; simple life, 

_ 351 «. 

Pastor, rose-coloured, 239. 

Patk&noff, Prof., 46. 

Patrick, St., wood sorrel, 334. 

Patteme, Sir W., and his leg, 83. 

Paul I., his snub-nosed regiment, 

14 and ». ; Prince Zdboff. 83 ; 

assassinated, 84 and ». ; ukaiseon 

succession, 90. 
Paul regiment, 14 and »., 423. 
Pdvel F&vlovich, son of Paul 

Schouv41o£f, the bear, 91 ,- 

Andrei favotirs, 242 ; Riam^^v^ 

274 ; no belief in Bismarck, 313; 

assassinated, 430. 
Plvlovsk, 295. 

Peacock, Demetrius, consul, 416. 
Pear-tree, a wild, 377. 
Peasants and their land, 182 and n. 
Penjdeh, news coded, 73 ; Sariks, 

199 M. ; Russia's claim, 21 1 and 
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». ; dispute, 215 ; battle, 217 ; 
date, 2 18 n. ; an object of 
complete indifference, 224. 

Perch, 330; "the Devil," ib. 
See P^rkalS. 

Perfide Albion, Russian equivalent 
for, 257 and n. 

Pifkali, the Devil in Finnisl^, 330 ; 
a misunderstanding, ib, 

Per6vskaya. Sophie, Nihilist* 89 ; 
Alexander's assassination, 106 ; 
sentenced, 115. 

Persia. Herat, 53, 55 ; mission, 
from, 116. 

Persimmons, 251. 

Pen&n, heathen idol, 99 n. 

Peter the Great, his Guards, 14 «.; 
foreign gun-makers, 77 ; privi- 
leges. 84 ; favourites, 137 n. ; 
reforms, 186-7 > ^^ mother, 

« 343 «. 
Pcterhof, 133, 234. 

Peiliu diSlayet, '* makes a loop," 

144. 
Petrovski, iron works, 99 w. 
Petrozav6dsk, iron works, 99 and ft. 
Petrus^vich, General, killed, 94. 
PhiUpovna,Vera (Figner), Nihilist, 

185 ; military insurrection, 186; 

verses, 190. 
PhiUppopoUs, Prince Alexander, 

256. 
Photographing before kodaks, 154. 
Pine, for English market, 165 ; 

eaten up by parasites, ib. ; a 

patriarch, 233. See Spruce. 
Platitsen brothers, the, factories, 

354- 
Plat6n, Metropolitan of Kieff, 

coarse but able, 84 ; Emperor's 

portrait, 85 ; baptises O. Miller, 

x88 w. 
Plehve, Director of State police, 

189 ; fate, 189 n. 
Plessen, von. German naval 

attach^, 229 ; saying, 230. 
Plevna, investment, 31. 
Ploughs, camels, three yokes, 355. 
Plum-pudding, a real, 91. 
Poacher, ' a Hielan.' 28 ; advance 

in line, 312. 
Pobyedon6stseff, Holy Synod, 71 ; 

Alexander HI., 113, 383. 
PodUts, a scoundrel, 188. 
Pod61ski, land owner, 360. 
Podordjniki, 237, 



Poffdms, anti- Jewish, 116. 

Pomters, improved breed. 152 ; 
trick dog, tb. 

Pokrdf, feast to the Virgin, 359. 

Poles in Prussia. 373. 

PoUtoiaya zviesdd, Pole Star, 4. 

Police, raid. 55 ; trap, 56-7 ; 
common practice, 59. 

Polotsk. Pnnce of, 166 n. 

P6]ovtseff, M. Secretary of State. 
31 ; wolf -hunting, 142 ; shoots 
a l3mx. 151 ; Dietz. 152 ; 
richest man in Russia. 196, 197 
M. ; V&rtemiaki, 203 ; elk- 
chasse, 293 ; Tsar^vich. 295 ; 
Napoleon, III., 291 ; Paris 
Jockey Club, 374; Schouv&loff's 
funeral. 423. 

PolyfhemtiSt H.M.S., a '* mystery 
ship," 35. 

Pomerdnisevaya, cnh - apple 
brandy, 163. 

PomiSskchik, land-owner, in rags, 
362 and n. 

Pomdshchnik, assistant police 

" officer, 58. 

Poole, the tailor. 307. 

" Popes." 40. 

Poplar wood, pstper, 164. 

Porokhovuie Zav6di. powder 
works, 141 M. 

Porridge, buck-wheat, 18. 

Posldnie, message, 202 and ». 

Pot&poff, goes out of his mind, 
175 ; Nechiyeff, 195 and n. 

Potemkin, Catherine's favourite, 
163. 

Potocki, Count, 11 ». 

Potter, Paul, Hermitage collection, 
351. 

Potyomkin (Potemkin), death. 83. 

Pourtalte, Count. German Ambas- 
sador. 417 and n. 

Povelinie, an order, no. 

Powder works, near St. Peters- 
burg. 141 and n. ; wolves. 291. 

Pozzo di Borgo, a Russian Am- 
bassador. 27. 

Preobraj6nskoe. village near Mos- 
cow, i^ ff. 

Preobrajensky Guards, 14 ; his- 
tory. 14 n. ; Palace explosion, 
60. 

Present State of Russia, Dr. S. 
Collins (?). 327 ff. 

Press, freedom of. 179. 
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lUbram, Dr. A. F., Secret TfeetUes 

of Austna Hungary, 300 n. 
Prijgai, Jump ! 242. 
Primrose, £. W., huntisg with 

author, 152. 
Primroses^ 278* 
Primulas, 278. 

Pristidjka, the off^nJloper, 247. 
Prjevalflky, Colondi, Lob Nor, 261. 
Prokdfii, a saint, 40 ; stories, 41. 
Prassia, distinct policy, 382. 
Prussian Life Guards, Alexander 

of Bulgaria, 283. 
Prussians at Ruhenthal, 78. 
Pshavs, Caucasian tribe, 14. 
Ptarmigan, 23;^. 
Publicknaya jHukehina, public 

woman, 359. 
Pddovka, 164. 
Pul-i-Khatun, 214. 
PuM-Khisti, 211 n. 
Pnlt6va, 172. 
Puns, some, 357-8. 
Pdntarin Koski, rapids, 340 and n, 
Pnrslain, red, 82. 
Pushkin, 17 ; bullied by Bencken- 

dorff, 87 and ». ; censored by 

Nicholas, 87 n. 
PutfUne, General, Secret Police, 

269 ; conspiracy, 298. 
Pytola media, 335. 
Pytola uniflora, 335. 
P3rthagoras, 13. 
I^rthic Club, Oxford, 33. 

8uail, hawking for, 416. 
neen's Messengers, their badge. 
36 ; bad blow for, 37. 
Quetta, force at, 215. 

R. 
Rachel, Mario incident, 351 ; les 

deuM Pifeons, ib, 
Radstocldsts, the, 71 ; implicit 

belief in themselves, 311. 
Rafial6vich, Arthur, F^nch corre- 

Sondent, 32 : a neat retort, ib.\ 
anotaux, 33 ». 
Railway travelling, in Russia, 3. 
Rainb^ux, M., Beres6vsky'8 

attempt, 364. 
Rantsau, Countess v., Bismarck's 

daughter, 274. 
Ranunculus glacialis, 335. 
Raspberry* the Arctic, 335. 



Rastrdli, Bartokmieo, ^R^nter 

Palace, 77; Ruhenthal, ib. 
Rastrelfi, Count Carlo B., Peter 

tiie Gxeat, 77. 
Ravens, and hawk, 141. 
Rawlinson, Sir Henry, Herat and 

Merv, 130 ; England and Russia 

in the East, 130 n. 
Rawul Pindi Durbar, 215 ; Penj- 

deh news, 218. 
Raeboiniki, robbers, 247. 
Raxoum6vsky, Anichkoff Palace, 

77- 
RaModd, review, 14 ; memorable 

one, 15. 
Rebydta (children), 31. 
Records of Big Game, Ro^riand 

Ward's, 139 «f. 
Reeds, beds, 359; 12 feet hi^, 

360. 
Reeves, 252. 
Regicides, trial, 114-5* 
Re-insurance Treaty, Germany 

and Russia, 201 ; date, 201 »« ; 

Paul Schouv61<^ and Herbert 

Bismarck, 300. 
Reli^on, the chief influence, 99. 
Reminiscences of Tolstoy, 171 n. 
Republifue Fraufaise, la — ^Anglo- 

Kussian crisis, 215. 
Reutem, Count, prudent finance, 

178 ; resigns, 179 ». ; Alex- 
ander lU.. 289 and ». : as 

Finance Minister, 368. 
Reuue des DeuM Mondes, Hano- 

taux, 33 n. ; A Leroy Beaulieu, 

75- 
Richter, German liberal, 282. 

Richter, Mrs., landlady, 416 n. 

Riddle, Parson, Kronstadt, 35 ; 
lover of good cheer, 36. 

Rid^eway, Sir West, English Com- 
nussioner, 30X ; signs Conven- 
tion, ib, ; Morier, 320 ; the Bath, 
320 n, : views hereafter, 322. 

Riesanka village, Tartar cut- 
throats, 358. 

Rieiai, to cut, 358. 

Riga, Exhibition, 76 ; siege, 78 ; 
Peter I. at, 84; Baltic Pro- 
vinces, 85 ; paper mills, X64 ; 
Armitstead, 165 ; Hotd, 303. 

Rikoff, Mr., Dutch correspondent, 
code 72 

Risak6fi, Nihilist, Alexander II., 
106; sentenced, X15. 
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Roberts, General (Earl), the Press, 
25 and ». ; Ftiriy One Ysars in 
India, 25 n. ; Central Asia, 49 ; 
Afghan policy, 51 ; mardi to 
Kandahar, 52. 

Robins, rare, 236. 

Roe-deer, 312. 

Roller, the, 239. 

Rom&nofEs, plot to destroy, 59-60. 

^ROmershof station, 4x0. 

Rooks, colony of, 81. 

Roon, General v., his opinions, 

293. 
Rose, Sir Philip, Beaconsfield. 

180 w. 
Rosebery, Earl of, Bismarck, 274. 
Ro68l3m, Earl of, mentioned, 265, 

268. 
Rost6ff, 277. 
RoUerdamscke Courant, the, Dutch 

paper, 72. 
Rouble, the, exchange value, 37. 
Ronher, Napoleon III.'s Minister, 

364. 

Roumania, warned, 317. 

Rowe, M. H., Quofterfy Journal of 
FoTBStiy, 165 n. 

Royal Geographical Society, 
Council of, 35. 

Rnbus arcHcus, 335 ». 

Rubus chamaemorus, 335 n. 

Rudolph, Arch-duke, death, 419. 

Rufis, 91 n., 252. 

Ruhenthal, estate, first visit, 76 ; 
Biron, 77 ; house, 78 ; French 
and Prussians at, ib. ; occu- 
pants, 79 ; gardens, 82 ; last 
visit, 403. 

Rumersdorf, station, 314. 

Running down game, skis, 100; 
a lynx, zoi. 

Ruxik, 31 w. 

Rns, Aks&koff's, Merv. 54 ; Bosnia, 
122; Sk6belefi, 123 ft.; Aksd- 
kofi's career, 275. 

Russia, contrast with Germany, 
6-7 ; possibifities, 8 ; roughing 
it, 20 ; no sympathy with 
France, 67 ; England, 70 ; 
China, 88-9 ; military prepara- 
tions, 215 ; prestige, 224 ; Bul- 
garia, 257 ; vetoes Alexander of 
Battenberg, 260-1 ; relations 
with England, 313 ; Ferdinand 
of Coburg, 320; defensive 
measures, 387 ; Bismarck, 397. 



It 



Russians, kiss not quarrel when 
drunk, 2x6. 

Russian Encyclopaedia, 305. 

Russian Government, treats people 
hke children, 207. 

Russian Press, Schouv&loff, 25 ; 
Government treatment, 27. 

Russian, Telegraph service, an 
incident, ^2-3. 

Russian vaticinations about Eng- 
land, 220. 

Rnsski Bibliographicheshi Slcvdr, 
36911. 

Russki Bogh, " The Russian God. 

173. 
Riisshi Invalid {Invalide Ru$$e), 

official organ, 94. 
Russki Viestnik, magazine, 302. 
Russo-Genxian relations, 65-6 ; 

Penelope's web, 67. 
Russo-Japanese War, 343 n. 
Rustchuk, 283. 
Rydbchik, hazel grouse, 238, 247, 

25X n., 284. 
Rymnik, Suv6roff's battle, 32. 

S. 

Sabi&roff succeeds Tolstoy, 71. 

Saigd, antelope, distinct genus, 
360 and n. 

Saima, sea or lake, 226 ; its 700 
islands seen at once, 324 ; seals, 
325. 

St. Andrew order, 5, 6, 168. 

St. Anne order, 83. 

St. Alexander Nevsky, 83. 

St. Elias, annual festival, 99 and n. 

St. GcOTge order, different classes, 
32. 

St. George s Dav, Alexander II. 
and William of Prussia, 90. 

St. John's Eve, f6te, 81. 

St. Michael. Prince of Chemigoff, 
martyred, 31 w. 

SS. Peter and Paul, island church, 
X09 ; fortress, 183. 

St. Petersburg, its social season, 
X4 ; Treaty, 89 ; Donon's res- 
taurant. 117, X25 ; University 
Benevolent Society, 188 n. ; 
effect of the Stoydnoff coup, 
256 ; English magazine, 352. 

St. Vladimir order, 5. 

Sakh&ti, elk in West Siberia, 139. 

Sala, George Augustus, Moscow 
coronation, 161. 
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SaUsbury, Marquis of, 'resigiu, 
274 n. ; Bulgaria, 284 ; " weak 
and ignorant/' 304 ; tricked 
over the Sanjack, 304-5 ; sus- 
pects Schouv^lofi, 369 ; Ba- 
toum, 371 ; irritates Schouvd- 
loff. 372 ; rumours, 390 and n. 

Salmon, 325 ; Neva, 330 ; land- 
locked water, 331 ; varying 
tastes, 338 ; slippery, 349. 

Salting, Mr. George, Cariani's 
Madonna, 162. 

Salven, Courland estate, 311 ; 
H. Bismarck, 410. 

Sam&ra government, 20; town, 
296. 

Samarcand, Abdur-rahman, 51. 

Samoderjdonaya vlast, two trans- 
lations, Z13. 

Samoyed, and the cold, 13. 

Sandpipers, 252. 

Sanndns»n, pointer's trick, 152. 

San Stefano, Treaty of , 2 ; re- 
vision, 369. 

Sapernv-peretUok (Sapper's-lane), 
St. Petersburg, 55. 

Sarakhs, Russian survey, 121 ; 
Persia, 129 ; name and place, 

197-8. 

Sar&toff. 359. 

Sarcophagus, as sole asset, 37. 

Sarik Turkomans, deputation, 198 
and »., 199 n. ; women finest 
weavers, 415 m. 

Schliisselbuzg, prison, 190 ; devil- 
fish, 327 ; Neva, 339. 

" Schou.'Beaconsfield's abbrevia- 
tion for Schouv^off, 27*1., 
180 ft. 

Schonv&loff family, history, 304 n. , 
Peter and Voltaire, ih, 

Schouv^ofi, Count Andr6i, father 
of Peter and Paul, 83 ; Princess 
Ziiboff, 84 ; Empress Alexandra 
Fe6dorovna, 40a. 

Schonv^loff, Andr6i Petr6vich, 
Peter's son, sells Usvi&t, 165 n. ; 
French army, 289 ; shows his 
nails, 308 ; a half-Arab, 360. 

Schouv41o£E, Countess (Peter), 
Radstocldst, and her coachman, 
71 ; her present, 289 ; de- 
scribes her husband, 308 ; her 
first husband, 314. 

Schouv&loff, General Count Paul, 
Ambassador in Berlin, 31 ; 



Plevna, ib. ; Alexander II., 
172 ; incident, German bar- 
racks. 177: Berlin, 259: Ger- 
man Guards, 288 ; Bergmann. 
313 : shooting, 314 ; r^e of 
ambassadors gone, 316 ; Bfialet 
the only agreeable man in 
Berlin, s6. ; Germans detestable. 
ih. ; negotiations, 395 ; Salven, 
410 ; his ]^ung wife, 413 ; 
brother's death, 421 ; brother's 
funeral, 424 ; " this is what he 
would have wished, Ivin Iv&no- 
vich \" ib.\ wife's tomb, 430 : 
he beside her, ib, ; son's mauso- 
leum, ih. 

SchottvMoff. Pdvel P&vlovich. 
Paul's son, 10. See P&veE 
P&vlovich. 

Schottv&lofi, Count Peter, Am- 
ba^ador in London, 1874-9, 
unrecognised at H3rde Park 
meeting, 2 ; invites author to 
accompany him to Russia. 3 : 
the journey, 4-5 ; dubs author 
Iv&n Ivtoovich, 10; suggests 
correspondentship in Russia. 
23 ; receives Mndford, 24 ; 
caUed " Schou " by Lord Bea- 
consfield, 27 m. ; and a Jew 
deputation, 28 ; an early riser. 
32 ; Souvemfs inddUs on the 
Berlin Congress, 33 n. : some 
experiences as Grand-maftre de 
PcMice, 69; Virtemiaki, 75; 
Gov.-General of Baltic Pro- 
vinces, 76 ; Ruhenthal, 78 : 
his mother, 83 ; describes the 
Russian character, 92-3 ; justi- 
fied, 128 ; at Usvi&t, 163 ; ^dis- 
gusted with Mouravi^ff's cruelty 
in Poland, 167 ; " the days of 
seridom," 169 ; Sevastopol. 
170-3 ; Dr. Botkin, 174 ; asked 
by Tsar to name his successor, 
175 ; the Nihilists, 176 ; on 
cause of Crimean War, 178 ; the 
Press in England and Russia. 
180 ; on the law of libel, 181 ; 
the communal system, 182 ; 
letters destroyed, 183 ». ; re- 
fuses office, 196 ; his nephew. 
Pappenheim, 205 ; '* a pair of 
turtle-doves," 228 ; his fine hos- 
pitality, 241 ; enraged with his 
keeper, 242 ; on newspaper 
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correnwndeats, 259 ; King 
Milaa 8 stapidity, 261 ; goes to 
Bladrid, 264 ; bismaick 8 pro- 
posals, 267 ; Sir F. C. Ford, 268 ; 
Duke of Wellington, 269 ; on 
Queen Isabella, tb. ; Bismarck 
and the proposed Battenbeig 
marriage, 270 ; " cannot teU 
yon State secrets," 271 ; nerves 
afiected by the terrible railway 
accident at Wigan, 272-3 ; duel 
with Count F., 273 ; King 
Milan's despairing letter, 275 ; 
" Red — ^the colour of vour 
Government now," 277 ; Alex- 
ander III., 287 ; Sir R. Morier 
tries to pump, 288 ; it " should 
have been an inlcpot," 289 ; 
Bravo, Iv4n Ivinovich t -4b» ; 
a broken leg " in the Stcphan- 
platz," 290; confirms Blowitz 
of the Times, 299 ; his part in 
the Re-insurance Treaty, 301 ; 
the family history, 304 and n. ; 
opinion on Lord Lytton's 
appointment to India, 304 ; 
Slalisbury tricked, 305 ; and 
" a traitor in the British 
Cabinet," 306 ; on the Khiva 
promise, ib.; " English always 
suspicious," 307 ; first meeting 
wiA Lord Derby, ib. ; " Poole^ 
and Dr. Evans, 308 ; taking 
salt, Russian fasMon, ib. ; a 
Crimean champa^e, 314 ; Bis- 
marck's friendship for Russia, 
319 ; Rachel and Mario, 351 ; 
the " eccentric " Lord Dudley 
and an anonymous Duke, 352 ; 
bridges in Russia, 361 ; MHii- 
tin's album, 362 ; his ancestor 
and Napoleon I., 363 ; Napoleon 
III., 363-4 ; on Berez6vsky's 
attempt on the Tsar, 364-5 ; 
scenes in Paris, 366 ; visit to 
Chislehurst, 367 ; how the 
Berlin Congress was arranged, 
368 ; the Salisbury agreement, 
369 and ff . ; arrangement with 
Bismarck. 370 ; the Berlin 
Congress, 370-2 ; Lord Derby's 
question, 377 ; a warning of 
tnier$sting events, 399 ; Bis- 
marck tells a secret, 401 ; much 
too early riser, 403 ; on pencil 
notes, 405 ; Emperor Frederick 



and his wife, 406 ; " a lieu- 
tenant in a Prussian regiment 
without a kreuzer," ib. ; a story 
of his legs, 408; Prince Dol- 
gor&ky's death, 409 ; illness, 
do you hear bells ? " 410 ; 
no improvement in health, 
418 ; dies in author's arms, 
421 ; his funeral, 422-4 ; a 
Press attack and an Imperial 
amende, 425-6 ; nineteen years 
after, 430- z. 
Schramm, land agent and sports- 
man, 354 and ft. ; " the old 
sportsman," 357 ; the moujik, 

359- 
Schr^Lmovo, 374. 

Schtiku, pike, shooting one, 82. 

Schuyler, Eugene, Turkistan, 51 m. 

Schwannebach, Countess Schou- 
v&loff's agent, the nun^'ik, 359 ; 
the Saigi, 360; cart-horses, 
ib. ; bridges, 361 ; his gossip, 

373. 374. 376- 

Schwarxen-Hdupter, Riga, 76 and 
n. ; Nicholas I., ib. 

Schweinitz, General v., German 
Ambassador, 10 ; V^otemiaki, 
91 ; Geok Tepe, 96 ; shoots a 
lynx, 151 ; the Dufferin anec- 
dote. 203 ; loses his temper, 
ib. ; American wife, 204 ; in- 
dependent of his watch, 284 ; 
Alexander III., 291 ; explosive 
bullets, 292 : telegram to Bis- 
oiBxck, 370. 

Schweizdr (hall-porter), 56. 

SchwertriUer, 76 n. 

Sclater, Mr. W. L., Z40 n, 

Sczechen, Count, 33. 

Seals, in Neva, 267 ; Saima, 325. 

Semigallia, province, 81 ». 

Senate, St. Petersburg, 63. 

Serbia, Berlin Congress, 179 ; 
invades Bulgaria, 261 and n. ; 
Milan's app^, 275 ; Austria, 
320. 

Serfs, emancipated in Baltic Pro- 
vinces, 80 ; liberated by Alex- 
ander II., 109 and n. 

Sergatshi bdrin, a bear name, 157. 

Serge, Grand-duke, scandals^ 227 ; 
marries Elizabeth of Hesse, ib. 

Sergief-Strelna, church, 77. 

Sevastopol, some incidents of the 
defence, 171 ; visit to, 277. 
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sengcr, 36 ; his grievance, ib. 

Sbaldr Puha, Tnrkiih AndMwa- 
dor, advertiaeB for an editar, 
420; grim hnmoar, ib. 

Sbakhovskdi, Prince, 15 ; charges 
England, 16. 

Shakhov8k6i family, 18. 

SkakUkha, sbdter, 145 and «. ; 
wigwam, 245. 

Shcham, dative of skchi, 351. 

Shcherb&toff, lYince, icservcs 
shooting, 354. 

Sheep-dogs and wolves, 353. 

Sheldrake, 325. 

Sbere AM, Axneer, war with Eng- 
land, 51. 

SheremMeff , Count, Grand Cham- 
berlain, 74 and ». ; his woods, 

354* 
Sherem^tieff choir, the, 358. 

Sherem^tieff estate, the, 357* 

Sherem^tievka, dvb, 147. 

Shimdxero, bour-hnnting expedi- 
tion, 98. 

ShinU, caped cloak, 206, 363. 

Shoe Lane, Standard office, 24. 

Shooting, in German army, 177. 

Shrew-mice, 248. 

Shrikes, red-backed, 237. 

Siberia, cattle plague, 166 ; Poles 
sent wholesale, 168 «. 

Sig, Welsh ftwynsdaA, a delicacy, 
33 ; dry flv, 338 n., 341. 

Sigismnnd, Augustas, of Poland, 
8z«. 

Siliacus, Finnish landed pro- 
prietor, 345. 

" Silver Doctor " (fly). j39. 

Silver Greyhound, badge of the 
Queen's Messenger, 36. 

Simich, Serbian Mmister, 419. 

Sinope, launch of, 277. 

Siverdcaya station, 341. 

SiydUlsivo, " ahiningness," epi- 
thet, x8. 

Ski, skin-dad sole, 13 ; Switzer- 
land, 253 ; Scandinavia, ib. 

Ski'inff, joys of, 104. 

Skiermevice, the Three Emperors 
revive Holy Alliance, 20X ; 
Imperial meetings, 267. 

Sk6beleff, General, Constantinople, 
19 ; saying cd, 52 ; Turko- 
mans, ib, ; the White General, 
53 and n. ; author's interview 




with, 53-5 : eariter 
Merv and Herat, 54 ; m 
id India, 55 ; Tnrfconan 
paign, 93 ; first attack. 94 ; 
mmours, 95; Geok Tc»e 
tared, 96 ; incident oi tae 
96 ». : 
1 21 ; Fnis, 122-4 • 
125 ; t hr e at ened in 
Germany, tfr. ; sadden death, 
131 ; bbw to Slavopliils, 132. 

SkobeUff amd tbs SimoomU Camse, 
by O. K., 123 «., 127 s.. 128 
and*. 

Skopinaky Bank, faihirei 179. 

Skororib, Platftsins' place, 3601, 

377- 
9av race, possible evolntioii, 8 ; 

lUyria, 121. 
Sldoa Bdgu, Thanks to God, 106. 
Slavidmski Bazdr, lioscow hotel, 

16. 
Slavonic race and Russia, Sk6- 

beleff, X2I. 
Slavophils and Liboals, Russian 

Pohtical Parties, no; triumph 

of 9avophi]s, 114 ; liosoow 

and Bulgaria, 258. 
Sledges, use, 13 ; principal traffic 

150 ; rule of the road, 151. 
Sliskno, do 3rou hear ? 242. 
Slivnitza, Serbian defeat at, 262. 
Shmka, F6laab. lor woodcock, 164. 
Smsidna, soured cream, 238. 
Smith, Emery, American Lega- 
tion. 34. 
Smolno Monastery, RastreUi, 77. 
Smofgonski shtdint, 157. 
Snipe, three varieties, 75, 91 s.. 

236, 238, 252, 309. 
Snow, opens roads in Russia, 13 ; 

its beauty, 134 ; ccystals, 135 ; 

best for skuing, 136; traitor, 

158. 
" Snow-shoes," old name for ski, 

Sobranie, Bulgarian assembly, 283 
n. ; Grand, elects Ferdmand, 
301. 

Socialist Party, organisation, 118. 

Sofia, how Bulgaria got it. 
304-5 ; Kinglake's view, 305 ; 
Blowitz, 305 fi. 

Sokol6ff, painter, 351, 356. 

Solovi6ff, nihilist, fires on Em- 
peror, 61. 
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Sam, fish» x8i ; gigantic, i8i»2 ». 

Song-throsh, 235. 

Sorsapoika {i^, duckling) » name of 
canoe, 140. 

Sauddk, pike;^perch, 331. 

Soud^ikin, Col., murdered, 189, 
Z91. 

Soul, the. Orthodox view, 74. 

Souvenirs Inidits, Schouir&Ioff's, 
Hanotaux, 370 «., 372 «. 

SovrenUnma IsvUstia — Contem- 
porary News, 86, 87. 

Spain. Queen oi (dowager), 269. 

Sparrowhawk, its prey, 373. 

Sportsman on white horse, old, 

357. 
Spring in N. Russia, no, 234. 

Spruce, free from parasites, 165 ; 
a useful, 233 ; sixteen in a ring 
at Rnhenthal, 304. 

Squirrels, shooting, 102 ; tracks, 
143; merry, 31 »• 

Staad, M. de, Kussian Ambassador, 
215. 

Stackelberg, Countess, Schou- 
v&lodBE's niece, 270. 

Stambulofi, Alexander of Batten- 
berg, 281 ; Regent, 283 ; Pre- 
mier, 419 ; Dumba, 420. 

Standard, Mudford, 23 ; its posi- 
tion, 48 ; keenness about news, 
ib. ; M61ikoff ukase, 64 ; 
Berlin correspondent, 66 ; 
Tsar's anniversary, 69; secret 
code, 72 ; how it worked, 73 ; 
Sk6beleff's speech, 123 n.; 
Herat, 199; Berlin views on 
Herat, 210-1 ; mutual with- 
drawal, 214 ; information, 21411; 
crisis with Russia, 216; Cau- 
casus, 413. 

Stanhope medal, 36 and ft. 

Sianav&i, police officers* 361 ; 
Siberia, 373. 

Sidrosias, village elders, 359. 

Stead, W. T., Mme. de N6viko£F, 
219 ; dubious ally, 220 ; Glad- 
stone's diortcomings, 225. 

Steed, J. W., of the Times, 
201 n. 

Steel-making, art of, 39. 

StephanplaU story, the, 290. 

Stephen, Sir A. Condie, English 
home, 139 ; attacked, 159 ; 
8ub-editonal - blunder, 160 ; 
Penjdeh business, 322 and n. 



Stephen Batory, Poland, x66 and 

n. 
Sterlet, from the Don, 373. 
Stettin, meeting abandoned, 380. 
Stevenson, EigM Yea/rs of Samoa, 

35 «. 

Stewart, Col. C. E., 277. 

Stewart, Sir Donald, Kabul, 52. 
Stieglitz, Baron, adopts a found- 
ling, 197 and ft. 
Stoiloff, at Hatfield, 317. 
St61i6toff's mission to Kabul, 

49. 

Storks, 81, 252. 

Stoy&noff. cot^ d'itai, 256. 

" Straits," the, Russia, 132 ; 
Batonm, 279. 

" Strange beast of an event," 
Morier's phrase, 267, 280. 

Stfeld, arrow, 9. 

Strelnikoff, General, murdered, 
61. 

Strepetd (pi. siripeti), little-bus- 
tard, 239, 354- 

Str6ganofi, Coimt, Palace, 77 ; 
choice wines, 408. 

Stroyefi, Colonel. Finland Regi- 
ment, 60. 

Students, poor, 176 ; share trou- 
sers, ib, 

Stumm, Councillor v., German 
Embassy, 33. 

Stundists, who they were. 202. 

Stutwegen, Dutch Minister, 293 ; 
noted duellist, 294. 

Suakin Expedition, the, 44. 

Suddh (Souddk) flies, countless 
millions, 338. 

Suez Canal, England, 132. 

Summer Garden, Emperor's exer- 
cise ground, 91 ; Neva, 167 ti. 

Sun. the, Zoroastrians, 429. 

Sunflowers, 355, 358. 

Supreme Executive Commission, 
M6Ukofl. 64 ; aboHshed, 86. 

Stirakh&ni, Guebre temples. 413. 

Suv6roff, tactics of, 32. 

Sviet, Chauvinist paper, 294. 

Svietskaya ioitui, lady in society, 

Svdioch, scoundrels. 364. 

Swaine, Col. Leopold, 9 and «., 

35- 
Swallows, adventures of a late 

brood, 236-7. 

Swinton, Mrs. George, 347 n. 
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Switzerland as sanctuary lor 

Nihilists, 194. 
Swords, Othello's, etc., 40. 
Sykes, Sir Percy, Ovis Poli, 416 n. 

T. 

Tables and chairs, shooting lunch, 
360. 

Tafts, the, American L^;ation, 
34, 226. 

Talleyrand, anecdote, 290. 

Tammerfors, Cotton and Print 
Mills, 345. 

Tapestry, famous, Mztau, 77. 

Taronidss, vehicle, 20. 

Taralaihas, two-wfaeded gigs, 226. 

Tashkent, t., 51. 

Tash Kepxi, 224 and ». 

Taylor, Harry, son of once- 
famous author, 36. 

Teal, 164, 250, 252, 325. 

Teck, Prince, chance victim, 2. 

Teheran, Enp;lish influence, 54 ; 
Russo-Persian Treaty, 129 ; 
British Legation, 159. 

Teiend, r., 197. 

Tekkes, victory, 49 ; defeat. 53. 

TelUga, vehicle, 20. 

Terek, r., 15. 

Terrorists, 118. See Socialist 
Party. 

Teutonic order, 76 ». 

Thames Iron Woiks, 39. 

Thatched House Club, Mr. Salting, 
162. 

Theodosia, GoUtsin's estate, 315. 

Third section, famous, 86 and n, ; 
its failure, 87. 

Thomson, Bonar (bankers), 9. 

Thornton, Lady, 225. 

Thornton, Sir Edward, succeeds 
Dufferin, 120; first reception, 
ib. ; Queen Victoria, 190 ; Penj- 
defa war is inevitable," 217 ; 
sea canal, 225 ; Constantinople, 
228 ; Alexander III., ib. 

Thornton, Eddie, hunting expedi- 
tion, 152 ,* photographs a bear, 
154 ; tour home, 278. 

Tiflis, z86 ; Hdtel, 415. 

Tikhi, quiet, apphed to Don. 
361. 

Tilly, at Magdeburg, 96 n. 

Tim^lsheff, the St. Andrew, 391. 

7tm«5,the,23 ; telegraphic advan- 
tages, i6x ; Nechayeff, 194; 



Batoam article, 279 ; AI4 

der of Bulgaria, 281 s. ; 

tern affair, 289 ; prefeRed to 

Standard, 417. 
' Tit,' Russian army, 177. 
TitehnOnde estate, 404 ; ale. 405. 
Tits, great, blue and otheiSk 238, 

2849. 
Todl6ben, General ▼., Winter 

Palace. 61 ; command in Tor- 

kev, 368 ; Alexander II., 369. 
" Tok." meaning, 91 and ft., 240, 

243. 244- 
Tokdi, meaning, 91 n. 

Tokordt, meaning, 91 n. 

Toksovo, Z48 ; wolves at, 272. 

Toksovo lakes, 75, 252, 253. 

Tolstdy. Alex^i, poet, " who fncjgot 
his necktie," 304. 

Tolst6y, Count Dmitri Andrey«- 
vich, resigns. 71 ; BGnister of 
Interior, 129 ; Sfamdard, 132 ; 
educational system, 176 ; Holy 
Synod. x8^ ; Alexander II., 
105 ; his views, 185-8 ; " rub- 
bish," 189: Nihilists. 189-90; 
proposes international conven- 
tion. 193 ,' pc^tical mordecers, 
194-5 : Katk6ff. 202 ; P^ksh- 
koff. 319 ; Alexander III., 383. 

Tolst6y, Count L60, Sevastopol 
171 M. ; Reminiscences, ib, 

Tolstdy, General, camels, 296. 

T^nias, salmon-fishing stations, 

347- 

Top-Kh4n6. Convention of. Bul- 
garia and E. Ronmelia, 278. 

Tiacks, a phenomenon, 144. 

Tracking, in the snow. 14 1-4. 

Treasury, check, a. Queen's Mes- 
sengers, 37. 

Trebizond route, the old, 162. 

Tree-creeper, the. 238. 

Trench. Colonel, his red coat, 277. 

Tr6poff, General, shot and 
wounded, 65 n. 

Trial, by jury. 6s n. 

Trinity Bridge of boats, 216. 

Tristadt, Treaty, 137 ». 

Troika, a racing. 10 ; " running 
away." 272 ; journey, 294. 

Trout, reject the fly, 338 and n. : 
gold-bdlied. 341 ; u^y one, 342. 

Tsankoff, Dragan, pro-Russiaii 
Bulgarian, 419 ; Shakir, 420 
andfi. 
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Tsar^vich (Alexander III.)* palace 

explosion, 60. 
Tsargrad, name for Constant!- 

nople« 19. 
TsariDrod, Serbian defeat at, 262. 
Tsaritsin, t., 20. 

Tsarskoe Selo, Imperial Palace, 
77 ; journey, 294 ; racecourse, 
352 ; state of Russia, 368. 
Tseng, Marquis, special mission, 
88 ; Treaty of St. Petersburg, 
X16. 
TserMvfU ViesUnk, Church Mes- 
senger, 99 n. 
Turkey, £. Roumelia, 261 ; Sul- 
tan's vacillation, 262. 
Turkoman, rugs, 415 and n. 
Torkoman, hordes, 53 ; massacre, 
96; stn>pes, 97. Se4 Tekkes, 
Sariks,Akhal. 
Tnrko-Russian War, incident, 15- 

16. 
Turner-Turners, the, erratic cou- 
ple, 330-1 ; their book, 331 n. 

U. 

UdivUelno, wonderful I 22. 

Uldt, r., 337. 

Ur^k, 20. 

Uspokayitelnoe, quieting, 387. 

TJstiug Veliki, saved by prayer, 

41. 
XJsviAt, Schouv^off estate, 163 ; 

sold, 165 ft. ; in history, 166 n. 
Uzbeg Khanates, 130. 

V. 

Vaarpa Saari, 333; J. Whishaw, 
335 ». ; not Uke Harraka, 345. 

V^ditin, Mr., a Liberal on the 
fnujik, 359. 

Valaam, island monastery, 99 and 
fi. 

VdUnki, felt boots, 92, 240^ 263 n, 

Valentinovich, Thekla Ign&tievna, 
Princess Ziiboff, mother of 
Peter and Paul Schouv&loff, 
84. 

Valinkoelri, fall of, 330. 

Valiiyeff, Count, l£nister of Do- 
mains, 31; interview, 11 2-3; 
equivocal rendering, 114. 

Van Halen, the Caucasus, 291. 

Virtemiaki, Schouv&loff estate, 
32 ; shooting-box, 75 ; Christ- 



mas, 91 ; wolves, 147 ; lynxes, 
151 ; the osprey, 231 ; lodge, 
241 ; the church, 423-4 ; nine- 
teen years later, 430-1. 

Varzin, Bismarck, 25, 28. 

Vasili island, Neva, 105, 225. 

Vasmund, Colonel, 294. 

Vatican, British Ambassador, 

Venizelos, Dr. Dillon, ^6. 

Vereshchdgin, General, Russia's 
disappointment, 19, 415 n. 

Vernal squills, 278. 

Versailles Congress (revision), 202 
and n. 

Vesta, the, 1x0 and n. 

Vetliinka, plague at, 63. 

Viborg, 220, 324. 

Viceroy's Council, India, 45. 

Victona, Queen, " Hiewi' poa- 
cher " story, 27 ; 1875, 49 n. ; 
?risoners, 190; telegram to 
'sar, 214 ; Grand-duke Serge, 
227. 

Victoria, Empress (Frederick's 
wife), too Clever for the Ber- 
liners, 397 ; a scene, 398. 

Vienna, a Russian boast, 289. 

Vilayet on the Danube, Bulgaria, 
420. 

ViUaume, Colonel, reported killing, 
288 and n. 

ViUi^mofi, General, at Salven, 
410. 

Vilna, 7. 

Violets, 225, 278. 

Virjbal6vo (Wirballen), 6, 150. 

Vidinegradsky, Finance Blinister, 

289, 381- 

Vitebsk, province, 163. 

Vitebsk, t., full of Jews, 163; 
no pogrdm, ib, ; no Zemstvo, 
180. 

' Vive la Pologne,' 366, 

Vivian, Lord, 389. 

Vladimir, Grand-duke, Palace ex- 
plosion, 60; special luncheon, 
197 ; mihiary matters, 313 ; 
no sport, 360 ; Alexander III., 
419 ; his sons, 419 n, 

Vlangali, Russian Foreign Office, 
267. 

VodiafuH buik (bittern), 164. 

Vogli6, Vicomte de, the author, 
elk-shooting, 293. 

Vo istinu voskriss, 17. 
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V<^a, r.. 20, 150. 
Volkodav, fox at, 374. 
Vdlost, lay-PariBh, 175 n, 
Voltaire, Peter Schouv^off, 304 n. 
Vordnej, steppe, 148 ; woodcock, 

253 ; shootuig in, 350 ; 358 n. 
Voroiit86ff , Count, frees serra, 11 n. 
Voronts6ff-Da8likoff, Count Gori^ 

lovo Hunt, 38 ; Caucasus, 

38 n.; Dantsic meeting, 117; 

Schouv^Uoff's funeral, 424. 
Voules, Horace, Labouchere's 

friend, 23. 
Voy^ikoff, General, Sofia, 270. 
Vstososldvny v6lost, 175 and «., 

176 «. 
Vutp, bittern, 164. 
Vuotea, r.. 140, 255, 324, 336, 

„ 341*345. 

Vudor, rubbish, 189. 

w. 

Wacken, Baron, 280. 

Waldemar, of Denmark. Bul- 
garian tiirone, 260, 283 ; wife, 
386 n. 

Waldemar, Princess, bom Marie 
of Orleans, 386 ». ; " forged 
papers," 408 n, 

Wales, Prince of (Edward VII.). 
at Alexander II. s funeral, 109 ; 
Garter for Alexander III., ib. ; 
Moscow in 1866, 393 ; Schou- 
v41off, ^21. 

Wales, Pnncess of. Tsar's funeral, 
109 ; the Churchills, 390. 

Wallace Brothers, 416. 

Wallace, Sir D. Mackenzie, Ger- 
man-Russian Treaty, 201 n. ; 
TiriMS correspondent, 369. 

Waltham Abbey, powder works 
at, 134. 

War, rumours in 1887, 290. 

Warsaw University Russianised, 
184. 

Water from snow. 155 ; the 
" forest fountain," ib, 

" Water-bull." 164. See Bittern. 

Water-crowfoot, white. 82. 

Water voles, 82. 

Waters, Major, a salmon haul, 
348 ; subsequent service. 348 n. 

Wax-wings, 238. 259. 

WeUesley. Cecil, shoots a Green- 
land falcon, 284. 

Wellington College. 36. 



Wellington, Doke of (3vd). at 
Madrid funeral. 268 ; f ocmerly 
Cok>nel Wdlesiey. 269. 

Wells Williams. Dr.. MiddU King- 
dom, his daughter, 225 and «. 

Werder, General v.. V^urtemiald, 
91 ; special intermediary be- 
tween the two Emperocs^ it7 
and n, ; at the KioecB, 262 ; 
spoils an fXkrckassB, 293. 

Weshr Wemyss, Lad^ (Miss 
Morier), 260. 

Westley Richards, Z2-bore cyHn- 
der gun. 104. 

Whipping, under Serfdom. 169. 

Whishaws, tiie, old residents, 10 ; 
a bear expedition, xox. 

Whishaw, Mr. James, the sig and 
the fly, 338 «. 

Wkisky^bobby (fly-minnow), 339- 

Whist, the only game in diplomatic 
circles, 36. 

White, Iftr. Andrew, American 
Legation. 34. 

" White Genoal," popularity of. 
i^i. See Sk6belefl. 

White Russians, quiet and or- 
derly, 166 ; peculiar head- 
dress, ib. 

Whitehead, now Sir James B.. 
216 and ». ; Harxaka, 329. 

Widgeon. 325. 

Wigan railway accident. 272-3. 

Wild-duck. 245 ; the Okhta, 249. 

Wild fowl, 75, 236. 

Wilkinson, jSlshpp. 298. 

William I. (Germany), Alexander 
II/s faith in, 66; attraction 
<rf the uniform, 177 ; explosive 
bullets, 292 ; rumoured deaths 
297 ; Berez6vsky's attempt. 
364; death and consequences. 
396. 

William II. (Germany), visits 
St. Petersbuxig, 199; German- 
Russian Treaty, 20X m. ; Grau- 
denz. 391 ; X. and the Red 
Eagle. 392 ; rumours of visit. 
399-400 ; St. Petersburg, 401 ; 
its effect. 402 ; '* Get out, yoo 
English sheo) t *' 406. 

Williami, Archduke, Empress' fan- 
eral, 74. 

WiUmanstrand, 225, 281. 

Willoughby. Hugh, the navigator. 

38. 
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'^A^iUonghby, Lord, host at Dmm- 
mona Castle, 27. See Aveland. 

V^iUow-grouse, 75, 237 ; shot over 
dogs, 247 ; half -white, 2^1. 

^WiBohorst, German Liberal, 282. 

'^A^ines, seven kinds at dinner, 405. 

"Winter Canal, the, 14 n., 30. 

IWinter Palace, position, 14 ft. ; 
explosion at, 60 ; scene, 61 ; 
general panic, 62 ; banquet, 
William I.'s birthday, 66-7; 
reception, 290. 

"Wintz, Capt., R.N. (now Admiral 
L. E.), 36- 

"Witley, Lord Dudley, 352. 

"Witte, Count, and Dr. Dillon, 46. 

"Wittgenstein, Prince, x i n. ; dies 
in France, 3x3. 

V^irtzow, Crown forest, 409. 

^Wolf, tracks, X43 ; a captive, 353 ; 

crossed with borz6i, %b, ; fat as 

skin specific, 356; as charm, 

ib. ; gagging a, »6. ; a big one, 

377. 
Wolkenstein, Count, Austro-Hun- 

garian Embassy, 33 ; abuses 
Gladstone, 2;r4 ; specially hon- 
oured, 290 ; ill, 29 X. 

Wolkenstein, Nihilist woman, 
X92-3. 

Wolves, popular belief about, 146 ; 
rabid, 147 ; story of packs 
analysed, 147-9 ; fiction de- 
molished, 149-150 ; it won't 
wash, 150; and dogs. 354; 
peasants kill, 359 ; foxes com- 
pared, 359. 

Woodcock, shot at autumn drives, 
247 ; their nuptial flights, 253 ; 
curious sight, ib. ; a white, 

379. 
Woodpecker, black, red-headed, 

237- 
Wood-sandpiper, 234. 

Wood-sorrel, 225, 334. 

Woods, charm of tiie, 12. 

Woolley. CUve Phillips, 416. 

Woolwidi Arsenal, i. 

Wurts, Ifr., Secretary at U. S. 
Embassy, 34 ; pleasant hos- 
pitality, ib. ; dinner to Gevers, 
293 ; lunch, 296. 

Wyndham, Charles, at St. Peters- 
burg, 393. 

Wyndham, Hugh W.. British 
Embassy, 117. 



Wynter, Capt. Philip, his book 
On the Queen's Errands, 37. 

X. 

X., and the Red Eagle, the story, 
392 ; refuses to return it, ib. 

Y. 

Yacht Club, a black-balUn|[ in- 
cident, 343 ; Randolph Chur- 
chill, 390. 

Yakoub Beg, of Kashgar, 50, 416N. 

Yakoub Khan, Shere All's son 
and successor, 51-2. 

Yalta, spring at, 278. 

Yangi Kali, stormed. 94. 

Yaroslav of Kieff, 166 n. 

Yaskis, t., 140. 

Ydstreb, hawk, 141. 

Yate, Major C. E., Northern Af- 
ghanistan, etc., 2X1 n. 

Yav6rsky, Dr., book on Stoli^toff 
mission, X32. 

Yemshchih, driver, 247 ; stimu- 
lating the team, ib. 

Yenikafe, strait of, 21. 

Yerm61off, Caucasus, his example, 

96. 

Yeshchd'lisldoa Bdgu ("Is it 
thanks to God yet ? "), Alex- 
ander II/s assassin, 106. 

Youlatan oasis, 198 and n. 

Yousovka (Hughesovka). founded 
by a Welsh pit-boy, 39- See 
Hughes. 

Yukki, 5A»-ing club, founded, 38 ; 
club-house, X36 ; only shi out- 
side Scandinavia, 253 ; rules. 
254 ; farewell scene, 428-9* 

Yt&xievskaya, Princess, 90 and n. 
See Dolgordkaya. 

Yust&poff Gardens, rink, 42. 

Z. 

Z^^ch^ (Beyond the river), fish- 
ing, 34X ; game, 342. 

Zasi!ilich. Vera, arrested, 65 ; 
acquittal. 65 n. 

Zdrdvie jeldyem vdshe, etc., Rus- 
sian military greeting, 6. 

Zelen6i, General, Russian Com- 
missioner. 212 and n. 

Zemshdya hvartira, a guest house, 
373. 

Zemstvos, as the keystone of the 
State, 176 and n. 



4«6 



INDEX 



Zm6vieff, Rnsatan Minister in 
Penia, x x6 ; his slyness, 280. 

ZkUo-gUbfoya, Moscow, 16 «. 

Zn&mensky, Katk6fi's death, 301. 

Ziibofi. Nicholas, Emperor Paul's 
assassination, 84 n, 

Zt&boff, Prince Plat6n, large 
estates from Catherine II., 83. 



Zdbofi, Princess, yoong widow, 
83 ; flees to Italy, ib. ; marries 
elder Schoav^loff, ib. 

Zi&boff, Prince, 312. 

Znlficar Pass, 2x5. 224. 

Zi&rofi, General, Prefect of St 
Petersburg, 59. 

Zi&sino, village near Moscow, 17. 
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